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Alison Harvey, The Heritage Council 

A Special Thanks to 



TCHC- Research Question 1.7; What is the 
function of the Irish Town?  



 
 

 

 

With a utopian 1 mile radius, a population 
that doubled in 20 years, is Naas the 

exception rather than the rule? 

And Is Naas representative? 



Naas & Dublin 

By Paul de Greslan 

Naas 

Sall
ins 



 
 

 

 

3 The Commuter’s Paradox  

Graphic by Dan Planko from Charles Montgomery, Happy City 



 
 

 

 

Structure for Talk 

1. What We Did 

 

2. What We Found 

 

3. What Actions Might Follow 



 
 

 

 

1. What We Did 
A4 @ WIT  



Quest 2015 
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5ECTs  x 110 Hours X 20 students = 2,200 Hours!  

2,200 Hours to 11,000 Hours for 5 Modules!  



Our Analysis Began Upside Down 



From The Place And Streetscape 



We Began by Designing “A Place Of Assembly” 



Our analysis Began from Inside Out with Residential 
Live-work Hybrids 

The Lion + Pheasant Hotel, Shrewsbury, Shropshire by Paul Keogh and Rachel 
Chidlow 



 
 

 

 

2. What We Found 
Town Centre Health 

Check. 



Town Center Health Check- Subdivided Assigned 
Tasks 





N I A H - National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 
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Town Center Boundary Area Subdivided 



Example of Subdivided Mapping 

Cinzia 
Romanin 
Circé Ribar 



Area Analysis in Excel 

Tayo And Gen 



Town Center Health Check of Naas, CAD & Photoshop, 
January 2017 



Gencho Dishev 
Jamie Hynes 
Bilal Jawaheer 

We Looked at the Whole 



Gencho Dishev 
Jamie Hynes 
Bilal Jawaheer 

Where People Lived 



Shopper’s 
Survey 

Rota by Bebhinn O’Shea KCC 



SWOT Strengths 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opportunities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weaknesses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Threats 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is no center-first 
policy evident.  
Industry is sprawling 
outwards. 
Traffic Congestion detracts 
from daily experience. 
The Main street is like a 
stage-prop with no life 
behind. 
The blocks need depth of 
use to expand the 
experience from Main 
Street. 
No shelters and no benches 
No Playgrounds 
No accommodation for young 
people 

Main Street and the Canal 
are great assets but no 

signage to connect. 
Crime is low- except round 

the Courthouse. 
Great chance for Landscape 
to connect and for Urban-

agriculture. 
Open spaces could be linked. 

Lots of Schools. 
Human scale (except for 

cars). 
Could be more a destination 

than a shortcut or layby. 
 The sense of place is great 

but could do with more 
functions and more life 

Farmers market in Old Station 
could be a real asset   

There could be more Festivals 
and Social events 

NAMA center great potential. 
Not enough variety of shops or 

events. 
The station is disorientating 

and disconnected. 
Footpaths too narrow so 

Just a commuter town to 
Dublin with little social 
life. 
Only a few live in the 
Town center. 
Shopping Focus too late 
because of Tesco. 
The image portrayed only 
reflects only part of the 
Naas Experience 
Needs more social events 
in the evening to feel 
safe. 

Octavie Beaury  
& Circé Ribar 



 
 

 

 

A Town Must Be More Than The Sum Of Its Shops. 1 

Monread Shopping Centre Was Opened In 2010;  The Town Center Shopping Centre 
Remains Unfinished. 

We found that the town lacked social 
activities for young and old, that very few 
people lived in the town center and that 
cars dominated the daily experience.  



Miriam Fitzpatrick AIARG-2017 

We designed A Place Of Assembly: a Shelter 

We found the only sheltered place to 
sit was a bus stop. 



 
 

 

 

Begin with the Pedestrian 
Experience In Mind 

2 



Miriam Fitzpatrick AIARG-2017 

We drew the steetscapes; Site Section Through 
the Town Hall 

Wai Jian Choong 



 
 

 

 

Mind The Gap Between Main Street And 
its Backlands 

3 

Activities dropped off dramatically behind the 
Main Street lacking intensity, diversity and what 

Professor Peter Carl calls ‘urban depth’.   



 
 

 

 

Mind The Gap Between Main Street And its 
Backlands 
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Invest In Your Best & Add Urban Depth 4 

We clustered designs around three areas; 

North & South Main Street 

Infill Projects in the Backlands 

Enhancing the Canal Basin 



Paul de Greslan 

Hybrid Residential Building with 
Start-Ups 



Miriam Fitzpatrick AIARG-2017 

Hybrid Residential Building & Cooking School 

Wai Jian Choong 



Miriam Fitzpatrick AIARG-2017 

Places of Assembly  

Gencho Dishev Gencho Dishev 

To Bridge Space as 
Place 



Miriam Fitzpatrick AIARG-2017 

A Place of Assembly on the Canal  

Gencho Dishev 



Miriam Fitzpatrick AIARG-2017 
Gencho Dishev 

A Design Proposal For A Grow Your Own School & Market 



Miriam Fitzpatrick AIARG-2017 
Gencho Dishev 

A Design Proposal For A Grow Your Own School & Market 



Miriam Fitzpatrick AIARG-2017 Gencho Dishev 

A Design Proposal For A Grow Your Own School & Market 



 
 

 

 

Public Realm Matters; Don’t 

Leave It To Chance! 
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Public Realm Matters; Connect Your 
Green Spaces Better! 

5 



Miriam Fitzpatrick AIARG-2017 

Linking The Different Districts 

Pauline Blondlot 
By linking the unused greenspaces 
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6 The ground determines our experience, aim for porosity. 



 
 

 

 

The ground floor may be only 10% 
of a building, but it determines 
90% of the building’s contribution 

to the experience of the 
environment. 
 
Karssenberg, & Lavan, The City At 
Eye Level, Delft, Eburon, 2012. 



 
 

 

 

6 The Ground Determines Our Experience, Aim For Porosity. 



 
 

 

 

“Unless one understands the grain of 

a town at the physical level, the 
structure of the spaces and buildings, 

and how to make them seamless and 
connected – it is very difficult to 

create towns which are integrated, 
connected and sustainable for the 

future.”  

 
Professor Ricky Burdette 

Design Judgment Matters! 7 



 
 

 

 

Coordinate More Civic Engagement & More 
Activities! 

8 



Miriam Fitzpatrick AIARG-2017 

The Pop-up Barbecue 

Pauline Blondlot 

To build a sense of community on disused 
spaces 



Place of Assembly 

Planning 

Urban Design 

Mind the Gap between the Whole 
& the Part 

10 



Between the 
Pixel and 

the Picture 
 
= 
 

Urban 
Design 



 
 

 

 

3. What Actions 
Might Follow? 

 



  

Avoid Blind Spots Of Module Scale Or Disciplines- Twin 
Architects With Planners  

5 

Geographers with Sociologists, Economists with 
Landscape architects etc.. 



  

We Need More Time & More Resources For 
Evidence Based Planning 

4 



  

Connections To And From Suburbs Need To Be Designed 
To Be Walkable 
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9 Begin From The Bottom Up With Engagement 2 



 
 

 

 

9 Start Upside Down, From Here Not 
There! 

Think In More Than 2 Dimensions- 
Think Space & Time 
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9 Start Upside Down, From Here Not 
There! 

Have A Town Design Champion 0 

Jaime Lerner, Architect and Mayor of 
Curitiba, Brazil. 



Final Reflections 



 
 

 

 

Thanks Team! 


