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And Is Naas representative?

With a utopian 1 mile radius, a population
that doubled in 20 years, is Naas the
exception rather than the rule?



Naas & Dublin
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The Commuter’s Paradox
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“We're uni.tihﬂ for the ci.t] to come Bo us..."

Graphic by Dan Planko from Charles Montgomery, Happy City
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1. What We Did
A4 @ WIT
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S5ECTs x 110 Hours X 20 students = 2,200 Hours!

2,200 Hours to 11,000 Hours for 5 Modules!



Our Analysis Began Upside Down




From The Place And Streetscape




We Began by Designing “A Place O0f Assembly”
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2. What We Found
Town Centre Health

Check.



Town Center Health Check— Subdivided Assigned
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Event : Bucket Collection outside
Town Hall

Saturday 19th November
Hourly 10-11 am
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Weather : very cold, frosty, sunny, dry

Saturday 19th November
Mourly 11-12am
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Weather : very cold, sunny, dry

PEDESTRIAN COUNT

Saturday 19th November
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Weather : very cold, dry, sunny then cloudy

Satunday 19th November

Hourly 12 pm
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Weather : very cold, dry, cloudy

Saturday 19th November
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Weather : very cold, cloudy, periods of light rain

Saturday 19th November
Hourly 3-4 pm
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Weather : very cold, cloudy, periods of light rain

Toper. fog,



A H - National _

Reg. No

Date

Previous Name
Townland
County
Coordinates
Categories of Special
Interest

Rating
Onginal Use
In Use As
Additional Use

Description

11814055

1945 1935

N/A

NAAS EAST
County Kildare
219515 280346
ARCHITECTURAL

CULTURAL SOCIAL

Regional

cinema

cinema
shop/retail outlet

nventory of

Site Plan1:5000

Detached five-bay two-storey International Modem-style cinema, built 1939, with single-bay two-storey projecting
bay te centre having single-bay two-storey flat-rocted lower flanking bays and stepped reof parapet. Extensively renc-
vated and extended in 1985 with ground floor remedelled to accommodate use as shopping centre. The building is ga-
ble-ended with roof behind parapet. Iron ridge tiles and iron rainwater goods. Rendered walls to front (north-west) el-
evation, painted. Rendered stepped parapet. Roughcast walls to remainder, unpainted. Square-headed openings,
paired to first floor with shallow segmental-headed openings to projecting bay to centre remodelled, ¢ 1985, to
ground floor. Fixed-pane windows to first floor. Timber shop front, dating from ¢ 1985, ta the right on the ground
floor with pilasters, fixed-pane display windows and glazed timber doors having fascia over with box conscles. Con-
crete brick cobbled footpath to front!

Appraisal

Dara Cinema 1s a fine building in the International Modem style a rare example of this style in the locality and there-
fore of considerable importance that has been extensively remodelled to ground floor in the late twentieth century,
leading to the loss of most of the original form and character to that portion. Attention to the ground floor in future
renovation works might help to reslore a more accurate representation of the original appearance of the building. The
cinema is typical of many of the designs for rural Irish cinemas in the early to mid-twentieth century, comprising a
bam $tyle structure fronted with a fagade of sleek, dynamic, Modern aspirations, and the undulating profile of the
fagade (created by advanced and projecting bays), together with a stepped parapet wall, is a characteristic shared
with many other cinema buildings throughout the country, many of which are now lost, The cinema is of some social
and cultural interest, and forms an attractive feature on the streetscape of Main Street North, with the stepped parapet
.adding variety to the reofline of the street?

1 Bips s bk gefine Land i b sazerd oty pe-recordecoaty - K Dregno - 11814055
2 Bupoowwe b gotirelaod s sek i jprpinpe cecord&eomty “KD&regro - 11814055

Architectural Heritage

Photograph taken atter the opening 1940
Referenced from - An dhntrated histoy of Nass by Naas Local History Group

ttp:/fwmw betldogofrdeed. ie/nishSearch. o Ptype=rages Bty = KD regro= 1 1814065 - sccmand on 13/11/2016



Town Center Boundary Area Subdivided
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Town Center Health Check of Naas, CAD & Photoshop,

Religious Building

Protected Structures

Derelict sites

- Education

- Health and related

- Community Facilities
- General public admnistratiol
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- Mixed / general community services /
facilities use

- Other community sevices / facilites
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WeLOOked at the Whole
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Rota by Bebhinn 0’ Shea KCC




Strengths

Main Street and the Canal
are great assets but no
signage to connect.

Crime is low— except round
the Courthouse.

Great chance for Landscape
to connect and for Urban-—
agriculture.

Open spaces could be linked.
Lots of Schools.

Human scale (except for
cars).

Could be more a gsﬁ&gaﬂﬁ{ggs
than a shortcut or layby.

The sense of place is great
but could do with more
functions and more life
Farmers market in Old Station
could be a real asset

There could be more Festivals
and Social events

NAMA center great potential.
Not enough variety of shops or
events.

The station is disorientating
and disconnected.

Weaknesses

There is no center—first
policy evident.

Industry is sprawling
outwards.

Traffic Congestion detracts

from daily experience.
The Main street is like a
stage—prop with no life
behind.

The blocks need depth of
use to expand the
experience from Main

TREGGGT

No shelters and no benches

NYSP18yEPBRHAST town to
Rubldgotihblatibhleorogdhg
bdbE1e

Only a few live in the
Town center.

Shopping Focus too late
because of Tesco.

The image portrayed only
reflects only part of the
Naas Experience

Needs more social events
in the evening to feel

SWOT

Octavie Beaury
& Circé Ribar



A Town Must Be More Than The Sum Of Its Shops. |

Monread Shopping Centre Was Opened In 2010; The Town Center Shopping Centre
Remains Unfinished.

We found that the town lacked social

activities for young and old, that very few
people lived in the town center and that
cars dominated the daily experience.



We designed A Place Of Assembly: a Shelter

Architectural Studio

A4-1.1/ Warm-up Project
Paul de Greslan

05-10-2016

Scale 1:100

We found the only sheltered place to
sit was a bus stop.
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Begin with the Pedestrian 2
Experience In Mind

sl Tl 11 - DESIRE LINES //
i i Plan of the pedestrian
Frodf crossing on the Main
Street

iy Scale : 1:2000
Legend:

s Existing crossing
» lllegal crossing
i) Danger area
s Proposed new
pres crossing




We drew the steetscapes; Site Section Through
|
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Wai Jian Choong




Mind The Gap Between Main Street And 3
1ts Backlands

Activities dropped off dramatically behind the

Main Street lacking intensity, diversity and what
Professor Peter Carl calls ‘urban depth’.



Mind The Gap Between Main Street And its :3
Backlands




Invest In Your Best & Add Urban Depth 4

We clustered designs around three areas;

North & South Main Street
Infill Projects in the Backlands

Enhancing the Canal Basin



Hybrid Residential Building with

Start—-Ups

Project in a prospective context

h St

Paul de Greslan



Hybrid Residential Building & Cooking School
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Wai Jian Choong




Place

Gencho Dishev

\¥<3iBridge Space as

Studio 7 - Urban Complexity

Site Plan 1:2000
Gencho Dishev
20064095
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A Place of Assembly on the Canal

Gencho Dishev



A Design Proposal For A Grow Your Own School & Market

Agropolis

Gencho Dishev - 20064095

Urban Complexity Studio 7
Hybrid building




A Design Proposal For A Grow Your Own School & Market

)
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i Agropolis

i Urban Complexity Studio 7
Gencho Dishev - 20064095
i Hybrid building



A Design Proposal For A Grow Your Own School & Market

Gencho Dishev




Public Realm Matters; Don’t 5
Leave It To Chance!




Public Realm Matters:; Connect Your 5




Linking The Different Districts

By linking the unused greenspaces

Pauline Blondlot







The ground determines our experience, aim for porosity. 6
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The ground floor may be only 10%
of a building, but it determines
90% of the building’s contribution
to the experience of the
environment.

Karssenberg, & Lavan, The City At
Eyve Level, Delft, Eburon, 2012.



The Ground Determines Our Experience, Aim For Porosity. 6




Design Judgment Matters! 7

“Unless one understands the grain of

a town at the physical level, the
structure of the spaces and buildings,
and how to make them seamless and
connected — it 1is very difficult to
create towns which are integrated,

connected and sustainable for the
future. ”

D"I/\/\_pf\mmf\"lf\ D": f\]TTT D111/‘f]f\++f'\



Coordinate More Civic Engagement & More 3
Activities!




The Pop—up Barbecue

To build a sense of community on disused
spaces

Open
Closed

3,00m|

2,60m

19m 260m 0.50m
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Pauline Blondlot




Mind the Gap between the Whole 10
Planning & the Part

Urban Design

Place of Assembly



Between the
Pixel and
the Picture




3. What Actions
Might Follow?



Avoid Blind Spots Of Module Scale Or Disciplines— Twin£5
Architects With Planners

Geographers with Sociologists, Economists with
Landscape architects etc..




We Need More Time & More Resources For 4
Evidence Based Planning

HISTORIC ARAINNEACHD
ENVIRONMENT | EACHDRAIDHEIL BLOG = SHOP o tie Q
SCOTLAND ALBA

Home VisitaPlace Learn Adviceand Support Grantsand Funding Archives and Research QEULINAVEE Membership

Who we are What we do News Media contacts Work w

Home > About Us » News » £6.2 million funding

7y £6.2 million funding boost for Scotland’s
historic towns and cities

Alex Paterson, Chief Executive of HES, announces funding to preserve the built heritage of
Scotland's town centres.
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To Be Walkable

Connections To And From Suburbs Need To Be Designedzg
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Begin From The Bottom Up With Engagement 2




Think In More Than 2 Dimensions— ]

o & Time




Have A Town Design Champion O

Jaime Lerner, Architect and Mayor of




Final Reflections




Thanks Team!




