How to get involved

Graveyards are an integral feature of the landscape and are powerful reminders of families from former times.
Without the help of local people many of these graveyards and their memorials will deteriorate through neglect,
some eventually disappearing into the pages of anonymity. It is important that local communities participate
in the proper management and conservation of their local graveyard. You could also help to trace the historical
development of your graveyard using historical sources, folklore, early maps and photographs or by studying and
recording grave memorials. A good way to get involved is to join a local archaeological and historical society and
seek to learn more about your archaeological heritage. You could also enroll in local Adult Education classes in
Archaeology that are held in Universities, Institutes of Technology and other centres.

You should contact your Heritage Offiicer for advice before carrying out any work in a graveyard. Before carrying
out any work inside a graveyard, a short list or a schedule of works should be submitted to your local Heritage
Officer or to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government for advice.

Where can | get further information?

The Heritage Officer in your local County Council will have details of ownership of the graveyard and general
advice. A complete list of historic graveyards that pre-date 1700 AD can be downloaded or viewed on the website
of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government Archaeological Survey of Ireland at www.
archaeology.ie. Archaeological monuments included in the Record of Monuments and Places for every county
including historic graveyards are protected under the National Monuments Act 1930-2004. For a description
of some churches that were built after 1700 AD check the website of the National Inventory of Architectural
Heritage at www.buildingsofireland.ie. More information on Irish war memorials can be accessed on the internet
at www.irishwarmemorials.ie.

A comprehensive listing of the works that you can and cannot do inside a graveyard is listed in the Care and
Conservation of Graveyards booklet that can be downloaded from the website of the the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government at www.archaeology.ie
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