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C O M M E N T

LANDSCAPE, LEGISLATION 
AND A HEALTHY HERITAGE

New Council members are about to take up the reins and
take responsibility for the Heritage Council and all its activities.

As the organisation moves to its second decade the vacuum
into which the first Council was launched in 1995 no longer
exists. Two strategic Plans have been prepared, reviewed and
more importantly acted on. The National Heritage Plan and The
National Biodiversity Plan are a fundamental plank of govern-
ment policy. Council has forged strategic partnerships, in partic-
ular with the local authorities and other state agencies. The
Council's range of grant programmes has made a real difference
to individuals and organisations alike. 

The second Council built on those foundations. It empha-
sised the importance of communication and the significance of
raising awareness at all levels. A national Biological Records
Centre will soon be a reality and the museum sector has a stan-
dards and accreditation programme. New initiatives particularly
in the areas of coastal and marine were introduced and, as a result
of all of this, the Council was able to watch a very positive upward
trend in the levels of public attitudes as to just how much they
value their heritage.  

Council has unapologetically set out to place heritage high-
er up the decision-making matrix. To make it a core consideration
in all policies and plans. As well as using its national and interna-
tional profile the Council has done this by working at local level,
using this local input to inform policy, keeping all the heritage
“dots” joined in a way that gives them strength. Council will not
accept, no more than the public at large, that you can compart-
mentalise our cultural heritage from our natural heritage. After all
we have built our culture in the landscape in which we live. 

In recent times it can be argued for a whole variety of rea-
sons (some financial, some structural, some philosophical), that
the different values we attach to our heritage have become very
polarised. Two very significant pieces of work will help to inform
the direction the new Council will take to help it continue to
redress the balance. The first will look at the value we as citizens
attach to our heritage. Not just an economic value but auditing
and evaluating its less tangible benefits to society. It will make the
connection between heritage and health, the relationship
between our heritage and our quality of life i.e. where we live.
The second and linked work is evaluating current mechanisms
which are in place to allow the development and management of
our landscapes, also where we live. This work will see if new
mechanisms for “joining up the dots”, making the connection
between for example rural development, tourism and landscape
quality might serve us better in to the future. New strategic
alliances particularly with tourism and rural development sectors
seem possible. Council has already called for new legislation to
assist in the development of mechanisms to facilitate this work or
at the very least to fully use the provisions existing in our plan-
ning act to this end. Somehow my experience tells me the former
is the better option. Why not a Landscape (Ireland) Act 2010?
Now that would be a positive legacy for our future generations.

MICHAEL STARRETT Chief Executive
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HERITAGE NEWS

Over 300 people attended the ‘Beltany:
Rediscovering an Ancient Landscape’ confer-
ence in Raphoe, County Donegal, in early
October 2005. The aim of the archaeological
conference, organised by Raphoe Community
in Action, was to raise awareness and apprecia-
tion of the Beltany Stone Circle, a National
Monument. This site consists of a circle of 64
large stones, one of which has cupmarks, and
suggests a possible astronomical alignment.
The conference was opened on October 7th by
Michael Starrett, Chief Executive of the
Heritage Council, and a replica of the Beltany
Stone Head was presented by the Fermanagh
County Museum to the Donegal County
Museum. The original stone artefact is held in
the National Museum. 

Guest speakers at the conference included
Dr. Brian Lacey, Chief Executive of the
Discovery Programme, who supervised and
edited the ‘Archaeological Survey of County
Donegal’, published by Donegal County
Council in 1983. He highlighted the archaeo-
logical significance and potential of the Raphoe
area. Kevin Barton, who undertook a geophys-
ical survey of the site, funded by the Heritage
Council, presented detailed maps of the site
that he has produced, giving a fuller picture of
the sub-surface archaeological structure. A vari-
ety of topics related to the archaeology, folk-
lore, wildlife, management and care of the site
were addressed by conference speakers, which
included archaeologist Dr. Stefan Bergh, NUI
Galway; local historian Belinda Mehaffey;
wildlife diarist Stuart Dunlop; field monument
advisor Mark Keane; and Joseph Gallagher,
County Donegal Heritage Officer. The confer-
ence ended on Sunday, October 9th, with field

visits to Beltany Stone Circle and a passage
tomb at the Kilmonaster complex. Raphoe
Community In Action hope to build on the
interest in, and success of, the conference by
initiating a European-based project on our
shared archaeological heritage in an effort to
raise awareness of, and to better understand,
the significance of Stone Circles. More infor-
mation can be obtained by contacting Mary
Harte, Raphoe Community In Action, Volt
House, The Diamond, Raphoe, County
Donegal or online at www.raphoe.com

Joseph Gallagher,
Heritage Officer, Donegal County Council

THE BELTANY STONE CIRCLE: 
REDISCOVERING AN ANCIENT LANDSCAPE

Conference 
participants 
at the Beltany
Stone Circle.

Michael Starrett,
Chief Executive
of the Heritage
Council, deliver-
ing the opening
address at the
‘Beltany:
Rediscovering
an Ancient
Landscape’ 
conference in
Raphoe, County
Donegal.
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The CD-Rom ‘Galway County in Stone -
The Geological Heritage of Connemara, Series
1: The Twelve Bens’ is a very valuable teaching
resource launched in Letterfrack, Co. Galway in
early September. It was developed by Dr Martin
Feely and Ronán Hennessy of the Department of
Earth and Ocean Sciences at the National
University of Ireland, Galway, as part of the
Galway County Heritage Plan 2004-2008. It
was jointly funded by Galway County Council
and the Heritage Council.

When launched the CD-Rom interface
opens in Microsoft Explorer and can be navigat-
ed by a series of drop-down windows. The inter-
face is very user-friendly and even the novice
computer user will be able to navigate it.

The subjects covered detail the Geology
and the Geography of the Twelve Bens.
Included in this are geology maps, as well as top-
ographical and historic maps of the area. The
geological history of the region is outlined, with
particular attention paid to the Dalradian
Metamorphic Rock Group laid down in Ireland
between 750 and 600 million years ago. This is
explained in detail using diagrams, maps and
photographs which would be of interest to all
Geography teachers.

The Geography Section covers County
Galway and Connemara in particular. It also cov-
ers a brief history of cartography in Ireland with
a special multi-view of Inagh Hotel using old 6-
inch maps and modern aerial photography.
Climate is also covered here, as well as a history
of the famed Dál Riada Tribe! 

Because they chose the computer as the
method of delivering this data they were able to

include some very innovative sections. These are
called VR Tours and Landscape Movies and
show the full potential of modern technology
(GIS) as it applies to Geography. The disk con-
tains a series of “fly by” movies of the moun-
tains; one of which shows snow melting on the
peeks!

This disk was given free to all schools in
County Galway. The developers are to be compli-
mented on a job well done. Copies of the CD-
Rom are available from Marie Mannion, Heritage
Officer, Galway County Council, phone (091)
509198 or email mmannion@galwaycoco.ie or
contact Ronán Hennessy, Digital Landscape
Research Group, Earth and Ocean Sciences,
National University of Ireland Galway, Galway,
(091) 524411, ext 5047.

Reviewed by Gerard Syron, Regional
Development Officer, Geography Support
Services.

THE GEOLOGICAL HERITAGE OF CONNEMARA - ON CD-ROM

HERITAGE NEWS

Amanda Ryan (Grants Administrator), Ian Doyle
(Archaeology Officer), Michael Martin (Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment) and Liam Lysaght

(Wildlife Officer) at the Heritage Council stand during the
Ploughing Championships in Mogeely, Co Cork, 

September 27th 2005

Clare Lowery, Senior Archivist, Eneclann; Eve O’Callaghan,
Archivist, Eneclann; Estelle Gittins, College Archivist,

Trinity College; and Phillip Cottrell, Art History Lecturer,
UCD at the joint launch between the Heritage Council and
the Society of Archivists, Ireland of Archives Awareness
Month and of the report A Survey of Irish Archives
Collections on 1st September at the Irish Architectural

Archive, Merrion Square.



Like many other historic Irish urban centres,
Kilkenny was once defended by a circuit of stone
walls and gateways. The walls, which date from
the 13th century and later, are of great impor-
tance both locally and nationally, but the deterio-
rating condition of the walls and the partial loss of
surviving lengths has been a cause of concern.
The defences consist of masonry walls, often
defended with arrow loops, wall-top walks, with
towers at the entrances or at the corners. A dry
ditch or moat may have been present in places.
These walls would have enclosed the medieval city
and allowed for protection and defence. They
would also have been a source of prestige and sta-
tus and would have allowed the levying of tolls on
goods passing into the city during the 13th, 14th
and 15th centuries. 

In Kilkenny, as in other Irish cities and
towns, urban defences are prone to neglect and
loss of setting as the settlements that they once sur-
rounded grew beyond their medieval cores and the
defended gateways were demolished during the
18th and 19th centuries. The length of such urban
defences makes them particularly prone to damage
through natural decay and modern development.

The Heritage Council, in association with
Kilkenny Borough Council, commissioned a

Conservation Plan
for the City Walls
in Kilkenny City.
The document has
proposed a range
of policies to safe-
guard the urban
defences and to
raise awareness in
Kilkenny of their
importance. Works
to conserve the
fabric of the walls
are also included.
The Conservation
Plan, formally launched in November 2005, was
formulated with involvement from Kilkenny
Borough Council, State bodies and local groups.
As a result of the Kilkenny Plan, similar studies
have been carried out in Dublin City and in
Athlone and it is hoped that other historic Irish
urban centres will also use this approach to con-
serving their defences. 

A copy of the plan is available on the Heritage
Council website, www.heritagecouncil.ie

Ian Doyle, Archaeologist, The Heritage Council
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KILKENNY CITY WALLS: A CONSERVATION PLAN

“The Heritage Council has an important
role to play in promoting best practice in protect-
ing our national and local heritage,” commented
Mr. Dick Roche, Minister for the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, when he
appointed new members to the Heritage Council
on 31st October.  “It has established itself as a
recognised centre of excellence, and I want the
Council to continue and build on the good work
of the outgoing members across the whole range
of heritage values that it has a role in promoting
and protecting,” he continued.

The Council consists of 16 members, plus
the Chairman. In the case of the four outgoing
members and the outgoing Chairman which
Minister Roche is re-appointing, their new
appointments will be for 2.5 years, while the
appointments for the new members will be for
five years.

APPOINTEES TO THE HERITAGE COUNCIL
Chair: Tom O’Dwyer (Outgoing), formerly
served as Chef de cabinet to two Irish European
Commissioners and as Director General in
European Commission. Betty Coffey, Former
Cathaoirleach, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County
Council; former member Dun Laoghaire
Harbour Company; former member, EU
Committee of the Regions. Billy Colfer,
Chairman of Wexford Historical Society;
Chairman of Fethard Castle Ltd; Board member

of Hook Heritage Ltd. and the Irish National
Heritage Park, Ferrycarrig. Prof Gabriel
Cooney, Associate Professor UCD and Head of
the Department of Archaeology, 2001-4. Ted
Creedon, Broadcaster, archaeological expertise.
Brendan Dunford, Coordinator LIFE nature
project, Burren; expertise in interaction of agri-
culture and natural heritage. Deirdre-Ellis King
(Outgoing), Dublin City Librarian. Donal
Enright, Principal, Heritage Policy and
Architectural Protection Section of the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government. Dr Caro-lynne Ferris, The
Countryside Access and Activities Network,
Northern Ireland. Rhonwen Hayes, Artist and
musician. Maurice Hurley (Outgoing), Cork
City Archaeologist; Ex-Chair of the Institute of
Archaeologists of Ireland. Mary Keenan,
Landscape horticulturalist; Past President, Tree
Council of Ireland; Parks Department South
Dublin County Council. Noel Keyes, Former
Cathaoirleach, Bray Town Council; Chairman
Wicklow Heritage Forum and Bray Heritage
Centre. Martina Maloney, Louth County
Manager. Nioclás Ó Conchubhair (Outgoing),
Gaeltacht/Irish language heritage expertise;
Former Senator and member of Galway County
Council. Finola Reid, Landscape and gardening
expert, with particular knowledge and expertise in
historic gardens. Virginia Teehan (Outgoing),
Director of Hunt Museum; Archivist.

NEW HERITAGE COUNCIL APPOINTED
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GALWAY’S GOLDEN MILE PRESERVED IN ANNUAL CALENDAR

WATER HERITAGE DAY
POSTER/POEM
COMPETITION
The school winners in the Water Heritage
Day School Competition. The winners
were Jessica Wells (1st class), Cian Reeves
(2nd class), Emmet D’Alton (3rd class) and
Josh Lenz Lipitch (6th class) from Scoil
Mhuire National School, Schull, Co. Cork

HERITAGE NEWS

One of of the photographs
from the Golden Mile of
Galway. The
Abbeyknockmoy mile:
Local walkers and the
farming community use
this road - Cregg Road -
which passes through the
townlands of Ballynakilla
and Ballybaun. There are
six Recorded Monuments
including enclosures, ring-
forts and earthworks to be
seen in the fields along the
mile. It affords magnificent
vistas over the surrounding
countryside, with excellent
views of Knockroe,
Abbeyknockmoy Cistercian
Abbey, Knockdoe and
Croagh Patrick and the
Burren in the distance. 

In December 2004, the first Golden Mile
Awards for County Galway took place in the
Dartfield Horse Museum, Loughrea, Co.
Galway. The Golden Mile of Galway - ‘Slí Dúlra
na Gaillimhe’ is a heritage and environmental ini-
tiative designed to encourage people living on
rural roads - in particular tertiary roads - to
become more aware of the natural and built her-
itage along their roadsides and where necessary,
to take appropriate action to manage this valu-
able resource. 

The Golden Mile initiative is the rural
equivalent of the Tidy Towns competition that has
been going from strength to strength since 1958.
The project is supportive of the tourism industry
and assists in creating an awareness and under-
standing of our traditional rural roadscapes.

A novel addition to the awards night was
the launch of a 2005 calendar celebrating the
entrants to the 2004 competition. The calendar is
illustrated with wonderful images from the areas
that entered the competition: Abbeyknockmoy,
Aughrim, Clonfert, Bellevue/Lawrencetown,
Killimor, Meelick, Monivea, Rahally/Bullaun,
and Woodford.

The calendar shows aspects of the built and
natural heritage of each of the nine miles entered
into the competition.

Another ‘Golden Mile of Galway’ calendar
is currently being prepared for 2006. For more
information, contact Marie Mannion, Heritage
Officer, Galway County Council.
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Anew policy paper on Ireland's inland
waterways has been published by the
Heritage Council. Drawn up by the

Inland Waterways Committee over the past two
years, the document builds on experience gained
through the Waterway Corridor studies, and
consultations with relevant organisations. 

The first inland waterways policy paper was
published by the Heritage Council in 1999. Since
then, however, much has changed and many poli-
cies and suggestions acted upon. Waterways
Ireland was established following the Good
Friday agreement; the National Heritage Plan
and the National Biodiversity Plan were drawn
up; and heritage officers have been appointed to
over 25 counties resulting in the production of
county heritage plans.

The focus of this policy paper is on the inte-
grated management of Ireland’s waterways her-
itage. Waterways heritage ranges from individual
sites of natural and industrial heritage to archae-
ological sites within the corridor and underwater
biodiversity, water quality, etc. All these aspects of
heritage require care and consideration in addi-
tion to ensuring the protection and enhancement
of the whole. The experience and knowledge
gained from the four waterway corridor studies
carried out since 2002 have informed many of
the policies. Because of this the policy paper
advocates the continuation of these studies along
the waterways network, and their monitoring and
review. 

The overall aim is: The inland waterways
and their corridors should be managed in an inte-
grated broad-based way, conserving their built and
archaeological heritage features, and protecting
their landscape and biodiversity. Recognising that
the inland waterways are a unique part of our her-
itage, but which today are fulfilling a new role not
envisaged for them originally, we aim to enhance
the enjoyment and appreciation of them as living
heritage, both for this generation and for future
generations.
The main recommendations are summarised as
follows: 
i. Inland waterways are an integral part of

Ireland’s transport and industrial heritage,
and are themselves made up of different
aspects of heritage. The conservation and
enhancement of this heritage is vital to the
long-term attraction of Ireland's water-
ways. Resources should be dedicated to
this. Notwithstanding the establishment of
Waterways Ireland, the multiplicity of gov-
ernment departments and agencies that
have some role in the management of the
waterways resource leads to a lack of coor-
dination and integration in relation to her-
itage issues.

ii. A strategic approach to waterways is need-
ed to ensure that their integrity is not com-
promised, and that enjoyment of them is
increased. Efforts should be redoubled to
promote this strategic approach to water-
ways management. This should involve
government departments and agencies with
an interest in all inland waterways, naviga-
ble and disused.

iii. The Waterway Corridor Studies model,
championed by the Heritage Council, pres-
ents one way of addressing the need for sus-
tainable management. Experience from
studies completed to date shows that part-
nership between Waterways Ireland, local
authorities, and the Heritage Council is an
effective way of ensuring better coordina-
tion and integrated management. 

iv. Communication with, and participation in
management planning by, recreational users
of the inland waterways should be
increased, as should awareness-raising activ-
ities and interpretation of waterways her-
itage. 

v. Funding is allocated to Waterways Ireland
by the Department of Community, Rural
and Gaeltacht Affairs, for inland waterways
under its remit; monies for infrastructural
projects are provided from the National
Development Plan. Individual local author-
ities allocate to waterways projects out of
their own annual budgets. Levels of fund-
ing should be maintained. 

vi. It is the responsibility of the local authori-
ties to ensure that disused and derelict
waterways not under the remit of
Waterways Ireland are protected.

vii. The long-term future expansion and devel-
opment of the network requires considera-
tion, in particular from a heritage perspec-
tive, and recommendations on this are
made in sections 12,13 and 14 of the doc-
ument. 

By Beatrice Kelly,
Inland Waterways / Marine Officer

INTEGRATING POLICIES 
FOR IRELAND’S INLAND WATERWAYS
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CARING FOR THE HERITAGE 
OF FARM BUILDINGS

The farmyard is an archetypal space of rural
Ireland, yet one which is rarely celebrated
for its architectural qualities. The yard is the

heart of the farm, a robust space that must contain
animals, allow carts, tractors or milk lorries to
turn, and to shelter farmer, animals and machines
from the worst of the weather, as it was always a
‘24/7’ working environment. The character of
the buildings that surround the yard is rarely con-
sistent as different functions were added at differ-
ent times. The older elements are the byre and sta-
ble, hay barn and cart shed. The large corrugated
iron hay barn is an addition from the 20th centu-
ry. The yard is often the crossroads between the
fields on the holding, with tracks and lanes leading
further back in. The yard is the heart, the king-
dom, of the farmer and often a private place,
either secluded from the road or partially connect-
ed to it – a place set apart.

Apart from Patrick and Maura Shaffrey’s
book ‘Irish Countryside Buildings’, there has been
a tendency to see two polar opposite sets of value
in the built heritage of the Irish countryside – the
elite formal architecture of the landlord house and
demesne, and the ordinary tradition of the
thatched house. It is as if the story of the big

house and the small was the only one that coun-
tryside buildings could tell. The buildings of the
Irish countryside also testify to a stylistic middle
ground between the two. Prosperous tenants built
many plain two-storey farmhouses in the 18th
century, for example. In the consolidation of land
holdings in Ireland in the mid-19th century, new
farm buildings were built with the formality of the
big house, but with the modest construction
materials and language of architectural expression
of the older tradition, and smaller in scale and
adapted to the functional requirements of a work-
ing farm. These sturdy buildings nestle into the
landscape, often surrounded by mature trees.
They have proved themselves over the last centu-
ry as bastions of the rural agricultural economy.
They create their own micro-environment and
sense of place, evolving in an orderly organic way
to accommodate the craft of farming and the
vagaries of the site. 

The character of the farmyard has been
transformed, often beyond recognition, as a result
of the EEC-sponsored modernisation schemes of
the last 35 years, although many historical and
characterful groups of farm buildings do still sur-
vive. An aerial photograph of the family farm is

The Irish farmyard in the era of the single farm payment

Ballybranagh,
Cloyne, Co.
Cork The roofs
fall in, the yard
becomes over-
grown with
weeds. The 
ubiquitous plastic
silage bales can
withstand these
conditions. 



9

often to be found on the mantelpiece or kitchen,
tracing the industrialisation of agriculture over the
past decades, showing the small-scale slated roofs
of the earlier buildings and the larger-scale corru-
gated metal elements over 20th-century cow shed
or hay barn. Depending on the way the farm has
expanded, the new may have obliterated the old,
or both may exist side-by-side to tell the story of
the evolution of farming practice.

If something lasts long enough, the story it
can tell becomes interesting. For example, small-
scale pig sties and hen houses are often to be
found as separate buildings at the back of the yard
buildings. These were built in the drive for self-
sufficiency in the 1930s and 1940s during the
'economic war' and the ‘emergency’ and are tan-
gible remains of the de Valeran ideal rural econo-
my of a stoic and self-reliant people. These are
some of the few material remains of a period that
is passing in the public consciousness from con-
temptible through amusing to the point where it
is puzzling and needs to be explained. By such an
evolution of cultural attitude do we arrive at an
historical appreciation of our material inheritance.

At a time of unprecedented change in agri-
cultural policy, the usefulness of these built forms
is now an open question. The countryside is expe-
riencing rapid socio-economic change, and it is
having a negative effect on the built environment
and the historic landscape. Smaller farmhouses are
being vacated by their owners of generations and
their associated holdings are being allowed to
lapse into disuse. At the same time, sites on for-
merly productive land are being sold to build new
houses, which, to say the least, do not have the
benefit of mature planting or a coherent visual

Kilkeasy, Co. Kilkenny. 
The yard gates give a
view across to the front
door of the house. The
dogs dissuade entry. 

there has been a tendency to see two
polar opposite sets of value in the
built heritage of the Irish country-
side - the elite formal architecture of
the landlord house and demesne and
the ordinary tradition of the
thatched house
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The palette of
materials to be
found in the
farmyard.
Corrugated iron
hayshed and
stone and slate
carthouse. A
shallow elliptical
arch of rough-
hewn stone is
painted to
express its form
and shape. Some
artists, such as
County Kilkenny
based Blaise
Smith, are begin-
ning to portray
the aesthetic
qualities that can
be found in the
texture and com-
position of the
enclosed volumes
to be found on
farm.

Aerial view of a farm at Ballinaboley, Bennetsbridge, Co.
Kilkenny. A tower house indicates that the site has been an
agricultural settlement location for at least 400 years. Also
visible are the slated house and outbuilding at right angles
forming the earliest farmyard. Corrugated iron roofs of pro-
gressively larger span enclose barns and animal housings. A
secondary house, probably associated with the farm is locat-
ed a short distance away. 

image that would come through the use of a
restrained palette of materials. It is an environ-
mental tragedy that our systems for planning and
land tenure cannot achieve efficiency in the use of
resources between old disused farmhouses and the
demands for new houses in the countryside.

These solidly built buildings, stone piled on
stone, represent a material asset wrested from the
environment by the labour of our forefathers.
Their capacity to survive the ravages of time is
likely to be proved superior to the cheaper struc-
tural systems that are generally in use today. The
time may come when our society’s new construc-
tion methods will be assessed for their impact on
the environment. We may find ourselves valuing
highly the ability of a structure to have survived
thus far, and to accept its existence as an available
exploitable physical and cultural resource, not to
mention the attractiveness of the time-worn qual-
ities of old buildings. Many people find old things
attractive, and the sense of age can add financial
value to properties. We will have to devise ways of
upgrading these buildings in terms of insulation,
ventilation, space standards, etc. without detract-
ing from their positive heritage, landscape and
environmental qualities.

They have proved themselves over the
last century as bastions of the rural

agricultural economy
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Whatever criteria are enshrined in the law
regarding the protection of the architectural her-
itage, there will always be threshold cases that fall
just short of the quality that merits protection.
Groups of modest farm buildings will rarely make
the grade as being of ‘regional’ significance and
meriting protection by inclusion on planning
authorities’ Records of Protected Structures.
‘Ordinary’ farm houses and farm buildings are
likely to be seen to be of only ‘local’ importance,
and thus to fall below the threshold of ‘special
interest’ that justifies their protection. Many are
sufficiently robust, or plain, to accommodate
being extended and their character and special
interest can survive without statutory protection.
Farmers have generally proved to be the careful
custodians of their property. In the hands of sym-
pathetic and respectful owners, buildings with his-
toric value can be expected to last long into the
future. 

REPS
The 43,000 farmers in the Rural Environmental
Protection Scheme (REPS) have already commit-
ted to protect features of historical and archaeo-
logical interest, and to maintain and improve the
visual appearance of farm and farmyard. 

With the single farm payment and all that it
entails in changing farming practice, farm owners
might look again at their old farm building
resources. From a conservation point of view,
their continued use is essential for their survival.
The sense of the farmyard as the private realm of
the farm is likely to be the first obstacle to plan-
ning for the re-use of these buildings. In some
cases farm house and farm will fall out of use

Lough Akkibon, Gartan, Co. Donegal. The older house is
nestled behind a shelterbelt of planting with small-scale

unmodernised farmhouses to one side. 

The evolution of country houses according to Patrick and
Maura Shaffrey, 1985. (reproduced with kind permission
from ‘Irish Countryside Buildings’, Patrick & Maura
Shaffrey, O'Brien Press, Dublin, 1985, p.70)

Former farmhouse for sale, Ovens, Co Cork. Mature plant-
ing adds aesthetic and monetary value to the property.
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together on the retirement of a farmer, leaving the
re-use of the buildings an entirely open question.
The more difficult case is where some of the his-
toric farmyard buildings are no longer needed due
to the lower level of agricultural activity which the
farm will sustain in the future, and the farmer,
with the family home close to the farmyard, has to
consider the appropriateness of new uses, whatev-
er their economic character, and the impact they
might have on residential amenity. The worst case
from the point of view of the built heritage is if
this leads to complete inaction and dereliction of
historic buildings.

MODERN EXPECTATIONS
Modern expectations of a house demand that it
be spacious and bright. In this context, the most
grievous flaw of some old building is not that its
gutters leak or that it is too cold, but that it is
cramped and dark. With these perceptions of
what is desirable in a house, older farmhouses run
a greater risk of becoming redundant than of
being changed beyond recognition. There is, of
course, a middle ground, where the small-scale
character of the existing building is accepted as a
design constraint, but not a limit to creativity, or
to the achievement of an acceptable standard of
living accommodation. The Mourne Heritage
Trust has recently published superlative guide-
lines and case studies of how this can be achieved
in an Irish context.

With the support of the Heritage Council,
Kildare County Council are investigating the
threats being experienced by the unlisted older
farm buildings of the county and intend to pro-
duce guidelines on their sensitive adaptation and
re-use. The guidelines are intended to identify
appropriate uses for the buildings that are com-
patible with the retention of their character, but
recognising that economic use is fundamental to
their continued survival. The forthcoming report
may propose policies, or at least a replicable study
methodology, that could be utilised across the
country by other planning authorities.

By Colm Murray, Architect, 
The Heritage Council

Farm at Glenulra,
Ballycastle, Co. Mayo.
Between the blanket bog of
the Céide Fields, with its
memories of massive envi-
ronmental change, and the
erosive power of the
Glenulra River threatening,
however slowly, to sweep
away farmed fields, a farm
clings to the strip of culti-
vatable land.

sites on formerly productive land are being
sold to build new houses, which, to say the
least, do not have the benefit of mature
planting or a coherent visual image that
would come through the use of a restrained
palette of materials
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The ‘Dublin Module’ is one of three separate
investigations that comprise the research
project on medieval rural settlement in

Ireland currently underway at the Discovery
Programme. This project, which began in 2002
under the direction of Dr Niall Brady, is focusing
attention on a variety of rural landscapes in Carlow,
Kilkenny, Roscommon and the Dublin region.

In the medieval period the town and suburbs
of Dublin formed Ireland's largest concentration of
urban dwellers. They placed considerable demands
on the surrounding countryside for food and raw
materials and this in turn had an impact on the
nature of rural settlement in the hinterland area.
The ‘Dublin Module’ is making use of both the
rapidly expanding corpus of archaeological knowl-
edge and the considerable collection of documen-
tary source material for its investigation.

One of the primary objectives of the research
is to characterise medieval land use in the Dublin
region and, of course, the key land use throughout
this time was agriculture. Combining data from the
various strands of archaeological, cartographic and
documentary evidence, a good picture has been
developed of the nature of agricultural exploitation
across the region. The predominant agrarian land
uses were arable, meadow, pasture and woodland,
with arable making up almost 75% of the total.
Much of the area now covered by urban sprawl was
under productive cultivation in the medieval peri-
od, with surpluses being marketed to provision the
nearby town.

Most of the arable land in the Dublin region
was used for the cultivation of grains and legumes,
with wheat and oats occupying the largest acreages.
Wheat was the preferred bread grain for both urban
and rural consumers although rye was cultivated in
some small pockets of the Dublin hinterland. Oats
were used as animal fodder but were also extensive-
ly malted and brewed to produce ale. The cultiva-
tion and use of barley as a brewing grain appears to
have increased in the course of the medieval period.
Legumes, principally peas and beans, formed an
important element in the diet of poorer consumers
and beans were also baked into 'horse bread' and

used as fodder, particularly in military garrisons.
There is no direct evidence for the field cultivation
of vegetables in the Dublin area in the medieval
period, although there is a reference to a field called
‘the carrotfield’ in Naul, Co. Dublin, in 1292.
Vegetables and fruit were, however, widely grown
in gardens and orchards. There is virtually no doc-
umentary evidence for the cultivation of industrial
crops such as flax and hemp, but archaeological evi-
dence shows that they were grown and processed in
the region. 

Livestock also played an important role, even
on holdings with a significant bias towards arable
agriculture, chiefly as they provided the draught
power for cultivation and transport but also as their
manure was required as essential fertiliser. On hold-
ings with a more pastoral bias animals were also
kept to provide meat and other foodstuffs and to
furnish raw materials such as wool and hides.
Archaeo-zoological evidence suggests that in terms
of meat consumed, cattle dominated the human
diet in the Dublin region throughout the middle
ages. Evidence from eight separate sites in Dublin,
for instance, indicates that cattle consistently pro-
vided over 70% of the meat consumed from the
12th to the 18th century.

We have highlighted some of the agricultural
aspects of the research, but work is also being car-
ried out on horticulture, silviculture, natural
resources and the exploitation of riverine and
marine resources. It is hoped that through this
investigation, the study will lay foundations both
for future work on the relationship between capital
and countryside and for studies of other urban hin-
terlands in Ireland. 

At a time when the impact of our rapidly
expanding towns on rural areas is the subject of
debate and controversy, it is particularly appropriate
to consider the historical dimensions and to explore
whether lessons can be learned for the future.

Dr Margaret Murphy is Project Historian
and Dr Michael Potterton is Senior Research
Archaeologist on the Medieval Rural Settlement
Project, directed by Dr Niall Brady. The Discovery
Programme is funded by the Heritage Council.

FEEDING DUBLIN
Investigating the hinterland of Dublin in the medieval period
Margaret Murphy and Michael Potterton outline some of the research being

carried out at the Discovery Programme

Over 70% of the
land in the hinter-
land of medieval
Dublin was under
arable cultivation
to meet demands
for bread, ale, and
animal fodder.
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WATER HERITAGE DAY 
On September 10th, over 45 events were organised across the

country to celebrate Water Heritage Day. 
These focused on maritime and inland waters, and included the

animals and birds that live in these habitats. 

Field Trip to Raughley Rocky Shore, Co Sligo,
led by Dr. Bill Crowe, Marine Biologist and lecturer
in the Department of Environmental Science,
Institute of Technology, Sligo, to observe seashore
zonation and ecology. 

GALLERY  HERITAGE WEEK

The Western Region Zebra Mussel Control
Initiative is currently involved in educating school
pupils and interest groups. Dr Aoife Thornton speaks
to students at Headford Girls’ National School on
Water Heritage Day.

Water Protection Group, Galway - The Water
Protection Group, in association with the Heritage
Officer, Galway County Council, organised a public
awareness day on water heritage in Headford, County
Galway. The event consisted of a display stand, with
face painting, outside local supermarkets and a talk by
Dr. Aoife Thornton, Galway County Council, in the
local primary schools. There were lectures in the
Anglers Rest Hotel by Fishery Board staff and CEO
of Carra Mask Corrib Water Protection Group and
the Western Zebra Mussel Control Group.

The Group, assisted by local anglers, organised display
stands at four venues: Tesco Shopping Centre,
Castlebar, Co. Mayo; Eyre Square Shopping Centre,
Galway; Galway Shopping Centre, Headford Road,
Galway; and Westside Shopping Centre, Galway.

The stands contained photographic displays of the
decline in water quality in the Great Western Lakes.
“Much interest was expressed by the younger genera-
tion of shoppers, with a marked disinterest by the
older generation.”

Vital Signs of Peter’s Lake, Co. Monaghan - 
Vital Signs is an innovative software programme that
allows users to record environmental information,
take digital photographs and write observations on a
handheld computer. Young visitors on Water Heritage
Day recorded the air temperature as well as the tem-
perature of the Lake. The volunteers then checked
the ph levels and the Dissolved Oxygen levels. Of
most interest to the young environmentalists was
when the bug life of the lake was investigated. A net
was used to catch the bugs and viewfinders were used
to magnify the small invertebrates.
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Irish Seal Sanctuary, Howth, Co. Dublin - 
The Grey Seals of Howth were there and so was George, the largest
Bull Seal of Howth Harbor. Tourists from Holland, America, and as
far as Coolock were there as well to enjoy the sights and sounds
despite the weather.

A talk by a local heritage expert at
Moybologue Cenetery, Co. Cavan,

during Heritage Week. Photograph by
Anne-Marie Ward, Heritage Officer,

Cavan County Council.

GALLERY  HERITAGE WEEK

Heritage Week at 7th Lock Bridge on the Grand Canal. Photograph by Gary O’Neill.
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GALLERY  HERITAGE WEEK

Exploring the heritage of
the Royal Canal -  Meath,
Fingal and Kildare County
Councils hosted this event
supported by Waterways
Ireland, The Inland
Waterways Association of
Ireland, the Royal Canal
Amenity Group and the
Central Fisheries Board, to
celebrate the Royal Canal's
rich heritage and discuss its
history, industrial heritage,
wildlife and fishing. 

The organisers and speak-
ers: Bridget Loughlin, Niall
Galway, Noel Spain, Loreto
Guinan, Joe Caffrey, Paula
Tracey and Gerry Clabby.

Visitors to Glendalough, 
Co. Wicklow, during Heritage
Week, September 4th-11th. 
Photographs by Gary O’Neill
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Visitors to Glendalough, Co. Wicklow,
during Heritage Week, September 4th-

11th. Photographs by Gary O’Neill

Paulstown Tidy Towns Committee, winners of the “Best New Entry Award” and also “Population Category 2
Award”     , at the Kilkenny Pride in Place Awards 2005 during Heritage Week. The awards recognise and support the
hard work of communities around the county in protecting and enhancing the built and natural heritage of their
towns and villages. 

GALLERY  HERITAGE WEEK

Nicola O’Gorman, Central
Fisheries Board, examines
a roach caught by electro-
fishing.
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The Abbey on Clare Island is an excep-
tional treasure off the coast of Mayo, in
the mouth of Clew Bay. It contains a

wonderful display of unusual and extremely rare
medieval wall paintings. These fragile wall paint-
ings have survived on this lonely Atlantic out-
post against the odds and give a wonderful and
extraordinary insight into life, imagination and
decoration on Clare Island in medieval times.

The circumstances under which the
church was founded remain puzzling but it is
clear that during the 13th Century the earlier
part of the Abbey was built for the Cistercian
order and that the O'Malleys, who were chiefs
of the area, were in some way involved. The
church went on to become more of a monu-
ment to the O'Malleys rather than a spiritual
outpost of the Cistercian order. In fact, the
chancel of the Abbey appears to have been built
as a veritable royal burial chapel for the
O’Malleys in the 15th Century.  The O’Malley
coat of arms is displayed on a heraldic plaque on
the wall of this burial chamber.  Local rumour
has it that Grace O’Malley or Granuaile, the
Pirate Queen, is buried in this chamber
although historians think that it is much more
likely that her true burial place is in
Abbeyknockmoy.

A book about the Abbey on Clare Island
and its wall paintings was launched in May 2005
on Clare Island by the Royal Irish Academy as
part of ‘The New Survey of Clare Island’ series.
The wall paintings are photographed and beau-
tifully reproduced in colour for this volume and

THE ABBEY 
IN PRAEGER’S 
FOOTSTEPS 
The new survey 
of Clare Island

Echoing medieval times, Cistercian monks sang solemn
chants at the launch of the book about the Abbey on
Clare Island and its wall paintings in May 2005.

All colour images © Michael McLaughlin
www.michaelmclaughlinstudios.com

At the start of the 20th Century, Robert Lloyd Praeger
and a team of fieldworkers set off for Clare Island to take

part in the Clare Island Survey. Copyright RIA.
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the importance and rarity of these paintings in a
national and European context is highlighted
and explained.  

Cistercian monks from Roscrea, Co.
Tipperary, were invited by the Royal Irish
Academy to participate in the launch of the
book. People crowded into the small Abbey and
were captivated by simple, solemn chants sung
by the Monks. Brother Richard of Mount St.
Joseph Abbey explained to the crowd that
Cistercian Monks stationed on the island in
medieval times would have sung the same chants
that are sung in present day Cistercian
Monasteries such as the Salve Maria. The won-
derful mixture of the beauty of the wall paint-
ings with the atmosphere created by the chanti-
ng of the monks made it a most magical experi-
ence for those gathered in the little church. It
may have been up to 300 years since Cistercians
had last sung in the Abbey until that summery
Saturday in May.

The most surprising aspect of the wall
paintings in the Abbey is that many of the
images are not of a religious nature. There are
definite religious images such as a crucifixion
and also St. Michael weighing souls, which con-
veys the message that on Judgement Day, St.
Michael weighs one’s good deeds and sins
against each other in order to determine the fate
of the soul. Predominant however, are non-reli-
gious images depicting a variety of real and
imaginary animals and persons adorning the

walls of the chancel of the Abbey making these
wall paintings extremely rare.

There is a cattle raid taking place across the
roof of the Abbey, showing herds of cattle,
sheep and pigs and an armed herdsman who has
been wounded by an arrow in his back, fired by
a nearby archer. There are soldiers and a mag-
nificent knight on horseback, brandishing a
spear over his head. Cattle raiding is well docu-
mented in Irish literature and was regarded as a
particularly aristocratic occupation right up to
the 17th Century. Wonderful mythical beasts: a
winged dragon, body sharing beasts, a double-
headed eagle and serpents also feature and have
survived in bright red and vivid yellow across the
walls of the Abbey, as well as some more usual
wildlife: cranes, birds, cats and dogs.

Musicians and musical instruments are well
represented on the walls of the Abbey, in keep-
ing with medieval musical imagery making ref-
erence to rejoicing and singing of God’s praises.
A harpist and a lyre player are making heavenly
music, and close by the first and only known pic-
ture of a medieval organ was uncovered during
the recent conservation work, showing one per-
son playing the organ with another operating a

The Abbey’s
wall paintings
include a mag-
nificent knight
on horseback,
brandishing a

spear.

These fragile wall paintings have survived on
this lonely Atlantic outpost against the odds
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bellows in order to create the sound for the
organ.

The Royal Irish Academy has been travel-
ling to Clare Island for over 100 years. At the
start of the 20th Century, Robert Lloyd Praeger
and a team of fieldworkers set off for Clare
Island. Their goal was to embark on the most
ambitious natural history project ever undertak-
en in Ireland and the first major biological sur-
vey of a specific area carried out in the world,
which was known as the Survey of Clare Island
(1901-1911). Visitors of all kinds to the island
were for years referred to as ‘Praegers’ by the
islanders.

The New Survey of Clare Island was
launched in 1991, to re-survey the island using
up-to-date methods and data and compare and
contrast the findings with the results of the orig-
inal survey and assess almost a century of
change. The wall paintings in the Abbey were
included and were in precarious condition at the
time of the re-survey; some of the paintings

were literally in danger of falling of the walls.
The survival of these unique paintings has been
helped by a painstaking restoration over more
than 10 years headed up by Christoph
Oldenbourg and Karena Morton and teams of
conservators with the support of the National
Monuments Section of the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 

Many of the images were not in as good
condition as during the first survey of Clare
Island at the start of the 20th century. Indeed,
some of the images that were documented in
the original survey were no longer there, while
others had deteriorated badly. Oldenberg and
Morton pioneered new methods of conserva-
tion during their restoration, such as using
Ultra-Violet light to kill fungi and other micro-
biology growing on the damp walls. This
growth and bacteria was then gently removed
from the painting with a variety of apparatus
from sponges to dental implements. This con-
servation technique led to the discovery of some
previously unknown images, the most important
of which is the first and only Irish image of a
medieval organ.

By Siona Breathnach, Royal Irish Academy

The Heritage Council funded many aspects of the of
the New Survey of Clare Island, including the publi-
cation of The New Survey of Clare Island Volume 4:
The Abbey which is now available online at www.ria.ie
and in all good bookshops.  
For more information on the New Survey of Clare
Island see www.ria.ie/projects/clare_island

94% of Irish people believe heritage should be protected. 

64% would like to know more about heritage in Ireland.

80% believe the Government should offer incentives to people to encourage heritage protection.

68% agreed that people should be penalised for not protecting heritage. 

67% believe heritage is protected for the tourist's benefit.

75% feel there should be more information available on heritage in Ireland.

57% believe access to heritage improves their quality of life.

79% believe heritage protection is everyone's responsibility. 

Landsdowne Research survey on behalf of The Heritage Council, August 2005. Interviews carried out with a nationally repre-
sentative sample of adults aged 15+. Interviews undertaken at 60 sample points. Numbers of interviews completed: over 1000. 

The Abbey’s
wall paintings

include wonder-
ful mythical

beasts, a winged
dragon, a dou-

ble-headed eagle
and serpents in
bright red and
vivid yellow, as
well as birds,
cats and dogs.
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The Russian zoologist (Pallas) who first
described the Zebra Mussel in the 18th cen-
tury could hardly have envisaged the future

widespread destruction that the species would
unleash on freshwater bodies globally. The adult
Zebra Mussel (Dreissena polymorpha) is a freshwa-
ter shellfish that is approximately thumbnail size
and usually has a shell with striped colouration of
alternate light and dark bands. Although small in
size, Zebra Mussels irreversibly destroy freshwater
ecology and cause major problems by blocking
water abstraction pipes of water treatment plants
and boat engines. 

Zebra Mussels are native to the Aral and
Caspian seas and have spread from there to most of
the freshwater inland waterways of Europe, having
reached Great Britain in 1824 and eventually
Ireland in the mid-1990s. It is thought that these
mussels entered Lough Derg on the Lower
Shannon on second-hand boats that were bought
from Great Britain. Now, many Irish lakes are at
risk from invasion by this pest. When Zebra
Mussels are introduced into lakes, they cause major
changes to the food web, mainly due to their
strong ability to filter out phytoplankton and small
zooplankton. Ecological changes are already
apparent in the Shannon-Erne waterway where
populations of native freshwater mussels are pre-
vented from feeding as a result of Zebra Mussels
attaching to the outside of the native mussel shells.
The native mussels (Anodonta sp.) are prevented
from opening and closing their shells so they starve
to death.

In order to prevent the further spread of
Zebra Mussels, the Western Region Zebra Mussel
Control Initiative was formed as a result of an
action in the Galway County Heritage Plan 2004-
2008. Seed funding was granted from the Heritage
Council and Galway County Council. The
Initiative is active in educating boat-owners, anglers
and wildfowlers in particular, about the threat that
Zebra Mussels pose to our inland waterways.
Initially, the intended aim was the protection of all
vulnerable western lakes, however the campaign is
gaining momentum nationally. The Initiative
includes representatives from local authorities in
the West and Clare County Council, Fisheries
Boards, state bodies, angling and boating organisa-
tions and interested individuals. 

Initial works that were performed by the
Western Region Zebra Mussel Control Initiative
included the erection of Zebra Mussel warning
signs at the main boat launching sites around the
Great Western Lakes (Corrib, Mask, Carra, Conn
and Cullin). Zebra Mussels can be transported
when attached to boats that travel upstream and
may spread naturally downstream with the water
current. Once Zebra Mussels fall off a boat hull,
for example, a new site of infestation may result.
They can survive for up to one month out of water
and are readily transported across land when
attached to boat hulls and equipment or when
contained in bilge water that is allowed to drain
out into an un-infested waterway.

Since my appointment this year as the Zebra
Mussel Education Officer with the Initiative, I was
responsible for continuing the educational cam-
paign through the airwaves, in the print media and
on the Internet. We are currently involved in edu-
cating school pupils and interest groups in identify-
ing suitable steam cleaning facilities for boats, in fur-
ther dissemination of information and in the exam-
ination of legislation pertaining to the spread of
alien species. 

The quest to prevent the further spread of
Zebra Mussels and other aquatic alien species is
ongoing and it will only be successful with the con-
tinued help and commitment from the whole com-
munity. Ní neart go cur le chéile.

By Dr. Aoife Thornton, 
Zebra Mussel Education Officer, Western Region

Zebra Mussel Control Initiative.

Alien 
Invaders
the Zebra Mussel

The Zebra
Mussel
(Dreissena 
polymorpha)

Zebra mussels
can cause major
problems in boat
engines.
Photograph 
courtesy of Dan
Minchin.



Dalmatic back, full view. 
The almost complete set of
vestments belonging to the

Catholic Diocese of
Waterford and Lismore,

and on display in the
Waterford Museum of
Treasures, is unique.
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Few items of our tangible heritage are as vulnerable as
textiles. With all the pattern and colour of a butter-
fly’s wings, and affording sometimes comparable

pleasure, cloth provides not only adornment but through
the detail of texture and colour a sensual experience denied
to more robust heritage forms. In an increasingly dispos-
able society, and with an influx of cheap Chinese imports, it
is now difficult for many to appreciate the former rarity of
fine textiles. The production of fine cloth was the very eco-
nomic basis of the so-called European Renaissance, allow-
ing the great Italia city states to flourish, and those of
Flanders, and later the Spanish Netherlands, to rise to inter-
national prominence. Indeed for all the prestige of painting
and sculpture and fine architecture for which we now
recognise the Renaissance it was on cloth, especially on tap-
estry, that the most lavish patronage from princes and bish-
ops was bestowed. Where money is now spent on a heli-
copter or a seaside villa it was once spent on cloth.  
Ecclesiastical vestments were, historically, among the finest
examples of the weaver’s and embroider’s art. Religious and
political upheaval, and more latterly neglect and widespread
disregard, has resulted in Ireland having a poor tradition of
fine vestments. Even where the skills employed were not
what could be called first class, the labour employed by
guilds of (usually) women, the sheer number of hours spent
in finely detailed work should merit some concern and
some attention to this aspect of a once collective heritage.
The wholesale dissemination of a collective cultural effort,
an ongoing trend regrettably, must seem increasingly wilful.
On the other hand the bias of art historians, too narrowly
focused on easel paining above all else, has denied the

Textiles
OUR FRAGILE HERITAGE



The Heritage Council is happy to
announce the appointment of Lesley-
Ann Hayden as a consultant to coordi-
nate its Standards and Accreditation
Scheme for the Irish museum sector.
Details of the scheme will be circulated
widely in the coming months. It is
anticipated that those museums par-
taking in the pilot phase will proceed
to full accreditation and that 10 fur-
ther museum will be invited to partici-
pate in the scheme.

A graduate of Trinity College,
Dublin, where she studied Italian and

History of Art, Lesley-Ann developed
her career largely in the commercial sec-
tor in Canada, particularly in administra-
tion, management and human resources.
She has previously worked at the Dublin
office of Sotheby's. With the MI Group,
Toronto, one of the world’s leading
relocation companies, she visited compa-
ny branches to assess administrative and
operational standards against agreed
external professional criteria. Since
returning to Ireland in 2003 she has
been administrator of the Irish Centre
for European Law based in TCD.

APPOINTMENT  Lesley-Ann Hayden 
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remaining vestments any part in a language of
the country’s visual culture.
And yet for all the neglect some wonderful
examples of the art survive, some in public col-
lections and still others in private hands. The
almost complete set of vestments belonging to
the Catholic Diocese of Waterford and
Lismore, and on display in the Waterford
Museum of Treasures, is unique in these
islands. In addition to their own inherent merit
and beauty they throw a bright light onto the
visual culture of late medieval Ireland and link
it instead with mainstream artistic develop-
ments on the contemporary European main-
land. Links with continental tastes, for good
and for bad, provide one continuum through-
out the tradition. In private collections it is
possible to see examples of 17th century-

Genoese velvet and in yet others French 18th-
century embroidery with all the fruity embel-
lishment that suggests a sense of degeneration.
Styles such as this could give the wearer a bad
name! At the same time it is an intriguing
insight into liturgical practice that in spite of a
grim and impoverished architectural legacy that
at least some aspect of continental court taste
was asserting itself in the depths of rural
Ireland. Later fine work by the Dun Émer
Guild for Loughrea Cathedral is better known
and well cared for.

The very fragility of cloth ensures that its stor-
age and display presents a nightmare-like chal-
lenge to a curator and conservator. An hour
too long on the clothes line will destroy the
finest shirt and too much rough and tumble
will take the sheen off a fine skirt. How much
more vulnerable a piece of cloth 500 years old.
The conservation and restoration of such fabric
is a costly business requiring the most detailed
and careful precision, together with incredible
technical skill and endless patience. The
Heritage Council has supported a number of
such projects and it is hoped to embark on an
audit of such collections remaining in the
country. This will serve to highlight the extent
and nature of such vestments and will provide
some indication of the nature of work needed
to ensure preservation and, where appropriate,
to make recommendations for their future care,
welfare and interpretation.

By Dr Hugh Maguire, Museums and
Archives, The Heritage Council

Panel from
Cape - Jesus
among the
Doctors.

Photographs
courtesy of
Waterford

Museum of
Treasures

In an increasingly disposable society... 
it is now difficult for many to appreciate 
the former rarity of fine textiles.
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In 1986, recognising the importance of pro-
tecting Ireland’s moving image heritage, the
Irish Film Institute (IFI) - the agency

charged with the promotion of film in Ireland -
established what has grown to become the
national film collection, the Irish Film Archive.
Since that time as part of the IFI, the Archive has
carried out a mission to acquire, preserve and
make available Ireland’s moving image heritage
and related materials and built up a collection of
approximately 20,000 cans of film, predomi-
nantly made in or about Ireland, or by Irish pro-
ducers abroad. A complementary collection of
documents, posters and images are held in the
document collection, and the Tiernan MacBride
library (also part of the Archive) holds a wealth
of published material on Irish and international
cinema. These collections are held in custom-
built climate-controlled vaults at the IFI premis-
es in Temple Bar, designed specially for viewers'
access and the long-term preservation of film
materials. 

The Archive collection is a unique cultural
and historical resource reflecting indigenous film
production from 1897 to the present day. The
changing landscape of our nation has been cap-
tured alongside changing attitudes, customs and
social conditions. Amateur films, newsreels,
sporting and social events are preserved along-
side feature films and documentaries.

The work of such luminaries as John
Boorman, Neil Jordan and Jim Sheridan is pre-
served alongside films made within local com-
munities and by amateur film-makers. Important
Irish figures are represented, as are the most
important social, political and historical events
of the last century, enriching our understanding
of this period and enabling us to connect with
our past. The material safeguarded by the
Archive is a vivid and tangible document of
Ireland’s past and present and chronicles the
development of modern Ireland at a time of
unprecedented social and political change.  

THEIrish
Film 

Archive
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PRESERVATION
The Irish Film Archive takes very seriously the
task of preserving the material in its care for
future generations, but film preservation is an
expensive and complicated activity. The lack of
film laboratories and restoration facilities in
Ireland further add to the difficulty and cost as all
restoration work must be carried out in the UK.

Over the last few years the Heritage
Council has supported the IFA’s preservation
activities through a number of grants under its
Museum and Archives scheme Successful appli-
cations have allowed material held by the
Archive to be converted to stable, archivally
acceptable and viewable formats. In 2001, a
grant allowed the Archive to convert most of its
vulnerable nitrate collection, previously held in
Laboratories in London due to its flammable
nature, to safety film. In 2002, the Irish Film
Archive completed the conversion of most of its
9.5 collection, previously inaccessible due to its
fragile nature and the lack of suitable viewing
equipment, 16mm format. 

In early 2003, the Irish Film Archive was
able to commission restored combined optical
prints with re-mastered sound of two important
feature films, She Didn’t Say No and Beloved
Enemy, believed to be lost until very recently. She
Didn’t Say No is a 1958 adaptation of a novel by
Cork writer Una Troy. Featuring prominent
Abbey actors it tells the story of a family in which
all the children are illegitimate by various fathers.
The film, which was brave for its time dealing
with issues of morality, illegitimacy, etc, is all the
more shocking in that it was based on a true
story; it was banned in Ireland on its release and

has rarely been screened. 
Beloved Enemy is an interesting fictional

version of the Michael Collins-Lady Lavery
story. Made in 1936 by the legendary Samuel
Goldwyn the film stars Merle Oberon, Brian
Ahearne and David Niven. A nitrate copy of the
film originally found by the Limerick Film
Archive was one of the few copies known to exist
with an alternative unhappy ending to the gen-
eral commercial release, therefore making it not
only unstable but very rare. The importance of
both these films is obvious. Not only are they

Above: Merle Oberon and Brian
Ahearne in the 1936 film ‘Beloved
Enemy’, a Hollywood version of the
Michael Collins and Lady Lavery story,
restored through a grant from the
Heritage Council and one of the high-
lights of this year’s Cork Film Festival.

Left: Toughy Monaghan (Raymond
Manthrope) gets a trim before going on
set of ‘She Didn’t Say No!’. 
1958 Associated British Pictures.

Opposite: A member of the Irish film
Archive staff views a film on a flat bed
viewer called a Steenbeck. Each film in
the collection is viewed in this manner
to allow technical, condition and content
information to be recorded and entered
into a central database.

The material safeguarded by the
Archive is a vivid and tangible 

document of Ireland’s past and present
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historically, socially and artistically important,
they are extremely rare (if not unique). Their
physical condition (one was nitrate and the other
was suffering from vinegar syndrome - a chemi-
cal degradation) meant that it was imperative
that they were duplicated immediately and pre-
served in archival conditions. 

The most recent application to the
Heritage Council has allowed the Archive to
purchase specialist equipment that will allow us
to transfer in-house 8mm film material to a
broadcast quality access format. As with other
small gauge collections (such as the 9.5 material
mentioned earlier) 8mm film is mainly amateur
and diverse in nature, often depicting communi-
ty and family activities. Small gauge material is
often shot on reversal stock. This makes it very
vulnerable as no negative exists from which to
make further copies if the material is damaged.
The addition of this piece of equipment to the
archive will allow us to ensure preservation-qual-
ity copies are made from our 8mm collections
and as with the other preservation projects this
will allow the material to be available to staff,
researchers and exhibitors.

These numerous preservation projects not
only ensure the safety of this unique film her-
itage but they also allow the Archive to fully cat-

alogue the material. In most cases when a new
preservation master is created, an access copy is
also created which is then available to researchers
and for screenings. Access material acts as a sur-
rogate collection, enabling good collections care
and preventing the need to access the original
material. 

Film is an important part of Irish culture
and the Irish Film Archive collections are a valu-
able national resource, of benefit to everyone
not just students of film. Preserving a visual
record of our activities and endeavours will allow
future generations to understand and connect
with their past. The things we have chosen to
record and the stories that we have committed to
film enable us explore our cultural identity. With
the invaluable support of agencies such as the
Heritage Council and the Arts Council the Irish
Film Archive will continue working to make sure
Ireland’s moving image heritage is meticulously
preserved and available for current and future
generations to enjoy.

Kasandra O’Connell, Irish Film Archives
www.irishfilm.ie

‘She Didn’t Say No’ is a
1958 film based on the

novel We are Seven by Una
Troy and was restored by
the IFA last year with a
grant from the Heritage

Council. This film was cho-
sen to be screened as part of
the New York Museum of
Modern Art’s preservation

festival earlier this year.

Anna 
Managhan 
with the

Monaghan
twins on the set
of ‘She Didn’t 

Say No’.

Inside the 
purpose-built
vaults of the Irish
Film Archive in
Temple Bar,
where film 
heritage is 
preserved in 
strict climate-
controlled 
conditions.
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Golden 
Eagles 

breed again in 
the Hills of Donegal

A fter an absence of 95 years, golden eagles are breeding again in
Ireland. In spring 2005, two young Golden Eagles bred in
Donegal. Golden eagles were once widespread in the mountainous

areas of Ulster, Connacht and Munster, but, primarily due to changing
attitudes and land ownership over the last 300 years, the former reverence
for golden eagles turned to disdain and eagles were gradually driven to
extinction through persecution, including poisoning, shooting, trapping
and egg collecting. The Irish population had crashed to only 14 pairs by 1900.

Photo: © Peter Cairns
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RE-PLANTING HERITAGE
Are Naomh Colmcille, an Fiannaíocht and
Gaelic poetry part of our heritage? What of the
wildlife they extolled? Ireland has the lowest
range of breeding bird of prey species of all
European countries, bar Iceland. From the early
18th to the early 20th century, Ireland lost eight
breeding raptor species, namely Osprey, Red
Kite, White-tailed Eagle, Marsh Harrier,
Goshawk, Common Buzzard, Hobby and
Golden Eagle, as a result of persecution and
habitat loss. Because wildlife conservationists
were overstretched and under-resourced, tack-
ling current threats to extant species was the pri-
ority and this distant but significant loss of bio-
diversity and associated cultural heritage was
somewhat overlooked.

Big native raptors (often targeted due to
their size) still have a role in our present day
landscape. Like replanting a native Oak tree, the
Golden Eagle Trust Ltd set out to ‘replant’ our
lost eagle population. Some say bird of prey rein-
troductions lie, “squarely at the junction of biol-
ogy and sociology”, and our project focused on
local public opinion, and farming opinion in par-
ticular. Initially, I emphasised the ethos of the
Rio de Janeiro Biodiversity Convention or the
Birds Directive, but found that the farmers in
Donegal were more mindful of the cultural her-
itage of eagles - the eagles their fathers or grand-
fathers spoke of around the fire, the eagle place
names and local lore.

THE EAGLE’S RETURN
As part of a planned reintroduction programme,
six young eagles were collected from Scotland
and flown to in Glenveagh National Park,
County Donegal, in 2001. In spring 2005, two
of these birds bred in Donegal - Yellow Diagonal
Bar, the breeding female, and the male, Yellow
Two Spot. January and February 2005 were spent
trying to locate this territorial four-year-old pair.
They were often glimpsed over distant mountain
ridges at least seven kilometres apart during the
early spring but their radio transmitters were no
longer working. At last, on February 28th, the
pair were seen chasing ravens above a suitable
nest site. I checked as many of the ledges as I
could reach and eventually I scrambled up to
look under a suitable overhanging rock. And
there it was, a new neat, small, green eagle nest
just under the extreme edge of the overhang.
Instincts had prevailed and the birds had chosen
a classic golden eagle nest site. The nest was
made out of fresh heather twigs, a few dried-out
thistle stalks and was lined with fresh green
woodrush. The nest was already firmly cupped -
ready for eggs.

Once common in Ulster, Connacht and Munster, eagles deco-
rate the page margins of the 8th Century Book of Kells. Early
Celtic crosses often include eagles in their motifs, including the
7th-century stone cross from Carndonagh. © Peter Cairns
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The male bird still retained a thin band of
white in the middle of its upper and lower wing
- meaning it had not attained full adult plumage
yet. On the morning of March 24th, I was
watching the nest through a telescope to see if
more vegetation had been added. I was looking
at new pale vegetation at the front edge and a
dark stick at the back of the nest - when she
moved her head!  It took a few moments to reg-
ister - the female was sitting on an egg and gold-
en eagles were breeding in Ireland once again.

The first four weeks of the six-week incu-
bation ran smoothly, with the male taking on the
occasional bout of incubation with quick and
deliberate changeovers. But on April 22nd the
male did not attend the nest once during a
depressing 10-hour observation stint. The
female was sitting on Saturday but by Sunday it
was apparent the male had given up. The female
came off the eyrie and was calling and yelping for
the male. She would normally be relieved of her
incubation duties at least once a day. In an effort
to keep her sitting I placed some deer venison on
the edge of the nest. The egg was cold and when
examined was found to be watery. It was either

infertile or had failed early during incubation.
The female remained sitting until May 10th, past
the due hatching date. 

This breeding failure by two inexperienced
four-year-old birds is disappointing but not sur-
prising. Like many other long-lived large raptors,
golden eagles have a relatively low reproductive
rate. Some pairs in Scotland only fledge one
chick every four years. It may take several breed-
ing attempts before a young pair produce chicks.
There will be more breeding failures in the com-
ing years. Since early May, a second rudimentary
nest belonging to a three-year-old female and
four-year-old male has been found. This breed-
ing attempt is a timely boost for this ongoing
project and for the positive outlook and com-
mitment of a growing number of interested peo-
ple in Ireland.

THE FUTURE FOR IRELAND’S
GOLDEN EAGLES
In 1999, there was real concern that the general
Ministerial licence that allows Hooded Crows
and Magpies to be poisoned with meat baits
could inadvertently lead to golden eagle poison-

The Donegal public’s sense of 
ownership of the project and their pride 

in sharing a landscape with eagles has led 
to the project’s success to date

Two hundred
years ago the
golden eagle
would have been
a relatively com-
mon sight over
the hills of
Donegal. Some
of the local
Gaelic place
names remind us
that the favourite
haunts of eagles
were well known
probably since
early Christian
times.
© Peter Cairns
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ing. This indiscriminate control method is
arguably the biggest risk to Irish golden eagles
and we are seeking alternative agreed control
methods excluding the use of poisoned meat
baits. We have released 42 birds to date, which is
fewer than our original minimum target.
Therefore, we have applied to extend our collec-
tion period for 60+ birds from 5 to 8 years.
However, the survival rates have been far higher
than expected, as a result of local support. We
have developed a good rapport with Donegal’s
hill sheep farmers, but we have identified some
policy areas that could be amended to benefit
farmers and eagles alike. We are now entering a
second phase of the project where we need to
monitor breeding pairs and research their habi-
tat and prey requirements. We also now need to
begin the slow process of liaising with and pro-

moting eagle-friendly policies among Donegal
County Council’s planners and forestry and
agricultural bodies. The Heritage Council exam-
ined our proposal in the late 1990s and they
were the first Irish body to fully endorse and
fund our proposal. We were awarded EU LIFE
Nature funding and other public and private
funding shortly afterward. Now the Department
of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government has promised to fund the project
for the next three years.  

Last spring, I witnessed some breathtaking
aerial beauty...the naturalness of wind, flying
eagles and mountainside among the hills of
Donegal. In time, another generation of writers,

The golden eagle became extinct in Ireland due to extensive
persecution and habitat change. Ireland has the doubtful privi-

lege of being the only country in the world where golden eagles
have become extinct in recent times. © Peter Cairns

Golden eagles have a six-foot wingspan. They normally nest and
hunt in higher altitudes where there are less people and better
updraughts and thermals to help them soar. © Peter Cairns
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artists and mere mortals may be able to celebrate
and extol the beauty and life that an eagle can
bring to denuded Irish mountains. This breed-
ing attempt may signal that a diversity of conser-
vation ideas, decentralised projects, new rural
partnerships and genuine communications can
enhance our limited native biodiversity. The
GAA is undergoing a strong revival in rural
Ireland at present - maybe we could learn from
some of its key successful ingredients.
'Localness', whether at parish or county level,
and the sense of involvement are key compo-
nents. Appointing a Wildlife Officer to the Irish
Farmers Association would break down barriers
and could help to change the relationship
between farmers and wildlife groups. We defi-
nitely need more profile and especially television
coverage; we need to re-establish a general Irish
wildlife programme on RTE television - foreign
wildlife programmes simply reinforce the tradi-
tional perception that ‘interesting’ wildlife only
lies beyond our shores and conservation is some-
how a foreign concept.  

Some developers or public representatives
have often notably portrayed Irish conservation-
ists (both built and natural heritage enthusiasts)
as simply ‘negative’, opposing change, always

trying to staunch the loss of habitats and species
and only adopting the ‘Fortress Approach’. But
we know that the blending of community inter-
ests and wildlife is the key challenge for wildlife
programmes. The eagle project may be atypical,
but our local media profile has caught the public
imagination in Donegal because of our tangible
and proactive conservation goals and our com-
munity efforts. The Donegal public’s sense of
ownership of the project and their pride in shar-
ing a landscape with eagles has led to the pro-
ject’s success to date. 

If golden eagles can be re-established in the
Hills of Donegal, could White-tailed Eagles
grace the coasts of Kerry? Will the shadows of
Red Kite ever roll over a woodland floor in the
south east and when will the splash of an Osprey
herald springtime in Drumlin country? I wonder
which County’s public, farming and civic atti-
tude will help them win the All-Ireland Wildlife
Challenge Cup in 2010?

By Lorcan O’Toole, Golden Eagle
Reintroduction Project Manager

To learn more about the 
Golden Eagle Reintroduction Project 

please visit www.goldeneagle.ie

Each released
bird is fitted with
a wing tag and a
small radio trans-
mitter in order
to monitor their
movements. 
© Eddie Dunne
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A ugust 2005 was, to put it mildly, a busy
time for me even by the standards of a
well-travelled crusty academic. I had

been in China for three weeks, travelling from
south to north, and experiencing most unusual
weather conditions, 38 to 44oC each day with
almost complete humidity - not the ideal envi-
ronment for an Ulsterman with an undoubted
large complement of Viking genes! 

I returned home with a turnaround time of
just 36 hours, before heading off to speak at the
first Conference On Health And Biodiversity
(COHAB 2005), held in the Radisson Hotel in
Galway City between August 23rd and 25th.
This conference was the brainchild of Conor
Kretsch, a consultant scientist with the Moore
Group in Galway and what a job he brought to
an amazing and fruitful conclusion. 

The delegates and invited speakers were
representative of a broad spectrum of disciplines
and international interest groups and many are
most distinguished in their fields. However, the
atmosphere of the conference was homely (as
one would expect from being well-laced with
Irish West Coast hospitality) and relaxed, and I
think that I can speak for all delegates who
attended that it proved to be most rewarding.  

What brought so many people from all
quarters of the globe together for this meeting?
The answer to this is probably the most impor-
tant current issue for planet Earth that is the
mass extinction event that is unfolding around
us as a result of climatic and environmental melt-
down. In terms of impact upon humanity as a
whole and on all other species that co-inhabit
our biosphere, this issue makes the oil crisis pale
into insignificance. 

Symbiosis is a term that literally means “liv-
ing with”, but implicit in this term is the concept
that all parties involved acquire some benefit
from the alliance. What has become increasingly
more apparent in recent years, to even the most
sceptical of scientists, is that all life on Earth lives
in a symbiosis – it is just that we did not recog-
nise (and some still don’t) the complexity of
interactions between all life forms. COHAB set
out to address the issues underpinning this tenet
and to bring these concepts to as wide an audi-
ence as possible. Discussions and presentations
focused around three main areas: 'Biodiversity
and Agriculture’, ‘Biodiversity and Emerging
Infectious Diseases’ and ‘Biodiversity and Drug
Discovery’. It was demonstrated quite unequiv-
ocally, that in each of these areas there was a pro-
found interaction between the requirements for
the well-being of humans and interaction with a
plethora of cohabiting species.  

With respect to agriculture, all of our food
crops, fruit and vegetables are derived from
species that we have domesticated at different
times in the past and in our desire to improve
such products for biologically-irrelevant reasons
(such as how they look on supermarket shelves)
we run the risk of losing important natural
attributes and wild-type genes that confer advan-
tages and properties that we have not yet dis-
covered. 

With respect to emerging infectious dis-
eases, we need only refer to the recent problems
of SARS and bird flu, without forgetting the
“plagues” of the recent past such as Ebola, that
emerge from the forest from time to time cer-
tainly as a result of humans crossing biological
“lines in the sand”. Many if not all such diseases

The Importance of Biodiversity 
to Human Health

Orange-tip 
butterfly,
Antocharis 
cardamines.
© Robert
Thompson
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are the result of ignorance or dismissal of funda-
mental biology but we proceed along these
paths of behaviour at our peril as a species. One
can now travel around the Earth in little over 24
hours and the number of international travellers
is now greater by orders of magnitude than at
any time in our relatively short species history.
This provides the microbial stowaways, in the
form of new and indeed existing infectious
agents, with an unlimited potential for rapid
global spread, with all of the consequences to
our human society. Most of the drugs that have
contributed so much to the extension of human
life expectancy in the 20th century (remember
that this is when the pharmaceutical industry
came into existence) have been discovered from
natural sources in plants, trees, microbes and
animals. While microbes will always fare well
(they can evolve rapid resistance to our antibi-
otics and rapidly changing environments as we
all now know) plants, trees and animals are more
sensitive to habitat destruction, climate change
and pollution. Combine all three of these fac-
tors, as we are apparently doing on a global
scale, and the effects are incalculable for our
well-being. 

When animals and plants go extinct they
take their genes, proteins and metabolites with
them - the very sources of the majority of our
drugs. Thus with every extinction event, our
probabilities of drug discovery are reduced in
parallel. You may be forgiven for wondering how
these events affect you on the island of Ireland.
Well the biodiversity of this island is relatively
low due to several factors including past geolog-
ical history such as the breaking of land bridges,
the last Ice Age and the massive deforestation
that has taken place over the past thousand
years. However, this is no reason for not taking
every possible step to conserve what remains,
especially on an island that has a very low popu-
lation in relative terms and an equitable climate
with good provision of water resources. 

What has become very clear over recent
years is that the situation we as a species find
ourselves in today has no effective precedent in
human history. For most of our time on this
planet, we have lived with relative independence
of the majority of others but now we are influ-
enced to a large degree by their combined
actions. Global warming, for which we are all
responsible to a greater or lesser extent, can pro-
duce the hurricane damage in the Southern US,
the typhoon damage in China/Korea/Japan,
the cyclone damage in Bangladesh, the droughts
in sub-Saharan Africa and the recent flooding in
Central Europe. Thus the actions of people in
one part of the world can have dramatic effects
on the lives of others at different locations. A
very good example brought to our attention at
the COHAB conference was of the changes to
both environment and flora/fauna noted by the
Native American nations of the Yukon - a very
remote and unspoilt region of the world. These
changes included the northern retreat of conif-
erous forest, the reduction in winter snowfall
and the distribution of caribou and white-tailed
deer - all of which have led to alterations in the
lifestyles of these native peoples and all of which
are unique events in their history. 

We have all become citizens of a global vil-
lage and can no longer behave in ways that are
perceived as being of no consequence to our
brothers and sisters. We must all face up to the
responsibilities of global citizenship including
developing an awareness of the needs and wel-
fare of other cultures and perhaps even more
importantly, placing the needs and welfare of
those other life forms with whom we share this
world on a par with our own. We all need each
other ultimately to survive in a sustainable man-
ner on this planet and let’s hope that there is still
time for humankind to realise and fully embrace
our stewardship of the biosphere and all of its
denizens. Let’s hope and pray that COHAB – a
unique and creative endeavour initiated in the
beautiful west of Ireland – will contribute in
some way towards this ideal and may pave the
way for further dialogue.

Prof. Chris Shaw is Professor in Drug
Discovery within the School of Pharmacy,

Queen’s University Belfast. Prof. Shaw’s excit-
ing work involves the discovery and characteri-

sation of biologically active agents within
nature, most notably from amphibian venoms

that are harvested worldwide.

the most important current issue for
planet Earth is the mass extinction event that
is unfolding around us as a result of climatic

and environmental meltdown

The golden toad, a species from Cost Rica, went extinct in the
late 1980s. (Courtesy of the Consortium for Conservation
Medicine, New York.) Prof. Shaw’s research involves extracting
toxins produced by poisonous frogs and investigating their
potential uses in human medicine, particularly in treating cancer
and cardiovascular disease. Speaking about the worldwide
extinction of frog species, Prof Shaw explains: “It’s like burning
the library before we have read the books”.
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The Irish Draught Horse - 
A History
By Mary McGrath and Joan C. Griffith
The Irish Draught Horse is unique in the world and
an icon in the Irish landscape. The foundation breed
for the world-famous Irish hunter, it has never been
the subject of a comprehensive book. Historically,
the horse was so much part of the landscape it tend-
ed to blend into the background. But today the
horse is a luxury, a leisure and competition horse
much valued by a new generation of horse owners.
Here the story of the ‘horse of the people’ is told
before facts and details vanish forever, in this first
complete account of its cultural and historical signif-
icance. The contributors trace its evolution as a
working horse through its almost overnight disap-
pearance with 1960s mechanisation. Illustrated with
wonderful images, this will be the cherished book of
record for this subject.

Published by The Collins Press, 2005.

www.collinspress.ie

ISBN 1-903464-82-X

Stone Upon Stone - 
The Use of Stone in Irish
Building
By Nicholas Ryan
Stone has been used for building in Ireland for over
6,000 years. It was only when farmers cleared fields
of stone - like the haunting Céide Fields - that they
realised this commodity could be a valuable building
material. Since then, this natural resource has capti-
vated and perplexed people, and left an imprint on
Irish history, culture and folklore. Many books have
been written about related subjects - monuments,
bridges and castles - but the general use of stone
through time in Ireland has never been looked at
before.

This book gives access to many of the ‘secrets of the
mason’ and his relationship with his clients. We also
witness how the social and historical context of an
era affects both what is being built, and the way it is
built. The influence of the political, military and reli-
gious establishment in each era in the development
of building is acknowledged.

Illustrated with photographs, Stone Upon Stone is
the first book to outline the history of the use of
stone in building in Ireland.

Published by The Collins Press, 2005.

www.collinspress.ie

ISBN 1-903464-91-9

“BOOKS”
These books are supported under the Heritage Council’s publications grant scheme.
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Ireland’s Coastline - 
Exploring its nature and 
heritage
By Richard Nairn
Over 7500km long, Ireland’s coastline is a complex
fringe where land and sea intertwine. No part of
Ireland is more than 100km from the coast and over
half of the population lives within 10km of it. So
Ireland has a maritime history and over the millen-
nia its people have carved out a living from its seas
and shores as much as from its land.

This lavishly-illustrated book provides, for the first
time, a comprehensive account of the natural history
and human heritage of the Irish coastline. The natu-
ral habitats are explored along with the plants and
animals that live there. The book includes aerial views
and underwater photography of a largely unseen
landscape. There is a rich human story in the coastal
archaeology, early whaling, hunting of seabirds, tra-
ditional boats and life on the islands. It also includes
a guide to the tourism and leisure attractions of the
coast with colour maps of all the best locations.

As Michael Viney says in his foreword, “Our coast-
line, with its richly diverse habitats and species, is a
threshold of imagination, for which this book is a
valuable guide and companion.”

Published by The Collins Press, 2005.

www.collinspress.ie

ISBN 1-903464-50-1

Dingle
Peninsula
Bird Report
2002-2004 
The new Dingle
Peninsula Bird Report
2002-2004 is described
in Wings magazine as
“setting a new high
standard” for local
reports. Containing
some stunning photo-
graphs, and with art-
work and text by Michael O’Clery, this report pro-
vides information on the status of all the bird species
recorded on the Dingle Peninsula. The report is
intended to encourage reporting of Dingle peninsu-
la bird species. Records can be sent to
ldhankey@indigo.ie A brief guide to 10 accessible
sites to go birding on the peninsula is available by
email from Jill Crosher: crosher@eircom.net

The Dingle Peninsula Bird Report 2002-2004 is avail-
able from Lucie Hankey, Monaree, Dingle, Kerry at
€11, including p&p.  Cheques made payable to:
The West Kerry Branch of BirdWatch Ireland.

Ireland’s Mammals
By Juanita Browne
This new hardback, full-colour, 192-page publica-
tion offers an accessible introduction to Irish mam-
mals. Illustrated with stunning photographs, this
book is an ideal wildlife reference for libraries and
schools as well as a beautiful coffee table book, and
an ideal Christmas gift for anyone with even a vague
interest in Ireland’s natural history. It includes a con-
tacts list, reference list, glossary and a 20-page Irish
language section. 

The aim of this book is to increase awareness of our
mammalian fauna. It is written in simple, accessible
language and introduces the reader to the life of
each animal - where it lives; what it eats; when it
breeds; and its adaptations for its particular lifestyle.
Ireland’s Mammals makes us reassess our thoughts
on the Irish countryside - by introducing its many
intriguing and charismatic wild inhabitants.

“At last, a book that brings us to meet Ireland’s mam-
mals in their secret hideaways. Their lives are often
hard-pressed in our small and busy island and we
need to know all we can about them. Juanita Browne
brings their story up to date in a clear and thorough
text, wonderfully suited to school use but absorbing
to readers of any age. It is matched to outstanding
behavioural portraits by Irish wildlife photographers -
pictures always beautiful and sometimes surprising.” -
Michael Viney, Irish Times columnist and author of
Ireland: A Smithsonian Natural History.

Published by Juanita Browne, Browne Books

ISBN 0-9550594-0-2

Ireland’s Mammals is available in bookshops or to
order copies directly from the author, please send a
cheque or postal order (for €25 plus €3 p&p) to
Browne Books, Calverstown, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare,
Ireland. Tel. +353 (0) 86-3442140. 

Order online at: www.irishwildlife.ie



Lough Sillan

Waterlily pads.
Sun shimmering on the lake
unleashes my feelings.

By 4th/5th Class, St. Patrick’s National School,
Shercock, Co. Cavan.

My Place

Swans splash in the lake.
The sky holds up the long day.
Nature inspires me.

By 4th/5th/6th Class, St. Michael’s National
School, Clifferna, Co. Cavan.

Summer’s Over

The sun is blazing.
Annoying horns are blaring
and I’m late - again.

By 6th Class, St. Patrick’s National School,
Shercock, Co. Cavan.
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Reading 
the 
landscape

During Heritage Week, 4-11th September 2005,
two schools were geared up and ready to get
involved - St. Patrick’s NS, in Shercock, and St.
Michael’s National School, Clifferna, Co. Cavan.
Ann Marie Ward, the Heritage Officer for
Cavan, invited poet, Heather Brett to visit these
schools with a view to helping the students use
creative writing to work with the theme of her-
itage. The students were so enthusiastic each
class composed a ‘haiku’. 
The project, entitled ‘Reading the Landscape’
encouraged the students to study their local
landscape throughout the year. Below are some
of the finished works by the students in Cavan.
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ACROSS
1 Live dame who belongs to the Middle Ages (8)
5 Wool of the domesticated llama (6)
9 Huge undecorated stone forming part of prehistoric structure (8)
10 This emergence could be way out! (6)
12 Adjoin as in sharing a boundary (4)
13 Fox hunter or jockey, in reality just a queer saint? (10)
15 Knowledge passed through tradition or anecdote (4)
16 Curse or bane (7)
19 Nocturnal cats living close to Central and South America  (7)
21 Less populated part of our island (4)
24 Rotate cart and find this unglazed earthenware (10)
25 Male monarch such as Nicholas or Alexander (4)
27 Tillable and productive farmland (6)
28 Irish ___ Trust - rescuers of historic  buildings (8)
29 Removing weeds with a long handled implement (6)
30 Indolence or inactiveness (8)

DOWN
1 Warm-blooded vertebrate, nourished with milk (6)
2 Earth fortification or type of primitive canoe (6)
3 Snakelike fishes with smooth slimy skin (4)
4 Quite an old piece (7)
6 Tower with warning or guiding beacon (10)
7 Studios or workrooms (8)
8 He’s not in residence (8)
11 They are 21 Downs, low-lying between land and water (4)
14 Find peatland and flytraps on this wet spongy area of Co Kildare (3,2,5)
17 Trodden country way (8)
18 Regenerate or revive (8)
20 Flat-bottomed boat with sloping ends (4)
21 Low area of marsh or swamp  (7)
22 There's usually an excellent tea-set in this demesne  (6)
23 Adult ducks belonging to Sir Francis? (6)
26 Edge tool used to cut and shape wood - sounds like the commercials! (4)

To win a book voucher
worth €50, please send
your completed grid, plus
name and address, to:

HERITAGE OUTLOOK
Crossword Competition,
Attention: Isabell
The Heritage Council,
Rothe House, Parliament
Street, Kilkenny, 
Co Kilkenny.
Closing date: March 1st 2006

Congratulations to 
Mick O’Connell from Beaufort,
Killarney, Co. Kerry, who sent in
the winning entry to our last
crossword competition.
Answers to Crossword no. 4, Heritage
Outlook Summer/Autumn 2005:
ACROSS: 1. Geology; 4. coastal; 
8. elements; 10. effect; 13. nightmare;
14. gnat; 16. fens; 18. erosion; 
20. spectre; 21. aunt; 23. newt; 
24. crippling; 27. amidst; 29. ances-
tor; 30. insular; 31. axe head.
DOWN: 1. greenhouse; 2. on edge; 
3. overt; 5. ore; 6. thematic; 7. lute;
9. transience; 11. foghorn; 
12. vegetation; 15. endangered; 
17. estates; 19. genetics; 22. virtue; 
25. piece; 26. magi; 28. tea.

Crossword No. 5 
(compiled by Nóinín)



NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND - COUNTRY LIFE
December 9th - 
Candle Craft. Candles for Christmas. 
Hear about lighting in the past before electricity and then make
and decorate your own candles on this one-day course with can-
dle maker Áine Bell.

December 14th - 
The Mummers. Interested in acting?
Workshop & Demonstration, 2.30-4.30pm. The Mummers were a
group of people who traditionally performed an intricate play with
varied characters around Christmas time. Learn part of a
Mummer's play with Joe McGowan and then perform your part
with the 'Sidhe Gaoithe' Mummers on January 1st.

Photo: Performing a Mummers play at the National Museum of
Ireland - Country Life.

January 1st - 
The Mummer's Play: Watch the Sligo ‘Sidhe Gaoithe’
Mummers bring to life such characters as St. Patrick, Gráinne
Uaile, Queen Maeve and many more in a traditional Mummer's
play. All ages. 2.30-3.30pm
For further information and/or bookings contact the Education and
Outreach Department, the National Museum of Ireland - Country
Life, Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo. Tel: 094-9031751. 
Email: educationtph@museum.ie   www.museum.ie 

Photo: Women spinning and carding, Ardara, Co. Donegal. 
Art and craft workshops and demonstrations including basket-
making, weaving and spinning can be arranged through the
National Museum of Ireland - Country Life, Co. Mayo. 

DÜRER IS COMING!
Albrecht Dürer at the Chester Beatty Library (10th November 2005
- 7th February 2006). This exhibition will present the collection of
over 120 prints by Albrecht Dürer held by the Chester  Beatty
Library, plus important works borrowed from two German institu-
tions, the Berlin Kupferstichkabinett and the Kunsthalle in Bremen.
The Kunsthalle in Bremen is lending two drawings: The
Proportional Figure of a Standing Man (1513), one of Dürer’s
studies in human proportion and the remarkable Sick Dürer, a
self-portrait of the artist when suffering from an internal ailment.
A new guide to the collection, published by Scala Publications,
will accompany the exhibition. For more information see
www.cbl.ie

COPPEEN ARCHAEOLOGICAL HISTORICAL 
CULTURAL SOCIETY
The Coppeen Heritage website is produced by the Coppeen
Archaeological, Historical and Cultural Society (CAHCS), of West
Cork. The aim of the website is to promote the heritage of Coppeen
and its surrounding areas. Visitors can access concise information
on the area in the ‘Archives’, air their views on the 'Discussion
Board' or access maps and
relating information in the
‘Walks’ section.
CAHCS is a group of like-
minded people whose aim
is to research, restore and
preserve all aspects of our
archaeological, historical
and cultural heritage, and
foster an appreciation of same, near and far. The website explains:
“Our area is very rich in archaeological terms, and we think these
sites should be highlighted, preserved and in some cases
restored, with appropriate signage provided. We have numerous
examples of ringforts, stone circles, megalithic tombs, galáns, ful-
lacht fiadh, southerrains, anomalous stone groups, stone rows,
stone pairs, rock art, boulder burials, early ecclesiastical remains,
fonts and burial grounds. Of particular note are Kinneigh Round
Tower and Cahirvagliair Ringfort. Also, we are located roughly
half-way between the highly important historic sites of the
Kilmichael Ambush and Beal na mBláth, where Michael Collins
died.” This is a beautiful and informative website which could be
used as an example to many small heritage groups. See
www.coppeenheritage.com

AIR AND EARTH : AERIAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN 
IRELAND CURRENT AND FUTURE PRACTICE
- seminar to be held in the Chester Beatty Library, Dublin Castle,
Dublin 2, on Thursday 8th December 2005
The Heritage Council is hosting a one-day seminar to discuss current
practice in the area of aerial photographic survey and airborne remote
sensing. This seminar is aimed at members of the archaeological pro-
fession, those with an interest in archaeological practice, in remote
sensing and landscape studies. The aim of the seminar is to describe
current approaches to archaeological aerial survey in Ireland and
internationally, including traditional photographic survey, the use of
satellite imagery, LiDaR survey, as well as aerial survey source mate-
rial. It is hoped that this seminar will inform an ongoing review of aer-
ial archaeology in Ireland, a document on which will shortly be circu-
lated for consultation.

IPCC CHRISTMAS FAIR AND OPEN DAY
Saturday 26th November
IPCC Christmas Fair and Open Day at the Bog of Allen Nature
Centre, Lullymore, Rathangan, Co. Kildare, 11am to 4pm. Events
will include guided tours of bog exhibitions, guided tour of
Flytraps Exhibition and composting demonstrations. Funds raised
go towards the Save the Bogs Campaign. Contact IPCC at 045-
860133. Volunteers and donations of goods welcome.

LISMULLIN HERITAGE SERIES
November 24th – Iconography in medieval Ireland: 
This illustrated talk by Jim Higgins will explore aspects of the reli-
gious iconography in various media found in Irish art of early to
medieval date. Jim Higgins, an archaeologist, is the Heritage
Officer with Galway City Council. 8pm.
The lectures will be held in Lismullin Conference Centre, Navan,
Co. Meath. Enquiries to: Anne Tighe, Lismullin Institute, 
44 Westland Row, Dublin 2. Tel. (01) 676 0731, 
email: Lismullin@eircom.net or see www.lismullin.org
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Carlow: Vacant
Carlow County Council
County Buildings
Athy Road, Carlow
Tel. 059-9136201 / 
059-9170300 email: 
heritageofficer@carlowcoco.ie

Cavan: Ann Marie Ward
Cavan County Council,
Cana House, Farnham
Street, Cavan
Tel. 049-4372561 email:
amcurley@cavancoco.ie

Cork: Sharon Casey
Heritage Unit
Cork County Council
Millview House
Victoria Road, Cork
021-4818006 email:
sharon.casey@corkcoco.ie

Cork City: Niamh
Twomey
Cork City Council, 
City Hall, Cork
Tel. 021-4924018  email:
niamh_twomey@corkcity.ie

Clare: Congella McGuire
Clare County Council
New Road, Ennis, Co Clare
Tel. 065-6846408
email: cmcguire@clarecoco.ie

Dublin City: 
Donncha O'Dulaing
Dublin City Council
Planning & Development
Department
Block 3 Floor 3
Civic Offices, Wood Quay
Dublin 8. Tel. 01-222 3184
email:
donncha.odulaing@dublincity.ie

Donegal: Joe Gallagher
Donegal County Council
Station Island, Lifford
Co Donegal
Tel. 074-9172576  email:
j.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown:
Tim Carey
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown
County Council
County Hall, Dun Laoghaire
County Dublin
Tel. 01-2054868
email: tcarey@dlrcoco.ie

Fingal: Gerry Clabby
Fingal County Council
PO Box 174, County Hall 
Swords, Co Dublin
Tel. 01-8905697  email:
gerry.clabby@fingalcoco.ie

Galway City: Jim Higgins
Galway City Council
City Hall, College Road
Galway
Tel. 091-526574 Ext. 547
email: 
jim.higgins@galwaycity.ie

Galway County:
Marie Mannion
Galway County Council
Forward Planning Section
County Hall, Prospect Hill
Galway  Tel. 091-509000
Ext. 198  email: 
mmannion@galwaycoco.ie

Kerry: Una Cosgrave
Kerry County Council
Aras an Chontae
Tralee, Co Kerry
Tel. 066-7121111  email: 
una.cosgrave@kerrycoco.ie

Kildare: Bridget Loughlin
Kildare County Council
St Mary's, Naas, Co Kildare
Tel. 045-873829 Ext. 3217
email: Bloughlin@kildarecoco.ie

Kilkenny:
Dearbhala Ledwidge
Kilkenny County Council
County Hall, John Street
Kilkenny
Tel. 056-7794126
email: 
dearbhala.ledwidge@kilkennycoco.ie

Laois: Catherine Casey
Laois County Council
Áras an Chontae
Portlaoise, Co Laois
Tel. 0502-74348
email: ccasey@laoiscoco.ie

Limerick: Tom O'Neill
Limerick County Council
County Buildings
79/84 O'Connell Street
Limerick  Tel. 061-496000 
email:
toneill@limerickcoco.ie

Longford: Lise McDaniel
Longford County Council
Áras an Chontae
Great Water Street
Longford, Co. Longford
Tel. 043-40731
email: lhenry@longfordcoco.ie

Louth: Brendan McSherry
Louth County Council,
County Hall, Millennium
Centre, Dundalk, Co Louth
Tel. 042-9324109  email:
brendan.mcsherry@louthcoco.ie

Mayo: Deirdre Cunningham
Mayo County Council
Áras an Chontae
Castlebar, Co Mayo
Tel. 094-9047696  email:
dcunningham@mayococo.ie

Meath: Loretto Guinan
Meath County Council
County Hall
Navan, Co Meath
Tel. 046-9097404
email: lguinan@meathcoco.ie

Monaghan: Shirley Clerkin
Monaghan County Council,
County Offices, Monaghan
Tel. 047-38140 Ext. 312
email: 
sclerkin@monaghancoco.ie

North Tipperary:
Siobhan Geraghty
North Tipperary County
Council, Civic Offices,
Limerick Rd, Nenagh  
Tel. 067-44587  email: 
sgeraghty@northtippcoco.ie

Offaly: Amanda Pedlow
Offaly County Council
Charleville Rd
Tullamore, Co Offaly
Tel. 0506-46839
email:
apedlow@offalycoco.ie

Roscommon: 
Nollaig McKeon
Roscommon County
Council Courthouse
Roscommon
Tel. 090-6637100
Fax. 090-6637108  email:
nmckeon@roscommoncoco.ie

Sligo: Siobhan Ryan
Sligo County Council
Riverside. Sligo
Tel. 071-9157444/3
Fax. 071-9141119  email:
sryan@sligococo.ie
heritage@sligococo.ie

Waterford: 
Dominic Berridge
Waterford County Council
Civic Offices, Dungarvan
Co Waterford
Tel. 058-21199  email: 
dberridge@waterfordcoco.ie

Wicklow: Deirdre Burns
Wicklow County Council
County Buildings
Wicklow
Tel. 0404-20100  email:
dburns@wicklowcoco.ie

Westmeath: Bernie Guest
Westmeath County Council
County Buildings, Mullingar
Co Westmeath
Tel. 044-32077
email: bguest@westmeathcoco.ie

Anne Barcoe
P.A. to Chief Executive and Chairperson 

Ian Doyle
Archaeologist
Paula Drohan 

Financial Controller
Alison Harvey
Planning Officer
Beatrice Kelly

Inland Waterways/Marine Officer
Fionnuala Lynch 

Grants Administrator
Dr Liam Lysaght 

Ecologist
Dr. Hugh Maguire 

Museums and Archives Officer
Martina Malone 
Secretarial Support

Colm Murray
Architect

Amanda Ryan 
Secretarial Support

Liam Scott 
Human Resources Manager 

Isabell Smyth
Communications and Education Officer

Michael Starrett
Chief Executive

Heritage Council staff can be contacted
at: The Heritage Council, 

Rothe House, Parliament Street, 
Kilkenny, Co Kilkenny

Tel. 056-7770777  Fax. 056-7770788
Email: mail@heritagecouncil.com

www.heritagecouncil.ie

What is Heritage?
Under the National Heritage Act

(1995), ‘heritage’ is defined as including
the following areas:

- Monuments

- Archaeological Objects

- Heritage Objects

- Architectural heritage

- Flora and Fauna

- Wildlife Habitats - Landscapes

- Seascapes and Wrecks - Geology

- Heritage Gardens and Parks

- Inland Waterways

HERITAGE COUNCIL STAFF

LOCAL AUTHORITY HERITAGE OFFICERS



HERITAGE WEEK 2006
AUGUST 26TH - SEPTEMBER 3RD

www.heritagecouncil.ie 

www.heritageweek.ie  • Callsave 1850 200 878  • email: events@heritagecouncil.com

The Heritage Council is delighted to be coordinating 
Heritage Week, a week-long celebration of who we are and where
we’ve come from. Each year, national and local community
organisations participate by organising events around the 
country. There is something to appeal to everyone and the aim is
to create awareness of our built, natural and cultural heritage.
Everyone is encouraged to get involved and activities range from
guided tours and lectures to music recitals, historical 
re-enactments, art exhibitions and craft demonstrations.


