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Declan Byrne 
SUAS Project Manager,  
on secondment from Teagasc

S
-

vegetation management on the hills.  

-
-

have helped to develop and it means 

approach on commonages, and has 

and a template for developing their 

-

-

Forming  
commonage 
groups  
through SUAS
Farmers in Glassamullen commonage in the  
Wicklow uplands set up a formal commonage 
group under SUAS to manage their commonage  

in their lives

exercising them.

are of  international importance for 
the habitats and species they contain 

-

commonage provides access to the 

-
ager and a facilitator. They formed 

-
body on the commonage met at the 

-

-

Peter Molloy and Richard Turner discussing their commonage with Minister Andrew Doyle and 
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farming and an ecological perspec-

-
age received all these designations 

agreed for the commonage. The plan 
-

nating areas of  tall leggy heather 
-

-

the heather by a local contractor to al-

-

farmers. 

Enda Mullen, divisional ecologist at the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service, speaking 

on the uplands above Glenasmole Valley.

 GLAS WILD BIRD COVER SEED

•  Sowing Rate 88 Kgs/Ha. Pre-mixed with the preferred recommended 
varieties and rates

•  Triticale used instead of Oats as the oats draws vermin in large numbers
•  Contains; 75 Kgs Triticale, 7.5 Kgs Linseed, 5 Kgs Mustard and 0.50 Kg 

Phacelia
• Sold in 22 kg bags.  4 Bags/Hectare.
• Cost €40/Bag ex Rathcormac.
Discounts on group purchasing. Nationwide delivery service.
Stockists: 
McDonnell Bros, Fermoy and Saleen, Co. Cork. 025 31166.
P Coffey and Sons Ltd, Lecarrow,Co Roscommon. 090 61114
O Sullivan’s  Beaufort Bridge, Killarney, Co. Kerry. 064 6644397.
 Creamery Farm Supplies, Croom, Co. Limerick. 087 4155233.
 Pat Tierney Supplies, Kilkishen, Co. Clare. 086 2406035
 Ward  Agri Consultants, Doontas,Killasser, Swinford, Co Mayo. 087 9193371
 CC Agricultural Consultants  Ltd,  Killashandra, Co. Cavan. 049 4334462

Telephone: 025 36253
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The story of 
commonage
Catherine Keena 
Teagasc Countryside  
Management Specialist

There are up to 15,000 farmers in Ire-
land farming 4,500 commonages on 

sixty per cent have a nature desig-
-

ing rates in the 1980s in response 
to headage payments led to some 

In an effort to address this, over 
4,400 commonage framework plans 
were prepared, covering more than 
440,000 hectares during the period 
from 1998 to 2002, and where neces-
sary destocking was prescribed and 
implemented through Agri-Environ-
ment Schemes such as REPS, AEOS 

The Single Farm Payment intro-
duced in 2003 resulted in a reduction 

Some areas now suffer from under-

Key principles
The current agri-environment scheme 
GLAS incorporated two new key prin-

the GLAS commonage management 
plans aim for this sustainable stock-
ing rate on a collective basis for each 

-

(SUAS); Carlow (Blackstairs Farming 
Futures); Donegal (Inishowen Up-
lands EIP); Galway (North Connemara 
Locally Led EIP); and Kerry (MacGil-
lycuddy Reeks EIP), addressing how 
farmers can deliver the optimal bal-
ance of food and other increasingly 
recognisable high value ecosystem 
services, by developing a “least 
cost” farming system to maintain our 
uplands in “Favourable Conservation 

-

-

-

-

areas at the bottom.

-

the machinery.

Innovation 

A report on facilitation process, a  
template for commonage group constitu-
tions and a how-to guide on forming 
commonage groups have all been 
completed by the SUAS project and are 

ie/suas-reports/

Declan Byrne, project manager of the SUAS pilot project,delivering a presentation at the Glenas-
mole Community Centre. 

-
-

-

the commonage.  

often. The person doing the shepherd-
-

-

-

-

for themselves and for the habitats 

farming and managing these habitats 
-

tal schemes.

the preservation of  its healthy, thriv-
-

is to discover and promote the best 
approaches and methods for land 

-

From page 33
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L
-

for their forebearers, to enhance their 

-

and the lofted section stored grain. 
The farm itself  is located close to the 

-

work
-

-

based in Midleton, a method state-
-
-

restoration work was underway

Grant Scheme for the conservation 
-

-

-

The scheme has closed for the year, 

Traditional Farm Buildings 
Grant through the Heritage 
Council and GLAS

2

1

Joseph and Margaret McCarthy outside their 
restored stone building

Eimear Connery 
Teagasc ASSAP advisor 
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Forestry Development 

Environment and Land Use 
Programme

Forests are increasingly val-

into their biomass and the soil.
-

estry policy is promoting a range of  
-

-

than for conventional forestry.

-

-
formation plan for mixed-species 

-

-

-

-

for longer periods and attain greater 

management.
-

agement of  his forest and over the 

-

-

next door to the forest and their chil-

the forest.

mixed section. 
Grant approval and felling licence 

-

-

trees for retention, selecting and 

-

management. 
-

-

timber production with 
forest conservation

Continuous Cover Forestry scheme

operations. 
-

agement operations and this year 

-

forest inventory. 

-
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machinery. 

-

remove the brash from the footpath 
and cycle path for the grandchildren 

-

CCF application
CCF is not an option for all forest sites 
as issues with elevation, exposure 
and soil quality may pose forest 

Sheltered sites with free draining 

thinning process requires greater 
management input than conventional 

by the Teagasc Forestry Develop-
ment Department in collaboration with 
University College Dublin (UCD), with 
support from Coillte and a private 
forest owner, is testing a range of 
methodologies for CCF application to 

CCF ultimately enables commercial 
timber harvesting while retaining a 

This is achieved through regular 
selective thinning and felling com-
bined with progressive under-planting 

-
ity timber without interrupting forest 

•  
crops/forestry/advice/management/
continuous-cover-forestry/

TIMBER  

Timber production from private 
forests reached one million cubic 
metres (m3) in 2018, and has the 

m3

given EU and UK related develop-

However, returns from farm-for-
estry remain attractive with a typi-
cal annual equivalent value (AEV) 
of between €400 and €500 per 
hectare (ha) for productive conifer 
forests including 15% broadleaf 

While our well-established 
sawmilling sector will continue to 
compete in a challenging market 
environment, it is also well placed 
to have continued access to ready 
markets for our homegrown forest 
produce given our proximity to 
the UK, the second largest net 

 
Sean Ryan, local forestry contractor 

 
forester and CCF specialist. 
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W -

-

-
ever, many and varied alternatives 

atmosphere and a scale perfectly ap-

gardens.

-
date for a small garden and yet it adds 

-

choice for a novice gardener. 

-

elements. 

-

added interest. 

-

and deserves a space in any garden, 
big or small.

Scent is also a consideration, espe-

-

months of  the year, it is indeed the 

-

Small but beautiful 
trees for the garden

Chris Heavey, Lecturer at 
the Teagasc College at the 
National Botanic Gardens

Acer Sango-Kaku. Sophora Gnome.

Wisteria sinesis. Hamamelis 

Luma apiculata.



AFTER THE ONE-TWO PUNCH OF PI REMOVAL AND BIOSECURITY, YOU’LL WANT TO KEEP YOUR GUARD UP AGAINST BVD. A 
1. AS BVD ERADICATION PROGRESSES, THE NUMBER OF NAÏVE, 

SUSCEPTIBLE HERDS THAT ARE AT RISK FROM SEVERE BVD BREAKDOWNS INCREASES2. BIOSECURITY AND VACCINATION 
HAVE NEVER BEEN SO IMPORTANT; PREVENTION OF FOETAL INFECTION SHOULD LAST A WHOLE 12 MONTHS.

ASK YOUR VET ABOUT THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN BVD VACCINATION  
AND HOW YOU CAN GET SUBSIDISED BVD TAG TESTING.

MakE BVD history
References: 1. Yarnall and Thrusfield (2017) Vet Record 181(13): 347. (Fx 
rate £0.9/€).  2. Doll and Holsteg (2013) Cattle Practice 21(3): 216. 

An educational service from Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health UK 
Ltd (“BI”). Further information available from BI, RG12 8YS, UK. ©2020. 
All rights reserved. Date of preparation: Jan 2020. BOV-0021-2020. Use 
Medicines Responsibly.

NO CONTESTIRELAND
IS KNOCKING OUT 

NO CONTEST



*Spirovac® contains Inactivated Leptospira borgpetersenii serovar Hardjo. Legal category: LM. For further information please contact your veterinary surgeon or Zoetis, 
2nd Floor, Building 10, Cherrywood Business Park, Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin D18 T3Y1. (01) 2569800 or www.zoetis.ie. Use medicines responsibly (www.apha.ie). (Feb 2020) MM-08020

FOR HEALTH
VACCINATE

LEPTO PROTECTION*

• Flexible vaccination programme, with a yearly booster at a time of your choice
• Protect young calves before they become infected
• Reduce urinary shedding from already infected animals

TWELVE MONTHS




