
 
 
 
Preparing your Budget 
The budget section of the application form asks you to present the total cost of your project, 
and the amount of the grant you would like from the Council. 
  
You must attach copies of quotations, estimates or other evidence to support the figures 
entered into the Budget section of your application. The Council may require successful 
applicants to seek revised estimates for certain items of expenditure. 
 
Voluntary work or in kind donations 
You are encouraged to put a value on any unpaid work contributed to the project by members 
of your organisation, by your project team or by other volunteers. Voluntary work (except in 
fundraising) won't usually bring in cash that can be used to meet project costs, but well-
planned use of volunteers shows commitment, widens participation and gets useful work done. 
The application form allows you to value this work, using the rates shown below.  Valuing 
voluntary labour or in kind donations* can be used to demonstrate your 25% contribution 
towards the project value. 
 
*In kind donations refer to goods/services that are provided at no charge to the project e.g. 
use of a local hall for meetings, use of specialist equipment etc. 
 

Heritage Council daily rates for costing voluntary time: 

Unskilled labour €80 per day 

Skilled labour €150 per day 

Professional labour €300 per day 

Management, administration and support 
labour 

€300 per day 

 
Restrictions on expenditure funded by the Heritage Council 
 

a) Heritage Council grant funding can be used towards travel, subsistence and 
accommodation within Ireland only (reasonable rates apply).  Travel rate is set at .53 per 
mile or .33c per km 
 

b) While you are encouraged to list all costs relating to your project, please be aware that 
Heritage Council funding cannot be sought in relation to: 

· travel abroad 



· office equipment 
· overheads 
· in-house costs for existing staff  (excluding non-profit non-government 

organisations) 
· self payment for work on own property 

 
c) Professional fees in relation to supervision of repairs to a structure should not account 

for more than 15% of the cost of project works. Funding from the Heritage Council 
cannot be used for amounts relating to fees that exceed this threshold.  

 

 

Other sources of funding 
In drawing up your budget, you should have contingency plans to enable your project to 
proceed if the Council funds less than the proportion you apply for. Your other sources of 
income may include: 
  

o fund-raising 
o sponsorship 
o grants or funding from other sources 
o payments from your own resources. 


