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Many town centresacrosslrelandface the
myriad challengesof vacancy associated
with decliningHigh Streets,low residential
populations, cardominated streets and
tired public spaces The students
completing the MSc Planning and
Developmentprogrammewere taskedwith
consideringhow town centrescanadaptto
these challenges by creating an Urban
DesignStrategyand thematic Town Centre
Plansfor Letterkenny Thesemoduleswere
completed with the planning staff in
DonegalCounty CouncilDevelopmentPlan
teamactingasclient.

Letterkenny,asthe
largest town in
Donegal, is not

commercial centre
but it alsoservices
the crossborder
rural hinterland of
the Northwest
Regionwith Derry

only the O2 dzy G & Q

It also acts as a gatewayto the popular
tourist destinationsfor which the countyis
bestknownwith the Wild AtlanticWayand
the nearby GlenveaghNational Parkbeing
part of the reasonwhy Donegalwasranked
top of National D S 2 3 NJ CJI&l KigDifd &
2017.1

Methodology

During two field trips to Letterkenny in
Januaryand February2018 MScplanning
studentscompletedurban designanalysis,
land use surveys pedestriancounts, public
and retailer questionnairesand interviews
with key stakeholders to gain an
understanding of how the town centre

functions
a

1 http://www.natgeotraveller.co.uk/smartravel/features/cootlist-17-2017/
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The classwere briefed by council staff
on the existing plan for the town and
their initial conceptswere critiqued in
Belfast by representativesof Donegal
CountyCouncil the HeritageCouncil RG
Data and the CathedralQuarter Group
in March. After submitting their reports
they were invited backto Letterkennyin
Juneto presenta seriesof their ideasat
a workshop for councillors and local
stakeholders This event was part of a
wider consultation exercise for the
O 2 dzy e@mkrgirg@anfor Letterkenny


http://www.natgeotraveller.co.uk/smart-travel/features/cool-list-17-2017/

Retail Estate

The courtyard Station Roundabout

2 Rowan, A. (197®uildings of Ireland: North West Ulstegndon: Penguin




LETTERKENNY

Wha
5 your ambition

for the town

ind what do we

need to do to get there?

LETTERKENNY

Donegal County Council invites the public and interested
parties to take part in making a Plan for Letterkenny.

North West
City Region,

Letterkenny will offer all the ingredient:
of a future city inc

Letterkenny is the commercial heart of
Donegalwith a population of 19,274 which
isalmostthree times more than the second
largesttown of Buncrana6785occupants-
CS02016census) Theextent of the study
area was set to correspond with the
proposed town centre boundary in Draft
County Donegal DevelopmentPlan 2018
2024 (seeabovecentreand Appendixl).

Thisboundaryzoningclearly identifies the
traditional town centre around Main Street
but it alsoincludesa significantamount of
landto the eastof this area Thisreflects

the ambition to grow [ S G (i S NJovgny y &Tkisreport is a summaryof some of the

centre usesbetweenMain Streetand new
council building at point 1 on the above
map. These lands include undeveloped
infilled land, industrial units, retail park
development (marked 2) and Letterkenny
Institute of Technologymarked3).

The project parameters reflected the
O 2 dzy &3pirktiorio grow Letterkennyto
35,000 by 2038 The student brief was to
plan for a liveableLetterkennywith a town
centre that catered for all ages and
householdypes

student projects that were devisedby the
classin close consultationwith the people
of Letterkenny The following pages
summarisethe & (0 dzR Swyalysisof the
town centre land usesand footfall before
the report moves into specific thematic
sections with analysis and projects on:
Town CentreLiving Commerciabnd Retail
Public Realm Tourism, Cultural and Built
Heritage andMovementand Access
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Main Street

Ground floor
vacancy rate

Legend

Landuse
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:I office - public services |:] storage and warehouse
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I reaith and medical services [N religious services [BR3%5] vacant unit February 2018
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Upper Main Street
562

Church Lane
404

Market Square

Rosemount Lane
274

Library junction
574

Pearse Road
421

Lower Main Street
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