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Welcome to the fifth edition of the Heritage Council’s Irish Walled Towns Network 
bi-monthly magazine, The Walled Town Crier, where we feature news and events 
relating to the network. 

In this edition we feature the fantastic wall murals that are bringing colour back 
to the streets of New Ross, Co. Wexford. If you are in the area, be sure to take a 
ramble down the laneways of New Ross to view these impressive works of art. 

Our featured town is Buttevant in Co. Cork which was founded by the powerful 
Anglo-Norman De Barry family in the 1200s. Today there is a heritage trail and 
informative interpretive panels that will lead you to the key heritage sites and 
stories of the town.

We also feature news snippets from around the network including the news that 
an additional €60,000 was awarded to ongoing conservation projects through 
the IWTN Capital/Conservation Grant Scheme 2021. That brings the total amount 
awarded to member towns across the network to €359,000 (for more information, 
see below). 

We are delighted to announce that the IWTN Conference will be going ahead this 
year. We have organised an online conference with a great line-up of speakers 
from Ireland, Northern Ireland, Scotland, England and Belgium who will be 
discussing regeneration and creating positive spaces in our towns. For more 
information and to find out how to book your place, see page 8. 

I hope you enjoy this magazine. If you have any questions or comments, or would 
like to contribute an article to our magazine on the heritage or promotion of your 
walled town, please do get in touch at: 

irishwalledtownsnetwork@abartaheritage.ie 

Róisín Burke - IWTN Project Manager

IWTN Flag Exchange continues
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The Heritage Council, 
through the IWTN 
Conservation / Capital 
Grants Scheme 2021 are 
delighted to announce that 
additional funding will 
be allocated to ongoing 
conservation projects. 

€60,000 has been added 
to the total fund for 
conservation works 
in 2021 bringing the 
total grant funding for 
IWTN Conservation & 
Interpretation projects in 
2021 to €359,000. 
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News: 
Heritage Council podcast discusses the valuable 
role played by our Heritage Officers

As our members are aware, heritage 
officers, as well as other key local 
authority employees like city & county 
archaeologists and conservation officers, 
play an important role in the Irish Walled 
Towns Network. This is, however, only one 
of their many duties and responsibilities. 

Heritage officers play a key role in 
promoting awareness, pride and 
conservation for the natural and 
built heritage. 

The Local Authority Heritage Officer 
Programme was started by the Heritage 
Council in 1999, and this year will finally 
see a full complement of Heritage Officers 
in place across all 31 Local Authorities.
 

In this podcast, Shirley Clerkin, Heritage 
Officer Monaghan County Council and a member of the Local Authority Heritage Officer Network explains the importance of 
the partnership between the Heritage Council and Local Authorities, the work of heritage officers, the value of biodiversity 
and heritage for sustainable development, and what we can do to be part of the solutions for biodiversity.

You can hear the podcast here: https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/projects/heritage-council-podcast-series/episode-12 

Episode 12- Local Authority Heritage Officer Programme

NEW PUBLICATION: 
’Approximate Formality - 
Morphology of Irish Towns’ by 
Valerie Mulvin
A new publication; ‘Approximate Formality - Morphology of Irish 
Towns’ by Valerie Mulvin gives a fantastic insight into the origin, 
originality, and potential of towns in Ireland.

‘Approximate Formality’ is published by Anne Street Press and 
available in all good bookshops.

An interview about the publication with Valerie (from the Today 
with Claire Byrne show on RTE Radio 1) can be heard on playback 
here: https://www.rte.ie/radio/radio1/clips/21978746/

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/projects/heritage-council-podcast-series/episode-12
https://www.rte.ie/radio/radio1/clips/21978746/
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IWTN Flag Exchange continues
The Ilen and its crew are continuing their voyages 
between the IWTN coastal towns and in August were 
able to deliver an IWTN flag to Waterford from Galway, 
their last IWTN port of call, before travelling up the River 
Barrow to the inland port of New Ross –with Councillor 
Joe Kelly (Mayor of Waterford City and County) and 
Eamonn McEneaney (Director of Waterford Treasures ) 
on board – for an exchange of flags with Cathaoirleach 
Pat Barden and other Councillors representing Wexford 
County Council. 

Despite the dampening weather in New Ross, the sight 
of the Ilen making her way towards the marina raised 
spirits of those waiting for her. It was wonderful to see 
the Ilen sail up the Barrow with the IWTN flag flying 
high, helping to celebrate the coastal walled towns and 
their shared maritime and trading connections. After 
the exchange, the flag was raised outside the Dunbrody 
Famine Ship Visitor Centre (it will later be moved to 
Goat Hill) and after lunch Wexford County Council 
Councillors took the opportunity to join the return 
journey downriver to Waterford.

The Ilen is returning to Limerick now for some 
necessary works, but the project which will see them 
facilitating flag exchanges, highlighting historical 
trade links between our coastal towns and forging 
new links between the modern communities 
will continue into next year. . 

You can see the short film of the event here.

To find out more about the Ilen Marine School and what 
they do, you can visit their website here.

Thanks to Ger Walsh, Wexford County Council for 
organising the reception at New Ross and to Rose Ryall, 
Waterford City and County Council for organising the 
Waterford delegation.

Image: The Ilen arriving 
in New Ross

Image: Mayor of Waterford City and County, Cllr Joe 
Kelly, presents the Irish Walled Towns Network flag to 
Cathaoirleach Pat Barden.

Pictured: Cllr John Fleming, Cllr Bridin Murphy, Cllr Joe Kelly, 
Mayor of Waterford City & County, Cathaoirleach Pat Barden,    
Cllr Michael Whelan, Catherine McLaughlin, Wexford County 
Council Heritage Officer, Leaschathaoirleach Cllr Anthony 
Connick, Róisín Burke, IWTN Project Manager. 
Images by: Browne’s Photography, New Ross

https://www.facebook.com/VisitNewRoss/videos/525641021995969/
http://www.ilen.ie/


Murals highlight New 
Ross’s Norman history
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The medieval walls of New Ross were erected in 1265 and were no doubt 
impressive in their heyday. However, some new wall art in the town, inspired by 
the era of the original town walls, mean that today it is the walls inside the town 
which are impressing people.

This June saw the completion of 
five marvellous murals in the IWTN 
member town of New Ross. On the 
proposal of the Members of New Ross 
Municipal District, the Walls Project 
was commissioned to do the murals 
and the murals now adorn prominent 
gable walls around the town and 
all tie in with the Norman heritage 
of the town. 

Each mural artist has their own style 
adding to the uniqueness of each 
image, but there is no question that 
all of them have added to the colour 
and vibrancy of the town and have 
attracted the attention of all who visit 
and live there. 

Image: Conduit lane July 21

Image: Fallow Fawn by Dan Leo

By:  Sharon Greene, Abarta Heritage
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Image: Aches’s image of a 3D horse

• ‘The New Ross Norman Motif’ by Holly 
Pereira is located on South Street. Using 
inspiration from both the Ros Tapestry 
and the Bayeux Tapestry and elements 
like birds, horses, flowers and greenery, 
this mural shows how the Normans 
entered New Ross, how they implemented 
agricultural practices and made New Ross 
their home. 

• ‘Fallow Fawn’ by Dan Leo is on the gable 
end of the Hilary Murphy building on John 
Street. Leo was inspired by the story of 
fallow deer which were introduced to 
Ireland in the Norman times (1169 AD).

• The next artwork by Case McClaim 
overlooks the carpark on the quay, across 
the road from the Dunbrody Famine Ship 
Experience, and features Strongbow’s 
daughter Isabel de Clare cradling St Mary’s 
Church in her arms. She, along with her 
husband William Marshall, founded New 
Ross. This church is where her heart is 
reputed to be buried. 

• Completed last autumn, Aches’s colourful 
image of a 3D horse rears up on the gable 
wall over the steps beside JD North’s on 
North Street. ‘Rearing to go’ is symbolic 
of the movement and progression of New 
Ross and its people.

• Finally, Nina Valkhoff has created a 
dramatic image of a Norman warrior 
woman and her horse towering 50ft high 
on the gable wall of Breen’s Hardware on 
Mary Street (see cover). 

This project has been funded by Wexford 
County Council (WCC) Arts Department, 
the Department of Rural and Community 
Development, and New Ross Municipal 
District and is a wonderful example of how 
heritage and the arts can be combined to 
promote and add life to a town.

Of course, this artistic enhancement of New 
Ross is ongoing with the New Ross Laneways 
project. Artists Friz, M Karol Art and Curtis 
Hylton have finished beautiful Norman-
themed pieces featuring children, birds 
and animals from the Norman era, and for 
Phase 2 local artist James Stafford is adding 
a collection of 32 Norman heraldic crests 
to Cook’s Lane. By the time this project 
finishes, New Ross will have to be reclassed 
as an outdoor art gallery!

Thanks to Ger Walsh of Wexford County 
Council for supplying the images for      
this article.

Image: The New Ross Norman Motif. By: Holly Pereira



Image: Lanes project

Image: Isabel de Clare cradling St Mary’s Church. By: Case McClaim

Find out 
more!
You can see the Wexford County 
Council video about the 
murals here and the Culture 
Night 2020 video about the 
New Ross Laneways Project 
here.

New Ross Walking Tours by 
Myles Courtney
Myles Courtney’s historical 
walking tours have been 
a feature of New Ross for 
a number of years and are 
popular with locals and visitors 
alike. He offers three different 
themed tours – the medieval 
tour, the 1798 Rebellion tour 
and the Kennedy Footsteps tour, 
all of which can be booked on 
his website. Here you will also 
find posts with interviews and 
stories of different aspects of 
New Ross history.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=329613321593136
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=329613321593136
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1220711048402616
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1220711048402616
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1220711048402616
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1220711048402616
http://history.visitnewross.ie/
http://history.visitnewross.ie/


IWTN Virtual Conference:
‘Regeneration & Creating 
Positive Spaces for our Towns’

Thursday, 7th October
The Irish Walled Towns Network  on behalf of the Heritage 
Council, are hosting a conference looking at the processes 
behind and impact of heritage led regeneration in towns.

When? 

• Paul Keogh of Paul Keogh Architects, recently awarded the Georgian Limerick 
Demonstration Project.

• Martin Hulse of Tyne & Wear Building Preservation Trust (TWBPT)  and Miranda 
Iossifidis of Newcastle University, both involved in the Sunderland Heritage Lab, an Open 
Heritage project.

• Lee Robb, founder of Positive Carrickfergus, a community interest company led by people 
who live and work in Carrickfergus.

• Nollaig White, SEO Economic Regeneration Unit at Roscommon County Council, involved 
in the Historic Towns Initiative in Boyle.

• Tony Monaghan, Economic Development Officer (Regeneration & Planning) at Derry City 
and Strabane District Council.

• Fergus Murray, Head of Development and Growth at Argyll and Bute Council and a Board 
Member Scotland’s Towns Partnership, with a particular interest in regeneration.

• Jan van der Borg and Bart Neuts of University of Leuvain, Belgium, researchers in cultural 
and heritage tourism development.

• Valerie Mulvin of McCullogh Mulvin Architects, author of ‘Approximate Formality – 
morphology of Irish Towns’.

Heritage buildings, street plans and archaeological monuments all contribute to the unique character 
of our heritage rich towns. Viewed by some in the past to be obstacles to progress and development, 
they are now valued as sources of inspiration and worth that can be central in the regeneration of 
urban spaces and their promotion. The combination of community effort and expertise from heritage 
professionals, backed by local and national government support is already making a difference.
Speakers from Ireland, Scotland, England and Belgium will look at a number of case studies of heritage 
led regeneration in Ireland and internationally and how it can impact the town and its community.
The conference will take place online and registration is available on Eventbrite here. 

Speakers on the day are:

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/regeneration-creating-positive-spaces-for-our-towns-tickets-168411747069
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Congratulations to all IWTN member towns that organised Heritage Week 2021 online 
festivals, events, talks, exhibitions or projects. It was a fantastic week with lots to see, 
explore and get involved with! Over 1000 projects were uploaded to the Heritage Week 
website so there is still plenty of time to browse through the projects , to learn more 
about the heritage that surrounds us all.

Four walled towns held virtual festivals this 
year and you can explore the towns and 
learn more about life in the past with their 
wonderful videos and talks. 
First up is Loughrea in Co. Galway. Loughrea Medieval Festival 
Committee and Galway County Council Heritage Office organised a 
virtual Loughrea Medieval Fayre themed festival with videos and 
online demonstrations about arts, crafts, food, heritage and explored 
life in medieval Hungary. 

To watch the videos, take a virtual tour of Loughrea, learn more 
about bees in medieval times or to find out about the eating habits 
of Hungarian nobles in the 1470’s, have a look at: https://heritage.
galwaycommunityheritage.org/content/category/topics/loughrea-
virtual-medieval-festival.

By:  Róisín Burke

Heritage Week 2021 
Online Virtual Festivals

https://heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.org/content/category/topics/loughrea-virtual-medieval-festival
https://heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.org/content/category/topics/loughrea-virtual-medieval-festival
https://heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.org/content/category/topics/loughrea-virtual-medieval-festival


These virtual festivals were funded by The 
Heritage Council’s IWTN Interpretation/
Events Grant Scheme 2021 with the 
support of the Local Authorities and 
festival partners. 

The Youghal Medieval Festival went online for the 
first time this year and a great line up of virtual events 
and talks was organised by Youghal Tourism and Cork 
County Council. There is something for everyone at 
this virtual online celebration of stories and music. 
You can watch Pat Smiddy chat about his life’s work 
and passion as “chief guardian” of the birdlife around 
Youghal. Caroline Fraher preforms at St. Mary’s 
Collegiate Church, Youghal. With the mesmerising 
acoustics of this ancient Church, Caroline delivers a 
stunning performance which is not to be missed. Pat 
Lynch, a unique storyteller and collector, tells tall 
tales, recites poetry and talks about his passion for 
collecting household items from the 1850s - 1950s.

 There is lots to enjoy and it is all available free, 
online at: https://youghal.ie/event/youghal-virtual-
medieval-festival/

Athlone Through the Centuries is an online virtual 
festival organised by Athlone Castle Visitor Centre. The 
programme of events featured a combination of live-
streamed onsite demonstrations and pre-recorded 
virtual talks, workshops and activities highlighting the 
history and heritage of Athlone. The events spanned 
key periods in the historic walled town and castle’s 
history and audiences could learn more about the 
history of wool or take part in a virtual feast or hear 
a free virtual talk on the incredible history of three 
castles: Athlone, Rindoon and Roscommon delivered 
by Dr Kieran O’ Conor. Many events were live streamed 
and are now available to view at: https://www.
facebook.com/AthloneCastle 

This year the theme for the Athenry Virtual Festival 
was ‘Heritage is the Future’. The online festival was 
launched on Sunday 15th August. Organised by 
Athenry Heritage Centre and Galway County Council 
Heritage Office, a wide range of videos, talks and 
tours about heritage in Athenry, medieval crafts, food, 
music and much more can all be accessed for free, 
online at: https://heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.
org/content/category/topics/athenry-virtual-walled-
town-day You can also browse the videos from the 
2020 Virtual Festival which are still available to view. 

There is so much to explore, so enjoy taking a ramble 
through our walled towns online offerings to find out 
more about the past and ‘open the door to heritage’!
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https://youghal.ie/event/youghal-virtual-medieval-festival
https://youghal.ie/event/youghal-virtual-medieval-festival
https://www.facebook.com/AthloneCastle
https://www.facebook.com/AthloneCastle
https://heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.org/content/category/topics/athenry-virtual-walled-town-day
https://heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.org/content/category/topics/athenry-virtual-walled-town-day
https://heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.org/content/category/topics/athenry-virtual-walled-town-day


Get to know your 
Walled Town: Buttevant

The medieval town of Buttevant (French word for 
‘advanced stronghold’) was founded by the powerful 
Anglo-Norman de Barry family in the 1200s. The town is  
located strategically half way along the route between 
the cities of Limerick and Cork. The de Barrys planned 
the town carefully, with a specific grid pattern similar to 
those found in Normandy in France. By 1230 there was 
a Market House, Lombard’s castle, de Barry Castle and a 
Franciscan Friary at Buttevant.

Find out 
more!

Image: Buttevant Heritage group, walled towns day 2013, White Horse historical society

Sharon Greene introduces: 

In 1317 King Edward II of England paid 
£105 towards the enclosure of the town 
with stone walls. The walls originally 
surrounded 5-15 hectares of land and 
were 600-800m in length. In 1375 King 
Edward III gave additional money to 

improve Buttevant’s North Gate. The 
walls of the town contained at least 
two gates - North Gate and South Gate. 
There was possibly a cylindrical tower 
in the south-east, but no evidence for a 
fosse or ramparts exists.
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Image: Buttevant Heritage group, walking tour

You can’t leave Buttevant 
without visiting the 
impressive ruins of Ballybeg 
Abbey which contain one 
of the best preserved 
dovecotes in Ireland. Inside 
the circular tower, the 
Augustinians kept 365 birds 
as an easy source of meat.

A link to the Buttevant 
Town Walls Conservation 
Plan can be found here and 
you can find out lots more 
about Buttevant, past and 
present, on their website:
 www.buttevant.ie. 

You can take a self-guided 
tour of the town (either on 
location or from the comfort 
of your own home) with the  
Buttevant Heritage Trail 
Audio Guide.

https://www.corkcoco.ie/sites/default/files/2017-04/buttevant%20town%20walls.pdf
https://www.corkcoco.ie/sites/default/files/2017-04/buttevant%20town%20walls.pdf
https://www.corkcoco.ie/sites/default/files/2017-04/buttevant%20town%20walls.pdf
https://www.buttevant.ie/
https://www.abartaheritage.ie/buttevant-heritage-trail/
https://www.abartaheritage.ie/buttevant-heritage-trail/


Major medieval excavations 
were carried out in the town of 
Buttevant, Co. Cork in 2015 by 
Rubicon Heritage on behalf of 
Cork County Council as part of a 
road resurfacing project. 

The archaeological excavations 
led to the discovery of the town 
wall and medieval cellars. A 
gold posie ring inscribed with 
the initials ‘E G’ and the date 
of February 1713 was also 
discovered during the dig.

Buttevant’s walls suffered from raids by the O’Briens, 
the McCarthys and O’Callaghans. The Desmond 
Rebellion (16th century) and the Williamite War (17th 
century) destroyed large amounts of the medieval 
town wall and today Buttevant’s town wall is almost 
gone. In some areas, however, it survives in small 
sections, in various states of repair but conservation 
work is helping to secure surviving portions for 
future generations. Archaeological excavations 
ahead of resurfacing work in the Main Street in 
2015 revealed part of the town wall, giving a clearer 
understanding of its course, and revealing medieval 
cellars. The limestone wall surrounding the GAA 
grounds is believed to have been constructed from 
the medieval town wall. 

There are plenty of places to see around Buttevant 
and the community have recently erected a 
number of interpretive panels (funded by the IWTN 
Interpretation Grants Scheme) at key sites in the 
town. The Neo-Gothic 18th century Roman Catholic 
St Mary’s Church stands beside the ruins of a 13th 
century Franciscan friary. This friary contains some 
richly decorated stonework and the crypt of the 
De Barry family. Beside the gable of the Franciscan 
friary, a small section of the original medieval town 
wall can be seen.

Other places to see include Barry Castle (castle 
and grounds are privately owned) and Lombard’s 
Castle, built in c.1400 by a family of wool merchants 
and tax collectors originally from Italy. There is 
also the Georgian Market House built in 1750 on the 
site of the original 13th century Market House and 
St John’s Church of Ireland Church and graveyard 
which was built in 1826, also on the site of a medieval 
predecessor. St John’s elegant church was actually 
the starting point for the world’s first steeplechase.
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Image: Lombards Castle,  Buttevant

Image: The foundations of the medieval town wall of Buttevant uncovered during 
excavations . (Copyright Rubicon Heritage; Courtesy of Transport Infrastructure Ireland)

You can read more about 
Rubicon’s excavations in the 
Main Street here.

https://blog.rubiconheritage.com/2015/10/28/excavating-medieval-buttevant-archaeological-images/
https://blog.rubiconheritage.com/2015/10/28/excavating-medieval-buttevant-archaeological-images/
https://blog.rubiconheritage.com/2015/10/28/excavating-medieval-buttevant-archaeological-images/


Visit a Walled town - Carlingford IWTN Virtual Conference Recap

Please do get in touch at 
irishwalledtownsnetwork@abartaheritage.ie 
if you would like us to promote news or projects 
happening in your walled town over the coming months. 
Visit our website: https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/

Contact Us!

Coming up in our next issue!

Image: Carlingford (Abarta Heritage)

The IWTN is funded by the Heritage Council  and delivered in partnership with local authorities and 
community groups. Project management is provided by Abarta Heritage.

http:// irishwalledtownsnetwork@abartaheritage.ie 
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie

