
Lack of funding results in loss of grants for local heritage projects 

Heritage Council urges Government to provide funding for community grants 

 

Wednesday 25 September: At a briefing day today for members of the Oireachtas, the Heritage 

Council will outline the impact of deep budget cuts on the heritage sector and made a call for 

increased state investment in heritage.   

The Heritage Council Grants Scheme has provided vital funding over many years for local heritage 

projects. These grants have supported local community, tourism and heritage developments – 

restoring walled towns, essential repairs to historic buildings and supporting traditional farming 

systems, for example. In 2011, these grants totalled €4.6m and provided funding for 400 local 

projects. In 2012, €2.25m in grants was given out to support 370 projects.  

In 2013, because of budget cuts, the Heritage Council was not able to provide any grant funding. The 

Heritage Council’s overall budget has been decreased by 60% since 2008.  

Speaking today Heritage Council Chief Executive Michael Starrett said that, “State investment in 

heritage through Heritage Council grants in recent years has accrued incalculable public benefit. 

More specifically this investment has created jobs and benefited local economies across the 

country.” 

“Looking to the future, it is vital that funding is made available so that we can maintain and enhance 

our distinctive heritage and cultural assets. This must be a core element of our strategy as a country 

as we seek to compete internationally to increase our tourism numbers by providing a unique visitor 

experience.”  

“Today we are asking TDs and Senators to support local communities in developing our economy 

through valuing and investing in our heritage assets”, added Mr Starrett.  

The Heritage sector is a fundamental contributor to our economy, supporting employment across a 

range of sectors including tourism, agriculture, forestry, culture and provides resources for research 

and innovation across the country. 

Through the Heritage Officer network, the Heritage Council creates and supports heritage 

infrastructure at local level, providing expert advice as well as funding. The Council has a very 

successful record of intervening with communities and organizations at a very early stage, providing 

the first initial seed funding to get a project off the ground.  Many of these projects have grown to 

leverage additional funding from other organizations and from the EU. For example, Rothe House, 

Henrietta Street, Wicklow Uplands Council, High Nature Value Farming Projects, Beara Briefne Way 

and many others have succeeded as a result of early and ongoing support from the Heritage Council 

ensuring a better quality of life for many, jobs created, a better tourism product, improved 

conservation and a greater value being placed on heritage resources.  

Note: Members of the media are welcome to come along to today’s briefing session in Buswell’s 

Hotel, at any time between 9am and 5.30pm. 



ENDS 

For further information: 

Isabell Smyth, Heritage Council, 087 967 6889 

Paula Eager, MKC Communications, 01 703 8612/ 087 410 9910  

Note for editors:  

The Heritage Council, despite its small staff, makes a unique contribution in supporting 

communities to maintain and develop sustainable and productive employment within the Heritage 

Sector.  

The Heritage Council empowers communities to engage with their heritage through a range of 

grants schemes, projects and Heritage Week in addition to providing expert advice and support.  

The Heritage Council has been instrumental in establishing and providing ongoing support to a 

number of organisations within the Heritage Sector including the National Biodiversity Data Centre, 

the Discovery Programme and the Irish Walled Towns Network, the Landmark Trust, Wicklow 

Uplands Council, Burren Beo and others to ensure heritage information, best practice and heritage 

resources are developed and utilized in a sustainable way.  

The Heritage Council works in partnership with national and local government, and State agencies.   

 

 

 


