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Introduction

Climate change is the largest threat to the built natural and intangible heritage of Irelands towns. Change
is coming and the challenge is huge. The government recently published its Action Plan for Climate Change
but what can communities themselves do to reduce carbon emissions and adapt to the emerging environmenta/
and economic trends ? Thankfully , the answer is 3 lot!

By coming together, residents of towns and villages can implement positive changes of far greater impact than
would be possible by individuals acting alone There are successful projects all over Ireland that show it is possible
for communities lo reduce their carbon ﬁmtpn‘nt, enhance climate robustness and take advantage of emerging economic
opportunities. At a conference in June 2019 b3 the Heritage Councils Irish Walled Towns Nefwork and its partners,
leaders of twelve such projects told their stories.

What principally follows are the graphic recordings (ie. summaries) of the presentations delivered. Topics
covered include : eco-tourism | waste management , transport, remote work recycling homes and energy. We
couldnt address every relevant area but we hope that the presentations in this document inspire you and
your community to develop successful projects that will help your town adapt.

Taped Recordings

All twelve presentations are awsilable to watch on the Heritage Councils Youtube Channel (www youtube cor
Juser/ The Heritage Council). The individual YouTube link for each talk appears on the corresponding graphic
recording. If you want to learn mare about a particular presentation just scan the QR code to watch the
full talk.




Heritage helps us fight climate change

Roughly one third of Irish people [ive in towns. Almost all of these places were laid out before
cars were invented. Although this has caused many towns to e hollowed out as car use transformed patterns
of life, it now makes them particularly suited to facilitating sustainable living. This is because :

The Most env.’ronmenfa!{g sustainable 6uild-‘n9 is the one that alread_y exists.

Most of Irelands historic building stock is robust, highly adaptable and with regular maintenance , will
continue to endure. e.g. Skibbereen’s Lutigate Digr'tal Hub was once 3 bakery and cinema.

Trees in urban areds :

o absorb carban dioxide

° help increase air quality

o enhance J Sense of we”—beirg
o reduce naise

Riverbanks, parks, graveyards and gardens all provide opportunities to mManage for wildlife.

G Natural peatlands and marshes in and sround towns are significant carbon .sink:_They also act

w{ as sponges and Slow down the release of water into rivers which might otherwise cause damaging
b floods.

ey

Towns provide enough people to make g farmers market mare wiable. This in turn supports
local producers , encourages the use of organic forming methods, promotes genetic diversity of plants
and animals and reduces food miles.

Historic town centres were built for walkers not cars. They are also great for cycling but
only if bicycles are given priority over cars.

Emissions from tronsport are significontly reduced by concentrating employment, community
activities and housing in and areund the town core.




Vincent Carragher , Research Fellow , The Wheel / Trinity College Dublin
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Cillian Murphy . Co-founder Loop Head Tourism
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Ben 0'Sullivan, Co-owner Deebert Hotel
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Tom O
0’ Donovan, Qwner O'Donovan’s Hotel
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Sarah McCutcheon , Executive Archaeologist , Limerick City and County Council
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Madeleine Murray , Director, Change by Degrees
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David Andrews . Director The Laughing Oyster Seaweed Company
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Avril Ni Shearcaigh , Manager, Comharchumann Fuinneamh Oilesin Arainn /
Aran Islands Energy Group
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Gregg Allen, Project Manager, Community Renewable Energy Supply

v B '
S“o‘::"o"'g.rgf ps Ll;:EMSED
<o w, ueety U ]
E B\G ENERGV : 12 ears Company 4'0&'{‘3/\ A w:-—-/‘qf'b ES A
rents . e pe to grow
-ro LAVERS to ) our client 635
\,°°v' 4 set tur bineg = &:ﬁiﬁh

9 & \ bUl It tMM:'.'?Me::r‘Sy
suPPGﬂ’- O Rem»ve,p 5 ol K—‘@SEL'JNG vl
(S_C' 'r'nj{ Sem"'“ﬂ SHARES
L MODEL J mance °=€Ef
of community owned e . one thare  one ilé
Eraem |

Pusuc
CoNSULTATION)

—= LHAT WaoueD WOoRK ®
-> FEASIBILITY STUDY




Fergal McGirl, Director, Fergal McGirl Architects
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Eric Osborne , Architect, Publican and Farmer
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Further Reading and Support

On heritagecouncil ie we have created a set of helpful publications, presentations and links that will help inform

adapting your town for climate change. The resources are part of a broader set of supports focusing on urban regeneration.
WWW. herita_gecouncil_ ie /adv:ce-and—guidance/renewin‘g-jour—hisiﬂric—fobm-or—viffage

On the Heritage Councils YouTube Channel there is a specific playlist dedicated to helping towns adapt to climate
change and enhance biodiversity. www.youtube com/playlist ?list =PLIKz _D-MISUlat ZYOcEiRPe2 _gVIR21

For more detailed information on supporting pollinators.ie. Another website sparkchonge. ie, provides resources on how

You can make your community more sustainable . It also has a list of inspirational project from across Ireland.
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With the exception of Sarash McCutcheons talk , all the presentations took place at o conference titled ‘Climate change
and historic towns : adapting to change’, held May 31¢ 2019 at the Deebert tiotel , Kimallock . The event was run by
the Heﬁfa&e Councils Irish Walled Towns Network in partnership with limerick (ity and County Counci] and in asseciation
with Munster Vales, Bollyhours Development CLG , The Whee| and Trinity College Dublin . Support for the conference was also
Provided by Creative [reland. Sarsh McCutcheons talk occurred at the Historic Towns Initiative Seminar in :ﬁnuary 2019,

in the Herr'ta‘ge Council , Kl'll'enng- On May 315¢ as part of the conference, Sarah led 5 walking tour in Kilmpllock faauinj
on the same topic as her January talk.

This document was reviewed by lan Dayle, Head of Conservation with the Heritaae Council and §arah Mc Cutcheon,

Executive Archaeologist, Limerick City and County Council. Further assistance was provided by Lorcan Scott, Wildlife
Officer with the Heritage Council.
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