AdvAnce notice of

Caring for Collections Scheme 2017
An information guide for applicants
Part of the Museum Standards Programme for Ireland (MSPI)

The online application system will be open on March 1st 2017.
We must receive your application (including supporting documents) by 5pm 24th March 2017.

Approved by NALA
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Advance notice
We are giving you this outline of the Caring for Collections Scheme to give you more time to plan
your projects. The full application form will be available online from 1st March 2017. This notice
looks at:

•
•
•
•

the aim of the scheme,
funding available,
grant scheme criteria, and
what your application must show.

Aim of the Caring for Collections Scheme
The purpose of the Caring for Collections Scheme is to enable active participants in the Museum
Standards Programme for Ireland (MSPI) to improve how they care for their collections.
By this we mean:

•
•

managing the conditions of specific collections, or
conservation treatments for individual objects and documents.

By supporting this work, it will improve the ability of the institutions to enhance:

•
•
•

exhibitions,
research, and
educational functions.

It will also improve the experience of the visitor as well as helping those taking part in the
scheme to reach or maintain the minimum standards required under the MSPI.

Funding available
The Heritage Council has allocated 250,000 to this scheme. The most you may ask for is 75%
funding of the total project expenditure up to a maximum sum of 25,000.
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Grant scheme criteria
Who can apply?
This scheme is open only to MSPI participants (58 institutions). Participants must be actively
involved in the programme.
Please note: MSPI participants can also apply to the Community Heritage Grant scheme for
other types of projects such as seminars or educational activities.

What is the scope of the scheme?
The scheme deals with collections of objects, documents and arts works held by institutions in
the MSPI.
Examples of activities that the scheme covers include:

•
•
•
•

condition surveys of collections,
conservation treatment reports for objects held in collections,
conservation works to objects including documents, and
buying of essential environmental control equipment for exhibition and storage
areas.

Priority
We may give priority to objects and other things that will:

•
•
•
•

form part of an exhibition,
be on display within the next three years within the home institution,
be on display as part of a travelling exhibition, or
be on loan to another institution.

What must my application show?
Good conservation practice
A professional conservator should advise the project to ensure best conservation practice. When
you send your application, you need to include additional evidence of good conservation practice,
including:

•
•
•
•

quotations,
treatment or survey proposals from a conservator,
advice made in earlier reports, and
photographs of objects, or storage areas and so on.
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Project structure and costs
You must show that your project will be completed between:

•

May 2017 and 17 November 2017.

You must show that your project is:

•
•
•

fully costed,
well-structured, and
offers good value.

Communication about the project
Your application must show us that you are clear about:

•
•

the audience you want to communicate with, and
how these audiences will find out about your project.

You must hold a Heritage Week event
You must show us that you will hold an event, related to this proposal, during Heritage Week,
19-27 August 2017.

Heritage Council contact details

Heritage Council
Áras nOidhreachta
Church Lane, Kilkenny. R95 x264

056 777 0777
mail@heritagecouncil.ie
www.heritagecouncil.ie
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