
4.20 LCA 19 KILMIHIL FARMLANDS 

 
 

 

 

Key Characteristics 

• Undulating to rolling hills, medium-high elevation.  Some drumlin-
type landforms but these do not dominate. 

 
• Complex mix of moorland and farmland. 

 
• Occasional flatter areas within hills, such as Creegh River Valley 
 
• Scattered settlement across the area with Kilmihil, Creegh and 

Curraclare the only villages. 
 

• Kilmihil town is a designated ACA. 
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Typical Photograph: Kilmihil Farmlands 

 
 

Landscape Character Types, Historic Landscape Types and Habitat Types 

LCTs HLTs HLT 
codes 

HTs HT 
codes 

Farmed Rolling 
Hills 

Enclosed Land 2 EL2 Improved agricultural grassland GA1 

 Enclosed Land 3 EL3 Marsh GM1 
 Enclosed Land 4 EL4 Scrub WS1 
 Rough Ground 2 RG2 Conifer plantation WD4 
 Rough Ground 1 RG3 Broadleaved woodland WD1 
  Settlement 1 S1 Wet grassland GS4  
 Waster Water Bodies 

1 
WB1   

 Devotional and Ritual DR   
  
Landscape Character Extent 

This area extends north above Kilrush and is framed by the Sliabh Callan 
uplands. 

Geology and Landform 

This area is totally underlain by Namurian sandstone and shale.  Namurian 
derived till, peats and bedrock exposed or within one metre of the surface are 
the principal surface geology types.  This area is composed of undulating to 
rolling hills with some drumlin type landforms, however these are not 
dominant.  A number of rivers and small loughs drain through this area, 
including the Doonbeg, Creegh and Cloon rivers. 
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Land Cover and Ecology 

Soils are a mixture of brown podzolics, gleys and peats with occasional brown 
earth pockets.  Landcover is largely grassland, with small coniferous 
plantations, quite extensive marshy and raised bog areas, and limited patches 
of blanket bog on more elevated ground.   Land becomes increasingly rushy 
on the lower ground and these areas are frequently planted. There are better 
pastures on the well-drained higher areas.  Natural woodland is generally 
sparse, though hedgerows are apparent in more sheltered areas. 
 
Historical & Human Influences 

This area is predominantly a historically mix of small family farms with 
irregular fields bounded with straight and sinuous hedges (EL2). However, 
the central village of Kilmihil is girt with a belt of straight-edged, possibly 
improved fields (EL4). In turn, on many sides, this belt of enclosed land is 
surrounded with contrasting rough ground with sinuous irregular boundaries 
(RG2), fingers of which extend towards the settlement. This may imply that 
the more extensive outfield grazing was enclosed earlier than the market-
oriented farmland, if we assume sinuosity or straightness to be a function of 
time (the landform being similar).  Some of the rough ground is now planted 
with conifer. The determining factor in what became enclosed or rough 
ground is the soil, peats predominating in the rough ground areas and gleys 
and brown podzolics in the enclosed areas. Ritual continuity is demonstrated 
by the high frequency of holy wells in the area and, where combined in a 
complex, as with the church and well at Churchtown, is a determining factor 
in the way the  perceptual landscape is presented.  
 
Hedgerows enclose fields generally in the lower and more sheltered areas, 
with post and wire commonly enclosing plantations.   Montbrechia is often 
commonly planted along road fringes close to dwellings. There are a high 
number of derelict buildings.   Settlement is very dispersed, with many houses 
accessed via narrow lanes off the roads.  Kilmihil is the only village within this 
area.  A major communication route is provided by the N68, otherwise a 
network of small, narrow roads provides access within the area. 

 
Consultees identified the gravel mounds and pencil graves at Cooraclare as 
being of value. 
 
Landscape Condition and Sensitivity 

The condition of this area is moderate, with the areas close to the principal 
corridor routes disturbed and showing evidence of agricultural decline and 
lack of maintenance. Away from the major route, it is more intact and  rural in 
character.  However, even these areas are subject to agricultural degradation, 
arising from intensification, afforestation, abandonment and the construction 
of poorly sited farm buildings.   
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Forces for Change 

• Dereliction of buildings 
• Agricultural decline 
• Unsympathetic afforestation, merging of existing small plantations into larger tracts 
•  Inappropriately sited agricultural buildings 
• Opportunities for expansion of residential and infrastructure within Kilmihil (West 

Clare Local Area Plan)  

 
Principles for Landscape Management 

• Avoid merging small forestry plantations 
• Encourage maintenance of hedgerows and uptake of REPS 
• Restore abandoned traditional buildings 
• Advise new development in terms of siting, design and boundary treatments 
• Settlement plans should seek to ensure conservation and enhancement of the existing 

character and quality of settlement, particularly in Kilmihil, and retain the local centre 
within walking distance of residential development 
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Typical Photograph: Malbay Coastal Farmland 

 
 

Landscape Character Types, Historic Landscape Types and Habitat Types 

LCTs HLTs HLT 
codes 

HTs HT 
codes 

Coastal Plain and Dunes Enclosed Land 1 EL1 Marram dunes CD2 
Coastal Farmland Enclosed Land 2 EL2 Improved 

agricultural 
grassland 

GA1 

 Enclosed Land 3 EL3 Amenity grassland GA2 
 Enclosed Land 4 EL4 Sand shores LS2 
 Rough Ground 2 RG2 Conifer plantation WD4 
  Rough Ground 3 RG3 Shingle and gravel shores LS1 
 Water Bodies 1 WB1 Wet grassland GS4 
 Coastal and Coastline 

Intertidal 
CI Marsh GM1 

 Dunes D Rocky sea cliffs CS1 
 Devotional and Ritual  DR Lagoons CW1 
   Hedgerows WL1 
   Tidal flats CW2 
 

 
Landscape Character Area Extent 

This gently sloping area between the Sliabh Callan Uplands and the Atlantic 
coast forms this Landscape Character Area, which extends along the coast to 
north of Doonbeg.  
 

Geology and Landform 

This area is also underlain by Namurian sandstone and shale.  Till derived 
from this bedrock predominates, with very limited peat deposits that increase 
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towards Loop Head and the Sragh Bog area (in Loop Head LCA).  Bedrock is 
close to the surface or exposed along much of the shoreline and Mutton 
Island.  It is largely a low lying coastal area, rising up to 100m above sea level 
at its highest elevation and sloping gently towards the coastline.  The coastline 
is composed of flat rocky headlands and bays with long broad beaches of 
bright yellow sand, with shingle berms. 
 
Land Cover and Ecology 

Gleys dominate this area, with occasional peat deposits and brown podzolics 
further inland.  Land cover is overwhelmingly grassland with small 
coniferous plantations.  Pasture and hay production is evident throughout the 
area.  Due to the open and exposed nature of the landscape, there is very 
limited woody vegetation, and where it occurs it is windswept. 
This area contains valuable dune ecosystems; some are designated, such as the 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) at White Strand and the coastal and 
marine area from Carrowmore Point to Spanish Point and islands. This latter 
designation is due to the number of coastal habitats found within this area, 
including sandflats, a lagoon, and rocky sea cliffs. 
 
Historical & Human Influences 

From Spanish Point to the Annageeragh River is a large block of farmland 
with straight-edged fields (EL4) similar to the improved land either side of the 
Fergus estuary.  Elsewhere the landscape is dominated by mixed, irregular 
fields with both sinuous and straight boundaries (EL2).   
 
Milltown Malbay was a resort town that acquired local agricultural 
prominence because of the rail connections it once enjoyed. Its presence may 
have influenced the type of field enclosure nearby. The other towns are 
seaside resorts.   
 
The coast has seen a number of shipwrecks (the memory of the Armada 
preserved in the name Spanish Point). The coastline and slopes up to the 
interior have been heavily settled throughout history as they enjoy a range of 
resources. Promontory forts in a good state of preservation dominate coastal 
views across bays and on Mutton Island. Castle houses near promontories 
provide a similar visual focus to the landscape. Megalithic tombs lie near 
bluffs overlooking the coastal fringe and ringforts dot the landscape.  There 
are a number of ruined churches and graveyards with that of Kilmurry being 
of particular prominence. Marked prominently on a late seventeenth century 
map it features a fine series of overground vaults.  
 
Today, angular field patterns are common within the gentle valleys, and are 
usually enclosed by hedgerows.  Smaller, more traditional fields are present in 
more elevated areas.  Settlement is scattered but frequent.  Dwellings are 
composed of traditional stone cottages and modern buildings, usually single 
storey.  Traditional stone cottages and occasional turf roofed cottages still 
survive, such as the turf roofed cottage at the junction of N67 and R484.  
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Walls are sometimes built from beach shingle.  There are also several small 
villages and larger settlements including Spanish Point and Milltown Malbay.  
 
An angular pattern of roads is apparent and many roads are built on 
embankments. Long distance views are afforded to higher grounds in the east 
and along the coastline. 
 
Consultees identified the church and graveyard at Killard and Bishops Island 
as being of landscape value. 
 
Landscape Condition and Sensitivity 

The more hilly areas in the east are in better condition, with more traditional 
field patterns evident, and less tourist development.   The least intact areas are 
those around Spanish Point where tourist development has degraded the 
coastal landscape.  Caravan parks are a particularly detractive feature due to 
lack of screening.  The network of telegraph poles tends to be highly visible in 
the open landscape and the open areas generally are sensitive to development 
due to lack of natural screening.  The coastal areas to the south are in slightly 
better condition.   
 
Given the somewhat open nature of the scenery, historic monuments in the 
area provide landmarks and points for local identity as well as interest for the 
many tourists who visit the area. The intervisibility of promontory forts is a 
particular case of this, given the general tourist activity. 
  
The tidal flats to the east of Whitestrand and Whitestrand itself are designated 
as visually sensitive and vulnerable under the county development plan.  The 
whole of this coastline is also classified as an area of high amenity under this 
plan. 
 
Forces for Change 

• Insensitive tourism development, such as caravan parks, second homes and golf 
courses 

• Windfarms or other tall structures such as phone masts 
• Second home development or inappropriate housing development 

 
Principles for Landscape Management 

• Further large scale development should be concentrated in existing centres such as 
Miltown Malbay 

• Dune systems should be strictly protected 
• Avoid the ongoing development of tourism facilities along the coastal road 
• Any new development should be low lying to merge with flat landscape 
• Restore abandoned buildings and provide guidance on design, siting and treatment of 

new development 
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