4.18 LCA 17 SLIABH CALLAN UPLANDS

Key Characteristics

e Land rises to moorland hills of Sliabh Callan and Ben Dash.
e Mix of pasture, silage and coniferous habitats.

e Very little settlement, concentrated along communication routes and in
outer parts of the area.

e Areas become increasingly rural as one travels eastwards, away from
the coast.

¢ Communications is aligned along valleys.

e Uplands very exposed, valleys contained but unenclosed. Long views
south from Ben Dash towards Shannon Estuary.
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Typical Photograph: Sliabh Callan Uplands

Landscape Character Types, Historic Landscape Types and Habitat Types

LCTs HLTs HLT HTs HT
codes

Upland Hills Enclosed Land 1 EL1 Montane heath HH4

Moorland Hills iEnclosed Land 2 EL2 Wet heath HH3
Enclosed Land 3 EL3 Conifer plantation WD4
Enclosed Land 4 EL4 Wet grassland G54
Rough Ground 1 RG1 Improved agricultural GA1l

grassland

Rough Ground 2 RG2 i Upland blanket bog PB2
Rough Ground 3 RG3 Hedgerows WL1
Broadleaved Woodland i BL Marsh GM1
Designed Landscape DL Eroding/upland rivers FW1
Water Bodies 1 WB1
Devotional and Ritual { DR

Landscape Character Area Extent

Upland hills and slopes of Sliabh Callan and Ben Dash extending south to
Lisnafaha, west to Caheraghacullin, to N67 near Rineen, and northwards
towards Ennistymon.

Geology and Landform

This LCA is underlain by Namurian sandstone shale, and is consequently
overlain with sandstone and shale derived till. However, there are
significantly greater peat deposits owing in part to the higher elevation, and
bedrock is frequently within one metre of the surface or exposed as small
ridges, generally aligned northeast-southwest.
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It is an upland area, composed of hills with quite extensive plateaux in parts.
Broad valleys are found between upland areas and are aligned northeast-
southwest.

Land Cover and Ecology

Peats are the most common soil type with gleys in lower areas and very
limited pockets of brown earths. The area is extensively afforested, largely
with coniferous plantations. This is interspersed with blanket bog and marshy
areas, and quite large amounts of more recent planting. Land use on the
lower areas is a mixture of pasture and silage production. Doon Lough is the
largest water body within the area.

Currently, there are no SAC designations within this area, though there
remain quite considerable tracts of blanket bogs, particularly in the southern
part of the LCA.

Historical & Human Influences

The blanket bog and moorland Sliabh Callan and Ben Dash forms a particular
historic landscape. Practically devoid of monuments (as shown on the 'RMP")
nonetheless people have been utilising the area from time immemorial. It is
likely that parts of the hillsides were used for seasonal pasture (transhumance)
as evidenced by some of the place names such as Boolynamweel (from the
Irish “Bualie”’). Turf has been extracted from the thick growths of blanket bog,
which can accumulate quite deep in upland hollows. It is possible that some of
the lower slopes were more intensively used prior to the Bronze Age, during a
period of milder climate and a megalithic tomb on the southern slopes of
Sliabh Callan may indicate a community nearby. If so there may be buried
relict landscapes in some areas.

Today, the upper slopes are generally open and exposed, with occasional
enclosure by post and wire fencing. The middle slopes are increasingly
afforested, otherwise vegetation is sparse except along river valleys where
woody vegetation occurs along the river corridor. Lower slopes are
frequently enclosed by square, geometric fields with hedgerows and
hedgebanks. Fuchsia is frequently associated with hedgerows close to
dwellings, though it also found on more exposed ground.

There is no apparent settlement on the upper slopes, with occasional farm
buildings on lower slopes. A traditional feature associated with settlements in
this area is the stone slabbed gate posts. There is increasing linear
development along minor roads with panoramic views of the coast. The south
facing slopes of Ben Dash are also more settled, particularly where views are
available, with hedgerows and some trees. There is an increasing rural and
remote feel as one travels away from the coastal area, accompanied by an
increase in abandoned or derelict farmsteads. Long straight roads radiate
from Milltown Malbay, but otherwise the roads and watercourse reflect the
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northeast southwest orientation of the landform. Lissycasey is the only main
settlement within this sparsely settled area.

Landscape Condition and Sensitivity

This area has a strong sense of remoteness, particularly to the further north
one travels. The north-west slopes of Sliabh Callan have not been extensively
planted. This combined with the sparse planting on Sliabhcurry contributes to
the framing of the Inagh River valley and permits open long views across the
valley.

Forestry is the principal detractor when it has been planted insensitively.
Telegraph poles and pylons, frequently located on the higher ground, also
tend to be visible within this open landscape. The upland areas are very
sensitive, again due to their open and exposed nature. Valley areas are less
sensitive partly due to infrastructure and forestry development already
located within these areas. The southern slopes of Ben Dash are quite
sensitive as it has a smaller scale landscape with wide attractive views. These
long views south are interrupted by the very visible power stations on the
Shannon estuary.

The natural grassland located at Ben Dash, and the bogs of Sliabh Callan and
Ben Dash, are classified as visually vulnerable and sensitive under the county

development plan.

Forces for Change

e  Pressures include windfarm and mast development on higher parts of Sliabh Callan,
Ben Dash may be a suitable alternative location for such development.

e  Expansion of forestry across uplands

e  Turbary

¢ Intensification of agriculture on southern slopes

e New inappropriately sited and designed residential development

Principles for Landscape Management

e Advice and guidance should be made available on design, siting and boundary
treatments that reflect local landscape character

e  Careful consideration should be given to siting and planting regime of new forestry
plantations, in small-scale irregular plantations with a good proportion of deciduous
trees. Irregular edges following the landform and varied age structure will help
prevent creation of large uniform blocks

e  Preserve the remaining areas of blanket bog and its associated traditional uses

e  Maintain if possible the sense of openness in upland areas, in particular the pristine
landscape value of Sliabh Call and Ben Dash
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Typical Photograph: Shannon Estuary

Landscape Character Types, Historic Landscape Types and Habitat Types

LCTs HLTs HLT HT's HT
code code
Farmed lowland ridges Enclosed Land 1 EL1 Dry Calcareous and GS1
neutral grassland
Enclosed Land 2 EL2  Conifer Plantation WD4
Enclosed Land 3 EL3 Hedgerows WL1
Enclosed Land 4 EL4  Wet grassland Gs4
Rough Ground 1 RG1  Broadleaved woodland WD1
Rough Ground 2 RG2  Stone walls and other BL1
stonework
Rough Ground 3 RG3  Scrub WS1
Broadleaved Woodland BL _ [Lakes and ponds FL
Designed Landscape DL ___ Depositing lowland river |FW2
Extractive Industry {EIQ
. Quarry
Settlement? .82 1
Water Bodies 1 [WBL
Estuarine Intertidal

_.:Devotional and Ritual -

Landscape Character Area Extent

This area extends from Ballynacally in the north along the R473,
encompassing the Labasheeda peninsula and continuing along the Shannon
estuary to Kilrush. It is fringed by the Kilrush farmlands to the north.

Geology and Landform

Namurian sandstone shale with faults underlie this LCA. These faults
account for the distinctive linear ridges found along the eastern part of the

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT THE HERITAGE COUNCIL

4-82



LCA. Exposed bedrock or within one metre of the surface is the most
dominant surface geology feature within this area, interspersed with till
derived from the bedrock and peat deposits.

This area is composed of a prominently ridged landscape, with linear hills
aligned south-west to north-east. The coastal fringe is flatter and slopes
towards the Shannon. It also becomes increasingly flatter towards Kilrush.

Land Cover and Ecology

A variety of soils occur within this area, notably brown earths, brown
podzolics and complexes. Although grassland predominates, there are small
areas of blanket bog towards the east and pockets of natural grassland. There
are also small pockets of broadleaf woodland around Kilrush. Small areas of
plantation forestry are also apparent within the wider pasture grassland.

There are a number of SAC designations within this area. Scattery Island is
designated due to its rich grassland species and numbers of birds including
Oystercatchers. Clonderlaw Bay, a large shallow bay behind the Labasheeda
peninsula is also designated, largely due to its importance as a site for
wildfowl. The oak woodland, Cahiracon Woods, south of Killadysert is
designated due to its habitat being classified as Annex I habitat. Two linked
lakes, Cloonsnaghta and Gortaglass, northwest of Killadysert, are regarded as
significant due to the recording of the Artic Char in the 1970s, though no
recent survey has been undertaken to verify its continued presence.

Historical & Human Influences

This area is similar to the improved farmland on the opposing side of the
Fergus estuary with a significant proportion of the land divided into the
characteristic, straight-sided fields of improved farmland (EL4). It has some
notable areas of parkland surrounding big houses (DL) and was considered
desirable to successive waves of immigration. Partly, this was a product of
regulations imposing a 1-mile exclusion zone from the Shannon shoreline on
populations thought not to be loyal to the British State in the seventeenth
century. However, in common with most of Clare, the largest proportion of
the land is occupied by mixed fields with sinuous and straight-edged
boundaries (EL2).

There is an area of rough ground with sinuous boundaries (RG2) at
Boollydoolan, which was presumably common seasonal pasture in the past.
South of it was rough ground with straight boundaries (RG3), which may
have been divided at a later stage.

There is a large area of extensive mudflats at Clonderalaw Bay (EI) and
Scattery Island monastery had important continental links and forms a
prominent landscape feature, overlooked from many places inland. It
continues to have a devotional significance and is maintained as a nature
reserve and a cultural resource by Duchas.
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Today, large stone walls and earthbanks mark field boundaries with rocky
outcrops apparent in some fields reflecting the surface geology. There are
increased hedgerows and mature trees around Labasheeda.

Settlement is scattered and composed frequently of stone single storey
dwellings on Labasheeda, with some significant middlemen estates and
houses. The villages of Kilrush, Killadysert and Labasheeda are the principal
settlements. Communications are via the N68, with a number of regional
roads and a network of narrow (often quite straight) lanes radiating from
these routes.

The promontory forts along the estuary were identified by consultees as being
of value.

Landscape Condition and Sensitivity

This area is of variable condition. In parts, the traditional landscape pattern
dominates. The area is more intact in the east and north, where it is less
accessible. Occasional modern residential development along the estuary line
can be inappropriate and not reflective of local styles.

Around Kilrush and along the coast, tourist and holiday home development
has also adversely affected the landscape. Moneypoint power station is a
singularly large-scale detractor on the Shannon, accompanied by a number of
prominent pylons. The ridges create many small-scale areas unsuitable for
large development.

The sensitivity remains higher in the more intact areas, with elevated areas
also sensitive due to their increased visibility. The estuary coastline is partly
degraded due to infrastructure and the industrial activity within the Shannon
estuary.

The woodland scrub around Clonderlaw Bay and the broadleaved areas in the
grounds of Kilrush house are classified as visually vulnerable and sensitive
under the county development plan. The coastline to Clonderlaw Bay is also
classified as an area of high amenity under this plan.

Forces for Change

e Plantation of coniferous forestry

e Insensitive housing development

e  Air quality problems associated with Moneypoint, identified by consultees
e  Agricultural decline - abandonment of farming practices
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Principles for Landscape Management

e Advice and guidance should be made available on design, siting and boundary
treatments that reflect local landscape character

e  Careful consideration needs to be given to siting and planting regime of new forestry
plantations, in small-scale irregular plantations with a good proportion of deciduous
trees. Irregular edges following the landform and varied age structure will help
prevent creation of large uniform blocks

e Integrated planning is needed for the estuarine area as developments are highly visible

e  Encourage uptake of REPS
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