
4.16 LCA 15 KILNAMONA HIGH DRUMLIN FARMLAND 

 
 

 

 

Key Characteristics 

• High drumlins with mosaic of land uses, including improved and 
rushy farmland, wetland, lough and forest. 

 
• Coniferous shelter belts are present across the area, reflecting the area's 

windy exposed characteristics. 
 

• Dissected with narrow windy roads, lined with hedgebanks and 
hedges. 

 
• Settlement is scattered with areas closest to Ennis revealing increased 

housing development. 
 

• This landscape can be disorientating as views are only available from 
higher drumlin tops and roads are typically twisting. 
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Typical Photograph: Drumlin Farmlands 

 
 

Landscape Character Types, Historic Landscape Types and Habitat Types 

LCTs HLTs HLT 
codes 

HT’s HT 
Codes 

High Drumlin  Enclosed Land 1 EL1 Improved agricultural grassland  GA1 
Farmland Enclosed Land 2 EL2 Coniferous plantation WD4 
 Enclosed Land 3 EL3 Hedgerows WL1 
 Enclosed Land 4 EL4 Lowland blanket bog  PB3 
 Rough Ground 2 RG2 Wet grassland GS4 
  Rough Ground 3 RG3 Lakes and ponds FL 
 Broadleaved Woodland BL   
 Designed Landscape  DL   
 Water Bodies 1 WB1   
 Devotional and Ritual DR   
 

 
Landscape Character Area Extent 

A high drumlin area bounded by Kilfenora farmlands and Lickeen and 
Inchiquin Loughs to the north, towards Ennistymon in the west and Magowna 
townland, south of Kilnamona.    
 
Geology and Landform 

This LCA is completely underlain by Namurian shale with till derived from 
this bedrock predominating.  There are peat deposits and occasional pockets 
where the bedrock is within one metre of the surface.  This area is dominated 
by high drumlins. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT                     THE HERITAGE COUNCIL 

4-70 



Land Cover and Ecology 

Gleys are the most extensive soil type within this area, with their weak 
structure and water logging they are often regarded as poor soils. They have 
however the potential to become productive pasture if managed 
appropriately.  This has happened within this area, though there is also 
increasing coniferous afforestation.  There are a number of boggy areas in the 
hollows of drumlins and these are quite extensive within this area.  Vegetation 
and deciduous tree cover increases on lower slopes, with coniferous shelter 
belts apparent, particularly on the more exposed upper slopes. There are 
currently no nature designations within this LCA, although the hedgerows 
and hedgebanks are of ecological significance for a number of species. 
 
Historical & Human Influences 

Predominantly irregular fields with both sinuous and straight boundaries 
(EL2) parcel the land from Ennistymon towards Ennis, dotted with individual 
family farms. The main route from Ennis to the coast has ensured good access 
to markets for the local produce, and the north of the area has a concentration 
of castles or tower houses. A line of holy wells line the small road running 
south from Dysert O’Dea, which was an important devotional centre and may 
be thought to form a particular devotional historic landscape.  
 
Narrow windy roads, lined with hedgebanks and hedges, dissect this area.   
Settlement is scattered with areas closest to Ennis revealing increased recent 
development, often on drumlin tops.  Elsewhere, older two storey farmhouses 
are evident, and many houses are currently painted in whitewash or pale 
colours. This can be a confusing landscape as views are only available from 
higher drumlin tops and roads are typically twisting.  
 
Landscape Condition and Sensitivity 

The condition of this landscape is moderate to good.  Unsympathetic 
afforestation has degraded some areas, in addition to some recent visible 
residential development on drumlin tops.  The pylons visible across the upper 
drumlin domes interrupt the rural character of this area. There is evidence of 
agricultural decline with rush and scrub infestation in fields. Nonetheless, due 
to the variations in topography, these areas can accommodate some 
development.  Large-scale development would impact on the existing mosaic 
of land uses and would be highly visible.   
 
Forces for Change 

• Unsympathetic modern development radiating from urban centres such as Ennis 
• Masts and windfarms as potential pressures on higher areas 
• Afforestation masking landform and historical remains 
• Agricultural decline and degradation of agricultural landscape 
• Pressures from the N85 through Kilnamona 
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Principles for Landscape Management 

• New development within lower slopes of drumlin and screened by planting of native 
species 

• Advice and guidance should be made available on design, siting and boundary 
treatments that reflect local landscape character 

• Careful consideration needs to be given to siting and planting regime of new forestry 
plantations, in small-scale irregular plantations with a good proportion of deciduous 
trees. Irregular edges, following the landform and varied age structure, will help 
prevent the creation of large uniform blocks 

• Encourage uptake of REPS 
• Infrastructure should take least invasive route option 
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Typical Photograph: Cullenagh River Farmlands. 

 
 

Landscape Character Types, Historic Landscape Types and Habitat Types 

LCTs HLTs HLT 
codes 

HTs HT 
codes 

Low Drumlin  Enclosed Land 1 EL1 Improved agricultural grassland  GA1 
Farmland Enclosed Land 2 EL2 Depositing low/land rivers FW2 
 Enclosed Land 3 EL3 Treelines  WL1 
 Enclosed Land 4 EL4 Scrub WS1 
 Rough Ground 1 RG1 Wet grassland GS4 
  Rough Ground 2 RG2 Dry calcareous and neutral 

grassland 
GS1 

 Rough Ground 3 RG3 Hedgerows WL1 
 Broadleaved Woodland BL Lakes and ponds FL 
 Designed Landscape DL Riparian woodland WN5 
 Water Bodies 1 WB1   
 Devotional and Ritual DR   
 

 
Landscape Character Area Extent 

This area is influenced by the Cullenagh river valley and drumlin farmland, 
and is framed by Sliabh Callan to the south, Kilnamona High Drumlin land to 
the north and eastwards beyond Kilmaley.  

 
Geology and Landform 

In common with most of west Clare, this LCA is underlain by Namurian 
sandstone and shale.  Sandstone and shale derived till overlies much of the 
area, though it is frequently interspersed with deposits of peat in the lower 
areas and small pockets of exposed bedrock or bedrock within one metre of 
the surface.  This area is dominated by the river valley of Cullenagh and 
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associated loughs that weave around the low drumlins that are oriented east-
west. 

 
Land Cover and Ecology 

Gleys are the predominant soil type, though peats are also apparent. There are 
also pockets of brown earths and a belt of brown podzolics in the southern 
part of this LCA.  
 
Grassland is the most common land cover.  There are, however, a number of 
pockets of natural grassland, commonly fringing loughs. This is interspersed 
with quite extensive bog and wetland areas, likely to be raised bog in inter 
drumlin hollows and close to loughs.  The introduction of small blocks of 
coniferous plantation has taken place, once again close to loughs and adjacent 
to wetter peaty areas. 
 
Compared to Kilnamona LCA, this area contains a higher amount of woody 
vegetation, with deciduous trees and thick hedgerows in parts helping to  
create an intimate and well-wooded landscape.  The numerous small loughs 
are frequently fringed by deciduous lough shore vegetation, providing further 
ecological interest.  The river Cullenagh also supports strips of riparian 
vegetation, which is often quite mature and this is an important habitat 
corridor.  Currently there are no SAC designations within this area.  
 
Historical & Human Influences 

The Cullenagh farmlands contain the same type of landscape features as the 
those found in Kilnamona High Drumlin LCA, with the possible exception of 
Ballyvaneen which has the long rectangular fields (EL3), potentially an 
indicator of land enclosed from previous common fields. The small loughs 
that dot the area have the potential for remains such as crannogs. There is a 
distinct group of historic churches and holy wells south of Kilmaley. The 
graveyard and well that lie on the Drumlin of Muckinish make a particular 
devotional complex west of Inagh.   
 
Settlement is rural in nature with farmsteads composed of double and single 
storey dwellings with corrugated outbuildings.  Fields are commonly enclosed 
by hedgerows with hedgetrees.  The main settlements of Inagh and Kilmalley 
are located at a crossroads junction.  Communications are provided by the 
N85 and a number of regional roads.  These roads are augmented by a 
network of narrow winding lanes crisscrossing the area through the river 
valley and low drumlins.  
 
Consultees commented that the evidence of former volcanic activity at 
Cullenagh Lough was a distinctive landscape feature. 
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Landscape Condition and Sensitivity  

This is a generally intact, rural landscape that has few detractors.  The low 
drumlins, streams, loughs and river valley combined with hedgerows help 
create a diverse and well-wooded landscape.   Development can be better 
accommodated in the lower drumlin slopes, maximising the natural screening 
afforded by hedgerows.  The upper drumlin slopes would be sensitive to 
development and would be visible to the surrounding area.  Lough shorelines 
would also be vulnerable to lough shore development in terms of visibility 
and the accompanying clearing of lough fringe vegetation and possible 
drainage of wet lands.  Large blocks of afforestation would also have a 
negative impact on the variety of landscape types within this area, and care 
should be taken not to mask the landform and landscape elements. 
 
The shorelines of the loughs such as Drumcullaun Lough are designated as 
high amenity under the county development plan. 
 
Forces for Change 

• Water quality impacts through agricultural practices or development  
• Afforestation 
• Agricultural decline and loss of landscape elements 
• Abandonment of old stone houses and construction of new bungalows 
• Bungalow development towards Ennis in the east and Lahinch in the west 
• The identification of Kilmaley  as a potential area for alternative energy  
 

 
Principles for Landscape Management 

• Development will be more appropriatly sited in lower drumlin areas and screened 
with native planting, reflecting mix of hedgerows 

• Advice and guidance on design, siting and boundary treatments that reflect local 
landscape character should be made available 

• Careful consideration needs to be given to siting and planting regime of new forestry 
plantations, in small-scale irregular plantations with a good proportion of deciduous 
trees. Irregular edges following the landform and varied age structure will help 
prevent creation of large uniform blocks 

• Encourage uptake of REPS 
• Encourage local area plan for North Clare 
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