
 
 

4.14 LCA 13 ENNIS DRUMLIN FARMLANDS 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Key Characteristics 

• Settlement of Ennis is the focal point of the area where both historical 
and modern development is apparent. 

 
• Ennis situated within drumlin farmland, drumlins oriented northeast 

to southwest punctuated by small loughs. 
 

• Area can be disorientating due to many small winding roads and 
limited views. 

 
• Communication centre for the region with Ennis as county town, with 

Fergus River running through the town. 
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Typical Photograph: Farmlands near Ennis 

 
 

Landscape Character Types, Historic Landscape Types and Habitat Types 

LCTs HLTs HLT 
codes 

HTs HT 
codes 

Low drumlin 
farmland 

Enclosed Land 1 EL1 Hedgerows WL1 

Urban Enclosed Land 2 EL2 Improved agricultural 
grassland 

GA1 

 Enclosed Land 3 EL3 Treelines WL2 
 Enclosed Land 4 EL4 Immature woodland WS2 
 Rough Ground 2 RG2 Lakes and ponds FL 
  Rough Ground 3  RG3 Wet grassland GS4 
 Broadleaved Woodland BL Scrub WS1 
 Extractive Industry Quarry EIQ (Mixed) broadleaved woodland WD1 
 Designed Landscape DL   
 Settlement 1 S1   
 Settlement 2 S2   
 Recreational R   
 Water Bodies 1 WB1   
 Estuarine Intertidal EI   
 Devotional and Ritual DR   
 

 
Landscape Character Area Extent  

Radiating from Ennis centre, this drumlin land surrounds the east and west of 
the county town, encompassing Quin in the east and Kilnamona to the west.   
 
Geology and Landform 

This drumlin area is underlain by a series of limestones, with a central strip of 
Namurian shales.   The area is almost entirely overlain with limestone derived 
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till deposits, with some estuarine silts and clays adjoining the Fergus as it 
travels south and widens.  There remain pockets of exposed limestone 
bedrock or where the bedrock is within one metre of the surface. 
 
This area is composed of numerous drumlins oriented in the direction of the 
ice flow, with the River Fergus almost dividing the area into two equal parts.  
 
Land Cover and Ecology 

A diversity of soil types is found within this area, reflecting the mixed glacial 
deposits.  Gleys, podzols and complexes are all found in fairly equal amounts 
and there are also pockets of rendzina soils. 
 
Although Ennis amounts for a significant amount of land cover with urban 
settlement, the surrounding areas remain as predominately grassland.  There 
are also a number of broadleaf forests, especially to the west and south-west of 
Ennis.  Transitional woodland and scrub is also evident in small areas, though 
this is likely to be recent planting of commercial forestry.  One of these pockets 
of deciduous woodland, Cahercalla Wood, southwest of Ennis is designated 
as an SAC and is a good example of native woodland on limestone.  Ballyallia 
Lough is an SPA with significant numbers of Whooper Swans and as a 
naturally eutrophic lake is an Annex I habitat.   A smaller linked lough east of 
Ballyallia is also designated. Other SAC sites relate to old buildings and 
limestone caves, which provide a variety of functions for bat populations 
within the areas.   
 
Historical & Human Influences 

The town has been a focus of settlement since the middle ages. Augustinians 
arrived at Clare Abbey (two miles south of the town) in the twelfth century 
and Franciscans were settled in the town since the  thirteenth century. There 
was an extended grouping of castles and estates of local magnates who felt it 
useful to live within proximity to a senior O’Brien lord (under whose 
protection the town lay). It became a borough in 1612. Ritual, recreational and 
designed landscapes are found in close proximity to the town centre. The 
town had significant market functions and the farms surrounding it are within 
an easy day journey. The low land near the Fergus was favoured for feudal 
estates and was subsequently divided into irregular straight-sided fields (EL4) 
whilst the Drumlin belt divided into irregular fields (EL2) and rough ground 
(RG2 and RG3), partially determined by the landform. Ballyallia Lough 
contains a notable crannog.  Quin Abbey is another important historical 
feature that still dominates the landscape in and around Quin village. 
 
The landscape becomes increasingly rural the further one travels from Ennis.  
Fields are encloses by hedgerows with hedgetrees, though some are quite 
gappy. Post and wire fencing often enclose fields along the main roads.  
Settlement is dispersed though it concentrates along the busy main roads that 
radiate to and from the county town.  Many of these linear developments are 
strongly urban in style and quite visible.  At Lough Ballyallia, there is some 
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recreational development including golf courses and picnic areas. Access to 
the parking area is currently restricted by the presence of boulders.  There is a 
very large quarry for limestone north of Ennis. 
 
Consultees identified a number of features within this area, including the 
limestone outcrops, hidden pockets of shale, the caves near Quin (which 
allegedly connect to Quin Abbey) and fairy trees. 
 
Landscape Condition and Sensitivity 

The condition of this area is variable, poor development has degraded 
landscape quality in some areas through highly visible quarries, golf courses, 
and road upgrades.  Linear development along the main roads and on the 
small roads near to Ennis reflect the housing pressures within this area, but 
their urban design frequently detracts from the landscape.  Large pylons are 
also visible along the skyline north of Ennis.  Nonetheless, the more remote 
drumlin hinterland, away from the main roads, remains quite rural and intact. 
The banks of the Fergus are designated as a feature of high amenity under the 
county development plan. 
 
Forces For Change 

• Residential pressure in Ennis 
• Growing development pressure, in particular eastwards to Tulla from Ennis and the 

Ennis bypass 
• Pressure from increased road construction and loss of hedgerows and land within the 

Ennis area 
• Potential impact of the bypassing of Ennis and opening up large surrounding areas for 

development 
• Removal of coppiced woodland  
• Pressure from intensification of quarry activities  
• Under-utilisation of Ennis to Limerick rail 
• Agricultural decline or intensification 
• Consequence of the expansion  of the Limerick-Shannon-Ennis area as a regional 

gateway to the West of Ireland by air for passengers and by both air and sea for freight 

 

Principles for Landscape Management  

• Linear urban development should be avoided and all other development should be 
screened appropriately 

• Expansion of existing settlements, most notably Ennis, should take due care of local 
landscape features and integrate these into design briefs for developers 

• The integrity of the rural landscape should be maintained through sensitive planning 
and design 

• Infrastructural developments, including road widening, should consider local 
landscape character and reflect local boundary treatments 

• Advice for new developments should include design, siting and boundary treatments 
• Core agricultural features including hedgerows and stone walls should be maintained 
• Quarries should be reinstated and screened appropriately 
• Encourage uptake of REPS 
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Typical Photograph: Fergus Estuary 

 
 

Landscape Character Types, Historic Landscape Types and Habitat Types 

LCTs HLTs HLT 
codes 

HT’s HT 
codes 

Flat Estuary Farmlands Enclosed Land 2 EL2 Estuaries MW4 
 Enclosed Land 3 EL3 Hedgerows WL1 
 Enclosed Land 4 EL4 Treelines WL2 
 Rough Ground 2 RG 2 Mud shores LS4 
 Rough Ground 3 RG3 Wet-alder-ash woodland WN6 
  Designed Landscape DL   
 Settlement  S2   
 Airport A   
 Recreational R   
 Estuarine Intertidal  EI   
 Devotional and Ritual DR   
 

 
Landscape Character Area Extent 

Fergus estuary and estuarine land extending from Clarecastle in the north, 
along the estuary on both sides, towards Shannon in the east and Killadysert 
in the west.   
 
Geology and Landform 

This low lying distinctive estuarine landscape is underlain almost exclusively 
by a combination of limestone series.  There are small areas on the western 
stretch that share the extensive Namurian sandstone and shale with the wider 
west Clare area.  Limestone derived till deposits are found towards the 
boundaries of this LCA and along the eastern shores of the estuary itself. The 
other predominant surface geology is composed of estuarine silts and clays. 
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The low lying area is dominated by the Fergus River and its opening into a 
wide estuary with a number of islands. 
 
Land Cover and Ecology 

Soils are predominately gleys, reflecting the history of water logging and 
flooding within this area.  There are also pockets of more productive grey 
brown podzolics.  Land use is largely pasture farmland with equestrian 
activities evident on the eastern side.  Land cover is consequently grassland 
with very little woodland apparent.  However the estuary contains important 
habitats including reed beds, swamps, salt marsh and wet marsh.  This area is 
of great importance for wintering and migrating wildfowl and contains a 
number of rare botanical species.  This area is designated as an SPA and SAC. 
A second unusual habitat occurs at Lough Gash turlough, just south-west of 
Newmarket -on- Fergus.   As it tends to drain very late in the year, compared 
to other turloughs, it consequently supports a number of unusual flora 
including Red Data book species such as Northern Yellow-Cress (Rorippa 
islandica).  Two other SAC sites within this LCA relate to habitats for the 
Lesser Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophus hipposideros). 
 
Historical & Human Influences 

The Fergus estuary is improved, drained, market-oriented farmland. It has 
been planted with settlers from the late  sixteenth century, amongst whom 
were Dutch émigrés from religious persecution in the Holy Roman Empire.  
Settlement has grown around Clarecastle, a defended river crossing. The wide 
estuarine muds are a particular feature, sensitive to increased urbanisation 
upstream or improved drainage locally (which tends to speed runoff and 
thereby scour erosion). The muds are the location for a range of monuments, 
fish weirs and traps, abandoned boats etc, as well as a sedimentary record of 
events in the surrounds. The islands at the mouth of the Estuary are a 
particular set of historic landscapes providing both defence of vital transport 
routes, refuge for religious contemplation and opportunities to exploit the rich 
sources of food in the estuary. Old slips and piers also form an integral part of 
the human landscape constituting important passage points in history. 
 
Today, large rectangular fields are frequently enclosed by ditches, and post 
and wire fencing with limited gappy thorny hedgerows and occasional trees.  
Increasing hedgerows are apparent on the eastern side of the estuary.  Small 
narrow roads are often built up on causeways, and isolated farmhouses are 
built on higher elevations reflecting historical flooding problems.  Settlement 
is very sparse, particularly on the western side, with farmhouses built on 
elevated sites to avoid flooding.  The eastern side of estuary is more densely 
settled due to its proximity to Shannon and Limerick.   Clarecastle, 
Newmarket- on -Fergus and Killadysert are towns and villages within this 
estuary area. 
 
Consultees identified the mudflats of the estuary and swallow holes of the 
Fergus as being of value. The high numbers of mature Beech trees around 
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Newmarket- on- Fergus were also considered to be an important landscape 
feature. 
 
Landscape Condition and Sensitivity  

This landscape is generally of variable condition.  The degradation of 
hedgerows and low quality barbed wire and post and wire fencing gives the 
hinterland a slightly degraded quality.  Increased residential development on 
the eastern side can be highly visible and newer houses are not always 
appropriate to this estuarine setting.  The settlement of Clarecastle is subject to 
very heavy traffic and recent fringe developments frequently detract from the 
historic character of the town.  On the western side of the estuary, it is 
generally undeveloped with a strong remote sense.  This is punctuated by the 
villages of Killadysert and Ballynacally.  
 
Due to the low lying and flat nature of the landscape, tall or large 
development is highly visible; this also applies to development on the 
Limerick and Kerry sides.  Development on the estuary shore would be highly 
visible and should be carefully managed as the lack of natural vegetation and 
topography affords little natural screening. 
 
The intertidal flats north of Drumquin, the estuary and north and south of 
Ballynacally are classified as visually vulnerable and sensitive in the county 
development plan. 
 
Forces for Change 

• Modern unsympathetic development 
• Tidal inundation and flooding due to climate change and sea level rise 
• Further degradation of hedgerows and choking of drainage ditches 
• Changes in field patterns due to intensification of agriculture, or conversely, the 

abandonment of agriculture 
• Road upgrades 
• Construction of natural gas pipeline (though this is temporary) 
• Pollution of estuarine water due to waste water from towns, run off from agriculture 

etc 
• Shannon Free Zone and unsympathetic development highly visible. 
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Principles for Landscape Management 

• Careful consideration should be given to new developments along the estuary 
shoreline due to exposed nature and probability of development being highly visible 

• Careful monitoring of industrial effluent and waste disposal activities are required to 
control any discharges to the sensitive estuarine habitat 

• Co-ordination of planning for the Fergus and wider Shannon estuary would ensure 
better management of land use activities in the Counties of Clare, Limerick and Kerry 

• Consideration should be give to the marketing of Newmarket -on -Fergus as a 
museum town.  The first co-operative in Ireland was located here, and there is a long 
history of the O’Briens, Moughan Mill and the Old Coach Road. 

• Settlement plans should seek to ensure conservation and enhancement of the existing 
character and quality of settlement, particularly in Killadysert, and retain the local 
centre within walking distance of residential development 
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