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iv. IT IS AN EASILY-FOLLOWED AND BUILD-SMART PRINCIPLE TO

‘REPLACE LIKE WITH LIKE’ timber with timber, lime with

lime,and so on.Old buildings continue to perform to rea-

sonable standards due to the satisfactory interrelation-

ship of these traditional materials and the introduction of

more modern ones can cause difficult-to-predict prob-

lems that are more trouble in the medium- to long-term.

v. LACK OF DRAINAGE around an old houses, or inadver-

tent alteration to a previously-working system, can be a

cause of dampness inside. It may be advisable to inves-

tigate if there was an old drain close to the walls and

repair it if so, or put in a new one to ensure that the

base of the wall (there may be no foundations) doesn’t

have water collecting at it to be drawn upwards and

inwards by capillary action.

vi. AVOID ‘CURE-ALL’ SEALANTS and ‘no maintenance’ prod-

ucts. These may cause more problems than they solve,

and are not usually appropriate for older buildings.

OUT BUILDINGS

Continuing to use old farm buildings for a purpose as near

as possible to the original function for which it was built

is the best way to protect them.Retain cobbled floors and

yard surfaces where these survive. Retain old windows,

doors and roofing.When adding new buildings, use tradi-

tional colour schemes and roof forms to help new build-

ings fit more easily into the overall complex. Keep corru-

gated iron roofs and claddings in good order by painting

with appropriate paints, (red oxide is a typical colour).

THE FUTURE OF FARMYARDS
Changes in farming have rendered many old farm build-

ings underused or redundant. In earlier times, it was not

uncommon for farm buildings to be adapted for new uses,

or extended as the demands on them increased. Today,

however, the requirement is for very large buildings, such

as slatted sheds,which can ‘swamp’ the older buildings by

their scale and proximity. Such intensification is not easi-
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ly accommodated in old farmyards.Where the amalgama-

tion of two or more holdings takes place, one becomes

the centre of the larger enterprise, perhaps with substan-

tial addition of new buildings,and the other is let decline.

In time it becomes derelict or ruinous. It is important to:

• Consider the effect of such changes on old farmyards

and their buildings

• Site new buildings, such as slatted cattle sheds, at a

remove from the old yard 

• Where the planning authority require new access,

ensure that it that does not impact on the old build-

ings or require the widening of old gateways

ALTERNATIVE USES FOR OLD FARM BUILDINGS
The current focus on rural development provides an

opportunity to see old farm buildings as an asset in find-

ing alternative income for farm families.A range of small-

scale uses for old buildings may be possible without

substantial alteration.

• Unoccupied houses in working farmyards may be

inhabited by a member of the family rather than con-

verted to agricultural use

• Old farmyards can be converted for craft workshops or

tourism and self-catering; this may be especially viable

in suburban areas or close to tourist or walking routes 

• Small-scale manufacturing industry, such as cheese-

making, small-scale engineering, furniture making, and

car maintenance offer other possible uses

• Extending dwelling houses by incorporating adjoining

farm buildings is sometimes possible without undue

removal of cross walls and other elements of the

buildings

• Use of converted outbuildings for dwellings, holiday

and self-catering accommodation may be permitted by

the planning authority depending on the policies in

the development plan.

Burren Perfumery 
(Below)

Perfumery outbuildings,

from left to right:

Distillation Room , Mixing

Room, Organic Tearooms

B&B dining-room 
(Previous page & below left)

B&B dining-room converted

from farm outbuildings.

Ahakista, Co.Cork.
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Guidelines for the Repair and Maintenance of Traditional Buildings and Farmyards

IN THE FARMYARD
• Consult your local authority conservation officer for

advice on the repair of ‘listed’ farm buildings (those

included in the RPS) and any grant aid available for

such work.

• Continue to use old farm buildings where possible

• Avoid ‘gutting’ old buildings as this erases much of

their historic value

• Carefully site new buildings so as to avoid damaging

an old yard

• When repairing old farm buildings, like for like should

apply.Therefore similar materials to those used histor-

ically should be employed. These include stone, lime

plaster and lime mortar, clay/mud, thatch, stone slates

or flags, corrugated iron (round profile)

• Retain old roof structures – these are all too easily lost

during re-roofing

• Retain old windows and doors

• Protect buildings from fire by ensuring that electrical

installation is to modern standards

• Keep all stone walls in good repair, using stone similar

to that in the wall if it needs to be repaired, and lime

mortar with flush or recessed finish. On older build-

ings, it is generally not a good idea to use cement-based

mortar or render to repair or plug gaps in old walls

• Retain cobbled floors and yard surfaces where 

these survive

• Maintain and repair old timber and iron gates along

with their piers and flanking walls

• Keep old farm machinery under cover to protect it

from the elements

• Use traditional colour schemes and roof forms to help

new buildings fit more easily into the overall complex

• Keep corrugated iron roofs and claddings in good

order by painting with appropriate paints 

• Keep a good source of water close by for dealing

with fire

• Keep all wells and springs free of pollutants

SUMMARY
Traditional farm buildings:

• Were built by our forbears who had an intimate sense

of the climate and local environment

• Were built from local materials by means of traditions

handed down through the generations

• Are aesthetically pleasing features of our countryside

• Are likely to be some of the oldest buildings in the district
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Stone-cutters settlement. 

The buildings and entrance

gates in this settlement, near

Blessington, Co.Wicklow, are

of a very high standard of

craftmanship.The gateway

displays the work of the

blacksmith as well as the

stone cutter/mason.



Further Information

CONTACTS
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD

www.agriculture.gov.ie 
Lo-call: 1890 200 510

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT, HERITAGE AND

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

www.environ.ie/DOEI/DOEIHome.nsf
Lo-call: 1890 202 021 (for advice on conservation of protected
structures, conservation grants, thatching grants)

TEAGASC

www.teagasc.ie
Tel: 059 9170200

THE HERITAGE COUNCIL

www.heritagecouncil.ie 
Tel: 056 777 0777

DEPARTMENT OF IRISH FOLKLORE University College Dublin.
Their archives contain a lot of information and photographs
relating to traditional farming, housing and folklore.
Tel: 01 716 8216

For advice about conservation grants consult your local 
authority conservation officer

LINKS
www.buildingsofireland.ie is operated by the National Inventory
of Architectural Heritage. It contains information 
and photographs for many historic structures, including farm
buildings of architectural interest in a number of counties.

MUSEUMS OF RURAL HERITAGE
BUNRATTY FOLK PARK Bunratty, Co. Clare.
Tel: 061 360 788

IRISH AGRICULTURAL MUSEUM Johnstown Castle, Co.Wexford.
Tel: 053 42888

MUSEUM OF COUNTRY LIFE (National Museum of Ireland) 
Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo.
LoCall: 1890 687 386 (ext. 392)

ULSTER AMERICAN FOLK PARK Omagh, Co.Tyrone.
Tel: 048 8224 3292

ULSTER FOLK AND TRANSPORT MUSEUM

Cultra, Holywood, Co. Down BT18 OEU, Northern Ireland.

Tel: 048 9042 8428
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