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Research questions

•What was the natural environment of the Boyne valley like prior to its 
domestication?

•Were the passage tombs part of the initial domestication of the landscape in 
this area or is there evidence for Neolithic (namely farming) activity prior to 
the construction of the monuments?  

•What was the nature of the landscape during the period in which the 
monuments were constructed and used? 

•Can we detect periods of abandonment of the area, or was human activity 
sustained over a long time period?

•How does the landscape use change over time? Can we see evidence for 
shifts in the importance of different subsistence strategies?

•How has the biodiversity of the area been changed over the last five 
millennia?
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Research questions.

Who were buried in the tombs and cemeteries? 

Were they old, young, male or female?

What was the state of their health? 

What was their diet?

Were they locals or outsiders?

Is there a difference between cremated and un-cremated 
remains?
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