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Research questions and topics:

� A series of inter-related themes and questions

� Some are specific to the medieval and post-medieval periods

� Some are common to all periods (e.g. landscape, environmental 
impact, trade and communications, the role of the River Boyne…)

� Some of the questions have already been addressed in various ways 
and to various degrees
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Research questions and topics:

� A series of inter-related themes and questions

� Some are specific to the medieval and post-medieval periods

� Some are common to all periods (e.g. landscape, environmental 
impact, trade and communications, the role of the River Boyne…)

� Some of the questions have already been addressed in various ways 
and to various degrees

� 50 QUESTIONS!
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Research questions and topics:

1. Continuity and change
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Research questions and topics:

1. Continuity and change

� To what degree is there continuity from the early historic period, in 
terms of land ownership, administrative boundaries, land organisation, 
land use, agriculture, industry and economy?
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Research questions and topics:

1. Continuity and change

� To what degree is there continuity from the early historic period, in 
terms of land ownership, administrative boundaries, land organisation, 
land use, agriculture, industry and economy?

� What were the major changes that occurred in the twelfth century (in 
particular, what effect did the arrival of the Cistercians and the Anglo-
Normans have on the area?)?
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Research questions and topics:

1. Continuity and change

� To what degree is there continuity from the early historic period, in 
terms of land ownership, administrative boundaries, land organisation, 
land use, agriculture, industry and economy?

� What were the major changes that occurred in the twelfth century (in 
particular, what effect did the arrival of the Cistercians and the Anglo-
Normans have on the area?)?

� To what degree were early historic and prehistoric sites, buildings and 
structures re-used and modified in later periods? Did their functions 
change?
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Research questions and topics:

2. Land Ownership
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Research questions and topics:

2. Land Ownership

� Is it possible to chart land ownership in detail from c.1170 to c.1700?
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Research questions and topics:

2. Land Ownership

� Is it possible to chart land ownership in detail from c.1170 to c.1700?

� What was the role of religious houses and how did this fit into a wider 
national and international context?
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Research questions and topics:

2. Land Ownership

� Is it possible to chart land ownership in detail from c.1170 to c.1700?

� What was the role of religious houses and how did this fit into a wider 
national and international context?

� What was the background to the land-grants to the Cistercians and 
the Augustinians in the area?
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Research questions and topics:

2. Land Ownership

� Is it possible to chart land ownership in detail from c.1170 to c.1700?

� What was the role of religious houses and how did this fit into a wider 
national and international context?

� What was the background to the land-grants to the Cistercians and 
the Augustinians in the area?

� What was the effect of the dissolution of the monasteries on land 
ownership?
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Research questions and topics:

2. Land Ownership

� Is it possible to chart land ownership in detail from c.1170 to c.1700?

� What was the role of religious houses and how did this fit into a wider 
national and international context?

� What was the background to the land-grants to the Cistercians and 
the Augustinians in the area?

� What was the effect of the dissolution of the monasteries on land 
ownership?

� Who were the land-holding lay families, where did they come from, 
and what were their inter-relationships?
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Research questions and topics:

3. Tenantry
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Research questions and topics:

3. Tenantry

� Who lived in Brú na Bóinne during this time?
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Research questions and topics:

3. Tenantry

� Who lived in Brú na Bóinne during this time?

� What was their ethnic make-up?
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Research questions and topics:

3. Tenantry

� Who lived in Brú na Bóinne during this time?

� What was their ethnic make-up?

� What can be said about the demography of the area?
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Research questions and topics:

3. Tenantry

� Who lived in Brú na Bóinne during this time?

� What was their ethnic make-up?

� What can be said about the demography of the area?

� What was the degree of continuity from earlier times?
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Research questions and topics:

3. Tenantry

� Who lived in Brú na Bóinne during this time?

� What was their ethnic make-up?

� What can be said about the demography of the area?

� What was the degree of continuity from earlier times?

� Following the reformation and the conflicts of the seventeenth century 
how did the religious affiliations of the tenantry change?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement

� Where did these tenants live?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement

� Where did these tenants live?

� To what degree is it possible to reconstruct a picture of settlement 
patterns in the thirteenth century (for instance)?



��� ��������	����
�	��	
�	������
����
��	
�	�����	�� �
���
�� � ���������	�	�������	�
�

Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement

� Where did these tenants live?

� To what degree is it possible to reconstruct a picture of settlement 
patterns in the thirteenth century (for instance)?

� What was the nature of this settlement? Are hierarchies of settlement 
identifiable?



��� ��������	����
�	��	
�	������
����
��	
�	�����	�� �
���
�� � ���������	�	�������	�
�

Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement

� Where did these tenants live?

� To what degree is it possible to reconstruct a picture of settlement 
patterns in the thirteenth century (for instance)?

� What was the nature of this settlement? Are hierarchies of settlement 
identifiable?

� In what ways did the settlement landscape change in the later 
medieval period and then again between 1540 and 1650?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: documented settlements
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: documented settlements

� The village of Oldbridge, for example. Where exactly was it, what was 
its form and extent, and what was its role during the Battle of the 
Boyne?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: documented settlements

� The village of Oldbridge, for example. Where exactly was it, what was 
its form and extent, and what was its role during the Battle of the 
Boyne?

� What was the nature of the known settlements at Dowth and at 
Monknewtown during the middle ages and beyond?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: documented buildings
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: documented buildings

� There are references to buildings such as Proudfootstown tower house and 
Lougher moated castle (1381). Where were these buildings and what did they 
look like?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: documented buildings

� There are references to buildings such as Proudfootstown tower house and 
Lougher moated castle (1381). Where were these buildings and what did they 
look like?

� Can any trace of them be found on (or in) the ground?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: documented buildings

� There are references to buildings such as Proudfootstown tower house and 
Lougher moated castle (1381). Where were these buildings and what did they 
look like?

� Can any trace of them be found on (or in) the ground?

� What of the other buildings and structures mentioned at Lougher in 
1287 and 1381?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: documented buildings

� There are references to buildings such as Proudfootstown tower house and 
Lougher moated castle (1381). Where were these buildings and what did they 
look like?

� Can any trace of them be found on (or in) the ground?

� What of the other buildings and structures mentioned at Lougher in 
1287 and 1381?

� Where were the garden, dovecot, mills and fishery recorded at Dowth in 
1253?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: documented buildings

� There are references to buildings such as Proudfootstown tower house and 
Lougher moated castle (1381). Where were these buildings and what did they 
look like?

� Can any trace of them be found on (or in) the ground?

� What of the other buildings and structures mentioned at Lougher in 
1287 and 1381?

� Where were the garden, dovecot, mills and fishery recorded at Dowth in 
1253?

� Can the location of the buildings recorded in the seventeenth-century 
Civil Survey be traced on the ground?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: undocumented buildings and sites
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: undocumented buildings and sites

� Is it possible to quantify and identify the range of buildings that existed in 
the area during this period?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: undocumented buildings and sites

� Is it possible to quantify and identify the range of buildings that existed in 
the area during this period?

� Can traces of some of these be located on the ground, and further 
investigated?
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Research questions and topics:

4. Settlement: undocumented buildings and sites

� Is it possible to quantify and identify the range of buildings that existed in 
the area during this period?

� Can traces of some of these be located on the ground, and further 
investigated?

� Are some of the earthworks that can be seen at Knowth (near Site 
M), Monknewtown, Dowth and elsewhere, medieval in date? If so, what 
do they represent?
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Research questions and topics:

5. Upstanding buildings
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Research questions and topics:

5. Upstanding buildings

� Some buildings dating to this period survive (e.g. Dowth Church, 
Dowth Tower House and Monknewtown Church). Who owned these 
buildings through time?
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Research questions and topics:

5. Upstanding buildings

� Some buildings dating to this period survive (e.g. Dowth Church, 
Dowth Tower House and Monknewtown Church). Who owned these 
buildings through time?

� What is the architectural history and the buildings?
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Research questions and topics:

5. Upstanding buildings

� Some buildings dating to this period survive (e.g. Dowth Church, 
Dowth Tower House and Monknewtown Church). Who owned these 
buildings through time?

� What is the architectural history and the buildings?

� When were they originally built and what is the evidence for 
alteration, expansion etc?
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Research questions and topics:

5. Upstanding buildings

� Some buildings dating to this period survive (e.g. Dowth Church, 
Dowth Tower House and Monknewtown Church). Who owned these 
buildings through time?

� What is the architectural history and the buildings?

� When were they originally built and what is the evidence for 
alteration, expansion etc?

� What are their notable characteristics and features?
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Research questions and topics:

5. Upstanding buildings

� Some buildings dating to this period survive (e.g. Dowth Church, 
Dowth Tower House and Monknewtown Church). Who owned these 
buildings through time

� What is the architectural history and the buildings?

� When were they originally built and what is the evidence for 
alteration, expansion etc?

� What are their notable characteristics and features?

� How do the buildings fit into their wider landscape setting?
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Research questions and topics:

5. Upstanding buildings

� Some buildings dating to this period survive (e.g. Dowth Church, 
Dowth Tower House and Monknewtown Church). Who owned these 
buildings through time

� What is the architectural history and the buildings?

� When were they originally built and what is the evidence for 
alteration, expansion etc?

� What are their notable characteristics and features?

� How do the buildings fit into their wider landscape setting?

� Is there any evidence for associated or neighbouring buildings or 
structures (including fields, gardens, orchards, yards etc)?
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Research questions and topics:

6. Land use and environmental impact
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Research questions and topics:

6. Land use and environmental impact

� What were the main land uses (arable, meadow, pasture, woodland
etc)?
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Research questions and topics:

6. Land use and environmental impact

� What were the main land uses (arable, meadow, pasture, woodland
etc)?

� Where were these practised and how did this change over time?
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Research questions and topics:

6. Land use and environmental impact

� What were the main land uses (arable, meadow, pasture, woodland
etc)?

� Where were these practised and how did this change over time?

� To what degree did monastic farms or granges operate in the area?
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Research questions and topics:

6. Land use and environmental impact

� What were the main land uses (arable, meadow, pasture, woodland
etc)?

� Where were these practised and how did this change over time?

� To what degree did monastic farms or granges operate in the area?

� What was the nature and extent of field boundaries?
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Research questions and topics:

6. Land use and environmental impact

� What were the main land uses (arable, meadow, pasture, woodland
etc)?

� Where were these practised and how did this change over time?

� To what degree did monastic farms or granges operate in the area?

� What was the nature and extent of field boundaries?

� To what degree did ownership of the land by religious houses 
influence the type of agriculture that was practised and the techniques 
and technologies involved?
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Research questions and topics:

6. Land use and environmental impact

� What were the main land uses (arable, meadow, pasture, woodland
etc)?

� Where were these practised and how did this change over time?

� To what degree did monastic farms or granges operate in the area?

� What was the nature and extent of field boundaries?

� To what degree did ownership of the land by religious houses 
influence the type of agriculture that was practised and the techniques 
and technologies involved?

� What was the impact of medieval people on the environment of Brú
na Bóinne?
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Research questions and topics:

7. Trade and Communication
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Research questions and topics:

7. Trade and Communication

� Can any roads and routeways dating to this period be identified on the 
ground?
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Research questions and topics:

7. Trade and Communication

� Can any roads and routeways dating to this period be identified on the 
ground?

� What was the nature of these communication routes?
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Research questions and topics:

7. Trade and Communication

� Can any roads and routeways dating to this period be identified on the 
ground?

� What was the nature of these communication routes?

� What was the extent and nature of Brú na Bóinne’s inland and overseas 
trade?
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Research questions and topics:

7. Trade and Communication

� Can any roads and routeways dating to this period be identified on the 
ground?

� What was the nature of these communication routes?

� What was the extent and nature of Brú na Bóinne’s inland and overseas 
trade?

� What was the role of rivers in terms of trade and transport? What other roles 
did the rivers have, especially the Boyne (in terms of milling, fishing, defence, 
provision of water etc)?
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Research questions and topics:

7. Trade and Communication

� Can any roads and routeways dating to this period be identified on the 
ground?

� What was the nature of these communication routes?

� What was the extent and nature of Brú na Bóinne’s inland and overseas 
trade?

� What was the role of rivers in terms of trade and transport? What other roles 
did the rivers have, especially the Boyne (in terms of milling, fishing, defence, 
provision of water etc)?

� In what ways did the foundation and development of Drogheda impact on the 
landscape and environment of Brú na Bóinne? Similarly, what were the 
connections with Slane? How was the area linked to markets operating in other 
nearby boroughs and more distant towns?
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Research questions and topics:

8. Place-names and folklore
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Research questions and topics:

8. Place-names and folklore

� What is the derivation and history of the townland names and the 
field names in Brú na Bóinne?
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Research questions and topics:

8. Place-names and folklore

� What is the derivation and history of the townland names and the 
field names in Brú na Bóinne?

� How can place-name evidence and folklore be used to inform 
understanding of the area in the medieval and post-medieval periods?
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Research questions and topics:

8. Place-names and folklore

� What is the derivation and history of the townland names and the 
field names in Brú na Bóinne?

� How can place-name evidence and folklore be used to inform 
understanding of the area in the medieval and post-medieval periods?

� In what ways can local knowledge be accessed, gathered and 
interpreted?
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Research questions and topics:

9. Cartography
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Research questions and topics:

9. Cartography

� What is the potential for later maps (Down Survey, OS, estate 
maps…), for investigating earlier land-holding and settlement patterns?

� The Down Survey maps of the area show stone buildings at Dowth,
Proudfootstown, Roughgrange, Lougher and Platin – what were these 
and can any trace of them be found now?
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Research questions and topics:

10. Battle of the Boyne



��� ��������	����
�	��	
�	������
����
��	
�	�����	�� �
���
�� � ���������	�	�������	�
�

Research questions and topics:

10. Battle of the Boyne

� A pilot survey of the archaeological potential of the Oldbridge Estate 
identified a number of directions for future research in the area
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Research questions and topics:

10. Battle of the Boyne

� A pilot survey of the archaeological potential of the Oldbridge Estate 
identified a number of directions for future research in the area

� What was the extent of Oldbridge village in the seventeenth century?

� What was its role in the Battle of the Boyne?

� What was the role of other sites, such as the Hill of Donore and 
Platin?

� Where did burials take place and what was the nature of these?
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