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The Statistics
� Length of the River Shannon= 386
� Catchment area=             18,000 (km2 )
� Number of principle rivers=   16
� Freshwater fish species = 25
� Estuary  fish species =      78



Catchments

Total 47



Ecological 
Status

Good & High 
Status 46.6%

Moderate  = 30.4%

Moderate ,Poor &  Bad= 

53.1%



� Habitat is the Primary area of Concern for 
the Future  of Fisheries

Threats 
� Water quality– fundamental
� Invasive species

� Loss of Physical Character
� Loss of channel/loss of light

� Loss of riparian zone



Eutrophication 
� River channel maybe  overgrown
• No swim room
• No food to be seen
• Some food eliminated
• No fish reproduction
• Big variation in dissolved oxygen

• Result = Habitat destroyed = NO FISH



The Threats





Invasive



Development
Excess solids
Loss of riparian Zone 
Loss of aquatic habitat
Loss of angling access along rivers



Afforestation impacts

Drainage

Organic Pollution

Maintenance



Not so obvious threats
� Increased boating; occupation of the shoreline, Disruption of angling , 

erosion caused by backwash

� Piecemeal Loss of riparian zones, Loss of Access 
� Pollution interception, Invertabrate  cycle, shading ,

� Water abstraction.  L Ree L Derg.  This is a loss of a 
resource . Water is leaving our catchment .

It is not something that should be done lightly. There 
should, in the Boards view, be a proper return to the 
catchment for this exploitation  

eg  funding to Improvements to habitat ,Over loaded WWTP 



So What of the future

� Science 
� L. Derg,  Biodiversity Project. Significant stakeholder involvement

� Research to protect important species: Pollan, Various forms of 
trout, eels(under threat) and other species

� Salmon Restoration Project . 
� Catchment management  rolling out to new catchments
� Life programme  1.7million Life funding 



� Rainwater harvesting 100,000 euro research grant
� Guidelines and reports : urbane  Riparian Guidelines, 

Pollan Report
� Genetics: identify differences in populations eg Trout

Sonaghan ,Ferox ,Gillaroe, Crooneen.

Protection and Monitoring
All these projects inform decision making 

process to protect the habitat



ADVANTAGES

Good Habitat, aquatic & terrestrial

Protects from Pollution

Balance of light and shade

Supports sustainable development

Linear park and amenity

Aesthetically pleasing 

Maintenance and Restoration 
of RIPARIAN ZONES                    

MUST BECOME INTERGRAL 
PART OF PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF ALL KINDS

Riparian Zones



The Pollan

Coregonus autumnalis – Lough Derg



Restoration 



Before & After
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