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What is the Water Framework Directive 
about?

• Natural waters – rivers, 
lakes, estuarine, coastal, 
ground waters

• Management by River 
Basin/water body

• Integrated management
• Achieve targets by 2015
• Public involvement

• Land Use 
Management!



Overall objective  of WFD

• maintain “high status”
of waters where it exists

• prevent any 
deterioration in existing 
status of waters 

• achieve at least “good 
status” of all waters by 
2015.



How will it be achieved?

• Planning

• Monitoring
• Co-ordinating 

activities
• Setting targets
• Reviewing

• Stakeholder 
involvement



WFD – Implementation to date

2000

WFD in Force WFD in Force 
2003

2004

SWMI REPORTSWMI REPORT

2007

RBMPRBMP

•Monitoring programmes
•Publish RBMP works 
programme

•Monitoring programmes
•Publish RBMP works 
programme

2008

DRAFT RBMPDRAFT RBMP

2006

•RBDs Defined
•Competent Authorities
•Water Policy Regulations

•RBDs Defined
•Competent Authorities
•Water Policy Regulations

2009

CHARACTERISATION REPORT
•Describe and Map all Waterbodies
•Reference conditions for surface 
waters
•Look at the pressures and impacts
•Economic analysis of water use
•Register of protected areas

CHARACTERISATION REPORT
•Describe and Map all Waterbodies
•Reference conditions for surface 
waters
•Look at the pressures and impacts
•Economic analysis of water use
•Register of protected areas



River Basin Districts
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NATIONAL COORDINATION GROUP
Chair: DEHLG

Members:

- EPA

- DCMNR 

- (GSI, MI, FBs)

- DAF

- OPW

- LGSCB

- HC

- LAs & RBDs

National Technical

Co-ordination Group

Sub-group/POMS e.g.:

-MIR

-Forestry

-ONWWTS

-Abstractions

-FW Morphology

CIS

Working

Groups

North – South

TAG

UK TAG

EU Water Directors

RBD projectsLA RBD Advisory Council

Stakeholder Involvement – EU & National



Stakeholder Involvement – Shannon IRBD

• RBD Advisory Council
– Elected Representatives, Sectoral reps

• RBD Steering Group
– Lead local authorities, Govt. Depts

• RBD Management Group
– Other LAs in RBD, Public authorities



RBD Advisory Councils
[EC (Water Policy) Regs, 2003 & 2005]

Terms of Reference
“to consider matters relating to the 
preparation of river basin management plans 
and other matters relevant to the protection 
and use of the aquatic environment and water 
resouces in the district and to advise and 
make recommendations on these matters to 
the relevant public authorities.”

(Art. 16 (1))

The relevant public authorities shall have regard to 
the advice and recommendations of the council
(Art. 16 (2))



RBDAC - Establishment and Membership

• Each LA appoint 2 members to the council – Cllr/SPC 
member (Art.16 (4))

• Chairperson to be a member of a relevant LA 
(Art.16(5))

• Co-option of Sectoral Interests to include 
representatives of interested parties or have 
knowledge/experience of the RBD
– Agriculture
– Business
– Angling or recreational 
– Social or community 
– Academic, professional or research
– Body with objective of protecting water quality/aquatic ecosystems

(Art.16(6))
• Co-opted members not to exceed no. of appointed 

members (Art.16(7))



Operation of Shannon AC to date

• 14 Meetings/workshops (since 26 Apr ’06)
• Presentations by invited Groups e.g. 

OPW, ESB, DCC, BNM
• Submissions made on WFD Monitoring 

Programme (2006), SWMI (2007)
• No. of resolutions to various Ministers
• Deputations to Ministers as appropriate





Public Consultation





RBD Advisory Council

(Elected Members, Co-
opted Members)

RBD Management 
Group 

(Competent Authorities)

Advice

Recommendations

WFD Model for Integrated Decision-making?

Public 
Consultation

RBMP

Local

Knowledge



Draft Shannon River Basin 
Management Plan



• Tier 1 – Working together North & South

• Tier 2 – Main RBMP to be made by Elected Members

• Tier 3 – Details of Measures to be applied at water body level

• Tier 4 – Supporting Technical Documents

Overview of Draft Plan



• STEP 1 - What Causes Our Water Problems?
• STEP 2 - How Healthy Are Our Waters?
• STEP 3 - What Do We Plan to Achieve?
• STEP 4 - What Actions Must We Take?
• STEP 5 - What Will Basic Measures Achieve?
• STEP 6 - What Further Actions Can We Take?
• STEP 7 - What will Supplementary Measures Achieve? 
• STEP 8 - Our Objectives in the Shannon District
• STEP 9 - Our Plan for the Shannon District

Overview of Draft Plan



Status and Objectives 



• National River Ecological 
Status Statistics & Map
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1003604Total

0.021NA

0.519Bad

26.1941Poor

32.81183Moderate

34.31237Good 

6.2222High

% by 
lengthLength

• Shannon River Ecological   
Status Statistics & Map





Objective 1 - Enable Protected Areas to 
achieve their stricter status standards

• Drinking Water Abstractions

• Economically significant species 
(shellfish) 

• Recreational and bathing waters

• Nutrient sensitive areas (nitrates & 
UWWTD sensitive areas)

• Protected habitats and species 
(Freshwater Pearl Mussel)

• Basic measures must achieve 
these objectives in all 
protected area cases by 2015 
(no derogations)



Objective 2 - Prevent deterioration, and in 
particular maintain High or Good Status

• Provided that WFD 
objectives are reflected in 
linked plans and 
programmes (particularly 
development and land-
use plans) this should 
provide protection against 
deterioration in status in 
all cases 

• Identify High and Good 
sites outside Protected 
Areas



Objective 3 - Improve waters where 
appropriate to achieve at least Good Status

• Supplementary 
measures will need to 
be considered for our 
key water pressures to 
restore status

• The measures must be 
technically feasible and 
cost-effective

• Set objective as restore 
by 2015 using basic 
measures



Objective 4 -
Progressively reduce 

chemical pollution



Overall

Protect – 46.5%

Restore – 53.2%



Lakes – Status and Objectives



Estuarine/Coastal Waters – Status and Objectives



How?

Programme of Measures 



Basic Measures – 11 Existing EU Directives

Implementation of these directives is already legally binding under National  
Regulation and must be complied with in full:

– The Bathing Water Directive (76/160/EEC);
– The Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC);
– The Birds Directive (79/409/EEC);
– The Drinking Water Directive (80/778/EEC) as amended by Directive (98/83/EC);
– The Major Accidents (Seveso) Directive (96/82/EC);
– The Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (85/337/EEC);
– The Sewage Sludge Directive (86/278/EEC);
– The Urban Waste-water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC);
– The Plant Protection Products Directive (91/414/EEC);
– The Nitrates Directive (91/676/EEC);
– The Integrated Pollution Prevention Control Directive (96/61/EC).

• Competent authorities must ensure that these Directives are being 
implemented to full effect , maximising their contribution to achieving the 
objectives established in the river basin management plans 

• This will require the assessment and, where appropriate, the revision of their 
respective implementing plans and programmes

Implementing measures to achieve objectives



Basic Measures – new controls

• Practical steps and measures taken to apply the principle of recovery of costs
for water use and measures to promote efficient and sustainable water use

– National Water Pricing Policy Framework

• Measures taken to protect drinking water sources

– safeguard zones

• Controls on abstraction and impoundment

– abstraction licensing under consideration 

• Controls on point source and diffuse source discharges

– point source control adequate (Waste Water Discharge Regs)
– diffuse source (new Regulations under Water Services Act)

Implementing measures to achieve objectives



Examples of possible Supplementary Measures
(Where ‘basic measures’ not sufficient)

– Wastewater, Industry & Other Point Sources

• Upgrade Wastewater Treatment Plant, Collection system
– Agriculture

• Creation of fenced buffer strip, Set aside of agricultural lands

– Forestry
• Establish additional codes of practice for forestry activities

– Unsewered Properties

• On-site systems inspection, de-sludging and upgrade

Supplementary measures – must be technically feasible and cost 
effective

Implementing measures to achieve objectives



Exemptions – extended deadlines

Timescale dictated by the slowest response to measures

Waters where investigations are 
in place by 2015

Waters where remediation 
schemes are in place by 2015

Majority of watersAbstractions

Waters where investigations are 
in place by 2015

Waters where remediation 
schemes are in place by 2015

Majority of watersPhysical 
modifications

Waters where investigations are in 
place by 2015

Majority of watersDangerous substance 
& chemical pollution

Areas replanted in third cycle or 
post 2027

Areas replanted in second cycleAreas replanted in first 
cycle

Forestry

Waters where investigations are in 
place by 2015

Waters where upgrades are 
in place by 2012

Wastewater from 
unsewered properties

Waters where recovery timescales 
are longer (gley soil/pasture areas 
or  tillage areas)

Majority of watersAgriculture

Waters impacted by landfill, 
quarry, mine or contaminated 
land/urban

Majority of watersMajority of watersLandfills, quarries, 
mines and 
contaminated lands

Waters where investigations are in 
place by 2015

Majority of watersIndustrial discharges

Waters where investigations are in 
place by 2015

Waters where upgrades are 
in place by 2012

Wastewater

2027 or likely LSO cases20212015Key Issue



Linkages with other Plans & 
Programmes

• Under the WFD, River Basin Management Plans 
(RBMPs) are required to include (Annex VIIA, paragraph 
8): 

‘a register of any more detailed programmes and 
management plans for the RBD dealing with 
particular sub-basins, sectors, issues or water 
types, together with a summary of their contents ’.

• All of the plans and programmes identified must be 
coordinated with RBMPs to ensure that water objectives 
can be achieved. 



Linkages with other Plans 
& Programmes

Relevant plans and programmes are identified in relation 
to the following policy areas:

• Land use and Spatial Plans e.g. Co. Development Plans, Local 
Area DPs

• Conservation Measures
• Water Services Strategic Plans
• Pollution Reduction Plans e.g. Nitrates National Action Plan
• Flood Risk Management Plans
• Sludge Management Plans
• Major Accident Emergency Plans
• Forest Management Plans
• Heritage Plans
• Miscellaneous Plans e.g. Salmonid and Cyprinid Waters Pollution 

Reduction Programmes



Timeframe to RBMP

• 22nd Dec 2008 – Publication of Draft RBMP

• 22nd Jun  2009 – End of Statutory Consultation 

• 16th Oct  2009 – Making of RBMP by Reserved Function

• 30th Oct 2009 – Making of RBMP by Executive Function

• 30th Nov 2009 – EPA report to Minister

• 11th Dec 2009 – Ministers Amendments

• 22nd Dec 2009 – Publication of RBMP

• First 6 year Planning Cycle 2010 – 2015



Strategic Environmental Assessment



Final thoughts
• Embarking on a new, 

exciting, challenging, 
experience for all in 
relation to water 
management

• Start of an iterative 
process

• RBDACs’ represent first 
step in structured 
participation

• Need for review



Email: info@shannonrbd.com

Tel: 061 337914

Web: www.shannonrbd.com

Thank You for your attention!


