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Heritage Council Brief to NPWS Heritage Council Brief to NPWS 

• An overview  of designated areas on the Shannon

• Important non-designated areas
• Challenges facing designated areas

• Overcoming the challenges

• NPWS view on the Waterway Corridor Studies



Designated Areas Designated Areas --three primary three primary 
typestypes--an overviewan overview

• Natural Heritage Area, National 
designation, Wildlife Amendment Act 2000

• Special Protected Area, EU Birds Directive 
• Special Areas of Conservation, EU Habitats 

Directive
• SAC and SPA -EU Natura 2000 Network
• SAC and SPAs protected by Habitats 

Regulations 1997



SAC and SPAsSAC and SPAs

• EU  Directives sets out criteria for  selection of 
sites 

• Size, naturalness,  intactness, population size, 
isolation

• Migratory or rare birds

• Qualifying Interests listed  in the Annexes 
• Special consideration for ‘priority’ habitats (and 

species)







Designated areas on the ShannonDesignated areas on the Shannon

• Shannon Estuary SAC and 
SPAs

• Lower River Shannon SAC
• L Derg SPA

• Brosna Callows SPA
• Middle Shannon Callows 

SPA/SAC

• Suck River Callows SPA
• L Ree SAC/NHA/SPA

• L Forbes complex 
SAC/SPA

• Rynne River NHA

• Boderg/ Bofin pNHA
• Grange /Kilglass pNHA
• L Drumharlow pNHA

• L Key pNHAs
• and blanket and raised 

bogs, turloughs, fens, 
lakes, esker ridges ….







Other  sitesOther  sites

• Nature Reserve-Establishment Order 
• Refuges for Fauna ,1976 Wildlife Act 

Wildlife/Wildfowl Sanctuaries 
• National Parks 
• Protected plant habitats (Flora Protection 

Order 1989)



Important non designated sitesImportant non designated sites
Should every habitat be designated ?Should every habitat be designated ?‘‘

• Areas  of the  Shannon Corridor not designated
• pNHAs = proposed
• Geological sites  
• Commitment in National Biodiversity Plan
• Qualifying interests exits , site not designated, 

Why?  
• Problems designating sites for dispersed species



Challenges (to biodiversity)Challenges (to biodiversity)

• Loss/fragmentation  of (wetland)  habitat
• Over exploitation
• Pollution , disturbance /recreational use
• Invasive species (disease, competition) 
• Rate of climate change versus rate of 

adaptation to change



Top 12 Major pressures Top 12 Major pressures -- NPWS assessment NPWS assessment 
of EU protected habitats of EU protected habitats --rankedranked/ / 
amalgamated countsamalgamated counts

• Grazing               1   40
• Recreation           2   32

• Peat Extraction    3   29
• Comm Networks 3   29

• Forestry               4   25
• Urbanisation        4   25

• Drainage              5  22
• Sand and Gravel 

extraction            6  20
• Reclamation        7  19
• Pollution              8  17

• Invasive species   8 17
• Agri restructuring 9 15







Top 12 Major pressures NPWS assessment of  Top 12 Major pressures NPWS assessment of  
EU protected species EU protected species --rankedranked//amalgamated amalgamated 
countscounts

• Fishing                1  43
• Drainage             2   41

• Pollution             3   38
• Comm networks 4   25

• Forestry               5  22
• Pesticides            6  18

• Urbanisation             6  18
• Agri restructuring     7  17

• Collection                 7   17
• Discharge                  8  15

• Fertilisation               9  12
• Grazing                      9  12







Threats  noted in the Shannon Threats  noted in the Shannon 
CorridorCorridor
• Loss , fragmentation of habitat .Infilling, peat extraction , 

change of use, vegetation removal, dredging, channel 
modification

• Disturbance ,recreational pressures to feeding and /or 
breeding/roost areas, commuting areas 

• Deterioration in water quality- agriculture, marinas, 
domestic

• Invasive species

• Natural events? Flooding in Callows



Overcoming challenges Overcoming challenges 

• County Development Plans

• Strategic Environmental Assessments
• Pre Planning and other Consultation Work  with Coillte,  

BnM, OPW,  SRFB, Waterways Ireland and other primary 
users and agencies 

• Water  Framework Directive, Water Services Investment 
Programme ,upgrading of Waste Water Treatment  
Plants 

• Incentives for landowners -REPS and NPWS Farm Plan 
Scheme, NPWS bog purchase programme



Overcoming challengesOvercoming challenges

• Planning assessment process 
• Knowledge/information e.g.  Management plans for 

designated sites 
• Review Enforcement
• Better resourced,  structured  conservation agency 
• Other agencies progressing their responsibilities 



Shannon Corridor Shannon Corridor 

• Historic lived in corridor
• Cultural significance
• Biodiversity rich 
• Untapped economic and heritage potential    
• Goodwill and positive inter-agency           

co-operation



Shannon Corridor study Shannon Corridor study --NPWSNPWS

• Welcome and useful-a source of 
information

• NPWS 2002 Upper Shannon Study 
• Study Themes -
• One agency ?-multi layered bureaucratic 

entity
• Self regulation and accountability issues




