
Local Authorities Working 
Together

Clare, Galway, North Tipperary and  
Limerick County Council



Lough Derg: the resource

80 km waterway corridor
3rd largest lake in Ireland at 118km2

Landscape diversity
Cultural history
Nature conservation interest 



Existing Reports and Recommondations 

•Lough Derg Study 2001
•Lough Derg International Water Park Design Guide,      

2003
•Waterways Corridor Study, 2006
•Lough Derg Marketing Strategy, Discover Lough   
Derg



Regional Authorities
County Development Plans
Local Area Plans
Heritage and Biodiversity Plan
Water Framework Directive
River Basin Mangement Plan
European Landscape 
Convention

Co-ordinated, 
integrated and 
strategic 
management

Shannon Development
Ireland West Tourism
WaterWays Ireland
ESB
Inland Fisheries
Shannon Regional Fisheries
Coillte
Forest Service



Lake side settlements
Local interest groups
Tourism interests
Angling and leisure
Conservation groups
Developer interests

Stakeholder 
participation 
in resource 
management















Fóram Oidhreachta an Chláir
Clare Heritage ForumClare County Council

Clare Architectural Heritage Survey
Taighde Oidhreacht Ailtireachta Cósta an Chláir

By Sarah Halpin & Gráinne O’Connor 2007/08













Issues to consider

•Areas under development pressure
•Areas in population decline
•Agricultural diversification
•Infrastructure development and amenity area enhancement
•Recreational and walking route development
•Landscape recreation and scenic amenity
•Access issues
•Heritage information provision



How to realise the vision for Lough Derg
How to capitalise on the resource

Water quality and algae bloom
Invasive Species
Best Practice in Marina development
Information and interpretation

Challenges



Lough Derg Heritage Forum -some ideas

•Support the Navigation infrastructure and tourism facilities
•Eco-tourism Initiatives
•Develop the Heritage opportunities
•Plan around the water based and land based activities
•Information and interpretation of the natural and cultural herit
•Approach and design of Signage
•Planning, sighting and design guidelines
•Walking, cycling and cultural route development
•Realised the education potential
•Develop a Visitor “Code of Practice”


