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An Introduction to Landscape Character Assessment ( LCA)

Wednesday 26 " & Thursday 27 ™ May 2010
Multi-Disciplinary CPD Training Workshop

Spanish Point and Tulla, County Clare

This Award-winning, multi-disciplinary CPD training module is an initiative of the Heritage
Council of Ireland, developed in partnership with, Clare County Council, Engineers Ireland
(ED), the Institute of Archaeologists of Ireland (I Al), the Institute of Ecology and
Environmental Management (IEEM), the Irish Institut e of Horticulturists, the Irish
Landscape Institute (ILI), the Irish Planning Insti  tute (IPI), the Landscape Observatory of
Catalonia, the Northern Ireland Landscape Institute (NILI), the Royal Institute of the
Architects of Ireland (RIAI), Royal Society of Ulst  er Architects (RSUA) and the Royal Town
Planning Institute (RTPI), in accordance with Artic  le 6B of the European Landscape

Convention (ELC)
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1. Introduction to the Multi-Disciplinary LCA CPD C  ourse

This Award-winning, all-island, multi-disciplinary CPD training programme (CPD=16.5 hrs) is
being delivered in the context of:

The European Landscape Convention (ELC)', which was both signed and ratified by the
Irish government in March 2002, and came into effect in March 2004;

The county-wide Landscape Character Assessments (LCA) and / or Historic Landscape
Characterisations (HLC) which have now been completed for many Irish counties;

Minister Gormley’s proposal to develop a National Landscape Strategy (NLS), which would
promote landscape protection, management and planning, in accordance with the ELC;

Heritage Council research that suggests that 68% of Heritage Officers, Planners and
Consultants in Republic of Ireland have had no formal training in LCA or HLC?; and

A survey suggesting that 79% of our overseas visitors consider the ‘Irish landscape’ as a
significant factor in their decision to come here/visit Ireland. (Failte Ireland Visitor Attitudes
Survey, 2008).

2. Who will benefit by attending this multi-discipl inary Landscape CPD training?

This CPD training course will be of value to those whose professional work impinges on the
Irish landscape. This includes planners, landscape architects, archaeologists, ecologists,
architects, engineers and horticulturists. Such individuals might — for example - be working for
a local authority or in private practice.

Such a broad group will clearly come to this training with a range of different agendas and
starting points. One of the benefits of this multi-disciplinary approach — rather than working
only with colleagues from your own discipline — is that we can focus on the way the
professions may perceive and value different aspects of the landscape in different ways.
Landscape provides the context for all these groups, and understanding why we may have
different perspectives will be a valuable outcome from this training.

Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) — Skills Requi  red

Course attendees are asked to note that the, the Scottish Natural Heritage and Natural
England (formerly the Countryside Agency) LCA Guidance for England and Scotland (2002)* *
states that:

‘Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) requires inputs from a number of specialist areas,
including landscape history and archaeology, ecology, agriculture, forestry and planning. It is
important that the bulk of the work is carried out by a core team with complementary skills,
such as a landscape specialist and a planner. They can carry out the majority of the desk
study and field survey and keep and overview of the process and the products. Specialist
inputs from others can then be introduced, as necessary. GIS skills are also increasingly
important as are facilitation skills to support stakeholder involvement.’

(Source: LCA Guidance, pg 18, para 3.10 °).

! See http:/iwww.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/Conventions/Landscape/

2 Source Table 3.12 (page 35), Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) in Ireland: Baseline Audit and Evaluation,
(Sept 2006), prepared for the Heritage Council by Julie Martin Associates in association with Alison Farmer
Associates.

% The 2002 LCA Guidance was prepared by Professor Carys Swanwick, University of Sheffield and Land Use
Consultants. Please note that the ‘Pilot’ LCA CDP Course in Ireland was externally evaluated by Professor Carys
Swanwick along with George Lambrick, Consultant Archaeologist in the UK.

* Cover lllustration — Natural England (‘Landscape Wheel’ developed by Professor Carys Swanwick).
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3. Structure of the CPD Training Course

This two-day residential CPD training course will be based at the Armada Hotel at Spanish
Point on the coast of County Clare http://www.burkesarmadahotel.com/conferences.php

Day One will comprise a series of briefings, group exercises and discussions to introduce the
overall concept and value of the landscape character approach.

The focus for Day Two will be a programme of site visits and group exercises. We will work
on a number of case studies as part of which participants will be asked to assess evidence and
make judgements about a range of land management and spatial planning issues.

The field-work element of this training is crucial. Experience on previous events in other EU
Member States suggests this is the way people really get to grips with the philosophy and
benefits of Landscape Characterisation.

4. CPD Course Aims and Objectives

This CPD training course has been designed on the assumption that at least some of our
participants will have little, or no, background knowledge of landscape-related policies and
practice. Attending this introductory LCA CPD course will provide you with:

An introduction to the philosophy and practice of Landscape Character Assessment (LCA);
The ability to interpret, critique and make use of a LCA; and

The opportunity to work closely with colleagues from other professions and to appreciate
the value of taking a multidisciplinary view of landscape issues.

Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) is a tool for enhancing local distinctiveness

and promoting sustainable development. LCA is bein g developed across Ireland
partly in response to the European Landscape Conven tion (ELC) - the first
international agreement on landscape, devoted to th e protection, management and
planning of all landscapes across Europe.

Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) is a meth  od for understanding and
mapping the landscape that we see today with refere nce to its historical
development. HLC often informs and should be incorp orated into a Landscape
Character Assessment.

CPD Course Objectives
By attending this CPD course you will have an opportunity to learn about:
a) What landscape is and why it matters

* What it is that makes every landscape distinctive; how does ‘land’ become ‘landscape’?

* The scope and implications of the European Landscape Convention (ELC) for Ireland,
both north and south.

* Landscape as a key element of local cultures, natural and cultural heritage, human well-
being/ quality of life and consolidation of national and European identity.

* Landscape evolution and ‘forces for change’.
* Landscapes, seascapes and townscapes.
b) Landscape characterisation

* The roll-out of characterisation across Ireland (north and south) — progress to date and
‘lessons learned'.

5 http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/englands/character/assessment/default.aspx
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C)

d)

f)

5.

* The underpinning philosophy of the ELC: all landscapes matter, all have a distinct
character, historical and archaeological interest exists across the entire landscape - not
just in special places.

* The relationship between LCA and Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC).
Best practice in carrying out a characterisation

* The use and value of GIS.
* The breadth and nature of the evidence base.
Ways in which LCA can be put to use:

* Characterisation as a tool for managing — not preventing — change.

* Using LCA and HLC as a basis for making spatial planning decisions, for advising on
land management options, and for finding a balance between landscape and other
environmental objectives such as biodiversity, and as a tool for monitoring landscape
change.

The importance of public participation

* Engaging effectively from the outset with the full range of stake-holders who might have
an interest in landscape issues.

* Barriers to participation — social, cultural, etc.

* Communicating enthusiasm and understanding of landscape in an appropriate way with
different audiences.

* Raising public awareness of Ireland’s unique and varied landscapes.
Field skills
* Ground-truthing existing characterisations.

* Interpreting a broad-brush characterisation at a local scale; drawing on the insights and
knowledge of a multi-disciplinary group.

* The use of descriptive text and field sketches.

Two-Day Training Programme — May 2010

Tuesday 25 " May

Evening: Participants arrive at the Armada Hotel, Spanish Point, on the coast of County

Clare http://www.burkesarmadahotel.com/conferences.php

Day One - Wednesday 26 " May

9.00 a.m. Welcome and Introductions — Alison Harvey, Training Course Co-ordinator,
Heritage Council

9.15 a.m. Introductions by Course participants.

9.25 a.m. An Introduction to Landscape Character Assessment ( LCA) and the scope
of this training programme  — David Mount, Countryside Training Partnership

10.00 a.m. Collect coffee/tea etc., and return to working groups for

Desk exercise 1: Developing your ‘landscape literacy’

10.35 a.m. An introduction to Irish Habitat Types and Mapping - Julie Fossitt, Divisional

Ecologist, National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS)

11.00a.m.  An introduction to Historic Landscape Characterisat ion - David Sankey,

Museum of London Archaeological Services
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11.25 a.m.
11.50 a.m.
12.15 p.m.

1.00 p.m.
1.50 p.m.
2.00 p.m.
3.00 p.m.
3.15 p.m.
3.45 p.m.

4.15 p.m.

4.30 p.m.

4.50 p.m.

5.30 p.m.
6.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
8.00 p.m.

8.30 p.m.

9.00 p.m.

Landscape Perception - Karen Foley, Head of Landscape Architecture, UCD
The role of desk study and IT in LCA - Martin Critchley, ERA Maptec Ltd

Desk exercise 2: Using data and overlays to identify possible landscape
character types in the South West Clare area

Lunch in the hotel

Field Exercise —introduction

Field Exercise - Work in small groups in the area around Spanish Point
Review field exercise in working groups (tea / coffee available)

Feed back and conclusions from field work

Using LCA in forward planning and development manag ement - Brian
McCarthy, Clare County Council

Group Discussion on the applications of LCA - probl ems and
opportunities

Public participation — ‘Theory and Practice’ — Alison Harvey, Heritage
Council

Public participation in Ireland and Spain - Ruth Minogue, Minogue

Associates and Xavier Sabaté, Landscape Observatory of Catalonia
Participation — group exercise

Break/free time

Dinner in hotel

People, place and culture in Miltown Malbay and Spa  nish Point -
presentation by Harry Hughes, local historian and resident of Spanish Point

Panel discussion on the use of LCA by and with loca | communities - Alison
Harvey, Harry Hughes, Ruth Minogue and Xavier Sabaté. Chair; David Mount.

Finish

Day Two — Thursday 27 " May

8.45 a.m.

9.45 a.m.

10.00 a.m.
10.10 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

11.00 a.m.
11.15 a.m.
12.00 noon

1.00 p.m.
1.40 p.m.

Depart Hotel and Travel to Tulla  (lifts will be provided for participants who do
not have their own vehicles; designated parking will be arranged in Tulla)

Arrive Tulla Court House - tea/coffee served on arrival

Introduction to Day 2 — David Mount

Introduction to historic aspects of the area around Tulla - Dave Sankey
Townscape appraisal — Grainne Shaffrey, Royal Institute of the Architects of
Ireland (RIAI)

Field Work briefing — David Mount
Field exercise (a) : from Tulla Church and Cemetery

Field exercise (b) : Townscape characterisation, settlement form and
development

Return to Court House and review fieldwork findings over sandwich lunch

Views of local people of Tulla and its landscape — Facilitated discussion with
Tulla Residents
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2.00 p.m. Presentation and  discussion of townscape and landsc ape
characterisation work

2.30 p.m. Unfinished business, Q+As, Action planing
3.00 p.m. LCA CPD Course review/evaluation (+ cup of tea) — Alison Harvey
3.30 p.m. Finish

Optional field visit to ‘designed landscapes’ in th e Tulla locality

6. Practicalities — Accommodation, Catering, etc.

Accommodation etc

As noted above, the course will be based at the Armada Hotel, Spanish Point until Thursday
morning when attendees will travel to Tulla. The Armada Hotel is offering a specially reduced
rate of €50 for bed and breakfast for course attendees.

Course fee includes the provision of lunch on both days and an evening meal on Day 1.

A cheaper option might be to book into a local bed and breakfast establishment, and just have
lunch and evening meal at the hotel. See Appendix A of this document for a list of B+Bs in the
locality.

What to bring with you

For the site visits it is essential that you bring with you robust footwear, as well as warm and
waterproof clothing. High-vis waistcoats will be provided. Please note that we plan to proceed
whatever the weather. We would also recommend that you bring a digital camera to record
your surveys and findings.

Contact Details and Penalty for Last minute cancellations

Contact Alison Harvey, Course Co-ordinator at the Heritage Council, Tel 056 7770777 and/or
Mobile 087 419 3458 (00353 56 7770777 or 00353 87 419 3458).

As per the booking form, please note that any cancellations made within two to five days of
the event will incur 75% of the full course fee.

7. Course fee

The fee is €250 for Members and €350 for Non-Member s. This fee is made possible thanks
to the financial contribution made by the Heritage Council and other Project Partners during
the course development. Please note that Participants will be responsible for paying for their
accommodation during the course.

8. Travelling to Spanish Point and Tulla

Directions to Spanish Point and Tulla are provided in Appendix B. We also recommend that
you use the AA Route Planner - http://www.aaireland.ie/routes beta/. Directions from Spanish
Point to Tulla will also be provided in the course pack.

9. Background reading and some useful websites

Before you come on the CPD course you will almost certainly find it useful to spend some time
getting up to speed on current landscape character issues. A wealth of information is available
on the internet — the links below offer some recommended starting points:
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The European Landscape Convention provides a succinct and
widely accepted definition of Landscape:

“An area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of
the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors” /_Jfk
The ELC website - www.coe.int/EuropeanLandscapeConvention - . ’

presents the full text of the convention and also includes an  eumorean LanDsCARE ConvENTION

explanation of the philosophy which underpins the first ever W@ EURorzEnE oy pirsacs
international agreement on landscape.

ECOVAST - the European Council for the Village and Small Town —
has published “Landscape Identification: a guide to good practice”.
http://www.ecovast.org/papers/good gquid_e.pdf

This presents an approach to landscape description and
characterisation aimed at all the citizens of Europe. The approach will
also be of interest to professionals working in this field.

An Chombhairle Oidhreachta @'
The Heritage Council J

The landscape section of the Heritage Council 's website - www.heritagecouncil.ie/landscape
- describes the council’s initiatives in this area and includes links to the Heritage Council’'s
recent international landscape conference held at Tullamore in October 2009, along with links
to a number of publications, including the County Clare Landscape Character Assessment
www. heritagecouncil.ie/landscape/publications/landscape-character-assessment-of-co-clare
and more recently the Landscape Character Assessment in Ireland Baseline Audit and
Assessment Report (2006).

www.heritagecouncil.ie/fileadmin/user upload/Publications/Planning/LCA .

£y Failte Ireland
L 4

Mational Tourism Development Authority

A Féilte Ireland report “Feasibility Study to Identify Scenic Landscapes in Ireland” is available
on their website http://www.failteireland.ie/getdoc/a7fcc4a4-43b7-4609-ad15-
fa5710c5ba2f/Feasibility-Study-To-Identify-Scenic-Landscapes-In

This study provides a framework for the development of a national scenic landscapes map for
Ireland. This work anticipates a move from the relatively value free process of landscape
characterisation to that of making judgements based on that characterisation.

www.catpaisatge.net/eng/observatori.php is the website of
the Landscape Observatory of Catalonia . The
Observatory, created in 2005, aims to raise awareness of
landscape issues in Catalonia and Spain.

Observatori del Paisatge
We are delighted that Xavier Sabaté from the Observatory
will be contributing to our landscape training course.

1. Landed estates website:  http://www.landedestates.ie/LandedEstates/jsp/index.jsp
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2. Irish Place Names http://www.logainm.ie/
3. Record of Monument and Places (RMP)

www.archaeology.ie

The Record of Monument and Places (RMP) is a statutory list of all known archaeological
monuments provided for in the National Monuments Acts. There are over 120,000
Recorded Monuments included in the RMP. The RMP consists of a published county-by-
county set of Ordnance Survey maps on which monuments are marked by a circle and an
accompanying book which specifies the type of monuments. It should be borne in mind
that the circle does not necessarily define the extent of the site or monument ... The RMP
is available in planning authority offices and in public libraries countrywide as well as in
county and city / town museums. It also may be consulted at the National Monuments
Archive, 6 Ely Place Upper, Dublin 2

The Landscape Character Network is sponsored by Natural England,
and its website www.landscapecharacter.org.uk provides not only a
highly readable introduction to Landscape Character Assessment, but
also - for example - numerous workshop reports as well as access to
LCN's quarterly newsletter.

Landscape m Ireland

www.landscape-forum-ireland.com/landscape-f-i-welcome.html is a website set up by the
Landscape Alliance Ireland , a small non-governmental organisation campaigning for
landscape policy at local, regional, national, European and international level.

Clare County Council 's website includes an
authoritative section which describes the county’s
cultural and natural heritage. This will be of
particular interest to participants who are new to
this part of Ireland.

http://www.clarecoco.ie/heritage/heritageofclare.ht
ml
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You might also wish to visit the websites of Project Partners who are supporting the
development and delivery of this multi-disciplinary CPD training programme:

www.engineersireland.ie wWww.iai.ie

www.ieem.net

www.irishplanninginstitute.ie

www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com

www.riai.ie

www.rtpi.org.uk
/

Www.rsua.org.uk
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10. Post-Course Networking

It is intended that the LCA CPD course attendees will be able to network and support each
other once the course has been undertaken, in order to encourage the post-course learning
process. An extranet service will be set up on the Heritage Council's landscape webpage,
which is part of the main website at www.heritagecouncil.ie.
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11. Landscape Glossary

Term

Definition

Landscape

An area as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the
action and interaction of natural and/or human factors®.

Landscape Character

A distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements in the
landscape that makes one landscape different from another, rather
than better or worse’.

Characteristic

A distinctive element, or combination of elements, which make a
particular contribution to distinctive character.

Key characteristics

Combinations of elements, which help give an area its distinct sense
of place. If the key characteristics which are identified were to change
or be lost there would be significant consequences for the current
character of the landscape.

Elements Individual components, which make up the landscape, such as trees
and hedges.

Features Particularly prominent or eye-catching elements, like tree clumps,
church towers, or wooded skylines.

Characterisation The process of identifying areas of similar character, classifying and

mapping them and describing their character.

Landscape Character
Types

Distinct types of landscape, which are relatively homogenous in
character. They are generic in nature in that they may occur in
different areas in different parts of the country, but share broadly
similar combinations of geology, topography, drainage patterns,
vegetation, historic land use and settlement pattern.

As an example, blanket bog uplands are a distinct Landscape
Character Type and are recognisable in a number of counties across
Ireland.

Landscape Character
Area

Single unique areas that are the discrete geographical area of a
particular landscape type.

Every LCA is geographically specific and has its own distinctive
character and sense of place based upon patterns of geology,
landform, land use, cultural, historical and ecological features.

Historic Landscape
Characterisation
(HLC)

Historic Landscape Characterisation is a method for understanding
and mapping the landscape that we see today with reference to its
historical development. An HLC often informs and may be
incorporated into a Landscape Character Assessment.

Seascape Character
Assessment

An assessment process relatively novel in Ireland, taken to include:
Views from land to sea;
Views from sea to land;
Views along coastline; and
The effect on landscape of the conjunction of sea and land.

Some additional areas on land may be included that are coastal in
character, but which may not have direct views of the sea, such as
areas behind sand dunes.

6 European Landscape Convention (ELC), October 2000.

” Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage’s ‘Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England

and Scotland’, 2002, now see Natural England website.

©Heritage Council 2010.

10




Landscape Capacity

The degree to which a particular landscape character type or area is
able to accommodate change without significant effects on its
character, or overall change of landscape character type.

Landscape Sensitivity

The extent to which the inherent character and visual amenity of a
landscape are vulnerable to change due to a particular type
development activity.

Landscape Value

The relative value or importance attached to a landscape (often as a
basis for designation or recognition), which expresses national or local
consensus, because of its quality, special qualities including aspects
such as scenic beauty, tranquillity or wildness, cultural associations or
other conservation issues.

Landscape quality /
landscape condition

Quality / condition judgements are based on the physical state of the
landscape, and its intactness, from a visual, functional and ecological
perspective. It also reflects the state of repair of individual features
and elements, which make up the character in any one place.

Geographic
Information System

Computerised database of geographical information that can be easily
updated and manipulatedg.

Digital Terrain Model

Computerised representation of topography in 3D as a digital model
based on the contours of an OS map.

Zone of theoretical
visibility — ZTV

(also know as zone of
visual influence — ZVI)

Area within which a proposed development may have an influence or
effect on visual amenity.

The above glossary draws on earlier landscape research work during the development phase
of the LCA Course undertaken in 2008 on behalf of the Heritage Council® by Ruth Minogue

and Associates.

8

Landscape Institute and Institute for Environmental Management and Assessment (2002) Guidelines for

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment.

° Design and Delivery of a ‘Pilot’ Landscape Character Assessment CPD Training Module for the Heritage Council,
the Irish Planning Institute, the Irish Landscape Institute and the Irish Archaeological Institute - Research Report by

Ruth Minogue (May 2008).
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Appendix A: Bed and Breakfast Accommodation in Spa nish Point and Miltown Malbay

Mrs Barker

Barkers

Spanish Point

Tel 00 353 65 7084408

Email: stay@barkersbedandbreakfast.com

Mrs Mary Burke
Anchor Lodge

Spanish Point

Tel 00 353 65 7084298

Mrs Mary Hughes

An Gleann

Ennis Road

Miltown Malbay

Tel 00 353 65 7084281

Email: angleann@oceanfree.net

©Heritage Council, 2010.

Ms Emma Horsby

The Pewter House

Crosses of Annagh

Miltown Malbau

Tel 00 353 65 7084934

Email: emmajhornsby@aol.com

Ms Rita Meade

Berry Lodge

Annagh

Tel 00 353 65 7087022
Email: info@berrylodge.com

Ms Deirdre O Malley
West Point Lodge
Spanish Point

Tel 00 353 65 7084769



Appendix B: Directions to Spanish Point and Tulla
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