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Flood Risk Management

Å Policy
Å Role of the OPW
ïFlood risk management

ïDuring major flood events

Å EU Directive
Å Other issues



Policy Context

National Flood Policy Review 2004

ÅKey recommendations
ïRoles and responsibilities : OPW lead agency

ïRole of local authorities & D/EHLGï
Åplanning, 

Åemergency response; 

ïD/AFF 
Åcoastal protection ïresponsibility to OPW Jan 2009

ïFlood risk management, rather than prevention
ÅGreater emphasis on non-structural measures

ÅRiver catchment basis

ÅProactive approach



National Flood Policy Review

Policy outcome:

To minimise the national level of flood risk 

to people, businesses, infrastructure and the 

environment, through the identification and 

management of existing, and particularly 

potential future, flood risks in an integrated, 

proactive and catchment-based manner.



OPW Role

Å Government's Lead Agency for Flood Risk 

Management

Å Implementation Plan
ï Management structure

Å Inter-departmental coordination group
Å Steering groups (e.g. Planning guidelines)
Å Co-ordination role for OPW

Å OPW work programmes:
ï Strategic information gaps 

ï Non-structural Flood Risk Management

ï Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management -
CFRAM

ï Capital works ïexisting risk

Å EU Floods Directive
ï Competent Authority role



Information Gaps

ÅR&D Programme

ïUpdate of Flood Studies Report ïmethodologies for flood 

estimation

ÅWell underway: completion 2010

ïOngoing through 2009, with focus on Flood Studies Update, 

ERA-NET CRUE and FRMRC2 Flood Studies Update

ÅStrategic Hydro-meteorological Monitoring Review

ïStrategic plan for monitoring networks

ïCompleted ïmoving to implementation

ïTidal gauge network



Catchment Flood Risk Management

Objectives
Assess flood risk on a catchment basis

Identify future land use & climate changes that may increase risk

Strategic environmental assessment SEA

Options to manage flood risk ïstructural & non-structural

Develop long term strategy ïCatchment flood risk management 
plan (CFRMP)

ÅPilot projects
ïRiver Lee, River Dodder, River Suir, Fingal East Meath area

ïAdditional information at: www.leecframs.ie

http://www.leecframs.ie/
http://www.leecframs.ie/


CFRAM Programme

Å OPW ïto commence CFRAM Studies on 
all catchments during 2010

Å Shannon CFRAM
ï Procurement of consultants by mid-year

ï Completion timescale of about 3 years



CFRAM Outputs

Å Flood maps

ï Flood extents velocities, depths
ï Analytical tools for flood management

Å Catchment Flood Risk Management Plan

ï Long-term plan for cost-effective and sustainable 
management of flood risk

ï Prioritised set of future actions, measures & works 
(existing and future risk).

ï Example ïdraft Lee FRMP 



CFRAM Outputs
Flood extent map


