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Invasivespeciesare speciesthat havebeen introduced,generally

by human intervention, outside their natural range and whose

establishmentandspreadcanthreatennativeecosystemstructure,

functionanddeliveryof services.

Socio-economicimpacts: tourism,water quality,floodingetc.

What is an Invasive Species?



Why are invasivespeciessucha concern
in Ireland?

ÅGlobally invasive species are considered the 2nd

greatestthreat to biodiversity

ÅIsland biogeography - relatively small number of
indigenousspecies

ÅFurtherpressureson our priority habitatsandspecies

ÅWe are obliged under various European and
internationalinstrumentsto protect our biodiversity

ÅEconomicimpact

ÅHealthimpact



Economic impact

ÅEU -ϵ10 billion p/yr on control & damage

ÅUnknown for Ireland

ÅGiant Hogweed- ~ £15,000 to spray 120m

ÅL. major cutting programme in L. Corrib cost 
WRFB ~ ϵ600,000 annually. 

http://www.istockphoto.com/file_thumbview_approve/6195607/2/istockphoto_6195607-falling-euro-bills.jpg



Slide courtesy of Dr. Joe Caffrey (CFB)
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Myriophyllum aquaticum ïParrotôs Feather

Images  courtesy of Dr. Joe Caffrey (CFB)



Image is courtesy of Dr. Joe Caffrey (CFB)

Nymphoides peltata ïFringed Water Lily



Direct Human Impact

http://www.forestryimages.org/browse/

Bruce Stewart

http://www.invasiveplantcompany.com/japanese-knotweed-image-

gallery.html

www.steger-lewis.net

Dr. Joe Caffrey

Infrastructure

Health Hazard

Economic impact




