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What Is an Invasive Species?

Invasivespeciesare speciesthat have been introduced, generally
by human intervention, outside their natural range and whose

establishmentand spreadcanthreaten native ecosystenstructure,

functionanddeliveryof services

Socieeconomiampacts tourism, water quality, floodingetc.



Why are invasivespeciessucha concern
In Ireland?

A Globally invasive species are considered the 2nd
greatestthreat to biodiversity

A Island biogeography - relatively small number of
Indigenousspecies

A Furtherpressureson our priority habitatsand species

A We are obliged under various European and
Internationalinstrumentsto protect our biodiversity

A Economidmpact
A Healthimpact




Economic impact

A EU- €10 billion p/yr on control & damage
A Unknown for Ireland
A Giant Hogweed~ £15,000 to spray 120m

A L. major cutting programme in L. Corrib cost
WRFB €600,000 annually.



Rinerroon Bay, Lough Corrib pre-Lagarosiphon major




Lagarosiphon major in Rinneroon Bay, Lough Corrib
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Nymphoides peltata T Fringed Water Lily
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Direct Human Impact

Infrastructure

“One of Ireland’s great fly fishing destinations™

......

UGA1148090






