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WFD – Progress to Date

WFD in Force SWMI REPORT

RBMP

CHARACTERISATION REPORT
•Describe and Map all Waterbodies
•Reference conditions for surface 
waters
•Look at the pressures and impacts
•Economic analysis of water use
•Register of protected areas

2000

2003

2004 2007

•Monitoring programmes
•Publish RBMP works 
programme

2008

DRAFT RBMP

2006

•RBDs Defined
•Competent Authorities
•Water Policy Regulations

2009



River Basin Districts
(Water Policy Regs – SI 722 of 2003)
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EC (Water Policy) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2010 - SI No. 93 of 2010

Revised deadlines for Adoption:
• Reserved function - 30  April 2010
• Executive function - 14  May 2010• Executive function - 14  May 2010
• EPA Report to Minister - 31  May 2010
• Minister’s amendments (if any) - 30 June 2010
• Plans come into effect  - 09  July 2010



Water Framework Directive: 

• protect surface waters and groundwaters so that people, plants and 

animals that depend on waters can use them in a sustainable way 

River Basin Management

River Basin Management Plan:

• the pressures on waters, 

• the status of waters, 

• the objectives (what and when targets are to be achieved) and

• the measures to be taken to achieve the objectives



RBDs - County Leitrim



• Draft River Basin Management 

Plan & Information Leaflet

www.shannonrbd.com

Plan Information

• Plan Viewer “watermaps” & 

Background Documents 

www.wfdireland.ie



Plan Layout

Executive summary
1. Introduction
2. Description of the Shannon IRBD
3. The status of the waters of the Shannon IRBD
4. The objectives for the Shannon IRBD4. The objectives for the Shannon IRBD
5. The programme of measures for the Shannon IRBD
6. Integrating plans and programmes



1 Introduction
• Reason for the plan
• Description of the district
• Authorities and their roles

– Local authorities
– Coordinating authority
– EPA
– Central government
– Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government – Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government 
– National Advisory Committee

• Plan Development 
– technical
– consultation
– planning 

• Plan Layout



2 Description
•The Waters & Protected Areas

• Key issues – impacts/district risks/maps

400

500

600

Number of rivers and lakes at risk from key pressures

Other issues – Landfills & Contaminated land / Alien species / Shared Waters / 
Climate Change

0

100

200

300

Agriculture WWT/Ind OSWWT Forestry Physical Abstraction Dang Subs

Lakes

Rivers

Agric/Peat/Urban



2 Description
Point source pressures Unsewered property 

locations



3 Status

Monitoring to 
establish the 
condition of our condition of our 
waters

Surface waters include rivers, lakes, estuaries (tr ansitional waters) and coastal waters



• National River Ecological 
Status Statistics & Map

Number
% by 
number Length

% by 
Length 

High 689 15 2007 9

Good 1796 39 7244 34

Moderate 1176 26 6607 31

Poor 865 19 4995 23

Bad 59 1 441 2

Total 4585 100 21295 100



SW Status ShIRBD
Ecological Status Chemical Status



Shannon SW Status



SW Ecological Status Leitrim



Rivers
Number (%)

Length km (%)

Lakes
Number 
Area km2

Estuaries
Number 
Area km2

Coastal Waters
Number 
Area km2

High
46 (5%)
211 (4%)

16 (14%)
6 (1.5%)

0
1 (9%)

334 (28%)

Good
344 (38%)
1740 (38%)

33(29%)
45 (11%)

7 (35%)
50 (20%)

2 (18%)
28 (2%)

SW Ecological Status

Moderate
266 (29%)
1674 (33%)

58(51%)
340 (86%)

7 (35%)
198 (79%)

0

Poor
237 (26%)
1394 (27%)

3 (3%)
1 (0.24%)

0 0

Bad
13 (1%)
77 (2%)

2 (2%)
2 (1%)

0 0

unassigned
6 (1%)
29 (1%)

2 (2%)
1 (0.21%)

6 (30%)
2 (1%)

8 (73%)
858 (70%)



GW Status – ShIRBD 



4 Objectives
Do What in ShIRBD?
1. Prevent deterioration - Protect

390 Rivers (42%); 49 Lakes (43%); 7 Estuaries (35%); 3 Coastal waters 
(27%); 182 Groundwaters (75%)

2. Restore good status
516 Rivers (57%); 62 Lakes (55%); 7 Estuaries (35%); 0 Coastal waters 
(0%); 60 Groundwaters (25%)

3. Reduce chemical pollution
1 river – Smerlagh, Co. Kerry; 2 estuaries – Limerick Dock and the lower 1 river – Smerlagh, Co. Kerry; 2 estuaries – Limerick Dock and the lower 
Shannon estuary

4. Achieve particular objectives set for protected areas
555 Rivers (61%); 79 Lakes (69%); 13 estuaries (65%), 2 coastal waters 
(18%)

By When?
Generally by 2015 unless a case is made for alternative objectives on specific grounds
e.g. WWTPs, Delayed recovery time,



Do What?

SatisfactorySatisfactory -
means we must protect

4 Objectives 

UnsatisfactoryUnsatisfactory -
means we must restore



4 Objectives 

Justifications for Extensions

– Wastewater treatment plant discharges
– Mines and Contaminated Lands – discharge to groundwater
– Nitrogen losses from agriculture to groundwaters
– Phosphorus losses from agriculture to surface waters by 

runoff runoff 
– Phosphorus losses from agriculture to surface waters via 

groundwater pathways 
– Forestry – acidification risks
– Chemical status failures – priority substances
– Morphology – channelisation risks
– Morphology – overgrazing risks 
– Status recovery timescales



Improvement over 3 RBMP cycles to 2027

Rivers/canals

Lakes/reservoirs
2027

2015

2015

Estuaries

Coastal

Groundwater

2021

2015

2015

2015



Overall Objectives - ShIRBD

Surface Waters Groundwaters



Objectives – Restore 2015

Rivers 177 (19%)

Lakes 29 (25%)

Estuaries 2 (10%)

Ground-
waters

0



5 Programme of Measures
• Recent Legislation to give further legal effect to 

measures required in RBMPs

• Key measures to be implemented during the first 
planning cycle (for key pressures)

• Other measures being considered• Other measures being considered

• Detailed action plans established for the WMU

• Summary of the key measures in the WMU action 
plans

• Appendices – national measures and action 
programme (what/who/when/where)



Water Management Units 



Water Management Unit Action Plans

• Map local area showing key point sources of 
pollutants

• Describe, map and tabulate water status
• Estimate phosphorus loadings from various sources
• Summarise the risks in relation to key water 

management issuesmanagement issues
• Identify the key measures to address these issues
• Tabulate objectives, identifying protected area 

locations and where alternative objectives were 
chosen

• Each section of river - unique code as shown on front 
map - results of status and objectives are outlined in 
the summary tables at the end of the action plans



Upper Shannon  Water Management Unit Action Plan









Integrating Plans
Looking outside the River Basin 
Management Plan

• Land use – Planning & Development Bill

• Flood risk management - CFRAMS

• Climate change – checking of measures

• Strategic Environmental Assessment & Appropriate 
Assessment for Natura 2000 sites



Thank You


