Title

Wicklow Rock Art Project

Alternative Title

WRAP

Abstract

The Wicklow Rock Art Project (W.R.A.P.) was established by the
School of Archaeology, University College Dublin, in May 2012 as a
pilot scheme to explore the potential of photogrammetry in rock art
recording. 17 known rock art sites were recorded using this
technique, which involves taking a series of overlapping images of a
rock art panel to create a 3D model. These computer models enable
the creation of perspectives not possible in the field, and allow for
repeated virtual contact with the rock art, while also monitoring
deterioration to the actual panel. W.R.A.P. aims to create a rock art
record which can be used as a research resource, a conservation
tool, but also to encourage public engagement by presenting this
record in a visually engaging and accessible manner. By creating an
environment of public engagement and interaction, the project
hopes to increase general awareness of rock art in Wicklow, which
should result in an increase in identification of new rock art sites.
Perhaps more importantly, it aims to increase a sense of
identification with rock art sites and help to foster a sense of
guardianship of this hidden art. This dataset does not record all Rock
Art sites in County Wicklow - for a more comprehensive list visit:
http://webgis.archaeology.ie/historicenvironment/

Date & Date Type

May 2012 - Started

Point of Contact Details

Dr. Clíodhna Ní Lionáin,
wicklowrockartproject@gmail.com

Theme

Environmental Policy, General, Materials, Research, Social Aspects,
Population, Tourism

Topic

PlanningCadastre, Society, Structure

Online Resource

http://wicklowrockartproject.com/

Data Quality

Very Good

Projection system used

ITM

Country

IE

County

Wicklow

Body Commissioning Survey

UCD and the Wicklow Rock Art Project

Original Survey carried out by

Dr. Clíodhna Ní Lionáin

Survey start

May 2012

Survey finish

Dec 2012

Updates required

As resources permit.

Resource purpose

The idea for W.R.A.P. arose from Dr. Clíodhna Ní Lionáin’s doctoral
thesis, which examined modern perceptions of prehistoric IrishIberian connections. As part of this, she explored how open-air rock
art is presented and promoted in her study areas (Ireland and NW
Iberia). This led her to set up the Wicklow Rock Art Project, in which
she has been helped by Ken Williams, a talented photographer with
an infectious enthusiasm for all things archaeological. Some of his
beautiful photographs can be seen here, but to view more, his
website http://www.shadowsandstone.com/ is well worth a visit.

Survey method

Field and desktop survey using photogrammetry.

Survey limitations

Subject to change as new features are discovered

Resource -potential uses

Research, Tourism, Heritage Awareness, Preservation, Conservation.

