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...our understanding of biodiversity is still
relatively basic... we need to improve the quality
of our biodiversity knowledge, and make it more

relevant to human development ’,

Mark Colins,
Director UNEP World Conservation

Monitoring Centre
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FOREWORD

The availability of high quality and reliable information is one of the cornerstones of effective
heritage conservation and management. All aspects of heritage management require
information, be it for educational programmes to raise awareness of our heritage, or to ensure
that large infra-structural projects are planned and constructed efficiently and according to
principles of best practice.

One of the key performance areas identified by the Council in The Plan 2001- 2005 is the
collection and dissemination of heritage information. The Council identified this as a priority
work area as it recognised that in many areas an information deficit exists. This is nowhere
more apparent than with the natural heritage.

The establishment of a National Biological Records Centre is an essential element in the
management of information on Ireland’s biological diversity. It would ensure that the existing
information is managed effectively, it will make information more readily available to all
interested parties, and it would stimulate interest in Ireland’s rich natural heritage.

The recommendations contained in this policy paper set out how a National Biological Records
Centre could be established, and identifies the resources needed. It is significant that these
recommendations have widespread support from a range of state agencies, academic
institutions and environmental non-governmental organisations. The Heritage Council looks
forward to working with these partners and the Department of Environment, Heritage and
Local Government in the establishment of a National Biological Records Centre.

Nlc}wcl 6*’1 W&/

Dr Tom O'Dwyer, Mr. Michael Starrett

Chairperson Chief Executive

October 2003
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RATIONALE

One of the actions contained in the National Biodiversity Plan is to ‘put in place a national
biological data management system to be co-ordinated by a National Biological Recording
Centre’ (Action 42).

A Biological Records Centre is needed to ensure the management of data on Ireland’s biological
diversity. Biological data provide information on:

¢ Where species and habitats occur
¢ Which areas are important for conservation

¢ How the status of species and habitats change over time.

Biological data can be used to assess the impact of changing land-uses. Information of this kind
is required for:

¢ Decision making and policy formulation
¢ Research and monitoring
¢ Public awareness programmes.

Much of the existing biological information is currently held by different sources, and is not in a
readily available format. The establishment of a Records Centre would greatly assist the more
efficient use of available data. It would also facilitate the introduction of a more efficient
planning process by ensuring that important information is available as and when decisions are
taken. A Records Centre is essential for underpinning the implementation of the plans and
programmes of government, such as the National Development Plan, the Sustainable
Development Strategy, the Rural Development Plan and the National Heritage Plan, National
Biodiversity Plan, and the Water Framework Directive.

The Environmental Protection Agency considers that a properly resourced central database is
essential for the monitoring of species diversity (Ireland’s Environment — A Millennium Report
2000). The Heritage Council proposes the establishment of such a central database.



AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF
BIOLOGICAL DATA MANAGEMENT

The aims and objectives of biological data management are as follows.

i. To manage collected data on the state of Ireland’s biological diversity, with a view towards
providing baseline and up-to-date information on the distribution and frequency of biota, both
plant and animal, in Ireland.

ii. To make these data available for the following uses:

* The implementation of international conventions and European directives
¢ Monitoring programmes

e Distribution mapping

e Publications

* Future scientific programmes

¢ Informing sustainable development planning

¢ Documentation of ecological and biogeographical information.

iii. To be a repository of data and respond to enquiries.

iv. To provide information on where key datasets are held, what they contain, and who is the main
contact for further information.

v. To co-ordinate and build upon the current efforts of state agencies, NGOs, academic institutes,
professional consultants and others to store and retrieve biological data.

vi. To contribute to global initiatives such as Species 2000, European Network on Biodiversity
Information, Global Biodiversity Information Facility, and to fulfil Ireland’s legal obligations at an
international level.

vii. To stimulate interest in the living environment by encouraging the collection of biological data
at national and local level.

viii. To provide guidance on what data should be collected and how it should be stored.

ix. To facilitate environmental education.
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SCOPE

The scope of a Records Centre would include species and habitat information relating to the
terrestrial, freshwater and marine environment. Interest in the marine would extend to the
boundary of the potential Exclusive Economic Zone. The information managed by the Records
Centre would link with earth science, landscape/seascape and other environmental data.

Marsh Fritilary - Euphydryas aurina

1995-%

1 sighting
& 2-9mas seen
& 10+ mox seen

(314 sguaras)
o 1970-82
+ Fre-1970

ad Distribution map of the Marsh Fritillary Euphydryas aurina,
listed for special conservation measure under the EU
Habitats Directive.

(From The Millennium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland.
2001 Oxford University Press)



STRUCTURE

An independent Biological Records Centre would act as a central co-ordinating unit, where
biological data from a variety of existing sources can be centralised in the short term. This does
not mean that all data will need to be centralised; the intention is not to replace existing
initiatives, but rather to co-ordinate and complement them. The Records Centre would develop
strong links with existing bodies, such as the Botanic Gardens and the Natural History Museum,
which currently are great sources of professional expertise and reference collections. It would
also initiate new projects for the collection of biological data.

An independent Biological Records Centre would establish a specialist validation committee
responsible for determining policy on quality assurance of records. Members of this committee
would also adjudicate on specific queries.
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LOCATION OF A NATIONAL BIOLOGICAL
RECORDS CENTRE

The Records Centre must be established as a separate and independent entity, and managed by
an appropriate, independent steering group. The steering group must be representative of the
major users and suppliers of biological data, and will have a central role in driving the concept
of a Biological Records Centre.

The Records Centre will have to be under the remit of one government department, the most
appropriate being the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government. It must be
clearly seen to be separate from the other areas of this department’s functions and must have
its funding clearly ring-fenced.

The establishment of a National Records Centre as a separate and independent entity, but
supported by central government, is a common model for biological record centres in other
European countries. Among the advantages of such a structure is that it facilitates the creation
of a broadly representative and independent decision-making steering committee, it encourages
greater participation by recorders in the work of the Records Centre, and it encourages staff to
actively pursue additional funding sources for specific projects.

The establishment of a Records Centre will require a commitment to funding and must have
suitably qualified permanent scientific staff. One of the initial tasks of any staff appointed to the
Centre must be the early preparation of a plan for the Centre’s development. This plan must be
submitted for approval to the steering group.



RESOURCES

The establishment of an effective Records Centre requires resources in two areas.

e Costs associated with the establishment and day-to-day running of a Records Centre

e Costs involved in undertaking and promoting data collection.

A Records Centre must employ full time professional staff. The staff must comprise a director,
supported by three additional professionals, and appropriate administrative/technical support.
The competencies required would include expertise in IT, botany, zoology, and marine ecology.
To reflect the importance of this service, and the need to ensure data of the highest quality, the
staff structure should include a director who would be employed at equivalent to Grade I, one
Grade I, and two Grade Ill employees.

One of the most successful methods of data generation is through individual recording
schemes. The costs associated with each recording scheme are currently estimated at between
€20,000 and €30,000 per annum.

As an incentive for participation in data sharing by all recorders, a grant scheme should be
established for joint purchase of computer hardware and software amongst accredited
recorders to improve IT capabilities. These costs would be modest relative to the overall day-to-
day costs associated with the Records Centre. A grants scheme of this kind would be cost
effective as a great deal of data would be inputted in the correct format at the earliest stages,
thus reducing the drain on the resources of the Records Centre.

The costs associated with the establishment of a Records Centre of the kind outlined above are
approximately €673,000 in the first year, and just under €600,000 annually in subsequent years
(An indicative breakdown of the costs is given in Appendix 1).
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RELATIONSHIP WITH
NORTHERN IRELAND, GREAT BRITAIN,
OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES,
AND THE NORTH ATLANTIC AREA

In view of the special biological relationship between the Republic and Northern Ireland, the
Records Centre must seek to build links with Northern Ireland with the objective of encouraging
the sharing and presentation of data on an all-Ireland basis. This could be promoted as part of
the ongoing North/South Initiative.

Experts visiting Ireland from abroad generate a considerable number of valuable biological
records, which are invariably held abroad and generally not easily available to Irish users. The
contribution of these visiting experts is welcome, and they should be encouraged to lodge all
their Irish data in the National Records Centre.

The Records Centre will develop relationships with recording initiatives in other jurisdictions;
however, collaborative initiatives should only be developed on a partnership basis.

The Records Centre must work within the remit of the Sub-committee on Biological Recording
(ScoBR) of the International Designations Group (IDG) to facilitate effective co-ordination of
biological recording initiatives between the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, and Great
Britain. The Centre must also participate in other relevant European initiatives, which seek to
promote the more effective co-ordination of biological data management.




ACCESS TO DATA AND
THE RIGHTS OF DATA OWNERS

It is recognised that biological data have a value, and there are rights associated with ownership
of those data. However, as data collectors are largely motivated by nature conservation, it is
important that these data are managed in a manner that promotes nature conservation. The
establishment of a Records Centre can support this role so that there are altruistic reasons for
submitting biological records.

There is an understanding that any data submitted to a Records Centre will be freely available,
unless the data collector seeks special conditions for the release of those data. If such requests
are made, the Records Centre should make every effort to accommodate them. Recorders who
submit data to the Records Centre should, in return, be able to view their data in context at a
national level.

The Records Centre should adopt the custodianship principles outlined by World Conservation
Monitoring Centre, subject to some modifications.

The responsibilities and rights of data owners and users as agreed are:
Responsibilities

e To build a dataset; with partners, as appropriate

e To respect the intellectual property and other rights of data owners and suppliers

e To maintain a dataset; keeping it up-to-date, assuring its quality, keeping it abreast of
standards and best practice, and restructuring it as necessary

e To secure a dataset; ensuring physical integrity from loss or damage, including unauthorised access
e To provide appropriate documentation of the dataset (Metadata)

e To provide appropriated access to a dataset (by legitimate users following agreed protocols,
and having regard to the conservation requirements of protected species)

e To provide advice on appropriate users of a dataset
e To provide advice on suggested unwise or improper use of a dataset

e To co-ordinate further development of a dataset with appropriate partners and with guidance
from key users

PAG
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Rights
e To regulate access depending on category of user

e To safeguard intellectual property; requiring acknowledgement, regulating copying or
further distribution

e To recover costs as appropriate: market value, original investment, or marginal cost of supply

Adoption of these principles must be matched by appropriate agreements with all data owners.
These agreements must address issues of confidentiality (if appropriate), and the conditions
under which data can be released. It should be noted that Access to Information on the
Environment Regulations (1993) apply to public bodies, but that any data supplied voluntarily to
such a body is exempt.

Where the Records Centre might act as a portal for access to existing datasets, the adoption of
these principles by existing data holders will be promoted. To ensure that the Records Centre is
established with correct procedures, one of the initial tasks will be the preparation of a records
and archival policy for managing electronic and paper records. Specialised advice in this area
must be commissioned at the outset to guide the establishment of the Centre.




ENCOURAGING PARTICIPATION
IN A BIOLOGICAL RECORDS CENTRE AND
THE GREATER USE OF BIOLOGICAL DATA.

The Records Centre must provide support and incentives for existing data record holders to
share their data, and must make those data more widely available. The principal incentive
provided by the Records Centre is the provision, free of charge, of presentations of the data
submitted by all recorders, shown in a national, regional or local context, as appropriate.
Support and advice must also be made available to recorders who wish to publish records of
note. The establishment of a grants scheme would provide financial assistance to accredited
recorders to improve their IT capabilities.

There is currently a pressing need to assist key data holders to computerise their records, and to
encourage the inclusion of biological data in existing schemes and inventories. As a first stage
in this process, priority should be given to working with agencies where current data storage is
such a low priority that information is being lost. The Records Centre would offer training in
methods of biological data management to these agencies, which would ensure greater
efficiency, and reduce the risk of data being lost.

Opportunities also exist to promote the collection of biological data as part of existing schemes
and inventories. Enhancing the collection of biological data in schemes such as the Rural
Environment Protection Scheme, and inventories such as the Forestry Inventory, can only benefit
these projects. Also, the implementation of the Water Framework Directive will require the
establishment of a comprehensive data collection and management system for river basins. The
establishment of a Biological Records Centre can greatly assist the more effective development
of these and similar initiatives.
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APPENDIX |. INDICATIVE ANNUAL BUDGET OF A RECORDS CENTRE

SET UP cOSTS (CAPITAL)

Trealamh
Photocopier (high spec, black & white)
LCD Projector & Cameras
Fax
Computer equipment
Server
PCs (5) & Laptops (2)
Printers (3) & Scanner
Software (GIS) incl. licences
Office furniture
Chairs, tables, PC stands, filing cabinets, kitchen etc.
Initial set-up costs
Wiring of offices for PC equipment & server installation
Miscellaneous
Records and Archival advice
Commission advice to guide best practice on archives

ANNUAL RUNNING COSTS

Staff costs
Salaries (incl. PRSI & Pension)
Director — Grade |
Profession Officer — Grade |l
Professional Officers — Grade Ill (2)
Technical/secretarial support
Travel and subsistence
Training and development (5% of payroll)
Contract data processors
Steering Committee
Quarterly meetings- mileage, room hire, meals, etc.
Establishment expenses
Rent and service charges
Power, heat and light
Canteen, catering & cleaning
Repairs and maintenance
Insurance
Office supplies and administration
Telephone and postage
Stationery and printing
Library
Computer supplies and maintenance
Legal, professional & consultancy fees
Promoting and encouraging recording
Establishing specific recording scheme
Recorders’ grant scheme (50% grants for IT and software)
Publications & promotional material

€19,000
12,000
6,000
1,000
€31,000
4,000
13,000
4,000
10,000
€12,000

€12,000
5,000
7,000
€8,000

Sub-total:  €82,000

€305,000

70,000
50,000
75,000
40,000
20,000
10,000
40,000
€6,000

€65,000
40,000
6,000
5,000
4,000
10,000
€65,000
15,000
20,000
3,000
7,000
20,000
€150,000
50,000
50,000
50,000

Sub-total €591,000

TOTAL COSTS €673 000
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...ta dr dtuiscint ar bhithéagsulacht sach
bunusach go foill... is ga caighdean an eolais ata
againn ar an mbitheolaiocht a fheabhsu, agus é a

dhéanamh nios dbharthai 6 thaobh n’ ,
daonfhorbartha de
Mark Colins,

Stiurthdéir UNEP lonad Monatdireachta
an Chaomhantais Dhomhanda
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REAMHRA

Ceann de na clocha coirnéil a bhaineann le caomhnu agus bainistit éifeachtach na
hoidhreachta nd go mbeadh teacht ar fhaisnéis at4 ar ardchaighdean agus iontaofa. Eilionn
gach gné de bhainistit na hoidhreachta faisnéis, biodh si do chlair oideachasula a chothoidh
aird ar ar n-oidhreacht, né lena chinntit go bpleanalfar agus go dtogfar mérthionscadail
bonneagair ar bhealach éifeachtach agus de réir na bprionsabal sarchleachtais.

Ceann de na priomhréimsi feidhmiochta a d’aithin an Chomhairle sa Phlean 2001-2005 na
bailit agus scaipeadh faisnéise faoin oidhreacht. D'aithin an Chomhairle seo mar réimse
tosaiochta oibre, toisc go bhfeictear go bhfuil easpa faisnéise ann i méran réimsi. Nil ait is
folasal seo né i gcas na hoidhreachta nadurtha.

Gné bhunusach de bhainistit faisnéise faoi éagsulacht bitheolaiochta na hEireann né go
mbundfai lonad Naisitnta do Thaifid Bitheolaiochta. Chinnteodh sé seo go ndéanfar an faisnéis
atad againn a bhainistit go héifeachtach, d'éascédh sé solathar faisnéise do gach pairti leasmhar,
agus chothddh sé spéis in oidhreacht shaibhir naddurtha na hEireann.

Luann na moltai sa phaipéar polasai seo conas a bhunéfai lonad Naisiinta do Thaifid
Bitheolafochta agus aithnionn sé na hacmhainni a bheadh riachtanach chuige. Diol suntais é go
bhfuil tacaiocht leathan ag na moltai seo ¢ raon gniomhaireachtai stait, ¢ instititidi acadula
agus 6 eagraiochtai comhshaoil neamh-rialtasacha. T4 an Chomhairle Oidhreachta ag tnuth le
bheith ag obair leis na comhphairtithe seo agus leis an Roinn Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus
Rialtais Aitiuil d'fhonn lonaid Néisitinta na dTaifead Bitheolafochta a bhunu.

. Ntic[/vol éh WZ&/

Dr Tom O'Dwyer, Mr. Michael Starrett
Chairperson Chief Executive
Cathaoirleach Priomhfheidhmeannach

Deireadh Fémhair 2003
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ADMHALACHA

Ta an Chomhairle Oidhreachta bufoch as an gcabhair a chuir daoine airithe ar fail chun na
moltai seo a fhorbairt. Grupa Oibre comhdhéanta de Simon Berrow (Cathaoir), Cornelius Breen,
Liam Lysaght, Eilis Nic Dhonncha, Colman O Criodain, Aileen O’Sullivan agus Oran O’Sullivan a
rinne amhlaidh. Forbraiodh na moltaf ar bhonn an staidéir "Towards a National Framework for
the Management of Biological Data", a rinne EcoScope Applied Ecologists thar ceann na
Combhairle. Is mor leis an gComhairle Oidhreachta an diograis a léirigh Nathalie Stephenson
agus Philip McGowan agus iad ag ullmhu na tuairisce seo. Ba mhian leis an gCombhairle
Oidhreachta, freisin, bufochas a ghabhail leis na claraitheoiri uile a thug eolas faoi na bunachair
sonrai ata acu i dtaobh gnéithe éagsula den oidhreacht nadurtha.
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REASUNAIOCHT

Ceann de na gniomhartha a luaitear sa Phlean Naisilinta Bithéagsulachta na ‘bunu coérais
naisiinta um bhainistil sonraf bitheolaiochta, a chomhordédh lonad Naisitinta do Thaifid
Bitheolaiochta’ (Gniomh 42).

T4 ga le hlonad do Thaifid Bitheolaiochta d'fhonn a chinntit go ndéanfar bainistiocht ar shonraf
faoi éagsulacht bhitheolaioch na hEireann. Tugann sonrai na bitheolaiochta faisnéis ar an méid
seo a leanas:

* Aiteanna ina mbionn speicis agus gnathoga
« Aiteanna até tabhachtach 6 thaobh chaomhantais de
e An tsli a athrafonn stadas na speiceas agus na ngnathog thar thréimhse.

Is féidir sonrai bitheolaiochta a Usaid chun tionchar an athraithe ar Usaid na talin a mheas.
Bionn eolas da short de dhith i dtaca le:

e Cinnteoireacht agus cumadh polasai
¢ Taighde agus monatéireacht
e Clair feasachta don phobal.

Go leor den fhaisnéis bhitheolaioch atd againn, coinnitear i ag foinsi éagstla agus nil si i
bhformaid inar féidir i a sholathar go héasca. Chuideodh bunt lonaid Taifead go mér le husaid
nios fearr a bhaint as na sonrai ata ar fail. D'éascodh sé an bealach do phraisis phleanala nios
éifeachtai, freisin, trina chinntit go mbeidh eolas tabhachtach ar fail nuair a bhionn cinnti 4
nglacadh. T4 lonad Taifead riachtanach mar thacaiocht d'fheidhmil pleananna agus clair an
rialtais mar atd, an Plean Forbartha Naisitinta, an Straitéis um Fhorbairt Inbhuanaithe, An Plean
Forbartha Tuaithe, An Plean Naisilnta Bitheolaiochta, Plean na hOidhreachta Naisitnta agus
Treoir an Chreata Uisce.

Measann an Ghniomhaireacht um Chaomhnt an Chomhshaoil go bhfuil fiorgha le
larbhunachar sonrai leis na hacmhainni cui chun monatéireacht a dhéanamh ar éagsulacht
speiceas (Comhshaol na hEireann — Tuairisc Mhilaoise 2000). Molann an Chombhairle
Oidhreachta go mbunéfaf larbhunachar sonrai da short.



AIDHMEANNA AGUS CUSPOIRI
A BHAINEANN LE BAINISTIU SONRAI
BITHEOLAIOCHA

Is iad na haidhmeanna agus na cuspairi a baineann le bainistiti sonrai bitheolaiocha:

i. Na sonrai a bailiodh faoin staid ina bhfuil éagsulacht bhitheolaioch na hEireann a bhainistiu,
d'fhonn faisnéis bunline nuashonraithe a sholathar maidir le scaipeadh agus miniciocht biothra, idir
phlandai agus ainmhithe, in Eirinn.

ii. Na sonrai seo a chur ar fail do na husaidi a leanas:
e Feidhmiut na gcoinbhinsitin idirndisitinta agus na dtreoracha 6n Eoraip
* Monatdireacht ar chlair
e | éarscalaiocht an daileachain
® Foilseachain
e Clair eolaiocha sa todhchaf
¢ Foirmiu a dhéanamh ar phleanail forbartha inbhuanaithe
¢ Doiciméadu na faisnéise éiceolaiochta agus bithgheografaiochta.
iii. A bheith ina stér sonraf agus ina ais freagartha ar fhiosruithe.

iv. Eolas a sholathar ar an ionad ina gcoinnitear na priomhthacair sonraf, ar a bhfuil iontu agus ar
an bpriomhtheagmhalaf a thabharfadh eolas breise.

v. Comhordd a dhéanamh agus t6gail ar iarrachtai reatha na ngniomhaireachtaf stait, na
nEagraiochtai Neamh-Rialtasacha (NGOs), instititidi acadula, comhairleoiri gairmiula agus daocine
eile chun sonrai bitheolaiocha a stérail agus a aisghabhail.

vi. Cur le tionscnaimh dhomhanda mar, Speicis 200, An Gréasan Eorpach um Fhaisnéis
Bithéagsulachta, An Ais Faisnéise um Bithéagsulacht Domhanda, agus le comhlionadh dualgais
dhlithidla na hEireann ag an leibhéal idirngisiunta.

vii. Spéis a chothu sa chomhshaol maireachtala tri bhaili sonrai bitheolaiocha a spreagadh ag an
leibhéal naisiunta agus aitiuil.
viii. Treoir a sholathar faoi na sonraf is céir a bhailiti agus an déigh inar chaéir iad a stérail.

ix. Oideachais comhshaoil a éascu.

29
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SCOIP

Chuimseodh scoip lonad na dTaifead faisnéis faoi speicis agus gnathéga a bhaineann leis an
gcomhshaol talmhai, fioruisce agus muiri. Leathnddh spéis sa chomhshaol muiri chomh fada le
teorainn fhéideartha an Chreasa Eisiaigh Eacnamafochta. Nascfal an t-eolas a bheadh 4

bhainistit ag lonad na dTaifead le sonrai maidir le heolaiocht taltn, tirdhreach / muirdhreach
agus le sonraf eile comhshaoil.

Farsh Fritilary - Euphydryas aurina

1925-2
1 sighting
& Z2-¥ max seen
& 10+ maox seen
(314 squares)

o 1970-82
+ Prz-1970

a claraiodh le haghaidh birt chaomhnaithe speisialta faoi
Threoir um Ghnéathodga an AE.

(On Millenium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland, 2001
Oxford University Press.)



STRUCHTUR

D'fheidhmeodh lonad do Thaifid Bitheolaiochta mar laraonad comhordaithe neamhspleach, ina
bhféadfai sonraf bitheolaiochta as foinsi éagsula laithreacha a lard sa ghearrthréimhse. Ni
chiallaionn sin gur gha na sonrai uile a lard; nil sé i gceist na tionscnamh reatha a dhiothu, ach
iad a chomhordu agus a chomhlanu. Chothédh lonad Taifead naisc laidre le comhlachtai ata
ann cheana, ar nés Ghairdini na Lus agus Mhusaem Stair an Dulra, atad ina moérfhoinsi saineolais
ghairmidil agus ina mbailiichan tagartha faoi lathair. Thionscodh sé, freisin, tionscadail nua
chun sonrai bitheolaiocha a bhailid.

Chuirfeadh lonad do Thaifid Bitheolaiochta neamhspledch sainchoiste dearbhaithe ar bun a
bheadh freagrach as polasai maidir le rathu chaighdedn na dtaifead. Thabharfadh baill an
choiste seo breith, freisin, ar fhiosruithe sainidla.

PAGE31



32

SUIOMH AN IONAID NAISIUNTA DO
THAIFID BITHEOLAIOCHTA

Ba gha lonad Taifead a bhund mar aonan neamhspleach ar leith, & bhainistit ag grdpa stitrtha
cui a bheadh neamhspleach. Ba ghd go mbeadh ionadaithe ¢ na husaideoiri agus ¢ sholathroir
mora na sonrai bitheolaiocha ar an ngrupa stitrtha, agus go mbeadh rél larnach acu i gcur
chun cinn choincheap lonad na dTaifead Bitheolaiochta.

Nior mhor d’lonad Taifead a bheith faoi théarmai tagartha roinne rialtais amhain, agus is  an
Roinn Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Aititil ab oiriunai chuige. Chaithfeadh sé¢ a bheith
soiléir gur ar leith 6 fheidhmeanna eile na roinne ata sé, agus chaithfi imfhalu soiléir a
dhéanamh ar a mhaoiniu.

Is eiseamldar coitianta é ag ionaid na dtaifead bitheolaiochta i dtiortha Eorpacha eile, lonad
Naisitinta Taifead a bhunt mar aonan neamhspleach ar leith, ach tacafocht an Rialtais lair a
bheith ann dé. Ta sé ar cheann de bhuntaisti struchtuir da shért go n-éascaionn sé bunu coiste
stilrtha atd leathan-ionadach neamhspledch chun cinnteoireacht a dhéanamh, go spreagann sé
pdirteachas breise na gclaraitheoiri in obair an lonaid Taifead, agus spreagann sé an fhoireann
chun dul ar théir foinsi breise airgid do thionscadail ar leith.

Eileoidh bunu lonaid Taifead go mbeidh tiomantas ann d& mhaoinit agus do sholathar
buanfhoirne eolaiochta a bheidh cailithe go cui. An chéad ghné don fhoireann a cheapfar na
plean forbartha don lonad a ullmhd go luath. Chaithfi an plean seo a chur faoi bhraid an
ghrupa stidrtha.



ACMHAINNI

Eilionn bunu lonaid Taifead éifeachtach acmhainni i dha réimse:

e Costais a bhaineann le bunu agus reachtail laethuil an lonaid Taifead
e Costais a bhaineann le bailit sonrai agus leis sin a chothu.

Ni moér d'lonad Taifead buanfhoireann lanaimseartha ghairmiuil a fhostd. Caithfidh an
fhoireann a bheith comhdhéanta de stitrthéir, le tritiir gairmithe breise ann mar thaca, agus leis
an tacaiocht chuf riarachdin / teicneolaiochta. Ar na cumais ba gha a bheith acu t4, saineolas ar
TF, luibheolaiocht, zé-eolaiocht agus éiceolaiocht mhuiri. Mar Iéiriti ar thabhacht na seirbhise
Seo, agus ar an nga ata ann sarchaighdean sonrai a chinntit, ba choir go gcuimseodh struchtur
na foirne stitrthoir a fhostéfai ag leibhéal cothrom le Grad |, fostai ag Grad Il agus beirt fhostai
ag Grad Il

Ceann de na modhanna is rathula le sonraf a ghinitint na tri scéimeanna taifeadta ar leith.
Meastar go mbeadh na costais a bhaineann le gach scéim taifeadta faoi lathair idir €20,000
agus €30,000 sa bhliain.

Mar spreagadh do gach claraitheoir a bheith pairteach i roinnt na sonrai, ba chéir scéim
deontais a bhunt chun gur féidir le claraitheoiri creidiunaithe crua-earrai agus bogearraf
riomhaireachta a chomhcheannach, d'thonn a n-acmhainni TF a fheabhsu.

Bheadh na costais seo sach beag i gcomértas leis na forchostais laethula a bhainfeadh leis an
Aonad Taifead. Bheadh scéim deontais da sért costas-éifeachtach, mar go mbeadh méran de na
sonraf & gcur san fhormaid cheart 6 thus, rud a laghdédh idit ar acmhainni an lonaid Taifead.

Is iad na costais a bhainfeadh le bunt lonaid Taifead den sort a léiritear thuas né, thart ar
€673,000 sa chéad bhliain, agus rud beag faoi €600,000 p.a. sna blianta dar gcionn. (Tugtar
miondeall comharthach ar na costais in Aguisin ).
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AN GAOL LE

TUAISCEART EIREANN, LEIS AN
MBREATAIN MHOR, LE TIORTHA EILE NA
hEORPA, AGUS LE CEANTAR AIGEIN AN

ATLANTAIGH THUAIDH

Toisc go bhfuil gaol speisialta idir an Poblacht agus Tuaisceart Eireann, nior mhoér d'lonad
Taifead féachaint le naisc a chruthu le Tuaisceart Eireann, d'fhonn roinnt agus l&iriG sonrai ar
bhonn Uile-Eireann a spreagadh. D'fhéadfaf seo a chur chun cinn mar chuid den Tionscnamh
leanunach Thuaidh / Theas.

Solathrafonn saineolaithe eachtracha a thugann cuairt ar Eirinn lion measartha mér de thaifid
luachmhara bitheolaiochta, a choinnitear thar lear de ghnath agus nach mbionn ar fail ag
Uséideoiri Eireannacha. Bionn failte roimh chabhair na gcuairteoiri saineolaiocha seo, agus is
coir iad a spreagadh chun na sonrai Eireannacha at4 acu a chur isteach in lonad Naisiunta na
dTaifead.

Déanfaidh an tlonad Taifead gaol a chothu le tionscnaimh taifeadta i ndlinsi eile; ach, is ar
bhonn comhphairtiochta amhain is coir tionscnaimh chomhoibrithe a fhorbairt.

Ni mor don lonad Taifead oibrit laistigh de théarmai tagartha an Fhochoiste um Thaifeadu
Bitheolaiochta (ScoBR) den Ghrupa Idirnaisidnta Sonruchdin (IDG), d'fhonn comhordu
éifeachtach a éascu do thionscnaimh taifeadta bitheolaiochta idir Poblacht na hEireann,
Tuaisceart Eireann agus an Bhreatain Mhor. Nior mhoér don lonad a bheith rannphairteach i
dtionscnaimh Eorpacha eile atd dbhartha agus atd ag iarraidh comhordd nios éifeachtai a
chotht ar bhainistiu sonrai bitheolafocha.




ROCHTAIN AR SHONRAI AGUS
CEARTA NA nUINEIRI SONRAI

Aithnitear go bhfuil luach ag baint le sonrai bitheolaiochta, agus go bhfuil cearta ag gabhail le
huinéireacht na sonraf sin. Os rud gurb é caomhnt an dulra is mé a spreagann bailitheoir
sonral, afach, ta sé tdbhachtach go ndéanfar na sonrai seo a bhainistiti ar bhealach a chuireann
caomhnu an dulra chun cinn. Is féidir le bunu lonad Taifead tacu leis an rél seo ar shli go
mbeidh cliseanna altrdiocha ann le taifid bhitheolaiocha a chur isteach.

Ta an tuiscint ann go mbeifear in ann teacht go héasca ar shonrai a chuirtear isteach in lonad
Taifead, ach amhdin sa chas go n-iarrann bailitheoir sonrai go mbeadh coinniollacha speisialta
ann leis na sonrai a scaoileadh. Ba choir go ndéanfadh lonad Taifead gach iarracht chun
freastail ar iarratai da sort. Ba choir, freisin, go bhféadfadh claraitheoiri a chuireann sonrai
isteach in lonad Taifead a bheith abalta iad a bhreithnit i gcomhthéacs an leibhéil naisitnta.

Ba choir d'lonad Taifead glacadh leis na prionsabail caomhnéireachta ata leagtha amach ag an
lonad Monatdireachta um Chaomhnd Domhanda, faoi réir roinnt mionathruithe.

Is iad dualgais agus cearta na n-Uinéiri agus na n-Usaideoiri sonrai, mar a aontaiodh iad, na:
Dualgais

¢ Tacar sonrai a thégail; le comhphairtithe, mar is cuf

® Meas a léirit ar mhaoin intleachta agus ar chearta eile na n-uGinéirf agus na solathroiri sonraf

¢ Tacar sonrai a chothabhdil; é a choinnedil nuashonraithe, a chaighdedn a dhearbhu, é a
choinneail ar chomhchéim le caighdedin agus sarchleachtais, agus é a athstruchtart mar is ga

¢ Tacar sonrai a chaomhnu; ag cinntit go bhfuil sé saor go fisicitil ¢ chailliint n6 dhamaiste,
lena n-airitear rochtain air gan chead

¢ Doiciméadu cui a sholathar ar an tacar sonrai (Meiteasonrai)

® Rochtain cui a sholathar ar thacar sonrai (ag Usdideoiri dlisteanacha a leanann prétacail
chomhaontaithe, agus le haird ar riachtanais chaomhnaithe na speiceas atd & gcosaint)

e Comhairle a thabhairt faoi na husaideoiri is cui a bheith ag tacar sonraf
e Comhairle a thabhairt faoi Gsaid mhichiallmhar né mhichui an tacair sonrai

e Forbairt bhreise ar thacar sonrai a chomhordu le comhphairtithe agus le treoir na bpriomh-
Usaideoiri.
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Cearta
¢ Rochtain a rialt faoi réir chatagoir an Uséideora
e Maoin intleachtuil a chosaint; rud a éilionn admhail, riald na céipeala n6 an scaipthe bhreise

¢ Costais a athghabhail mar is cuf; luach an mhargaidh, tus-infheistiocht, nd imeallchostas
solathair.

Is ga go mbeadh comhaontu cui le gach uinéir sonrai, ag gabhail le comhlionadh na
bprionsabal seo. Caithfidh na conarthai déileail le ceisteanna rdndachta (méas cui), agus leis na
coinnfollacha faoinar féidir sonrai a scaoileadh. Is céir go dtabharfai faoi deara go mbaineann
na Rialachdin maidir le Rochtain ar Fhaisnéis faoin gComhshaol (1993) le comhlachtai poibli,
ach go bhfuil sonraf a thugtar go deonach diolmhaithe.

Sa chas gur féidir leis an lonad Taifead feidhmit mar dhoras rochtana do thacair sonraf
laithreacha, cothéfar comhlionadh na bprionsabal seo ag sealbhéiri sonrai laithreacha. D'fhonn
a chinntit go mbundfar lonad Taifead leis na gnathaimh chearta, is coir tosu le hullmhd na
dtaifead agus le hullmhu an pholasai chartlannaiochta faoi bainistit taifead leictreonach agus
pdipéir. Ba gha sainchomhairle a choimisiinu sa réimse seo ar dtus, d'fhonn bund an lonaid a
threord.



COTHU AN PHAIRTEACHAIS
SAN IONAD DO THAIFID BITHEOLAIOCHTA
AGUS IN USAID BHREISE NA SONRAI
BITHEOLAIOCHA.

Ni mér d’lonad Taifead tacaiocht agus dreasachtai a sholathar do shealbhoirf laithreacha thaifid
na sonrai chun go ndéanfaidh siad na sonraf a roinnt agus a chur ar fail ar bhonn nios leithne.
An phriomhdhreasacht a sholathraionn lonad Taifead na léirithe saor in aisce a chur ar fail de na
sonraf a thairgeann cldraitheoiri, & dtaispedint i gcomhthéacs ndisitinta, réigitnach né aitidil,
mar is cuf. Ni mér tacaiocht agus comhairle a thairiscint freisin do chlaraitheoiri ar mian leo
taifid shuntasacha a fhoilsit. Tri scéim deontais a bhunu, d'fhéadfai cabhair airgid a sholathar
do chlaraitheoiri creiditinaithe d'fhonn a gcumais i gcursaf TF a fheabhsu.

Ta sé prainneach faoi lathair go dtabharfai cabhair do shealbhoiri sonrai a gcuid taifead a
riomhairiti, agus go spreagfai cuimsit na sonraf bitheolafocha i scéimeanna agus i bhfardail
laithreacha. Mar chéadchéim den phroiseas seo, ba gha tosaiocht a thabhairt do chomhoibrit le
gniomhaireachtai a bhfuil a laghad sin tdbhachta acu i stérail sonrai go bhfuil faisnéis a caillitiint acu.

T4 deiseanna ann freisin, chun bailit na sonrai bitheolaiocha a chur chun cinn mar chuid de
scéimeanna agus d'fhardail laithreacha. Ni féidir ach go mbainfidh na tionscadail seo buntaiste
as feabhsuchain ar bhailit sonrai bitheolaiocha i scéimeanna ar nés an Scéim um Chosaint
Chomhshaol na Tuaithe agus fardail ar nés an Fhardail Foraoise. Ina theanntasan, éileoidh
feidhmiu Threoir an Chreata Uisce go mbundfar bailidchan cuimsitheach sonrafi agus coras
bainistiochta d’abhantraigh. Ba mhor a chabhrédh bunu lonaid do Taifid Bitheolaiochta le
forbairt nios éifeachtai a dhéanamh orthu seo agus ar thionscnaimh da soért.

PAGES37



Aguisin 1. Buiséad Comharthach Bliantuil d’lonad Taifead

Costais Bhunaithe (Caipiteal)

Trealamh
Fétachoéipealai (ardluas, dubh & ban)
Teilgeoir LCD & Ceamarai
Facs
Trealamh Riomhaireachta
Freastalai
Riomhairi Pearsanta (5) & Riomhairi Gluine (2)
Printéiri (3) & Scandir
Bogéabhar (GIS) maraon le ceadlnais
Troscan Oifige
Cathaoireacha, boird, seastain riomhairi, caibinéid comhad, cistin etc.
Tuschostais bhunaithe
Sreangu oifigi le haghaidh trealaimh suiteala na RP & an fhreastalai
lichinealacha
Taifid agus comhairle Clarlainne
Combhairle threorach maidir le sarchleachtais clarlainne a choimisiunu
Fo-iomlan

COSTAIS REACHTALA BLIANTULA

Costais Foirne
Tuarastail (maraon le ASPC & Pinsean)
Stirthoir — Grad |
Oifigeach Gairme — Grad |l
Oifigigh Ghairmiula — Grad Il (2)
Tacaiocht theicniuil / rinaiochta
Taisteal agus cothabhail
Traenail agus Forbairt (5% den pharolla)
Proéisedlaithe sonrai ar chonradh
Coiste Stiurtha
Cruinnithe raithitla — mileaiste, fruilit seomra, béili etc.
Costais Teaghlachais
Cios agus muirir seirbhise
Cumbhacht, teas agus solas
Ceaintin, I6naddireacht & glantachan
Deisitichain agus cothabhail
rachas
Solathairti Oifige agus Riarachain
Postas Teileaféin agus
Staiseandireacht agus clédoireacht
Leabharlann
Solathairti agus cothabhail riomhairi
Tailli dIi, gairmitla & comhairlitichain
Cothu agus Spreagadh Taifeadta
Bunu sainscéim taifeadta
Scéim deontais do chlaraitheoiri (deontais 50% do TF agus bogébhar)
Foilseachain & &bhair bolscaireachta

€19,000
12,000
6,000
1,000
€31,000
4,000
13,000
4,000
10,000
€12,000

€12,000
5,000
7,000
€8,000

€82,000

€305,000

70,000
50,000
75,000
40,000
20,000
10,000
40,000
€6,000

€65,000
40,000
6,000
5,000
4,000
10,000
€65,000
15,000
20,000
3,000
7,000
20,000
€150,000
50,000
50,000
50,000

Fo-iomlan €591,000
Costais lomlana €673 000
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A nhaireacht um Chaomhnt Comhshaail g
il
And eachta — A inn Mara a *Acmha

Teagasc
Coillte

A aras um e Naisiunta
Gairdini Naisiuinta na L
An Luslann Naisid

Institicid Mhairtin Uf Riain, ONE Gaillimh
An Instititid um Athr t‘! : Ga
Faire Costa na hEireann

Acadamh Rioga na hEireann — A

An Grupa Eireannach maidir le Mic

An Taisce

Cairde Chomhshaol na hEireann

Cumann Naisiunta na gCom [
Cumann na hEireann um Eolaiochtai

An Roinn Zo6-eolaiochta agus Eiceolaf
Corcaigh

Gaillimh
Damh na hEolaiochta, Colaiste na hOllscoile, Beile AfttyanGti

lontaobhas Fiadhulra na hEireann -4;'!5‘-1'
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Cairde Eanlaith Eireann
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