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The Heritage Council hosted the second national Landscape
Conference in Tullamore in October, ten years after the first such
conference. Two significant events occurred in the intervening years:
Ireland ratified the European Landscape Convention; and a building
boom of unprecedented proportions occurred, impacting more
heavily on the Irish landscape than the previous one hundred years of
building and infrastructure development combined. The two events
remain unconnected, except in the deeply ironic sense that the
Convention committed Ireland to the protection and sustainable
management of its landscape at precisely the same time as the 8
year+ building boom overwhelmed existing planning and heritage
protection, and exposed the Irish landscape to record-breaking
change. A distribution map of new postal addresses recorded by An
Post for the years 2005-7 shows the country blanketed in black dots,
a reminder that the booming economy was unsustainable in more
ways than one: had we persisted thus the whole country would
eventually be covered in houses. Aesthetics notwithstanding, the
issue of now servicing such dispersed settlement represents a
mammoth challenge in itself. In his address to the conference
Minister John Gormley referred to some of the consequences of
current development patterns, including the 480,000 uninspected
septic tanks around the country which represent something of an

environmental time-bomb, threatening not just the purity of
our groundwater, which is a public health concern,

but also many ecosystems.

Part of the problem and part of the solution can be
found in the maxim ‘united we stand, divided we fall’.

Many of the developments in Ireland over the last 10 years
were conceived of as ends in themselves. Unintegrated into
their surrounding contexts, they are reminders of a
landscape divided, where the consequences of development
(including stresses on services, transport, habitats,
recreational facilities, social fabric, landscape aesthetic,
and so on) were either put on the long finger or else
simply ignored. By definition, however, the landscape is a
united entity; like a living organism it comprises both the
built and the natural environment. How this combination
is balanced is a measure of the landscape’s capacity, or
otherwise, to support the quality of life that we aspire to.
The European Landscape Convention offers a way
forward because it recommends management of

landscape as a unity of people and place, nature and
culture something that has been under-prioritised in Irish
planning and governance to date. The philosophy of the
Convention was reflected in every contribution to the
Landscape Conference. The need for an integrated
approach to the management and governance of the Irish
landscape in order to achieve sustainability was
recognised by every speaker. Indeed, not only was it
recognised, it was demanded.

A few key themes and messages emerged from the
Conference that bear rehearsal here. Implementation of the
recommendations and vision of the European Landscape
Convention is urgent, including the development of a
National Landscape Strategy. This latter is now in hand

and it is hoped will be delivered by June 2010. Facing this challenge
we should be comforted by the fact that much has been achieved in
this regard in other countries, so it is by no means impossible.
Moreover, the experience elsewhere has been overwhelmingly
positive. Irish people should not be denied the benefits that accrue
from joined-up thinking in relation to landscape. It is the least that we
deserve.

Picking up on the guiding principle of the Convention, there is
universal recognition that because of its centrality to quality of life,
landscape concerns all of us. So, involving people in meaningful
dialogue, and in the decisions that affect their landscapes, is
paramount and one of the vehicles for its delivery is the process of
Landscape Character Assessment. This empowerment, however, will
achieve its best results if people are ‘landscape-literate’. Irish people
do not need to be reminded of the importance of place and
community but we do need to become better advocates for what we
know to be truly valuable, and we need to be more knowledgeable
about how to manage change in our home places. Education is,
therefore, a priority; and it should be directed at all age-groups so
that today’s and tomorrow’s decision-makers understand and
appreciate the importance of landscape to our daily lives. Again,
the importance of research was emphasised based on the fact
that we cannot be expected to manage what we do not
understand.

Landscapes, of course, refer to both urban and rural places,
cities and wildernesses. 60% of the Irish population now live in
towns and cities, and a very high proportion of rural dwellers are
not farmers, instead they commute to work,
enjoying the beauty of the Irish countryside
during their down-time. The Irish rural
landscape is the way it is as a result of
generations of farming. In many ways,
farmers are the front-line stewards of the
Irish rural landscape and, particularly in
disadvantaged areas, programmes such as
REPS have helped preserve not only the
traditional character of our farmlands but also the very
farmers themselves who are finding it increasingly difficult to make
a living out of farming. Diversification seems inevitable, and the
increasing demand by urban dwellers to access the countryside
should be an opportunity rather than a
burdensome imposition.

This will only happen if we open up a
conversation on landscape as a shared
resource, for ownership of the land is not the
same thing as ownership of the landscape:
with ownership of land does not come the
right to despoil the landscape. Irish attitudes
towards land ownership, however, are
complicated because they are invariably translated through a post-
colonial filter. This is a demon that will have to be exorcised if we
are to effect real democratisation of decisions relating to the future
of the Irish landscape.

Conor Newman Chairman

Heritage Outlook Comment
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National Heritage Week was a fantastic
success this year, with a significant increase
in attendance figures reported nationwide.
Throughout the week people around the
country were taking part in the Heritage Week
Photo Competition with the Council receiving
over 500 images of outstanding quality.

Speaking about the competition, Michael
Starrett, Chief Executive of the Heritage
Council said, “It was fantastic to see the
enthusiasm and passion for heritage
expressed through the eyes of people that
took part in Heritage Week and attended
events. The images entered in the
competition truly illustrate the diversity of our
heritage from natural, to built, to cultural
heritage”.

Prizes were divided into three categories
of Adult (over 21), Youth (13-21) and Junior
(7-12). The winning photograph in the Adult
Group entitled ‘Bubble Blowing’ was taken by
Mary Jean Timmins at the Lifetime Lab Water
Open Day in Cork. The Timmins family took
full advantage of the many free events that
took place during Heritage Week and
travelled all around the Southeast in the last
week of the children’s holidays. The winning
picture, which illustrates the children blowing
up a giant, colourful bubble, captures the
enjoyment of the Timmins family outing to a
Heritage Week event.

Poppy Vernon’s photo entitled, ‘Books of
Common Prayer’ won the Youth Category
and was taken at St. Audoen's Church in
Dublin. Poppy who is 17 and in her Leaving
Cert Year is a photography enthusiast and
hopes to study photography in college.

Winner of the Junior Category was
Caoimhe Timmins, who is just eight years old.
Caoimhe’s photo of a Harris Hawk was taken
at the Birds of Prey Rescue Centre in
Ballycullane, Co. Wexford.

Prizes included an Irish Landmark Trust
Weekend Voucher for a stay up to the value
of €700, €300 gift voucher from Great
Outdoors, ‘Do not handle with care’ Olympus
Tough 6000 camera, €55 euro Family
Heritage Card, €50 Amazon.co.uk Gift
Certificate and €50 Eason Book Shop Gift
Certificate.

The dates for National Heritage Week
2010 have been set for 21st-29th August. For
updates on plans for next year, log on to
www.heritageweek.ie

Heritage Week
Photo Competition

1. Adult Runner Up ‘The Bilberry Goat’ taken
at Bilberry Rock, Waterford. By Terry
McParland.We Loved: The light, the
movement and the majesty of the animal
captured as he stands on top of the hill
billowing into the wind.

2. Youth Winner ‘Book of Common Prayer’
taken at St Audoen’s Church in Dublin. By
Poppy Vernon, Dublin.We loved: The light,
the stillness, the atmosphere and the
representation of education and archives.

3. Adult Winner ‘Bubble Blowing’ taken at
the Lifetime Lab Open Day in Cork. By Mary
Jean Timmins, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.We
Loved: The Bubble, the colours and the
children learning about water.

4. Junior Runner Up ‘Barna Woods’
By Cian Maloney, Co. Galway
We Loved: The light, the atmosphere, and the
way the photographer has captured the
peacefulness and beauty of the scene.

1

2
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5. Adult Runner Up ‘Stairway to Heaven’ taken at St
Audoen’s Church in Dublin. By Brian O’Reilly, Dublin.
We Loved: The light, the colours and the humour.

6. Junior Runner Up ‘Dublinia’ taken at Dublinia in
Dublin. By Eleanor Fox, Dublin.We Loved: The
colours and the little girls enthusiasm as she lets her
imagination run away and literally becomes part of
Heritage Week.

7. Junior Winner ‘Harris Hawk’ taken at the Birds of
Prey Rescue Centre Wexford. By Caoimhe Timmins,
Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.We Loved: The light, the
close up of the hawk as it eyes its prey! A very
opportune shot for a junior.

8. Youth Runner Up ‘Bere Island Heritage Centre’
By Davide Greene, Bere Island, Co. Cork.We Loved:
The patiently waiting enthusiasts. Heritage Centers
around Ireland do invaluable work in showcasing our
heritage and are very much part of our landscape.

9. Youth Runner Up ‘New bridge in Waterford’
By Kevin Thatcher, Co. Waterford.We Loved: The
light, the creative use of colour and a great shot of a
newly built contempory structure that literally bridges
the gap between the past and present. The new
bridge is part of our heritage of the future and the
picture was taken from Bilberry Rock in Waterford
which forms part of our heritage from the past.

7

8

9
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Nature or
Nuisance?
Michael Viney explores Ireland’s fraught
relationship with the Natural World.
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In the hard times of the young Irish Free State,
goldfinches and linnets were targeted by birdcatchers
who daubed autumn thistleheads with birdlime, sticky
as treacle, and sold on their captives to England as
songbirds in cages. In 1929 – as it happened, the year
of the Great Crash – a barrister in the Seanad, Samuel
Lombard Brown, put forward a Wild Birds Protection
Bill, outlawing birdliming and protecting birds in the
nesting season.

When it came to the Dáil, a young deputy for
Dublin South, Séan Lemass, spoke up for those of the
city’s unemployed who had turned to birdcatching at
the rural fringes of the capital. “I know that there are a
number of individuals”, he said, “whose hearts bleed
when they think of the hardships inflicted on little
birds, but who are not in the least worried about
individuals who have no employment... If conditions
improve, we can then afford to indulge in luxury
legislation of this kind.”

The Wild Birds Protection Act 1930 became,
however, the Free State’s first indigenous move in
nature conservation, and Séan Lemass went on to
lead the Republic into an economic age in which
goldfinches would share in the largesse of back-
garden peanuts. His rhetoric in the Dáil – “We must
put the necessities of human beings before those of
wild birds” – seemed unarguable at the time and
could, indeed, find fresh echoes today.

The threads of Irish relationships with nature
weave back through a turmoil of change, trial and
deprivation quite unknown in our sister island. There, a
cultural continuity produced a people and parliament
notoriously protective of a scenic countryside well
furnished with wildlife. In Ireland, the long
identification of an ‘interest’ in nature with an alien
Ascendancy – the Protestant parson with a butterfly
net - robbed natural history of respect as a hobby, still
less as a meaningful science.

There were earlier relationships with nature which
we lean on now as authentically Irish, Celtic or Gaelic.
Those lyrical verses from the early Christian monks,
communing with blackbirds between their solitary
meditations, are offered as a match for Wordsworth
and his daffodils; the acrobatic animals, birds, fish and
worms thronging the Book of Kells speak for a
Christian makeover of the vigorous pagan intimacy
with the natural world. In the old sagas, myths and
folk-tales, Ireland came impeccably rigged out with
sun gods, the plants, animals and fairies enmeshed in
human affairs, the very hills as heroes. Folk memories

Quite at what point this
partnership with the natural
world gave way to harsh tests
of what it was ‘good for’ is
hard to pin down.

Left: Goldfinches were once seen as a
profitable source for birdcatchers in Ireland.
Once captive, they were then sold on to
England as songbirds in cages. © Mike Brown

Below: Skellig Puffins - One of the first steps
forward for nature conservation in the Free
State came with the Wild Birds Protection
Act 1930.
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lasted past the poetry of Yeats, withering only when
the little people in the box in the corner proved more
interesting than those in the hawthorn grove.

The rich awareness of nature in the Gaelic world is
sealed into the Irish language and has been largely
lost with it. Victorian botanists were amazed at the
number of specific native plant names offered by
‘the unlettered peasantry’ of the countryside.
In today’s world, The Shores of Connemara, translated
from the Irish of Séamas Mac an Iomaire by Pádraic
de Bhaldraithe and published in 2000, has been a rare
revelation from a native source of the way deep
knowledge and close observation of marine life at the
ocean’s fringe could be blended with a sense of the
strange and wonderful. (What is one to make of the
scolabord tintrí, the ‘flashing skate’ with ‘light
shining from its eyes’ to show it the way through
the kelp forest?)

Mac an Iomaire’s thirty-eight names for different
kinds and conditions of seaweed speak for a degree

of awareness that is simply unknown today. It sprang
not only from looking closely at nature, but the day-to-
day value of its diversity and usefulness. Similarly,
land plants gained their identities as herbal remedies
or natural dyes, as threats or benefits to cattle and
sheep, as signposts to the state and fertility of soil, as
emblems in the fabric of folk-tales, and so on. With
the loss of the language has gone a whole world of
popular knowledge of nature, still scattered through
the dog-eared pages of Dineen’s old Irish-English
dictionary.

Quite at what point this partnership with the
natural world gave way to harsh tests of what it was
‘good for’ is hard to pin down. In the wider world, the
Bible has been blamed for insisting on human
domination of nature, but in Ireland there were the
more immediate pressures of rural subsistence,
colonial repression and resentment – even, perhaps,
deep in the national psyche, of the Famine as one of
nature’s dirty tricks.
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In the birth of the Free State, national survival was
directed to natural resources of farmland, forestry,
peatland, rivers and sea. In the beautiful new coinage,
domesticated animals - horse, dog, bull, pig, hen –
shared with wildlife quarry: salmon, hare, and a
woodcock for the farthing. But Rural Science, or
nature study, was squeezed out of the national school
syllabus to make more room for teaching Irish.

The idea of state protection of natural habitats
arrived only in the 1960s, when development began to
demand planning control for ‘the common good’.
United Nations advice and funding helped to set up
An Foras Forbartha, an environmental research
institute with a UN special adviser on conservation
and amenity. In 1969 it published a report which called
for a single, state-aided National Heritage Council to
establish priorities and standards and an inventory of
the Republic’s natural and historical environment. A
proper statutory footing for the Heritage Council had
to wait another quarter-century, but the AFF went
ahead on a survey of areas of nature conservation
value in the hope that local authorities would protect
them under the Planning Act.

The mistake was to call these ‘Areas of Scientific
Interest’, divorcing them at once from local
communities and landowners and any popular sense
that nature conservation might rate as a ‘common
good’. While the criteria for protecting habitats and
species did, indeed, need science to satisfy the
bureaucratic impulse, the use of the term put

“We must put
the necessities
of human beings
before those of
wild birds”
Séan Lemass

Left:With the ‘Celtic Tiger’ came a national
love affair with gardens and with bird feeders
popping up all around the country, the modest
garden bird reaped the benefits.

Below: Folio 290V from the Book of Kells
illustrates the importance of animals in early
Christian Ireland. Pages throughout this
national treasure are emblazoned with
acrobatic animals, birds and fish. © Trinity
College Dublin.



conservation at a fatal distance from rural people. By
the time ASIs were renamed as Natural Heritage Areas
or as Special Areas of Conservation under the EU’s
Habitats Directive, resistance was already in place.

A rural-urban divide in attitudes to nature is hardly
unique to Ireland. Most European farmers would
assent to Seamus Heaney’s verse:

‘Prevention of cruelty’ talk cuts ice in town
Where they consider death unnatural
But on well-run farms pests have to be kept down.’

Even in the UK, where a rural middle (and upper)
class is a powerful constituency for nature
conservation, the conflict over fox-hunting has drawn
new lines between town and country.

In Ireland, the divide has strong roots in the
colonial experience, and the fears of small famers, in
particular, of vulnerability to outside forces. Theirs is
the marginal land of greater biodiversity, most inviting
to conservation experiment and control. If it is not
outside scientists and Brussels bureaucrats that
want to interfere, it is the busybodies of the urban
middle class.

Today, more than half of Ireland’s country
dwellers have no connection with the land, but the
demography and populism of local and national
politics still largely reflects a utilitarian attitude to
nature, valuing it chiefly as a tourist resource. The
present Minister for the Environment, Mr John
Gormley, can be said to be the first with a personal

12 The Heritage Council



enthusiasm for responsibilities to nature conservation
and research.

Of all external forces shaping Irish attitudes to
nature, television has probably been most powerful,
especially since so much of what is watched has
stemmed from the island next door, with its highly
developed appreciation of the natural world. The
outstanding quality of British nature productions,
notably from the BBC’s Natural History Unit, has
engaged a sense of wonder and speculation formerly
widely spent on the intangibles of religion. RTÉ, too,
has responded to the appetite for natural history,
fostered not least by enthusiastic schoolteachers, and
the flow of teaching material and website information
from the wide spectrum of conservation NGOs (non-
government organisations).

The oldest of these, An Taisce, Ireland’s voluntary
‘National Trust’, was founded 61 years ago with a
great naturalist, Robert Lloyd Praeger, as president,
but its dual concern, switching between built and
natural environment, has at times confused its identity.
Its statutory recognition as a voice in local planning
matters has also earned it a wide hostility among
landowners in rural Ireland. The later NGOs, too, have
sometimes found themselves in conflict with land and
development interests, but without consequent
handicap to their role in the younger mainstream of
national life.

The relationship between the NGOs and the
Department of the Environment passed through some
difficult years, notably in choosing an adequate range

13www.heritagecouncil.ie

Above:Whale Watch Ireland event at
Galley Head, Co. Cork - The Irish
Whale and Dolphin Group are just
one of the organisations supported
by the Heritage Council, as part of
their drive to improve the knowledge
of Ireland’s natural world. © Pádraig
Whooley IWDG

Right:With the birth of the Irish Free
State came the dependance for
national survival on our natural
resources - farmland, rivers,
peatlands and the sea.



of conservation areas under the EU Habitats Directive;
the final roster of SACs owes much to their persistent
pressures. On the other hand, the often fraught
diplomacy of Dúchas workers in the field, to achieve
long-term acceptance of the areas and their
boundaries, was not sufficiently appreciated.

The brief branding as ‘Dúchas’ of the
Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service,
with the new name emblazoned on its little green
country vans, was an inspired strategy for public
awareness and interest, but one that proved
eventually a victim of its own success. It came to be
seen by many as an agency with some independence
of the government and able to put its own, vigorous
case for nature conservation in planning conflicts.
Public expectation of resistance from Dúchas to
particular development proposals proved unrealistic
and embarrassing to the Department’s other
functions. Dúchas was drawn back into its shell, and
the National Parks and Wildlife Service left to grow a
more circumspect public outreach.

Originally urged in the 1960s, the National
Heritage Council was first brought into being at the
end of the 1980s under the aegis of Taoiseach Charles
Haughey, a personal enthusiast for archaeology, and
for conservation of the built and natural heritage.
It was made a statutory body in 1995, with substantial
funding from the National Lottery. Along with major
policy documents on national issues such as
landscape planning, forestry and the waterways, the
Council’s drive to improve the knowledge of Ireland’s
natural world, both popular and scientific, has led to
creation of the National Biodiversity Data Centre and –
to choose at random - support for the Irish Whale and
Dolphin Group and a new national distribution atlas of
Ireland’s birds.

Its most profound influence, however, has been
achieved at community level. Over the past ten years,
the network of Heritage Officers, developed in
partnership with local authorities, has created a whole
new stratum of interest, concern and activity centred
on the built and natural landscape and its habitats.
Biodiversity surveys, action plans and public
promotion have led to many of the hundreds of
projects managed each year by the heritage officers.
The Heritage Council’s own funding of myriad projects
and publications has also encouraged the activity and
influence of local individuals and groups with an
enthusiasm for the natural world.

It is in local communities that concern for nature
will survive the currently bleak arena of national
priorities. One legacy of the ‘tiger’ years has been a
national love affair with gardens and bird feeders, and
whole towns, tidy or not, have been annually decked
out with flowers and the roads between embowered
with trees and shrubs. All this is part of an awakened
celebration of nature that is unlikely to be quenched
by a few years of gloom and national austerity.

14 The Heritage Council
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Victorian botanists were
amazed at the number of
specific native plant names
offered by ‘the unlettered
peasantry’ of the countryside.

Left: Protected areas have been
crucial in preserving pockets of
ancient, native woodland around
the country.
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Rebirth of
a Roaming Giant
Anthony Keane OSB
on the restoration of the 56-foot ketch Ilen



Within the walls and under the roof of an old
unassuming corn store, well set into the landscape on
the River Ilen, a magnificent world-roaming giant is
once again gathering strength. Its devotees feed it
with huge curved baulks of grown oak, which fall into
place and lock together, while outside the door the
silver River Ilen sings gently to the ship to which it
gave its name, enticing it to come to sea again.
Responsive to this enticing call, the ship occasionally
shudders as it flexes its muscles and thrills at the
gentle smell of the sea, ready to slip down the estuary
to enter the lists with the great waves of the Atlantic,
and fill its sails once again with lungfulls of Roaring
Forties air. For this is a ship with a past and a
pedigree that weaves together the finest lines of
Ireland's maritime tradition.

The Auxiliary Ketch Ilen (The A.K. Ilen) was
commissioned by Conor O’Brien at Baltimore Fisheries
School in the 1920s. Conor O’Brien was an architect,
philosopher, gunrunner (when it was more fashionable)
and author of many books including Across Three
Oceans and From Three Yachts.

He did indeed have three yachts. The first was the
Kelpie, which helped the Asgard in its gunrunning for
the IRB in 1914; the Kelpie’s share of the cargo being
unloaded at Kilcoole, Co Wicklow. Conor O'Brien,
always a gentleman, later remarked that it was very
important for yachtsmen to honourably eschew petty
smuggling so that when they really wanted to bring off
something big they could get away with it. His war was
spent with the Royal Navy. Some years later, the Kelpie
ran aground off Kintyre and its master and commander,
exhausted and sailing alone, awoke in time to see his
boat disintegrate and the contents of what had become
for him a home, floating away on the waves or being
washed up on the rocky shore.

His second boat was The Saoirse, built for him at
Baltimore in 1922. With this he worked for Michael
Collins and the new Free State as a fisheries inspector,
patrolling the West Coast in the midst of civil war. He
was generally polite, but not too demonstrative in his
friendships, as he found being too visibly friendly with
one side often resulted in being shot by the other. That
affair being partially settled; in 1923, with an inconstant
crew of two, he sailed out of Dun Laoghaire, amidst a
tumultuous send off of cheerful disbelief, to
circumnavigate the globe, so becoming the first
yachtsman to do so South of the Capes. Re-entering
the Atlantic towards the end of his voyage he harboured
on the Falkland Islands at Port Stanley where he stayed
for a few weeks and organised what seems to have
been a very successful regatta.

The islanders greatly admired his traditional Irish
sailing ship The Saoirse, which floated the waves like a
seagull and could cheerfully face into any storm, and
they asked him to build and deliver them one like it. So,
on his return home, and having finalised the deal with
the Falkland Island Company in London, he placed the
order with Tom Moynihan at Baltimore, who produced a

17www.heritagecouncil.ie

Opposite Page: Gary MacMahon &
Liam Hegarty.

Above: Ilen (pron. ‘eye. len’,) sailing out
of the Shannon Estuary at the start of
the Falklands voyage, August, 1926.

...this is a ship with a past and
a pedigree that weaves
together the finest lines of
Ireland's maritime tradition.



boat even more magnificent than his earlier Saoirse.

The Ilen was his third boat, in which, with two of
the Cadogans from Cape Clear, he headed south
through a stormy Atlantic again, until, on January 8th
1927, at Port Stanley, he ‘put upon the sails of his ship
the stow which is the due of any port’ and handed the
Ilen over to her new owners.

Conor O’Brien died in 1952. The Saoirse was hit by
a high wind off Jamaica in 1980; its keel today lies
buried in the sand.

Upon its arrival at Port Stanley in 1927, the Ilen
went willingly to work and stayed at it for seventy years,
distributing teachers, cattle, sheep, stores and post
among the islands of those Roaring Forties and more
Furious Fifties.

Barca da seoladh le foirneart gaoth, is fairrge mora
go deo lena dtaobh, Go bhfaiceathair fos me im’ choige
fein, Ar bhanchnuic Eireann Oighe. Rearing cattle in the
Falklands often meant distributing calves to remote
islands and returning a few years later when they had
become fiercely unmanageable with a rifle, shooting
them and chopping their legs off, rolling them down to
the shore and tying them all to a rope run in from the
Ilen. The Ilen would then head out to sea dragging the
carcasses into deeper water before winching them on
board.

In the 1990s, mariner’s tales of this heroic boat
began to drift back to Ireland. During the Falklands War,
the Ilen was caught for a moment in the light of a flare
and flashed through televised news clips to be instantly
recognised in West Cork. Under one of the secret
protocols of the Anglo Irish agreement, slipped in after
midnight by Seán Donlon, Gary McMahon flew out by
RAF plane to Port Stanley, Falklands, to successfully
negotiate her acquisition and return to Ireland. She
returned by cargo vessel and in 1998 sailed around from
Dublin to a tumultuous reception at Baltimore. After the
party there was a bit of a lull, and Liam Hegarty and his
team at Oldcourt, heirs to Ireland’s traditional timber
ship building skills, nobly and generously took her in to
rest awhile. Now at last, through an ongoing series of
volunteer workshops, her refit is seriously underway.

The main task in the current workshops is the
shaping and fitting of the great baulks of grown oak that
make up her frames and other timbers.

Participation in these workshops seems to involve
an entry into an amazing yet anciently familiar world of
our inheritance. To see the wisdom and strength of an
oak tree, normally a terrestrial creature, slip easily and
naturally into a ship that sails the sea, is to sense the
wisdom and delight that runs through all things, ever
changing ever new. This is the song of the ever-new
tongue, An Teanga Bith Nua, the Deer’s Cry that quietly
thrills those who sail the sea in ship or see them sail.
For wisdom is a subtle spirit that permeates all things.
Ever constant in its playfulness, it transmigrates from
one form to another. Lord of the elements and deeper
than them all, it is untouched by their division, and in
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Above: Great big baulks of oak fit
together to make up the frame.

Below: Volunteers who recently took
park in a workshop weekend.

Opposite Page: The Ketch Ilen under
the command and crewed by
volunteers from the AK Ilen Company,
returns to Irish waters, 1998.

To see the wisdom and
strength of an oak tree,
normally a terrestrial creature,
slip easily and naturally into a
ship that sails the sea, is to
sense the wisdom and delight
that runs through all things.



the trinity of a sailing ship confounds the distinction
between land, air and water, making the three one with
the fiery Sun laughing at their side.

The oak is a generous tree, acting host to
thousands of creatures while it lives; in death it is more
generous still: its giant curved limbs which once
embraced the heavens now nurture a space, a haven for
those marvelous creatures of human kind who wish to
stand on earth, move in water and breathe in air all at
the same time. In traditional boat building we find a
miracle of transformation, a metempsychosis of forms
made most manifest by the use of natural materials,
that brings us back to the dawn of creation. In Hegarty’s
traditional boatyard we may have stumbled upon an
ancient cult cheerfully practiced and faithfully
maintained with a pious regard for old masters and an
exultant authority in the ways of oak and ocean.

When the Christian missionaries came to Ireland in
the 5th century preaching Christ, the Irish seem to have
replied:

‘Christ, we know Him well. Is He not the singing of
the bird in the tree, the light of the rising sun in a drop of
dew, the glorious surgings of the ocean, the strength of
the oak tree. How wonderful to know that He has come
on Earth and walked among us. He is the one our
ancestors have faithfully worshipped. Eternal Wisdom is
his name, King of the Elements, Rí na nUile. Himself
unchanging, He makes all things new. For Wisdom is
quicker to move than any motion, she is so pure, she
pervades and permeates all things.’

As Amerghin calls:
I am the wind which breathes upon the sea,

I am the wave of the ocean,
I am the vulture upon the rocks,
I am the beam of the Sun
Who is it who throws light into the meeting on the
mountains.

And Proverbs proclaim:
I was beside the master craftsman,
delighting him day by day,
ever at play in his presence,
at play everywhere on his Earth,
delighting to be with the children of men.

When the Ilen is refitted and relaunched she will sail
the sea. In an oil free future, local production may
increase, but there will always be some trade as local
surpluses are distributed. A sail trading Ilen will bring
the natural efficiency of a sustainable past to inspire and
facilitate a sustainable future, bridging our current oily
splurge. She will also serve those who wish to sail the
sea in ships, to see the wonders of the deep, to brave
the roar of the Southern Oceans, and to approach once
more, with the Milesians, the fabled shores of Éireann.

But there are still a few spare ribs to be fitted and
some great planks to be nailed.

For those willing to give a hand, www.bigboatbuild.com,
info@bigboatbuild.com or, tel. 086 2640479 may be the
portals to a new and ancient world.

All Images © Gary MacMahon
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Late in 2006, an advertising hoarding appeared in
Clondalkin, on the main access road to Dublin from the
south. It read, in letters four feet high:

A Green Field is a Blank Canvas...
an opportunity for you to create
something extraordinary
Dr. Simon Burke, Heritage Council Freda Rountree Scholar,
discusses the controversial role of the mass media in
relation to Irish attitudes to heritage.
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This road, the busiest in the country, carried over
57,000 vehicles a day in 2004. Including bus and coach
passengers, as many as 100,000 people might have
seen this hoarding daily until it began to degrade in
March 2007. Yet the legend, containing the by-no-
means uncontroversial claim that ALL green fields are,
first of all, blank and, second, ripe for development,
gave rise to no comment in the mainstream media and
elicited a single response from an internet blogger. The
slogan could easily have served, with the addition of
the terms ‘brown field’ and ‘old building’ after ‘green
field’, as a manifesto for the development industry; and
its apparent acceptance suggests that the desirability
of development, irrespective of the nature or effects of
that development, had, in late ‘Celtic Tiger’ Ireland,
become an uncontested orthodoxy, a given. A green
field that would once have been universally recognised
as a site of production and, at a later stage, widely
seen as a site of consumption, was now viewed as a
cipher, a blank, something useful notably in its capacity
for ‘development’.

My research – an analysis of heritage-related
content in Irish newspapers, with a follow-up survey of
the journalists who wrote those stories – started from
the premise that the heritage discourse in Ireland had,
with the advent of the so-called ‘Celtic Tiger’ in the
middle 1990s, entered a new phase, characterised by
conflict and controversy and dominated by
development. Moreover, given the rapid transition from
the previous phase, in which heritage was fêted as a
valuable commodity and the engine of rural
development and prosperity, I argued that only the
mass media could have the necessary reach to bring
about the required cultural change within the given
timeframe. I believed that this cultural change would be
both reflected and reciprocated in the Irish newspaper
discourse on heritage, with newspapers not merely
reporting on heritage controversies but propagating
representations of heritage as expendable,
superabundant, unreasonable and outmoded. This
would go alongside representations of development as
unstoppable, natural, desirable, modern and the
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A green field that would once
have been universally recognised
as a site of production and, at a
later stage, widely seen as a site
of consumption, was now
viewed as a cipher, a blank,
something useful notably in its
capacity for ‘development’.

© Simon Bourke
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essential ingredient of economic growth.

What the study managed to capture was a moment
of ideological transition, confused, contradictory and
chaotic, in which newspaper readers were being urged
to buy this house or that artefact because of its
heritage cachet, to travel to this or that city to consume
its heritage, at the same time as they were being
persuaded that it was commonsensical and absolutely
necessary to build a motorway beside Tara. Indeed,
developers frequently tried to claim the cachet of the
heritage object they had just demolished as a selling
point for the houses they had built in its place – I found
14 examples relating to an abbey, an 18th-century
barracks and a castle, among others. Throughout the
study period, there was still the occasional small voice
proclaiming the intrinsic value of heritage or its
continued importance as a crucial component of
national identity.

It was, I discovered, a discourse that masked and
perverted the underlying reality. Terminology became
more fanciful: the people formerly known as ‘builders’

A familiar skyline of an Irish City –
development through the tiger years exploded, irrespective of the effects on nature and heritage.



and ‘speculators’ transmuted into, first, ‘developers’
then the more-grandiose sounding ‘property
developers’. A persistent use of passive and false-
active constructions turned human actions, decisions
and practices into natural phenomena: houses ‘sold
themselves’, historic barns ‘came down’, projects ‘got
themselves under way’. Heritage objects such as, say,
an Iron Age ring fort, that had existed in situ for
centuries, could be represented as ‘threatening’ some
development proposal – a new prison, say – that
existed only on paper. In all cases, development
proposals were treated as real objects – faits
accomplis, even – from the moment they were first
mooted: this was particularly so in cases of public
infrastructure, probably because the taxpayers’ meter
was running. Developers constantly complained of a
shortage of development land, while hoarding vast land
banks in the north of Dublin and the surrounding
counties, drip-feeding it onto the market. There were
constant complaints of ‘restrictive’ planning processes,
even as Central Statistics Office figures proved that

24 The Heritage Council

... or Bertie Ahern’s
declaration that he would
like to treat Tara as would
the Mayor of Shanghai.
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‘one-off’ rural houses were being built in record
numbers.

One of the most striking findings of the study and
one of the most pertinent was the sheer level of
homogeneity and redundancy in the discourse.
Regardless of subject matter or context, the same few
claims about heritage were repeated again and again.
The 1190 texts I analysed, though dealing with 952
discrete subject matters, made only 348 discrete
claims about heritage; and the 23 most frequently
made claims accounted for 608 repetitions – an
average of 26 times each. Taken in conjunction with the
journalists’ revelation that they acquire most of their
knowledge of the world from other news media, the
inevitable result is a closed and ever-tightening loop.
Many of those claims were extremely favourable to
development and extremely hostile to heritage – yet
constant repetition itself tends to naturalise them and
make them appear reasonable. The constant reiteration
of a small number of claims necessarily involves the
omission of others – typically, the ones tending towards

the people formerly known as
‘builders’ and ‘speculators’
transmuted into, first,
‘developers’ then the more
grandiose sounding ‘property
developers’
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58% of respondents also
agreed that ‘protecting our
heritage should not interfere
with necessary development
of our infrastructure’.



are defeated by an array of external, organisational and
internal structural and practical pressures and
constraints. Acknowledging that market and
commercial pressures are to some extent a fact of life,
the ultimate responsibility for producing a fair and
balanced discourse on any topic rests with the
newspapers and other news media organisations
themselves. Many of the structural and practical
determinants that shape the heritage discourse – the
reliance on other media; the failure to seek
counterbalancing sources; restrictions on news space
that, because of the demands of advertisers, do not
apply to lifestyle and promotional features; and the
connivance at source strategies, among others – are
the direct result of newspapers attempting to maximise
profits by failing to employ sufficient resources to
produce a fair and balanced discourse.

It might be argued that the results of the only major
attitudinal surveys on heritage conducted in this
country, those carried out by Lansdowne Market
Research (1999-2007) for the Heritage Council, tend to
demonstrate that, regardless of its nature, the
newspaper heritage discourse is not producing a
markedly negative attitude to heritage in the majority of
newspaper readers. However, the general positivity
found by the Lansdowne surveys is qualified: 58% of
respondents also agreed that ‘protecting our heritage
should not interfere with necessary development of our
infrastructure’, a value that rose 5% since 2004 – in
other words, over the period of my study.

Secondly, the Lansdowne surveys concern
themselves with attitudes to heritage in general; and it
is precisely heritage in general that the newspaper
heritage discourse does not encompass. Heritage
issues are dealt with on a case-by-case basis and the
nature of the discourse is ad hoc, without context,
overview or perspective. The Lansdowne research
suggests that the public is susceptible to being
persuaded by ‘common sense’ practical or economic
arguments on a case-by-case basis that such and such
heritage object is expendable – and the newspaper
discourse is characterised by precisely such
arguments.

Furthermore, it should not be assumed that in order
to produce social effects, a media discourse must
influence a sizeable proportion of the general public. A
discourse need only influence a relatively small number
of people who are in positions of power or authority
and have the capacity to effect social change directly –
Government ministers and senior civil servants, for
instance. The persuasive power of a media discourse
may lie in its mass effect: powerful social agents might
be motivated to effect social change, either on the
assumption that a media discourse accurately reflects
popular sentiment, or on the assumption that a media
discourse will have a persuasive effect on mass
sentiment.

Dr. Simon Bourke, Heritage Council Freda Rountree
Scholar.
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compromise, conflict-solving and reconciliation.

The vast majority of heritage texts did not relate to
sudden, unexpected dramatic events but to scheduled,
predictable or managed events or ‘say stories’ (in
which someone made a ‘new’ claim about something).
The overwhelming majority of managed events – press
conferences, launches, openings, photo-opportunities
and so on – were managed by sources representing
elite corporate or State-sector groups. Of these stories,
73% cited a single source and 93% cited sources
representing a single perspective. What elite sources
are doing is supplying journalists with ready-made
news. They have learned that, for time-pressured
journalists, ‘authority’ is a useful substitute for accuracy
and ‘conflict’ is a useful substitute for drama. All that is
required to make a usable news story is that an
authoritative figure make a controversial statement –
Michael McDowell’s statement that he would brook “no
guff about fairy forts” in connection with Thornton Hall
prison, for instance, or Bertie Ahern’s declaration that
he would like to treat Tara as would the Mayor of
Shanghai.

The upshot of all this is that the heritage discourse
in Irish newspapers is ideologically charged,
predisposed to favour development and, ultimately,
negative in its attitude to and representations of
heritage. It is the way it is because the journalists’
personal ideology, education and attitudes to heritage
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Much of the wind that gathers force across the Atlantic Ocean meets first landfall on the
west coast of Ireland, so winds on this island are stronger and more constant than in
most parts of Continental Europe. As a result, there is enough onshore-accessible wind
in Ireland to meet 100% of the country’s electricity requirements.



Ireland’s heritage is unique and a key factor in
attracting Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). Our natural
heritage, our wind, water and other natural resources
make Ireland the ideal location for Green and Clean
Technology. Ireland’s environment is, for the most part,
in very good condition and as a result Ireland has a
strong competitive advantage when competing for FDI
investments in the Green and Clean Technology
Sectors against any country in Europe or the global
marketplace.

In the past, Ireland and the Irish may have
lamented the fact that the country did not play a part
in the Industrial Revolution however, this has now
turned in our favour as by missing the Industrial
Revolution of the 19th century, Ireland also missed out
on the polluting industries of that period. Up to the
middle of the 20th century Ireland’s economy was
based on low intensity grassland agriculture and
placed little pressure on the Irish environment.

Much has changed in Ireland over the past 50
years, and the pressures on the environment have
grown, but overall the essentials for life of clean air,
clean water and productive soil are abundant on this
island. Ireland’s heritage often acts as a positive factor
in securing Foreign Direct Investment in a variety of
sectors, especially from US and German investors
who appreciate the beauty of Ireland’s landscape and
its rich historical heritage.

IDA Ireland, the Government Agency responsible
for the securing of Foreign Direct Investment is
working with many stakeholders to use the
advantages of Ireland’s natural heritage to secure
investment from overseas investors. Ireland has some
unique factors in its favor that make it a particularly
sound investment in the green technology sectors.
These include the Irish Government’s strong
commitment to reaching a range of ambitious
renewable energy targets. For instance Ireland plans
to have 40% of all electricity generated from
renewable energy resources by 2020. Ireland has
some of the best wind and wave resources in the
world. This not only makes these ambitious renewable
energy targets possible, it also makes Ireland an ideal
research and test bed location and makes it a
significant market for these renewable technologies in
its own right.

Ireland has put in place a strong and wide-ranging
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Green Technology
and Investment
for Ireland
Barry O’Leary, CEO of IDA Ireland
discusses the green approach to attracting
Foreign Direct Investment

Ireland plans to have 40% of all
electricity generated from renewable
energy resources by 2020



set of incentives for the domestic and business
sectors of the economy to adopt new energy
efficient/renewable energy technologies and advanced
waste management systems. This includes grant
support, feed in tariffs and taxation measures. Ireland
has also made available strong public funding to build
up research capabilities, skills, institutions and
infrastructure in key areas such as wave energy
research. A streamlined and effective
administrative/planning process for implementing test
programs in emerging technologies such as wave
energy and the installation of large scale renewable
energy and efficiency facilities such as wind turbines
is also being developed.

IDA Ireland has established a dedicated Clean
Technology Division with the aim of winning for Ireland
a range of new investments in Clean Technology from
emerging and established companies across all
business segments. The four main sectors of focus for
this Division are wind, wave, solar and biomass.

The effects of Clean Technology on Ireland’s FDI
offering are significant. Clean Technology is driving the
rapid emergence of new sectors focused on energy
efficiency/renewable energy technologies and a range
of other environmental problems. Many renewable
energy technologies have achieved commercial
viability and are enjoying very strong demand
conditions. Green Technology is altering the way
existing products and even services are designed and
produced and multinational companies are
increasingly interested in applying renewable energy
technologies to their existing product facilities. They
are seeking lower energy costs, more stability in
energy prices and recognition as an environmentally
friendly and therefore socially responsible enterprise.

Ireland has installed wind turbines with a
generation capacity of 1000MW and wind park
developers have already filed applications to put an
additional 3700MW of wind energy onto the grid. The
potential of Ireland as a source of wind power is clear.
The capacity factor for onshore wind turbines – the
measure of the time the turbine is actually cranking
out power – is 35% in Ireland. This compares with a
European average of 25%.

While most existing turbines are located on land,
developers are also exploring the potential of offshore
wind. Off the east coast of Ireland, GE Energy and
Airtricity have developed the world’s first commercial
application of offshore wind turbines over three
megawatts in size. As an island set in the Atlantic
Ocean, Ireland has the highest wave energy resource
in Europe, with an estimated generation capacity of
60GW (1/5 of Europe’s resource).

Europe’s most significant wave energy resource is
to be found in the west of Ireland, where the Atlantic
Ocean meets the coast. Attracted by the enormous
potential of Irish waters, companies including Ocean
Energy, Hydam and Wavebob, an Irish wave farm
development firm, are developing and testing wave
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Europe’s most significant wave
energy resource is to be found in the
west of Ireland



energy prototypes at dedicated test sites around the
country.

October 2009 saw Vattenfall, one of Europe’s
largest electrical utilities, in recognising the urgent
need to cut global greenhouse gas emissions, select
Ireland for an exciting initiative to develop ocean wave
energy into a viable, clean and valuable new energy
source in Ireland’s renewable energy portfolio. This
investment is supported by IDA Ireland.

Tonn Energy, a joint venture between Vattenfall
and Wavebob, has been formed to carry out this
programme of work. In the long term this could
position Ireland as a net exporter of green energy,
utilising its massive natural ocean wave resource, and
could hold significant benefits for the west of Ireland
through subsequent investment and employment.
Work will now begin on the planning, installation,
operation and maintenance of pre-commercial devices
at the national wave energy test site at Belmullet in
Co. Mayo. Success there would enable Tonn Energy
to consider future plans to achieve 250MW of
generating capacity elsewhere around Ireland, which
would represent half of the Government’s published
targets for 2020.

Other initiatives being worked on by the IDA
Clean Technology Division include the creation of a
new Flagship Green Business Park incorporating all
the latest green technologies from smart buildings
and energy supply to traffic control, waste recovery
and management and the retrofit of an existing IDA
Business Park, a complex project involving a
collaboration with all existing occupants, service
providers and authorities. The aim of these projects is
to enhance IDA’s product offering in the provision of
high quality international class property solutions with
strong sustainability characteristics to target FDI
sectors.

IDA is working towards the establishment of
Ireland’s reputation as a significant location for
investors in the rapidly developing Clean Technology
Sector based on our unique natural heritage. Our
location at the edge of Europe is a major advantage
particularly for wind and ocean energy. This natural
advantage is backed by a talented skilled workforce, a
thriving research and development environment and
pro-business government policies.
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“Our heritage is all around us. It includes our
landscapes, countryside, rivers and lakes, our
archaeological sites, our buildings, our history, folklore,
language and customs. It’s what makes our towns, our
villages, our parishes special. Heritage gives a place its
identity, its character, its distinctiveness. As we plan for
our own futures, we must also plan for the future of our
heritage. Wise planning will ensure that the best
elements of this heritage – those that enhance our
communities and enrich our lives – will be passed from
generation to generation. In doing so, we will also
ensure that our local areas and communities are good
places in which to live and work.” Heritage Council Website
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Heritage, Sustainability,
and Healthy Communities:
Thinking about the Future Today



33www.heritagecouncil.ie



Given the current economic downturn, many
observers have noted that we need to take time to reflect
on what the Celtic Tiger has delivered and perhaps
rethink our approach to the future. To this end, we hope
to offer a few thoughts about the way we have built the
places in which we live and commute. We’d like to ask:
Have we built communities that reflect heritage? Have we
built communities with ‘identity’, ‘character’ and
‘distinctiveness’? Will the majority of suburban housing
estates, shopping centres, or one-off houses we’ve built
be worth protecting as heritage by future generations?
Have we built real places that provide us with a sense of
connection with others and the landscape? Have we
conserved or improved the landscape the Celtic Tiger
generation inherited? Have we built homes, villages and
communities that we are proud to live in and want to
preserve and protect for future generations? Do these
places enhance our sense of connection and pride and
define who we are as a nation?
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the thousands of apartment blocks that
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Above: The Heritage Town of Cahir in
Co. Tipperary is an example of a
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heritage we are proud off and strive to
conserve for future generations.



We are not sure. Although there has been a great
awakening in Irish Architecture, most of that has been
Dublin focused and not about where and how most
people actually live their lives. Outside of the
commissioned buildings (many of them outstanding and
original in design and function) the places that many Irish
people live and shop and commute in leave a great deal
to be desired. There has been far too much car-
dependent suburban sprawl and developer-led, suburban
estates and one-off housing. Not only are too many of
these places lacking architectural character (or even an
architect of any sort), they often lack basic elements of
sustainable design and fail to provide basic necessities of
day to day life, such as schools, inviting green spaces,
footpaths and pedestrian crossings, a diversity of local
shops, pubs and restaurants, and access to convenient
and pleasant public transport. Instead of cookie-cutter
housing estates, motorways, large shopping centres and
expansive asphalt car parks why have we not built new
pedestrian-oriented villages (although Adamstown may
become a good example), connected via light rail that
delivers residents to unique town squares with locally run
shops, community gardens and amenities that reflect a
true sense of human scale? Although we know that
people prefer these more attractive and sustainable
options and would even travel distances to visit such
places, it seems many of our planners, developers,
elected representatives, and engineers have lost sight of
this. Is it likely that the heritage officers of the future will
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great deal to be desired.



decide to list and protect many of the car-oriented
housing estates or places like the sprawling Galway
Shopping Centre?

Probably not.

And the why has something to do with human scale
and character. Things that are essentially worth
preserving are often thus because they are somehow the
‘right’ scale or character for human beings, be they
Georgian houses, pedestrian quarters, narrow village
streets, or particular landscapes.

It is important to note that there is nothing old
fashioned about heritage. It isn’t all about the past. It is
also about the here and now and the future. It’s also
about what is sustainable and what we value. Increasingly
there is an awareness about the importance of greener
buildings and neighbourhoods, or even whole low-carbon
eco-communities. Such efforts are inspiring not just
because they save energy and money and reduce carbon,
but because they take the future into account and make
our present actions accountable to the future. They are
about the combination of innovation and inspiration,
cooperation with nature and consideration for others now
and in the future. Well designed and constructed green
buildings and pedestrian-oriented eco-communities can
become part of our heritage because they are built with
people, the environment, and the future in mind. They
function in a sustainable way and that is also something
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have resulted in a car-dependent nation.



that gives them character and value. Ideally, they are also
aesthetically pleasing and provide a sense of place and
connection which are defining aspects of heritage.

The very idea of heritage itself gives us a counterpoint
for reorienting our thinking through and beyond the Celtic
Tiger, since heritage, is by definition, about something
long-lasting and sustainable, and fundamentally shared
by many. Heritage is public in its nature. In contrast to
individualised property, and the private activity of buying,
decorating and furnishing one’s home, heritage even
when it is about individual buildings is not just about the
structures, but about what they have to contribute to the
greater public and social good, adding to the collective
well-being, quality of life and sense of identity and pride.
In comparison to the possessive individualism that has
characterised property-boom Ireland, a focus on heritage
is generous insofar as it asks us what we have to share
that will enhance our communities and enrich our lives.
The principles espoused by the Heritage Council point to
an understanding that heritage is not just about the past,
it is crucial to our present and our future. Planners,
developers, politicians, and engineers should be asking
how their decisions add -not subtract- from the goals of
the Heritage Council.

This points to the understanding that heritage is
about sustainability – sustaining the things we value into
the future and ensuring that everyone has access to the

things that we value as a nation and that provide our
places and communities with a sense of identity,
character and distinctiveness. And that we leave future
generations with a quality of life and sense of community
that are as good or better than the ones we inherited.

In closing we’d also like to note that designing,
planning, and building (or retrofitting) better communities
is good for our health and the health of the environment.
Thinking of heritage can also mean thinking of health.
Most of us associate the word ‘health’ with clinics,
hospitals, and the prevention or treatment of illness or
disease. However, there is a growing awareness among
public health researchers that the way we design and
build our communities affects our physical and mental
health and the health of the environment. Car-dependent
living where almost all activities are done by car, for
example, is associated with higher levels of adult and
childhood obesity and related diseases. And such
sprawling places have a much higher carbon footprint
and poorer air quality when measured per capita.
Recognising this, the California Medical Association
recently adopted a resolution supporting “the
participation of public health planning to help identify and
mitigate potential health impacts.”

The way we plan and build our communities also
affects our social well-being and our ability to age in
place (i.e. grow up and grow old in our communities).
Good urban design facilitates human interaction and
reduces social isolation. Some urban or village designs
enable social interaction whereas other do not. And social
interaction (or social capital) is important for health.
Health is both a contributor to, and partially a result of,
the social fabric. Our physical and mental health requires
us to live lives where we have a sense of trust and
security, good interactions with friends and neighbours,
the ability to get around and access our daily necessities.
It also means having access to beautiful and inspiring
places that add to our sense of self-esteem, social
connectedness and being-in-the-world. There are
important relationships between the natural and built
environments and the social fabric.

Healthy heritage reflects our human need for
relationships with the world and others, and our natural
predilection for sociability and attraction to shared
spaces.

Heritage then is about a whole lot more than a lot of
people think. It is about keeping, maintaining, and
encouraging the best of what is human and natural. It is
about us embracing sustainable design and building
healthy communities. And this will require the kind of
joined-up thinking which recognises the centrality of
heritage.
Kevin M. Leyden is a Research Professor at the Centre for Innovation
& Structural Change located in the J.E. Cairnes School of Business &
Economics at the National University of Ireland, Galway. He is also the
Director of the Institute for Public Affairs and a Professor of Political
Science & Public Policy at West Virginia University in the U.S.

Su-Ming Khoo is a Lecturer in the School of Political Science and
Sociology and the Project Leader for the Development Education and
Research Network at the National University of Ireland, Galway
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Dr Simon Berrow
and Emmett Johnson
track the Basking Shark
through Irish Waters

As the huge shadow glides effortlessly past our boat
with only the very tip of its dorsal fin cutting through the
waters surface, the famous shark quote comes to mind
“I think we are going to need a bigger boat”. Our boat is
6m long and this shark is clearly 8, maybe 9m in length.
Its’ sheer size, majesty and grace is breath-taking and
it’s important that even when your are driven by a strong
scientific desire to photograph, tag, sample, film and
record every detail of this amazing animal that you also
take time to just observe and be humbled by the mighty
basking shark – the great fish of the sun!
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The basking shark may seem an exotic and
mysterious creature to many people in Ireland today
but it was once a very familiar sight to coastal
communities along the western seaboard. It was
traditionally called the sunfish, which should not be
confused with the ocean sunfish, which has become
increasingly abundant in Ireland in recent years. The
basking shark was known in Kerry as ainmhide na
seolta ‘monster with the sails’ and liop an dá lapa
‘unweildy beast with two fins’. More generally in the
west of Ireland it was called liabhán mór or the most
evocative liabhán chor gréine ‘great fish of the sun’.

If you look at old charts of the western seaboard
you will see a bank about 30 miles west of Connemara
called ‘The Sunfish Bank’. This was where shark
fishermen ventured each year in the spring, in six-man
open boats or galway hookers with hand-held
harpoons to kill basking sharks. Although the meat
was used for food or fertiliser, it was the shark’s liver
that was the valuable prize. Basking shark liver may
weigh up to one-third of the weight of the animal and
is rich in squalene. This oil was used for dressing
wounds, preserving wood and in manufacturing
processes, but most commonly for lighting. In 1742,
the street-lights of Galway, Limerick and Waterford
were lit with basking shark oil.

One of the best documented basking shark
fisheries in the world was off Achill Island, Co. Mayo.
Basking sharks were typically netted in Keem Bay on
the western tip of the island. The nets were spread at
right angles to the shore to trap the sharks and a
lookout alerted the fishermen who rowed around in
their currachs and killed the shark with a jab of a lance
behind the head. Between 1950 and 1964, 9000
sharks were killed with a record 1,808 killed in 1952
alone. From 1955 the catch declined and the fishery
closed in 1975 after 12,342 sharks had been killed.
The collapse of this fishery suggested the local
stock had been over-fished. Basking sharks were still
fished commercially by Norwegian vessels off Co.
Waterford up to 1986 when an estimated 2,465 sharks
were killed, with boats often visiting in the port of
Dunmore East.

The basking shark is the second largest fish in the

Opposite Page: Basking Shark feeding
underwater. Basking Sharks feed by
swimming with their mouth wide-open
through plankton rich water. They filter
this plankton through gill-rakers at the
back of their mouth and squeeze out
the water.

Above: The tagging team – Emmett
Johnson, Simon Berrow and Conor
Ryan off Malin head in Co. Donegal.
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Basking sharks are protected
in UK and Isle of Man waters
but they have no legal status in
Irish law. There are strong
indications that the populations
of basking sharks in Ireland are
still depleted.



world reaching a maximum length of around 10m and
up to 3 tonnes in weight. It is a harmless plankton-
eater whose appearance on the surface coincides with
high densities of zooplankton. Sharks filter this
plankton through gill-rakers at the back of their open
mouth. It had long been thought that they hibernated
during the winter when plankton was scarce and their
gestation period was around 3.5 years. Recent
research has suggested these estimates are too
extreme but it highlights how little we know about this
incredible species.

I had first planned to tag basking sharks in 1993,
however it was extremely difficult to find sharks for
tagging. In recent years there has been a large
increase in shark sightings and last year I dug out my
shark tags and successfully deployed two tags in
Kerry and five in Donegal. Encouraged by this success
myself and colleague Emmett Johnston, Wildlife
Conservation Ranger for the Inishowen peninsula,
successfully applied for a Heritage Council Wildlife
Grant to expand this tagging programme and explore
the movements and site fidelity of sharks in Ireland
and determine so life-history parametres.

Despite the poor weather this summer there have
been plenty of shark sightings and between June and
September we deployed 104 coloured numbered tags
mainly off Inishowen and the Blasket Islands. Yellow
tags were used in Donegal, green in Kerry and red in
Cork so even if only the colour is recorded we will
know in which county the shark was tagged. To date
we have had seven recoveries including locally at the
tag site after 10 days and from Scotland indicating the
shark moved 140km in 22 days.

We also obtained additional funding from Galway-
Mayo Institute of Technology and Crossing the Line
Films for two satellite tags to record the long-distance
movements of sharks in Ireland. Both satellite tags
were deployed off the Blaskets in July and are set to
detach from the shark after seven months. One shark
from the Isle of Man travelled 9,500 km in 90 days to
Newfoundland, so we wait to see where our sharks
will end after over twice this duration.

During our research we made a major
breakthrough with respect to obtaining samples for
genetic analysis. While tagging our boat was
occasionally hit by the shark’s huge tail. This left a
layer of black slime on the boat, which we scrapped
into a tube and sent to the geneticists to see if they
could extract DNA. They did; and we have now
perfected a technique for obtaining these slime
samples with a mop handle and oven scourer rubbed
gently along the shark. This has opened up the
potential for obtaining a large number of samples from
many sites and as the genetic diversity of basking
shark populations around the world seems incredibly
low, we can make a very important contribution to
shark conservation.

Basking sharks are protected in UK and Isle of
Man waters but they have no legal status in Irish law.
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Between 1950 and 1964,
9000 sharks were killed
with a record 1,808 killed
in 1952 alone.

Above: Between 1947 and 1975 there
was a thriving basking shark fishery
operating out of Achill Island, Co.
Mayo. The Irish Achill Island Basking
Shark Fishery initally used harpoons.
Later they started to use set-nets to
trap the sharks in shallow water, which
were then harpooned.



There are strong indications that the populations of
basking sharks in Ireland are still depleted. Basking
sharks are frequently caught in gill nets and while the
ban on salmon drift-nets should help significantly the
extent of interactions with other fisheries are poorly
known. Basking sharks are increasingly the subject of
marine tourism with operators taking people out to
observe these awesome creatures but this could
potentially cause significant disturbance. We are
working hard, with the Heritage Council, to provide the
relevant information required to support protection of
this magnificent ‘great fish of the sun’ in Ireland.

Dr. Simon Berrow is leader of the Irish Basking Shark
Project. For more details see www.baskingshark.ie.
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Top: Basking sharks are frequently caught in gill nets and while the ban on
salmon drift-nets should help considerably the extent of interactions with
other fisheries are poorly known. © Lucy Hunt

In July the team deployed two pop-up satellite
archival tags. These tags are electronic storage
devices that are attached at the base of the shark’s
dorsal fin and will record location, water temperature
and depth for 215 days. After this period the tag will
detach from the shark, float to the surface and relay
the data back to shore via the ARGOS satellite
system. The track of the shark is reconstructed
based on the timing of the setting of the sun and
sea-surface temperature. © Manx Basking Shark Watch
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No Glory, but some Hope



Grainne Shaffrey, Council member, shares her
experience in architectural conservation and urban
renewal and the positives for built heritage arising
from the prosperity years.

If we are to apply Emerson’s observation as a
metaphor for our economic activity in general, and
building output in particular, over the last fifteen years,
then the pace at which most things moved would
suggest that the ground was indeed very thin.
Thankfully, however, there were some
counterbalances operating against this whirlwind
amongst which have been some significant and solid
advancement in the field of built heritage.

A relatively even pace has characterised the
consolidation process of what was, until the Planning
and Development Act 1999 (the ‘Architectural Heritage
Act’), a relatively fragile pursuit. Now the statutory
procedures and modus operandi surrounding
‘conservation issues’ are well embedded within the
planning system.

A considerable skill base has been built up within
built heritage related institutions, professions and
crafts/trades. Skill and knowledge has been deepened
through practical experience and application.
Conservation accreditation has been formalised within
the architectural profession and allied skills, such as
the architectural historian, have rightly come to the
fore. An impressive portfolio of fine repair and
conservation projects has grown throughout the
country representing the considered investment and
commitment of public and private bodies as well as
community groups and individuals.

Initiatives such as the various conservation grant
schemes have not only provided a life-line for much of
our built heritage stock, they have facilitated informed
conservation practice, often through the conduit of the
‘free architectural aid’ to property owners, provided by
the local conservation officer, or the grant agency
advisory consultants. Furthermore, a network of small
contractors with a general skill base in traditional
construction now exists throughout the country. In the
mid 1990s any attempt to specify lime was generally
met with a certain incredulity and brought the risk of
undermining one’s professional credibility on site (I
know, I was there). This is now utterly changed.
Through the conservation grant schemes (allied to the
promotional and educational impetus of some notable
organisations firing the lime revival), the use of lime in
our traditional buildings is now universally accepted.

In several ways conservation practice has become
quite sophisticated and the carrying out of
conservation plans for many complex places of
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“In skating over thin ice, our safety is in our speed”
Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1841

“There is a tacit wisdom of
architecture and place making
accumulated in history and
tradition. However, in today’s
panicked rush for the new, we rarely
stop to listen to this wisdom.”
Juhani Pallasmaa, The Eyes of the Skin



heritage value (a process initiated and driven by the
Heritage Council), has helped to expand our
appreciation of heritage to embrace some of the more
intangible aspects. Indeed, architectural heritage is
now more commonly considered within the broader
scope of cultural heritage. Thus a more integrated
approach to our heritage is now seen as the
appropriate entry-point to understanding, appreciating
and, ultimately, protection.

Despite the many positives which can be taken
from the last fifteen years, there remain many sizeable
challenges ahead. Some relate directly to the current
economic crisis, others are deeper and apply to some
of the evolved practices and attitudes relating to the
built heritage as well as the attitudes of the broader

Irish community to their built heritage.

The prevailing economic situation causes
immediate concern for our built heritage. Not just that
money is lacking to sustain the various programmes of
conservation and repair, established and still
necessary to establish – and indeed this is a serious
concern – but with the very real condition that this
country simply has too many buildings at present,
much of our historic building stock, without the
necessary support through government policy and
incentive, may gradually become obsolete through
favour given to more recently completed buildings.
This scenario is already threatening many of our
historic town centres, where the main streets have
high levels of vacancy. And it is not just the smaller
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Skills and experience gained over
the last decade have allowed for
the successful restoration of
many buildings throughout the
country. This classical style,
catholic church in Callan, Co.
Kilkenny is just one example.
© Colm Murray

© Maura Shaffery

Despite the many
positives which can be
taken from the last fifteen
years, there remain many
sizeable challenges
ahead.



urban centres which are experiencing this – our major
cities have notable vacancy rates amongst notable
buildings. Vacancy is a malign condition for historic
buildings, as the well worn adage advises, the building
most at risk is the one not in use. If the main policy
energy goes towards realising economic value from
the major development sites/property portfolios, then
‘main street’ Ireland may be relegated in priority. This
is where the belief that successful citizenship evolves
from an holistic combining of the social, cultural and
economic is needed to inform and guide policy.

While there is no doubt that appreciation and
awareness of heritage amongst the broader
community has grown in recent years, and the
Heritage Council surveys confirm this, there are often
contradictions between our stated appreciation and
our practice. A simple example is maintenance. This
remains a challenge for the individual property owner
as well as the institutional owner. Implementation of a
preventative maintenance regime – the ‘stitch in
time…’ principle – remains an elusive goal for many
owners/managers of historic property portfolios.
Equally, I believe we do not, as a society, sufficiently
value our built heritage as a resource. A resource
which includes the functional remit of buildings, which
is, after all, their ‘raison d’être’. Use and usefulness, in
terms of built heritage, is a critical value.

In Jane Jacob’s seminal book The Death and Life
of Great American Cities she cites four conditions for
diversity in a city district, one of which is that the
district must mingle buildings that vary in age and
condition, including a good proportion of old ones. To
quote: “Cities need old buildings so badly it is
probably impossible for vigorous streets and districts
to grow without them. By old buildings I mean not
museum-piece old buildings, not old buildings in an
excellent and expensive state of rehabilitation –
although these make fine ingredients- but also a good
lot of plain, ordinary, low-value old buildings, including
some rundown old buildings.” Her argument runs on
socio-economic grounds, that if an area only has new
buildings, the uses that can exist are linked to those
that can support the high-cost of the new
construction. This influences rental and purchase cost,

which directly limits the type of operation which can
afford these costs, either because they are highly
profitable, or highly subsidised. This tends to preclude
the low-key and one-off uses, which add dynamism
and distinctiveness to a place as well as being
“necessary to the safety and public life of streets and
neighbourhoods, and appreciated for their
convenience and personal quality”.

And beyond the prosaic values of use, there is the
way in which a new use can ignite an historic building
or complex, whose original use may be redundant.

There are now well established modes of practice
for built heritage conservation and these mostly, and
rightly, observe the guidance laid down by
international charters and conventions and our
statutory guidance provided by the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government. There
is, in my view, however capacity to augment methods
of practice and now might provide some ‘thinking
time’ to consider what this might entail. At the recent
International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS) Annual Maura Shaffrey lecture delivered by
ICOMOS President Gustavo Aroaz spoke about a
paradigm shift occurring in how we value our heritage.
Historically heritage has been seen as being of the
material, with historic and aesthetic values to the fore.
Today a shift has occurred towards the more
intangible values. Aroaz noted that our traditional
methods for protecting heritage were drafted to suit
the material aspects (or ‘vessels of significance’ as he
names them) of heritage and these are not really
suitable when applied to the intangible ‘vessels’. As
president, Aroaz is instigating a membership wide
debate to inform how new methods might be
developed to address this conundrum. This debate is
healthy and that it is being carried out within such an
informed and experienced body as ICOMOS gives
hope for the future of conservation thinking and
practice. It is likely that new skills and specialisms will
be needed – sociology, anthropology, cultural theory,
economics – and this no doubt will enrich the sector.

Returning to the more prosaic aspects, I have
been developing over the last few years a number
of personal conservation principles, which are
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Many of our town centres are
being threatened by high
levels of vacancy, as people
opt for new modern buildings
on their outskirts.
© Colm Murray



used as an adjunct to the existing guidance to
inform our architectural practice. These are
certainly not exhaustive and the list is not
complete, however below are some of the more
general of these principles:

Architectural conservation is a design process:
Sometimes change will be minimal, other times
significant, what is required is the ability to make
design interventions appropriate to the specific
circumstance.

Informed Decisions: The design process is all about
making decisions. Conservation architecture is all
about making informed decisions - good decisions are
generally made on good information. Avoid
uninformed assumptions. Research, survey, observe,
understand. Then make decisions to change or, to just
leave as is.

Architectural historical research is not an end in
itself: Research can provide clues for where and how
to intervene, alter, build, etc. Research should be done
upfront. The creative instinct is not diminished, rather
it can be bolstered through deeper knowledge and
understanding. Background research and survey
should inform design decisions, not seek to justify
them retrospectively.

Good architecture arises from project specific
solutions: This is nowhere more important than with
historic buildings and historic contexts. Design
solutions should be tailored to the particularities of the
project and place.

The conservation of our built heritage should be a
collaborative process: Architects working together,
architectural historians, engineers, building fabric

specialists. This collaborative process also extends to
include the practitioner, the craftsman, the user.

Craftmanship: Richard Sennett, in the first of his
three volume study of material culture The Craftsman,
makes the claim that material culture matters, that
people can learn about themselves through the things
they make, that craftsmanship names an enduring,
basic human impulse, the desire to do a job well for its
own sake. He also reaffirms Thomas Aquinas’ view of
the intimate connection between hand and head –
“every craftsman conducts a dialogue between
concrete practices and thinking: this dialogue evolves
into sustaining habits and these habits establish a
rhythm between problem solving and problem
finding.” And he argues there is nothing inevitable
about becoming skilled. It takes practice, time and
thought. Skill is a trained practice and we build skill
through practice. We need to respect and support
craftsmanship.

The role of memory: Historic buildings and places
are repositories of memory, sometimes personal, often
collective. Aldo Rossi states that you can read a city’s
history through its monuments, others might argue
that it is through the city’s more modest buildings that
society’s history can be read. Walter Benjamin wrote
“every trace of the past that is not recognised in the
present threatens to disappear irretrievably”.While it is
important not to over-sentimentalise the historic – the
charge of a place derives often from the tensions
which can exist between old and new, permanence, or
continuance and change – sometimes it is appropriate
to retain buildings for the influence they may have –
more likely to lead to a specific ‘sense of place’.
Sometimes it is not buildings, but other traces which
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might be retained and integrated – historic routes,
entrances, street-lines, natural heritage features. Site
plans might be generated from known archaeological,
ecological and urban layers. Our cities and towns are
accumulations of meaning – personal and collective –
held within the fabric, spaces, and monuments. We
must weave into this structure.

The value of the ordinary in achieving diversity –
architectural, social and economic: and here Jane
Jacobs’ thesis, as described above, applies. Equally,
we can learn from our traditional architecture.

Modesty is a virtue – as is restraint: Subtlety can
pay significant dividends to architecture and society.

Comfortable fit: More often than not, successful
solutions arise when alterations respond to existing
proportions or maintain the relationship between
interior and façade. Occasionally a specific use of
particular value will justify more significant intervention
– the challenge here is to satisfy the next principle.

The aesthetic whole:Where making additions or
interventions to historic built contexts, it is most
important to achieve an overall architectural quality
and coherence. It is not just about the impact on the
existing, it is also about the architectural quality and
integrity of the entire altered building or complex.

Use and usefulness:Where a historic building is
adapted to a new use, and in particular where a new
use may provide an important cultural or social
function of public value – as is often the case with
historic building conversions – it is important that both
building and function serve each other well. A good
new use can add value to an historic building.
Therefore, there is a need to understand the

possibilities and limitations of change within the
priorities of function.

Architecture is a social art: its raison d’être is to
make places better for people. Thus the practice of
architecture should be underpinned by a spirit of
generosity.

To conclude, two notes of optimism and
inspiration. Firstly, from France, the provision by
President Nicolas Sarkozy’s government of an extra
€100m spending on France’s cultural heritage,
announced as part of the state’s economic
regeneration strategy – promoting employment,
business and skills at a local level.

Secondly, the recent publication of the
Government Policy on Architecture 2009 – 2015
brings a welcome formal commitment to supporting
our built heritage. What is particularly welcome,
however, is its recognition of the contribution and
relevance of our built heritage to making sustainable
communities (a key objective of this and other
Government policies). Further, landscape and urban
design – including our designed landscapes and
historic towns – are embraced as key components of
the policy. Properly resourced, the Heritage Council
has an important role to play in the implementation of
this policy, both through direct action and through
advocacy.

Gráinne Shaffrey
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the building most at risk
is the one not in use.
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Mike Brown moved with his family to the West Cork
village of Courtmacsherry in 1974 and has lived here
since then. Mike was fascinated by the natural world
from a very early age and his move to rural Ireland
enhanced and encouraged that interest. He first
picked up a camera when he was in his late twenties
and with no formal training he became a full-time
photographer in 1992. Since then he has been
involved in many aspects of professional photography
and still undertakes a number of commercial
assignments.

Over the last ten years Mike has combined his
love for nature and landscapes with his passion and
talent for photography. In Ireland we are lucky enough
to have places where we can see wildlife and un-spoilt
landscapes quite easily, and no place better than on
Mike’s doorstep in West Cork. The wild beauty and the
empty spaces on this coastline always fascinated him
and it has been a long time ambition of his to dedicate
a book to the place he calls home. The book is a
collection of images taken over a number of years,
with many long days spent in the field to capture the
image at exactly that crucial moment. With some local
village scenes captured, the emphasis is on showing
the wild and hidden gems that the west cork coastline
has to offer.

Wild Water, Wild Light is a collection of stunning
landscape images of the West Cork coastline by
award winning photographer Mike Brown. Mike has
previously published two highly acclaimed books of
Irish wildlife and nature images, Ireland’s Wildlife - A
Photographic Essay in 2002 and Images of Irish
Nature in 2006. In this new book Mike explores the
wild coastline of West Cork where he has lived for
over 35 years, capturing its ever changing moods and
the wonderful light that comes from being on the edge
of the Atlantic Ocean. Mike has won many awards for
his work including the Irish Professional
Photographers Association ‘Photographer of the Year
Award’, the ESB Environmental Photography Awards,
and he has been a Fuji Masterpiece Photographer
three times.

For more details you can contact Mike Brown Photography,
29 Ashe St., Clonakilty, Co. Cork. Tel. 023-8835782 Email:
mike@mikebrownphotography.com

Gallery
Wild Water, Wild Light
By Mike Brown
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The Abbey at Timoleague reflects in the calm waters of the Argideen river estuary
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A moody evening at Garrettstown beach

Gallery



51www.heritagecouncil.ie

A field of poppies adds a splash of colour to a view of Clonakilty
bay from Duneen

Looking across Dunlough bay to the northern side of Mizen head

Wild clouds fill the sky at Howe strand near Kilbrittain
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Blue clouds hang over the Beara peninsula as dusk falls at Sheep's head

Gallery
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A rainbow gives notice of an approaching shower on a bright
morning between Durrus and Ahakista on Dunmanus bay
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Sunrise at the Fastnet Rock

Gallery
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The tide pushes in on a wild and stormy evening at Barleycove

A strange sky hangs over Ring near Clonakilty
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Wild Things at School
Cast your mind back to primary school and to a topic
that grabbed your attention. Why do you recall it with
such clarity? For instance, I vividly remember been
taught about the planets and the constellations in
Fourth Class. It was the teacher’s enthusiasm for the
stars and his descriptions, as well as the ideas he had
about how to explain these to us that resulted in one
of the best lessons I ever had. I still remember the
drawings we did.

Wild Things at School brings Eanna Ni Lamhna’s
infectious enthusiasm and knowledge of nature
directly to primary school teachers, so that they can
add to their repertoire for nature classes and inspire
their pupils about wild things. This new book,
beautifully illustrated by Christine Warner is bursting
with information, but laid out easily so that an entire
school can follow the programme which is in line with
the Living Things strand of the Science Curriculum.

Wild Things at School brings forty-eight species
to life on its pages, with six wild things to learn for
each class. Eanna Ni Lamhna’s vivid description for
each includes science as well as bits of folklore, a ‘To
Do’ section and is accompanied by a colour
illustration. Every class from junior infants to sixth can
learn two plants, a tree, an animal, a bird and of
course, a creepie crawlie. Junior infants will learn the
daisy, dandelion, horse chestnut, hedgehog, robin and
ladybird. Sixth class can learn herb robert, cow
parsley, birch, deer, crows and the wasp.

None of the wild things in the book are
endangered. They are all common species and should
be easy to find in the school grounds or close by.
Teachers are encouraged in the ‘To do’ sections to
conduct easy field studies and other experiments with
their classes.

This book can be the seed for a life long
appreciation of nature. If children leave primary school
knowing 48 common species, it will help them to
understand and appreciate local habitats and
biodiversity. And if you know and can find common
things, it is easier to spot the unusual plant or bird or
the rarity that needs special conditions and protection.
Following the wild things at school programme will
help children entering secondary school to take up
ecology modules in science with a new confidence,
and may be the foundation path for many new
ecologists or botanists in the future.

You can pick up a copy ofWild Things at School
from your local education centre.

Wild Things at School is a County Heritage Plan
project by Laois, Meath and Monaghan County
Councils and has been supported by the Heritage
Council.

Heritage News
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New Bat DVD. Knowing, Studying
and Conserving The Bats of Ireland
This innovative DVD introduces the viewer to the world
of bats in Ireland. The initial documentary on these
much maligned mammals outlines the worldwide
usefulness of these animals and puts the Irish species
into context with Europe. The life history of Ireland’s
bats is outlined as are threats to their continued
existence and ways on how we can all help to
conserve them.

The second section is a visual field guide to each
of Ireland’s known bat species and shows how to
identify them in the hand. Features of confusing
species are highlighted using bespoke artwork, still
photography and video to make identification easy.
The third section shows how to safely capture and
release a bat that has accidentally entered a dwelling
or become grounded.

This 83min documentary is an essential resource
for all bat enthusiasts, amateur naturalists, Ecological
Consultants and Mammalogists.

It is produced by well know bat expert and
naturalist Conor Kelleher & Jim Wilson who are
donating 100% of funds raised through sales of the
DVD to Bat Conservation Ireland. For further details
contact: conorkelleher@eircom.net.

The Magical Book Trail
Between 2000 and 2009 Kildare author, Anita Hendy
wrote a series of children’s books: The magic of an
Irish... Cottage, Bog, Castle, Canal and Church. All of
these books are about the area where she lives, a
special un-spoilt place called The Bog of Allen.

In writing these books Anita wished to bring her
love of Irish Heritage to the World. Each book
combines history, theology, imagination and fun and
all are complimented by oil paintings and sketches
throughout. To truly bring these stories to life a new
Book Trail has opened in the Parish of Allen.

The trail (40 minutes from Dublin) begins in the
village of Robertstown going via canal walk, to
Lowtown, a well known lock and boat harbour. From
here it passes the house where Anita wrote the book
series, before leading you to the locations that
inspired the popular tales – from Ballyteague Castle to
Allen Church, Ballyteague Bog and the Grand Canal.

This fun trail is a nature paradise, which will
refresh the spirits of anyone who travels along it. It is
approximately 13 miles of a circle and takes you
through a sample of the rich heritage that this area has
to offer. It can be walked, cycled, traveled by boat,
car, or bus, but whatever way chosen be sure to take
the books along to stop and read as you wander
through. Entry is Free and it can be enjoyed by people
of all ages. A perfect family day out.

Books are available from www.anitahendy.com
and in all shops in the Parish of Allen.

Heritage News



58 The Heritage Council

The Hunt is on for Ireland’s Heritage
Trees
A survey of the Heritage Trees of Ireland is being
undertaken by the Tree Council of Ireland in
association with, and part-funded by, The Heritage
Council, Crann and The Irish Tree Society. We are
looking for help in finding out about as many trees as
possible and would be extremely grateful if you could
tell us about any you know of and forward this request
to as many people as possible. For example, historical
societies, archaeological groups, community groups
or environmental groups. A heritage tree can be
defined as one of cultural, ecological or historical
interest because of its age, size or condition. The
project is being undertaken as an extension of the
Tree Register of Ireland, which is a record of Ireland’s
Champion Trees.

We want our heritage and ancient trees to survive
as long as possible and to do this we need to protect
them. The only way we can do this is to know where
they are. We need to find them, map them,
photograph them and record them.

We want to hear about giant, important,
mysterious, sacred, historical, fabulous, bizarre-
looking or ancient trees, and generally trees with a
story! There are all sorts of trees that would qualify for
inclusion, for example: rag trees; hanging trees; trees
at holy wells, military trees (planted in military
formation to commemorate battles); those of
exceptional girth, height or age; any associated with
historical events, people or structures; and those
which are important to a community.

Some of the most well-known examples are the
‘Hungry’ Tree at King’s Inns, Dublin which is a London
plane that appears to be consuming a bench; Lady
Gregory’s ‘Autograph’ Tree at Coole Park, South
Galway, a copper beech which has been signed by
WB Yeats, his brother Jack, George Bernard Shaw,
the poet John Masefield, Sean O’Casey and other
famous people. However, not all heritage trees are so
dramatic; they can, in fact, be quite unremarkable in
appearance. For example, a lone hawthorn tree has
been included in the survey as it marks the summit of
Freestone Hill, Co. Kilkenny and folklore prevents its
removal.

If anyone has information on any trees like these
we would be delighted to hear from you. You can
contact us on the website www.treecouncil.ie or email
Kate Crane: cranoggin@eircom.net or Tel. 01 4931313
(Tree Council of Ireland).

Heritage News
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Opposite Page Top: A hawthorn at St.
Mary’s Well, Rosserk Abbey, Ballina,
Co. Mayo. This arboricultural curiosity is
growing out of the stone roof of a holy
well grotto.

Opposite Page Bottom: A very old
larch tree growing at Moone, County
Kildare. It is only 5m tall but 21m wide
and, according to local knowledge, this
is due to compaction caused by turkeys
that used to roost in the crown.

Above: Beech trees at Monaincha
Abbey, Rosscrea, Co. Tipperary, planted
in the 18th Century around the abbey. It
is believed that this was the 'island of
the living', where no man died but
females died upon arrival.

Left:What looked to be a tree covered
Rath, on closer inspection turned out to
be an ancient graveyard on a mound on
a ridge of the hills that link up with
Loughcrew. It has segregated sections
for the Catholics and Protestants. It is
bound by an intact old stone wall. In
Ballinacree, Oldcastle, Co. Meath.

Images © Kate Crane
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Cork Heritage Open Day
Cork City celebrated its most successful Heritage
Week yet, with over 25 exciting and fun heritage
related events, organised through out the city by Cork
City Council, community groups, heritage and
historical societies and individuals. The aim of these
events was to raise awareness, appreciation and
knowledge of Heritage in Cork City

One of the highlights of the week was, Cork
Heritage Open Day which was held on Saturday 29th
of August. Now in its fifth year, this event celebrates
the amazing architecture and history of the Built
Heritage in Cork City when, for one day only, 34
buildings open their doors free of charge. Members of
the public are allowed a glimpse of some of Cork’s
most facinating buildings ranging from the Medieval to
the Military, the Civic to the Commercial and the
Educational to the Ecclesiastical. The 2009
programme included many of the favourite buildings
from previous years e.g. Elizabeth Fort, the Masonic

Lodge, Custom House and the Unitarian Church to
name a few and some new additions which included
the Elysian, Webworks, the Cork Opera House and
Heineken Murphy’s Brewery.

Cork Heritage Open Day 2009 was greeted with
great enthusiasm by building owners and members of
the public alike with an estimated 5000 people
participating in the day.

Cork City Council acknowledges and thanks all of
the building owners and proprietors with out whose
generosity and support, this special event could not
take place and also the Heritage Council who
financially supported the event

This event is an action from the Cork City Heritage
Plan 2007-2012.

For further information see www.corkheritageopenday.ie,
Tel. 021 492 4018 or email heritage@corkcity.ie

Heritage News

Above: Cork Opera House

Far Left: Cork Court House

Left: Cork Trinity Presbyterian Church
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The New Life of Canalboat 107B
Just over five years ago Canalboat 107B came back
to life. Originally weighed in Killaloe on 21st January
1930, she is believed to have been built in Ringsend
and operated by one Michael Fennell, trading between
Carlow and Dublin. She bade farewell to canal
navigation in March 1955 to take up residence on the
River Barrow for the final phase of her working life. By
1969 she had disappeared out of sight. Then, an
advertisement offering two canal boats for sale
appeared in the Irish Press. Robertstown, on the
Grand Canal was experiencing a re-birth of interest in
its canal heritage led by a priest Father PJ Murphy. A
local committee inspected the two boats at Mooncoin
and purchased both from Roadstone. £700 was paid
for Canalboat 107B and she began the next phase of
her varied career. In July 1969 a group from
Robertstown towed both boats to St Mullins for initial
repairs and in that winter, work began in Robertstown
to convert 107B to a passenger vessel. In July 1971
Mrs Barbara Castle, a member of the British
Government, launched the 107B, re-naming her ‘The
Emily'. In the 70's she plied the canal carrying many
dignitaries and hundreds of ordinary folk, particularly
during the Grand Canal Festa. But by 1980, her glory
days passed once again as The Emily was damaged
by fire. In ‘87 ownership passed to DERTO (Dublin
Eastern Regional Tourist Organisation) and in 1992 to
MERTO (Midland and Eastern Regional Tourist
Organisation).

Rescue and Rebirth

The Emily lay abandoned and derelict for over 20
years in the Lowtown/Robertstown area, until in
November 2004 she was offered to a group of canal
enthusiasts attached to the Offaly Branch of the Inland
Waterway Association of Ireland (IWAI). The 107B
Project Group decided to rebuild 107B as a floating
exhibition centre/museum, for festival and boat rally
attendance on the waterways to promote the Grand
Canal.

The handover took place at Lowtown in November
2004. A dry dock visit in Tullamore in 2005 to inspect
the hull showed a sizeable effort would be required to
restore the boat. Moved to Shannon Harbour dry
dock, February 2006 saw volunteer welders (bringing
steel with them!) coming from as far away as Antrim
and Enniskillen. Despite the lack of funds, enthusiasm
and some long days and nights saw the rust removed,
and painting and prep for replacement of the bilges
and bow. Sunday 2nd April 2006 was a momentous
day when 107B was re-painted on the bow! That
summer saw her first re-appearances at the
Boatmen's Reunions in Shannon Harbour and
Banagher.

Since then the boat has been re-painted, a
wooden floor installed and various mechanical
problems addressed. Lack of funds meant that in
many cases, members of the project team dug into
their own pockets and progress continued. Recently
107B received some help from Waterways Ireland and
has seen Carlow for the Boatmen's Reunion in 2007
and Athy for the Water Festival. 2008 saw 107B at
various rallies and funding for the re-vamp of her
superstructure was secured by Offaly IWAI and Kildare
IWAI. 2009 sees her at the Float to the Fleadh in
Tullamore, the Ballycommon Rally, and a proposed re-
enactment of an iconic photo of 107B at the 9th Lock,
Grand Canal, originally taken in 1954.

2009 is the 50th anniversary of the formal closure
of the Grand Canal for trading purpose by instruction
of CIE, and the 5 year anniversary of 107B’s most
recent re-birth. While leisure boaters, waterways
agencies and interested groups keep the Grand Canal
somewhat alive, the people behind Canalboat 107B
hope to commemorate and celebrate the Canal’s rich
history with the boat resurrected as a floating
museum, funds permitting!

For further information on the project or to keep up-to-
date with the location of 107b see:
www.107bonline.com
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July 1971: Robertstown: Tom Anderson with his Grandchildren, Tom, Peggy
& Mary on 107B. Tom was the Engineman.

Emerging from Hull work in Shannon Harbour. Images © Catriona Hillard
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Launch of the Irish Sporting
Heritage Project

Roisín Higgins
Sporting sites barely feature in the impressive National
Inventory of Architectural Heritage. It includes some
handball alleys, boat clubs, a handful of golf clubs,
and interesting sites like Tralee Superbowl and the
now disused Pavillion in Offaly.

However, the landscape of sport in Ireland is a
vital part of the country’s history and heritage. The
places in which people have played are where
communities are consolidated, identities formed and
societies shaped. Because they have been associated
with leisure these spaces have often been seen as
less important, or marginal, compared to the stages of
high politics, commerce or religion.

Yet, sporting sites can tell us a great deal about
how societies are organised by class, gender, religion
and social status. The Irish Sporting Heritage Project
is in the process of gathering information for a national
database which will provide a comprehensive
representation of the sporting landscape since the
mid-nineteenth century. The project will gather
information on all sports including those such as
cricket and tennis which were once among the most
popular pastimes in Ireland and the project will include
all venues from boxing rings to international stadiums.
Sporting sites are linked to the social and cultural
landscape and they are also often the lynchpin of
economic development. Sites such as golf courses
and race tracks drive the local economy and pull
economic and infrastructural development towards
them.

The location of golf courses in Ireland is
inextricably linked to the development of railways.
Their early development also reflects the positioning of
the British army in Ireland at the end of the nineteenth
century and, throughout its history, golf has been
linked to the development of tourism. Therefore golf
courses operate as part of a nexus of political, social
and economic forces.

Other parts of the heritage have grown out of
rubble. Hill 16 in Croke Park was reinforced by some
of the ruins on Sackville Street which were a result of
the Easter Rising. In another act of recycling the Nally
Stand, originally constructed in Croke Park in 1952,
moved to a new home in Carrickmore, Co. Tyrone in
2007. The GAA across the country has linked its
grounds to history and locality through the naming of
venues and stands. The GAA pitch, in almost every
parish, acts as the unique signature of Ireland’s
sporting heritage.

Those who are members of clubs and

Heritage News

The opposition of Shamrock Rovers supporters to the selling of their ground
in Milltown in Dublin in 1987 almost bankrupted the club. A memorial has
been erected by fans at the former site and demonstrates the importance of
the built heritage in the locality. © Roisín Higgins



associations understand the significance of the
sporting site. Many local club grounds in Ireland were
not purchased until the 1960s and 1970s. The building
of facilities, however basic, marked an important
departure for clubs – requiring hours of fundraising
through social gatherings which added to a sense of
community and commitment. Sometimes the decision
was taken to prioritise the building of a clubhouse
instead of laying out a pitch in order to generate
funds. This, as in the case of Co. Cavan Rugby Club,
created as many problems as it solved. However,
when the grounds at Swellan Park were opened in
1992, the President Thomas Young noted that, “Quite
simply they [the members] achieved what many of us
thought at various times was not possible. The Club’s
accomplishment is all the more gratifying because we
did it our way – from the planning to the execution.
Wherever possible the talents and skills within the
Club were used, together with machinery and money
made available by members”.

The link between the sporting location and
supporters is not necessarily lessened when that site
is a stadium. When the Development Committee
attempted to sell the naming rights of Thomond Park
in Limerick to the highest bidder in 2007 no sponsor
could be found. The hostility of Munster fans to
renaming the ground made it an unattractive
proposition for any business. This was an
extraordinary victory for supporter power.

Health and safety issues as well as commercial
considerations have led to the redevelopment of a
great deal of Ireland’s sporting heritage. Changes to
the landscape are destroying a rich nineteenth and
twentieth century legacy. The rugby and soccer
stadium in Landsdowne Road, which is being
completely refurbished and renamed, was the world’s
oldest international sports venue. It was originally
multi-sport and included a cinder track for athletics, a
cricket pitch, croquet green, three football pitches and
facilities for archery and lawn tennis. The first rugby
match played at the ground was an inter provincial
between Leinster and Munster in December 1876.

Despite its centrality to Irish life, no inventory of
sporting heritage currently exists. The Irish Sporting
Heritage project has been set up to undertake this
task. Funded by the Department of Arts, Sport and
Tourism, it is compiling a database of all sporting
sites, existing and historical, over the past 150 years.
It will identify sports of all traditions and social
classes. The project will produce an online searchable
database for use by the general public. Users will be
able to search the database by sport and by county.
The website will also feature a ‘Top Ten’ section in
each county and the project would like people to
nominate the sites they think should be on this list.

A website currently allows members of the public
to submit information to the Irish Sporting Heritage
Project. We are appealing to people to provide
information and photographs on sporting sites in their

locality. This is a vast project and the support of the
public is a crucial element. We are looking for
information on the obscure as well as the well-known.
We are also keen to receive information on sites that
are no longer used for sport but continue to hold a
special meaning in local or national memory. We are
interested in receiving information about all sports in
all parts of the country. Sport is an important part of
Ireland’s heritage and it is hoped that this project will
raise an awareness of its centrality in the nation’s
history and culture.

The website address is
www.irishsportingheritage.com For more
information contact: Dr Roisín Higgins,
Higgins@irishsportingheritage.com Tel. 01 614 7452.
Irish Sporting Heritage, Boston College-Ireland, 42
St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2.
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AIRFIELD
Kilmacud Road Upper, Dundrum, Dublin 14

Education though the seasons at Airfield

September signals the start of shorter days and long winter
nights but at Airfield it also means the welcome return of our
seasonal educational programme for schools. Last year almost
6,000 students participated in Airfield’s schools programme,
guided by one of our experienced education team through
Airfield’s farm and formal gardens.

Airfield is committed to providing a range of high quality
opportunities for students of all ages. Age specific curriculum
programmes have been developed for pre-school, Primary
level, Transition Year and Leaving Cert. All programmes
encourage participants to use their own curiosity and powers of
investigation to discover the beauty and power of nature and its
relevance to their own lives. All education programmes are
based outdoors come rain or shine so please make sure to
dress appropriately. Demand is high so please book early.
Contact paula@airfield.ie or on 01-2984301 for details of
individual programmes, prices and to book.

Young Artists ‘The Winter Garden’

Create a magical garden on Airfield’s grounds with artist Jane
Groves. You will use wire, fabric and recycled materials to
create fantastical insects, blooms and a gardenscape inspired
by artist Andy Goldsworthy and the garden of artist Derek
Jarman. You will also create pieces to bring home.

Saturday Mornings November 14, 21 & 28. €20 per session.
8-12yrs. 10am-12.30pm.

Sunday 22 November. Hibernation and preparing for spring –
Come along and help as we plant bulbs for the springtime.
12.30-4pm.

Saturday 28 November. Green Fingers, Airfields Young
Gardeners’ Club. A morning spent with the Airfield Gardeners
creating and tending the Young Gardeners plot. We will
continue to maintain the garden, grow flowers, fruit and
vegetables from seed, plant bulbs for spring, and make food for
the birds this winter. €15 per session. 8-11yrs. 10am-12.30pm.

Sunday 29 November. Hibernation and preparing for spring –
Feeding and bedding the animals – join our farmer as he goes
about his routine. 12.30-4pm.

For more information on events, prices and to book Email.
booking@airfield.ie Tel. 01-298 4301 or log on to
www.airfield.ie
Main Pic: Every Wednesday at 2pm you can enjoy a Garden Tour at Airfield.

Airfield is Dublin’s only working urban farm. Visitors of all ages can experience
what it is like to be on a farm whilst in the middle of the city.
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IRISH WILDLIFE TRUST
Sunday 15 November. ‘Crazy Furniture’ - Make rustic
furniture using natural materials around the woods. Turvey
Park, 6am.

Saturday 28 November. ‘Wet and Wild’ – Pond creation at
Ashtown wetland meadows nature reserve. 10am start.

Sunday 29 November. ‘Autumn Colours’ – A woodland art
workshop. Come and be creative using natural material
found around the park. Newbridge Park 10-11:30am, Marlay
Park 2-3:30pm.

Saturday 5 December. ‘Christmas Wreath’ – Make a
Christmas wreath at Marlay Park. Booking essential. 10-
12pm.

Sunday 6 December. ‘Woodland Management’ – Christmas
decorations and Christmas party. Ashtown wetland meadow
nature reserve. 11am start.

Saturday 12 December. ‘Christmas Wreath’ – Make a
Christmas wreath at Turvey Park, 10-11:30am and at Deer
park, 2-3.30pm. Booking essential.

For more information and to make a booking contact
Andrew on 087 3299936, email education@iwt.ie or see
www.iwt.ie.
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Irish Wildlife Trust ‘Autumn Colours’
Sunday 29 November



NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND –
COUNTRY LIFE
Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo

Thursday 19 November. Basket Making for Beginners. Join
Linda Scott and learn how to transform willow into a small,
functional basket on this one-day course. Adults only.
9.30am-5pm.

Friday 20 November. The Knitting Circle. Exchange
patterns, learn new techniques, bring along your knitting
and join in. All ages welcome, children under 12 must be
accompanied by adults. 11am-1pm.

Sunday 22 November. The GAA – A People’s History. Join
Mike Cronin, Boston College, GAA Oral History Project to
understand the GAA through the oral history of the people
and the community. All ages welcome, children under 12
must be accompanied by adults. 2.30-3.30pm.

Saturday 28 November. Connaught Textile Crafters. Come
along to meet the group or join them for the day by bringing
your own knitting, crochet, felting etc. Focus on Free
Embroidery with Sheliah Peel. 11am-4pm.

Friday 4 December. Clay Weaving Workshop for Juniors.
Learn about the different types of baskets in the Museum’s
handling collection and weave a basket from clay with
Tommy Casby. Children under 6 must be accompanied by
an adult. 3.30-4.30pm.

Sunday 6 December. The Holly Bears a Berry. A concert
celebrating the coming of Christmas through traditional
tunes and songs with musician Emer Mayock and guests. All
ages welcome. 2.30-4pm.

Tuesday 8 December. Christmas Wreaths and Decorations.
Day Course. Adults only. 10am-4.45pm.

Saturday 12 December. Prepare for Christmas with one of
our workshops, 11.30am-12.30pm and join staff from the
Education & Outreach Department to make Christmas cards,
2.30-3.30pm.

Wednesday 16 December. Christmas Carol Performance.
Enjoy traditional Christmas carols with the Foxford National
School Band. All ages welcome. 2.30-4.30pm.

Sunday 20 December. Cór Mahaigh Eo performance. Come
along and listen to the Mayo Choir perform songs, tunes
and carols. Something for everyone, with a mixture of choral
work and traditional music. All ages welcome. 2.30-3.30pm.

Sunday 3 January. Theatrical Performance: The Mummer’s
Play. Watch the Sligo ‘Sidhe Gaoithe’ Mummers bring life to
such characters as St. Patrick, Brian Boru and many more in
this traditional Mummer’s play. 2.30-3.30pm.

For more information or to make a booking contact the
Bookings Office. Tel. 094 903 1751. Fax. 094 903 1498.
Email: educationph@museum.ie Website: www.museum.ie

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND –
ARCHAEOLOGY
Kildare St., Dublin

Saturday 28 November. Adult Gallery Talk on Celtic Gods
and Sacrifices: The Corleck Head and the Gundestrup
Cauldron. Join Marie Plisnier, NMI, to learn more about
religion, iconography and sacrifices in the Celtic World. Age
14+. 12pm-12.30pm.

Friday 18 December.Winter Activity Trail. Why not drop in

as a family and challenge yourself to find answers to our
winter activity sheet trail over the month of December. No
booking required. Trails available at reception & Activity Cart
on the first floor. All ages welcome. All day.

Sunday 20 December. My Museum Family Programme: A
Medieval Christmas Fair. Experience the magical tastes,
smells and sights of a Medieval Christmas Fair. Meet market
sellers of a bye-gone era as they peddle their wares. No
booking required. All ages welcome. 2-5pm.

Wednesday 30 December. Christmas Holiday Art
Workshop: Old Bones and Gold. Discover the sacred shrines
of the Medieval period and once inspired, create your own
vision. Booking is required. Ages 7-12. 2-3pm.

Friday 1 & Saturday 2 January. Riddle of the Stones Tour.
This tour explores the Neolithic in Ireland, which brought
with it the building of great stones monuments, aligned to
the sun and decorated with enigmatic markings. No booking
required. All ages welcome. 12pm.

For more information or to make a booking contact the
Bookings Office. Tel. 01 648 6453. Fax. 01 679 1025. Email:
bookings@museum.ie Website: www.museum.ie

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND -
DECORATIVE ARTS & HISTORY
Collins Barracks, Dublin

Sunday 29 November. Hands on History. Fun family
learning with the Museum’s collection of objects especially
for handling. Please note that places are limited and are
allocated on a first come, first served basis. Age 5+. 3pm.

Saturday 5 December. Adult Gallery Talk with Lar Joye,
NMI, in Soldiers and Chiefs: The Irish War of Independence
90th Anniversary of the Ashtown Ambush. Adults only
please. 12pm.

Sunday 6 December. Family Tour. Free themed tour for
family groups. Please note that places are limited and are
allocated on a first come, first served basis. Ages 6+. 3pm.

Saturday 12 December. Christmas Open Day. Festive day
of carol singing with the much loved Lassus Scholars and
Piccolo Lasso. Family Workshops, Seasonal Gallery Talk and
a Christmas Trail. A day for everyone! All ages welcome. All
Day.

Sunday 13 December. Hands on History. Fun family
learning with the Museum’s collection of objects especially
for handling. Please note that places are limited and are
allocated on a first come, first served basis. Age 5+. 3pm.

Sunday 20 December. My Museum: Festive Fun: A flight of
imagination. Join us this Christmas for a very special
workshop with artist and facilitator Jole Bartoli. Ages 6+.
3pm.

Sunday 3 January. The Mummer’s Play. Hail in the New
Year by watching Armagh Rhymers traditional Mummer’s
Play. See St. Patrick, Dick Darby, Slick Slack and others
brought to life in this magical and outlandish performance.
Ages 5+. 2.15-3.30pm

For more information or to make a booking contact the
Bookings Office. Tel. 01 648 6453. Fax. 01 679 1025. Email:
bookings@museum.ie Website: www.museum.ie
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ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY
Thursday 19 November. Lunchtime Lecture Series: Dan
Bradley, MRIA; Human genetics and biogeography from an
Irish perspective. 1-2pm.

Wednesday 25 November. Threats Lecture Series:
Confronting environmental crises in North America 1600-
1900. Professor Richard White, Stanford University. 6pm.

Monday 14 December. The New Survey of Clare Island.
Significance of results within the Irish, European and Global
contexts. Dr David Cabot. 6pm.

Monday 15 February. Aloys Fleischmann and the
Development of Musicology in Ireland; Professor Harry
White, MRIA; To mark the centenary of the birth of Aloys
Fleishmann, MRIA, composer and Professor of Music at
UCC 1934-80. 6pm.

For more information on the events and to register, please
see www.ria.ie

BURRENBEO
The Burrenbeo Trust hold monthly walks and talks that are
sponsored by the Heritage Council. These walks are open to
everyone and are in different localities throughout the
Burren. They are free to members and hold a €5 charge for
non-members of the Trust. For more information Tel. 091
638 096 or email trust@burrenbeo.com

Thursday 19 November. Photographer Carsten Krieger will
talk about ‘Photographing the Burren’. 8.30pm. Please
contact for venue.

Sunday 6 December. Naturalist Tony Kirby will take us on a
walk and talk about the ‘Folklore of the Burren’. 2pm. Please
contact for meeting point.

Thursday 17 December. Archaeologist Michelle Comber
will talk about ‘Ringforts of the Burren’. 8.30pm. Please
contact for venue.

IRISH PEATLAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL
Sunday 29th November. Cranberry Festival at the Bog of
Allen Nature Centre, Lullymore, Rathangan, Co. Kildare. The
Nature Shop at the centre will be selling cards and calendars
and gifts. Events will include festive talk on cranberries,
raffle, nature crafts for christmas and much more. Funds
raised go towards the Save the Bogs Campaign. €2. 12-
4pm. For further details contact IPCC at 045 860133.

TELLING IMAGES OF CHINA
Narrative and Figure Paintings, 15th-20th Century, from the
Shanghai Museum

January to May 2010

Above: Li Shida (1550-after 1623), Seven Worthies of the Bamboo Grove.
Dated 1616. Detail of a handscroll. (c) Shanghai Museum.

The Chester Beatty Library is pleased to announce a major
loan exhibition of thirty-eight figure paintings from the
Shanghai Museum. It will be held in the spring of 2010, from
28 January to 2 May (to be confirmed), in the run-up to the
World Expo in Shanghai (May-October 2010). Comprising
scroll and album paintings from the native Chinese Ming
(1368-1644) dynasty, the Manchu Qing dynasty (1644-1911)
and the early Republican period (1912), this show explores
how stories and tales from folklore, religious lore and literary
culture were translated into pictorial images in paintings
across six centuries in China. The exhibition is presented
through four sometimes overlapping, sometimes
interweaving themes, namely ‘crossings’ - stories about
exiles, loyalists and rustics; the supernatural world of
popular religion; models and exemplars in history; and
finally, emperor-concubine and scholar-beauty romances.
There are artworks which illustrate texts inscribed on or
beside the paintings themselves. In other cases, the stories
illustrated are part of oral history, so that the paintings
served as visual props for the viewer to retell popular tales.
Collectively, these artworks give a taste of China’s rich
mythology and lyric tradition, and show how successive
generations of artists gave new life to learning, belief and
leisure in pictorial images fit for their own times.

For more details see www.cbl.ie
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Birdwatching in Ireland
By Eric Dempsey

Have you ever wondered why there are more birds in your
garden in winter than in summer? Or why Swallows come to
Ireland in summer but leave in winter? Or even what makes
a bird a bird? Perhaps you wish you could identity the birds
you see, or you are a serious birdwatcher keen to improve
your knowledge.

Eric Dempsey has written this step-by-step guide so that
beginners and advanced birdwatchers alike can develop a
full understanding of Ireland’s birds, their behaviour and
migrations. Birdwatching in Ireland covers the whole
process of appreciating birds on a generic level as well as
the specific methods of identifying different species of birds.
It is illustrated throughout with stunning full-colour images
taken by some of Europe’s leading bird and wildlife
photographers.

Part one covers many subjects from choosing the right
binoculars to a more advanced understanding of how birds
use their feathers and beaks. It looks at Ireland as a
birdwatching country, and examines the different Irish
seasonal migrations. It explains how and why birds
communicate, their various nesting strategies, why Ireland
has lost some birds and gained new ones, and examines the
concept of what makes a species a species.

Part two begins with ‘Eric Dempsey’s Ten Steps to Bird
Identification’. This is Eric’s own original, tried-and-tested
method for the identification of Ireland’s birds. It provides
the best techniques to identify all the species you might
encounter, from garden birds to ducks and geese, from owls
to warblers and gulls.

Written in a relaxed and easy-to-read style, and rich with
breathtaking photographs, Birdwatching in Ireland is the
book for anyone who has an interest in Ireland’s birds.

Published by Gill & Macmillan

ISBN 978 0 7171 4299 6

The Burren & The Aran Islands -
A Walking Guide
By Tony Kirby

The Burren and the Aran Islands contain a unique
combination of flora, fauna and terrain, which attracts large
numbers of walkers annually. From the rugged interior to the
spectacular coastal scenery, from challenging upland walks
to shorter road and waterside excursions, this is a guide to
some of the best walking routes in the area. Tony Kirby has
put his considerable experience as a walking guide to great
use in compiling an easy-to-use guide, which introduces the
best of this region for locals and visitors alike.

Each route, prefaced with a quick reference summary, is
illustrated with a colour map; descriptions include detailed
access information while points of interest are highlighted –
geology, flora, fauna, history, archaeology and folklore – to
enhance the walkers’ enjoyment and appreciation of this
distinctive landscape.

Published by The Collins Press

ISBN 978 1 905172 97 9

Books
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Books

An Irishman’s Cuttings - Tales of Irish
Gardens & Gardeners, Plants and
Plant Hunters
By E. Charles Nelson

In 1992, E. Charles Nelson began writing for The Irish Garden
magazine. From the many articles published since then, he
has chosen a selection of ‘wordy cuttings’ that highlight the
eccentric, the odd, the beautiful and the fascinating – a
selection sure to delight all those interested in Irish gardens,
from armchair travelers to armchair gardeners.

In garden parlance, an ‘Irishman’s cutting’ has well-formed
roots before it is detached from the parent plant. Charles
traces the origins of this phrase to an article by Robert Fish,
published in The Cottage Gardener on 7 February 1851.

The cuttings include:

• A tale of Mary Delany’s new garden in Glasnevin, Dublin,
in 1744 – ‘the prettiest orangery in the world’

• The origin of the Killarney fern

• The story of William Robinson’s plant-hunting tour of the
Alps in 1868

• The ‘discovery’ of the tippitiwitchet (more commonly
known as the Venus fly-trap)

• Charles Darwin’s experiments with sundews (Drosera),
which included feeding it opium and roast meat

Read about Cork’s Botanic Garden (which flourished for just
twenty years), ladies swapping Nasturtium Parasols for
Variegated Funkia, Robert Lloyd Praeger botanising in the
Canaries and much more in this charming celebration of
Irish gardens and gardeners, plants and plant hunters.
Lavishly illustrated, the diverse range of entertaining stories,
quirky plants, places and people brings to life some of the
more remarkable episodes in Irish gardening history.

Dr Charles E. Nelson was senior research botanist and
horticultural taxonomist at the National Botanic Gardens,
Dublin. He is the author or co-author of more than two
dozen books about plants and gardens, and presented a
series of programmes about Irish gardeners for RTÉ as well
as contributing over many years to the radio programme
‘Sunday Miscellany’.

Published by The Collins Press

ISBN 978 184889 005 3

Alexander Nimmo –
Master Engineer 1783-1832
Public Works and Civil Surveys

By Noël P. Wilkins

2009 is the 200th anniversary of the setting up of the
Commission for the Bogs of Ireland. The Commission was
arguable the first attempt by the government of the United
Kingdom after the Union to address the infrastructure deficit
of Ireland. The Commission brought to Ireland Alexander
Nimmo, friend of Thomas Telford and until then rector of
Inverness Academy. Nimmo spent the rest of his life in his
adopted country. His influence on it was profound, not only
in the civil engineering structures he left behind, but in his
seminal role in the emergence of the Irish Ordnance Survey,
the Office of Public Works, the Hydrographic Survey of
Ireland and the Fisheries Commission. This is the first book
to tell the life story of this unique character and his key role
in events in early nineteenth century Ireland. It gives new
insights into events and people of the time never previously
covered and questions some long-held beliefs regarding
them and the pre-famine period. Based on four years of
research in archives and libraries all over Ireland and Britain,
it reveals and explains for the first time, the motivation and
full range of his activities in Ireland and Britain.

Published by Irish Academic Press

ISBN 978 0 7165 2995 8
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Sun Dancing - A Medieval Vision
Seven Centuries on Skellig Michael

By Geoffrey Moorhouse

The Great Skellig or Skellig Michael fascinates all who visit
it. Off Ireland’s southwest coast, inhospitable and
uninhabited today, Skellig Michael was home to a monastic
community from the sixth to the thirteenth century. Many
have wondered about the life of the monks on the rock
centuries ago. In this remarkable feat of imagination and
reconstruction Geoffrey Moorhouse shows how this
community worshipped and survived from c. AD 500 to
1200.

The book is in two parts: in the first, Moorhouse gets inside
the minds and austere world of the monks in a fictionalised
description of their life, beginning with their arrival on the
island and their withdrawal from the world to a life of prayer
and fasting, hardship and danger. Subsequent scenes
depict aspects of Celtic spirituality, a Viking raid and the final
departure of the abbot and his ageing disciples from the
island following a severe storm. The second part is a
collection of short essays setting out the evidence for the
detail in the first part, and describes the many features of
medieval monastic life. Topics covered include the
conversion of the Irish to Christianity, Celtic monasticism,
lives of early saints and scholars, wildlife and more recent
history of the Skelligs. Moorhouse chose the title Sun
Dancing because of the belief that the sun dances for joy at
dawn on Easter Sunday.

Published by The Collins Press

ISBN 978 1 84889 004 6

The Lepidoptera of County Wexford
By Michael O’Donnell & Christopher J Wilson

This colourful guide to a section of Co. Wexford’s fauna and
flora, covers all known Co. Wexford Lepidoptera records up
to 31st December 2008. It came about as a result of the first
two objectives of the recently formed Wexford Naturalists’
Field Club – to: “increase members’ awareness and
knowledge of local natural history and its place in relation to
the country as a whole and the wide world” and “to collect
and record information regarding the natural history of
County Wexford”. From the initial thought and idea it was
only a matter of time and the selection of a particular wildlife
group for the club to work on, before the field work and
collation of records started. The Butterflies and Moths of the
region seemed like the place to start.

The team spent long days and hours in the gardens, fields
and woods of Co. Wexford to bring us this Guide; to open
our eyes to the richness and diversity of our south-eastern
surroundings. This book is much, much more than a guide
for the specialist. It is an index to some of our national
treasures; treasures that are not found illuminated in
museum display cases, but found in abundant glory all
around us.

Published by Wexford Naturalists’ Field Club

ISBN 978 0 9562258 0 1
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Forest Fungi in Ireland
By Paul Dowding and Louis Smith

Once found only in speciality shops, edible wild fungi now feature on the
fruit and vegetable counters of supermarkets and grocery stores.
However, despite their complexity and great variety, most people still
regard mushrooms in terms of the cultivated mushroom. Its close
relatives, the field and horse mushrooms, are becoming more familiar, and
even the more exotic species now feature on many restaurant menus.

In many European countries, collecting mushrooms from the woods in
autumn is a traditional activity. Fungal forays are becoming an
increasingly popular pastime and provide an opportunity to explore the
natural world. In Ireland, the lack of a foraging tradition as well as the
absence of information has deterred collection. However, attitudes are
changing and many are keen to know more about natural wild foods,
especially forest fungi. Furthermore, as our forest estate expands,
accompanied by a greater diversity of tree species, including
broadleaves, a more extensive range of woodland fungi is presenting
greater opportunities for collection.

Forest fungi in Ireland is based on a BA dissertation by Louis Smith – Wild
Edible Forest Mushrooms of Ireland (1999) and the input of the COFORD
Working Group on Forest Fungi established in 2006. Louis has
collaborated with Dr Paul Dowding, a well-known expert on fungi and
related mycological research.

This publication is based on the authors' experience in Ireland, and is
aimed at those interested in mushroom collecting and cooking. It includes
a general history of edible fungi, information on the role of fungi in nature
and the conservation of wild fungi, and guidelines on finding, using and
preserving edible mushrooms. The publication outlines 43 edible
mushroom species found in Ireland (all of which have been eaten by the
authors), 14 mushroom species best avoided (as they may caused gastric
upset to some people, or they could be confused with poisonous species)
and 13 poisonous mushrooms that must never be eaten. The publication
is supported by photographs, most taken by the authors and all taken in
Ireland.

This book has been commissioned and published by COFORD, as a
guide for students of botany, foresters, caterers and the general public
who are interested in learning more about some of the fungi that grow in
Ireland's forests, and to help to safely promote an underused national
resource. It is hoped that this publication will encourage the use of more
wild edible Irish mushrooms on restaurant menus and in homes.

Published by COFORD

National Council for Forest Research & Development

ISBN 1 902696 62 X

The Wildflowers of Offaly
By John Feehan

This stunning volume is the result of a
lifetime’s passion for wild flowers. Most books
on wildflowers are concerned mainly with
points of identification and distribution. The
Wildflowers of Offaly is unique in the way it
attempts to describe the character of the
plants: their ecological preferences, their uses
and the beliefs associated with them, and in
particular the extraordinary diversity of the
strategies they have evolved to ensure
pollination and the production of seed. This is
the book to consult when you have made a
tentative identification of a wildflower and
want to know more about its life-style. It is
profusely illustrated in full colour with
photographs and a selection of plates from
many of the classic older floras of Northern
Europe. For further information see:
www.offaly.ie/heritage Email.
heritage@offalycoco.ie or Tel. 057 9346839

Published by Offaly County Council

Books
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Sewing

I have a need to cover a great oak tree with one
big white sheet, dream of threading together
a house-full pulled from under a family
who stare at me, consider me mad; brutal even.

At eight I fell from its branches, don't know what
happened then, just remember being bedridden.
At ten I crouched in lightning, not knowing a tree
was the last place to shelter.

An oak swish in winter soothed me at earlier times
of life. Now its tongues tease me, coming as it has before
baby, child, teenager, husband, widower. Naked
in a nightmare, I am barely balanced on my garden wall,

wave my arms to keep balance and the sheet in my hands
from flapping, despair on how to get my sheet over the tree.
I no longer object to house plans for its field, won't mind
the sound of a chain-saw; will a dream to sit on

its wide stump as branches lie dying in the grass and I
won't count the circles, knowing it has lived long enough.

By Noel King, Tralee, Co. Kerry.

Poetry

The editor welcomes your letters, poems and other submissions.
Please send your contributions to:
The Editor, Heritage Outlook, The Heritage Council, Church Lane, Kilkenny.
Or email: heritageoutlook@gmail.com
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ACROSS

1 12th c. Cistercian Abbey near Thomastown, Co Kilkenny (8,5)

8 Serrated or saw-toothed (7)

9 Romance language spoken in part of Spain (7)

10 ‘Jubilate ___‘ 1970’s official repertoire for Roman Rite (3)

11 Sacred song praising deity , sung beneath lamps? (5)

12 Old Testament Philistine mistress of Samson (7)

14 Used to indicate maiden name of married woman (3)

15 Mineral containing valuable metal (3)

16 Swine or greedy person (3)

17 ___ Fort, near Sneem, possibly built 1st c. BC (7)

19 And 28 Across. Monks slept in them on Sceilig Mhichíl (7,5)

22 Frozen water found in Venice and choice offices! (3)

25 Make a mistake or be incorrect (3)

26 Brace .. couple .. twain (3)

27 Cause to deteriorate with water or acid (7)

28 See 19 Across. (5)

29 British order of chivalry (3)

30 Miss Haversham’s niece who had ‘Great Expectations’ (7)

31 One of the 35 Acts passed in Kilkenny in 14th century (7)

32 Shortlisted for one of the new 7 Wonders of the World (6,2,5)

DOWN

1 Would P injure this native low-growing shrub? (7)

2 Go back over again .. like a caterer? (7)

3 Early Medieval alphabet used on standing stones (5)

4 Moving the head as if in assent (7)

5 Light copper, bronze or iron weapon used in mêlée (6-3)

6 Timber traditionally burned at Christmas (4,3)

7 Female spirit, omen of death or just a has-been? (7)

9 Systems such as Morse, Binary or Napoleonic (5)

13 Plant such as Cuckoo-pint or starch obtained from its root (4)

16 Multitude, masses or common people generally! (3,6)

18 Greek mythological priestess who loved Leander (4)

19 Irish dramatist, poet, writer of ‘Krapp’s Last Tape’ (7)

20 Large boulder left behind after last 22 Across Age (7)

21 Swelling from excess accumulation of fluid (5)

22 20th c. French dramatist of the theatre of the absurd (7)

23 Tall marsh plant - Coigeal na mban sí - Typha latifolia (7)

24 He treats by kneading and rubbing parts of the body (7)

28 Magic spell .. amulet .. natural appeal (5)

Crossword
No. 13 Compiled by Nóinín

To win a book voucher worth €50,
please send your completed grid, plus
your name and address, to:

HERITAGE OUTLOOK
Crossword Competition,
Attention: Isabell,
The Heritage Council,
Church Lane, Kilkenny, Co. Kilkenny.

Closing Date: February 1st 2010

Congratulations to Mairin Kerrigan,
Selous, Inver, Co. Donegal, who sent
in the winning entry to our last
crossword competition.

Solutions to Crossword No. 12, Heritage Outlook Spring/Summer 2009:

ACROSS: 1. golden eagle; 6. sap; 8. fungi; 9. gallipoli; 10. museums; 12. pipers; 15. el greco; 17. honesty; 20. nosegay; 23. templar; 25. recess;
27. barn owl; 29. appian way; 30. rites; 31. axe; 32. prehistoric

DOWN: 2. languages; 3. evil eye; 4. gill; 5. edition; 6. stone; 7. peig sayers; 11. mao; 13. seán ó riada; 14. oh; 16. cia; 18. ore; 19. salt-water; 21.
gas-lamp; 22. ye; 23. tea; 24. minaret; 26. copse; 28. twee
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Cavan: Ann Marie Ward
Cavan County Council,
The Farnham Centre, Farnham
Street, Cavan
Tel. 049-4378614
email: amcurley@cavancoco.ie

Cork: Sharon Casey
Heritage Unit, Cork County
Council, Millview House,
Victoria Cross, Cork
Tel. 021-4818006
email: sharon.casey@corkcoco.ie

Cork City: Niamh Twomey
Cork City Council, City Hall, Cork
Tel. 021-4924018
email: niamh_twomey@corkcity.ie

Clare: Congella McGuire
Clare County Council
New Road, Ennis, Co Clare
Tel. 065-6846408
email: cmcguire@clarecoco.ie

Dublin City: Charles Duggan
Dublin City Council
Planning & Development
Department, Block 3 Floor 3
Civic Offices, Wood Quay,
Dublin 8. Tel. 01-222 2856
email: charles.duggan@dublincity.ie

Donegal: Dr Joe Gallagher
Donegal County Council
Station Island, Lifford, Co Donegal
Tel. 074-9172576
email: j.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown:
Tim Carey
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County
Council, County Hall, Dun
Laoghaire, County Dublin
Tel. 01-2054868
email: tcarey@dlrcoco.ie

Fingal: Dr Gerry Clabby
Fingal County Council
PO Box 174, County Hall
Swords, Co Dublin
Tel. 01-8905697
email: gerryclabby@fingalcoco.ie

Galway City: Jim Higgins
Galway City Council
City Hall, College Road, Galway
Tel. 091-526574 Ext. 547
email: jim.higgins@galwaycity.ie

Galway County:Marie Mannion
Galway County Council
Forward Planning Section
County Hall, Prospect Hill
Galway Tel. 091-509000 Ext. 198
email: mmannion@galwaycoco.ie

Kerry: Una Cosgrave
Kerry County Council
Aras an Chontae, Tralee, Co Kerry
Tel. 066-7121111
email: una.cosgrave@kerrycoco.ie

Kildare: Bridget Loughlin
Kildare County Council
Aras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas,
Co Kildare
Tel. 045-980791
email: Bloughlin@kildarecoco.ie

Kilkenny:Dearbhala Ledwidge
Kilkenny County Council
County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny
Tel. 056-7794925
email: dearbhala.ledwidge@kilkennycoco.ie

Laois: Catherine Casey
Laois County Council
Áras an Chontae
Portlaoise, Co Laois
Tel. 0502-8674348
email: ccasey@laoiscoco.ie

Limerick: Tom O’Neill
Limerick County Council
County Buildings,
79/84 O’Connell Street, Limerick
Tel. 061-496000
email: toneill@limerickcoco.ie

Longford: Mairead Ni Chonghaile
Longford County Council
Áras an Chontae, Great Water
Street, Longford, Co. Longford
Tel. 043-40731
email: mnichonghaile@longfordcoco.ie

Louth: Brendan McSherry
Louth County Council, County
Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk,
Co Louth
Tel. 042-9324109
email: brendan.mcsherry@louthcoco.ie

Mayo: Dr. Deirdre Cunningham
Mayo County Council, Áras an
Chontae, Castlebar, Co Mayo
Tel. 094-9047684
email: dcunningham@mayococo.ie

Meath: Dr. Loretto Guinan
Meath County Council
County Hall, Navan, Co Meath
Tel. 046-9097404
email: lguinan@meathcoco.ie

Monaghan: Shirley Clerkin
Monaghan County Council,
Community and Enterprise,
Market Street, Monaghan
Tel. 047-30500
email: shclerkin@monaghancoco.ie

North Tipperary:
Dr Siobhan Geraghty
North Tipperary County Council,
Civic Offices, Limerick Rd, Nenagh
Tel. 067-44587
email: sgeraghty@northtippcoco.ie

Offaly: Amanda Pedlow
Offaly County Council
Charleville Rd, Tullamore, Co Offaly
Tel. 057-9346839
email: apedlow@offalycoco.ie

Roscommon: Nollaig Feaney
Roscommon County Council,
Courthouse, Roscommon
Tel. 090-6637100
email: nmckeon@roscommoncoco.ie

South Dublin: Dr. Rosaleen Dwyer
South Dublin County Council
Town Hall, Tallaght, County Dublin
Tel. 01-4149000
email: rdwyer@sdublincoco.ie

South Tipperary:
Laobhaise McKenna,
South Tipperary County Council,
County Hall, Clonmel
Tel. 052-6134559
email: heritage@southtippcoco.ie

Sligo: Siobhan Ryan
Sligo County Council
Riverside. Sligo
Tel. 071-9111226
email: sryan@sligococo.ie
or heritage@sligococo.ie

Waterford: Bernadette Guest
Waterford County Council
Civic Offices, Dungarvan
Co Waterford
Tel. 051-395532 email:
bquest@waterfordcoco.ie

Wicklow: Deirdre Burns
Wicklow County Council
County Buildings
Wicklow
Tel. 0404-20100 email:
dburns@wicklowcoco.ie
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What is Heritage?
Under the National Heritage Act
(1995), ‘heritage’ is defined as
including the following areas:

Monuments

Archeological Objects

Heritage Objects

Architectural Heritage

Flora and Fauna

Wildlife Habitats

Landscapes

Seascapes and Wrecks

Geology

Heritage Gardens and
Parks

Inland Waterways

Heritage Council staff can be contacted at:
The Heritage Council, Church Lane,
Kilkenny, Co Kilkenny.
Tel. 056-7770777 Fax. 056-7770788
Email: mail@heritagecouncil.com
www.heritagecouncil.ie




