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C O M M E N T

HERITAGE IS NOT A LUXURY
As we are all asked to tighten our belts due to the slow-down of economic

growth much is made of the need to focus spend on the essentials. Areas consid-
ered as non-essentials, soft spend or “luxuries” are hit hard as cutbacks focus on
retaining allocations on the essentials.  

It is, however, worth remembering that Heritage is not a luxury. Whether
we are talking about our natural or our cultural heritage, heritage is an essential
element of our economic and social well-being. It provides elements that are
essential to the health of our country such as clean water to drink and bathe in,
pollination of our crops and access to recreational spaces. This contributes to our
economy and quality of life and it crosses incomes, age and social demographics.
We only have to look at the social and health problems that arise when we place
people in an environment that is poorly designed, planned or poorly constructed
to see how much fact lies in this truism.

In seeking a budget increase for 2008 the Heritage Council is seeking to do
what it has always done best, that is to effectively use its funding to enable public
participation in areas of heritage which would otherwise be inaccessible. Council
garners support, harnesses the skills and knowledge of people locally and ensures
delivery of key heritage policies from the ground up. It is these networks of peo-
ple, informed, enthusiastic and able that play a key part in delivering much-need-
ed outreach and education programmes to shape a more sustainable future. The
targeted effectiveness of the Council’s spend can be seen in the influence its pro-
grammes have had over the past decade. Small seed money has often led to greater
buy-in from Local Authorities and Central Government. Greater wildlife research
and the establishment of the long overdue Biodiversity Data Centre are critical
components of Ireland’s efforts to understand what is happening to our biologi-
cal resources. Its “Buildings at Risk” grants have led the way over the past decade
in setting better conservation standards for the country. Its new and thriving
Museum Standards Programme brings much needed support and guidance to the
museum sector.  The Council’s efforts to improve the “heritage” capacity of Local
Authorities led to the creation of the Heritage Officer programme, which has been
successfully implemented across the country.

The Council’s programmes share one common outlook, they all look to the
future. Council works  to ensure that the next generations of Irish can enjoy the
same benefits from our heritage that we have had the luxury to take for granted.
Be it access to clean water, our rich marine resources, our traditional villages and
towns or our rich collections shaped by our past, this is not the time to underval-
ue these resources. 

The wider public has clearly expressed its concern for the well-being of our
heritage and supports additional investment aimed at conserving these resources.
(Valuing Heritage in Ireland 2007). The research shows a real willingness amongst
the public to pay for the management and protection of their heritage. They are
particularly concerned with aspects of the natural heritage and want greater access
to that heritage through investment in recreational resources such as walking and
cycling routes. The public have made the connection between our health and our
heritage and the positive spin-offs of investment are manifold. 

Recently the Heritage Council joined with Fáilte Ireland to issue recom-
mendations with regards to the future management of our landscapes that are the
bedrock of our tourism industry. Although there has been substantial investment
in marketing Ireland as a tourist destination and its contribution to our economy
is not questioned, we are slow to recognise the core product of that industry, our
heritage and environment. Without the conservation of these basic resources the
tourism industry is not sustainable. 

If we are to maintain and build on the achievements of which Ireland is so
rightly proud we need greater recognition of the fact that heritage, and our envi-
ronment, are an integral and essential part of our day to day lives and that such
essentials are not luxuries – but vital infrastructure.

MICHAEL STARRETT Chief Executive
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HERITAGE NEWS

A Family Day at Farmleigh House in the Phoenix Park in Dublin witnessed the official launch of
Heritage Week 2007. Activities designed for children included a heritage quiz, guided tree walks, a tra-
ditional games workshop, music and more. Image © Gary O’Neill.

Above: Mr John Gormley TD, Minister for the
Environment, Heritage & Local Government
presents Patricia O’Hare and the team from
Muckross House, Traditional Farms & Library
with their Certificate in receiving Full
Accreditation in the Museum Standards
Programme for Ireland.

Right: Mr John Gormley TD, Minister for the
Environment, Heritage & Local Government &
Dr Tom O'Dwyer, Chairman of the Heritage
Council at the launch of the Museum Standards
Programme for Ireland in November.
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HERITAGE NEWS

One of the 
participants 

tries out the
application of

lime mortar on
Gola Island

under the
supervision of

Ed Byrne,
Traditional

Lime Company,
at the seminar

on ‘How to
Restore

Traditional
Buildings’ in

Magheragallan,
County

Donegal.

Over 120 people attended a seminar on ‘How
to Restore Traditional Buildings’ in
Magheragallan and on Gola Island in County
Donegal in August. The seminar was organised
by the Ulster Architectural Heritage Society as
part of its ‘Home & Dry’ series of seminars and
workshops in conjunction with the County
Donegal Heritage Office and the Heritage
Council. The aim of the Ulster Architectural
Heritage Society is to promote the appreciation
and enjoyment of architecture from the prehis-
toric to the present in the nine counties of
Ulster, and to encourage its preservation and
conservation.

The ‘Home & Dry’ seminars have an
excellent reputation for providing expert and
practical advice to the owners and occupiers of
traditional buildings as to how to best care for
their built heritage properties. There is a lack of
local expertise in traditional building skills so
these skills need to be fostered and encouraged.
Some of the issues that were addressed includ-
ed the conservation of our built heritage, the
re-use of historic buildings, the restoration of
traditional farmhouses, the use of lime mortar
and grant assistance available for the conserva-

tion of traditional buildings. Guest speakers
included Colm Murray, Architecture Officer
with the Heritage Council; Paul McMahon,
Office of Public Works; Gráinne Shaffrey, con-
servation architect; Ed Byrne, Traditional Lime
Company Ltd.; and Margaret Gallagher, tradi-
tional building owner.  

The seminar included a fieldtrip to Gola
Island where participants visited a restored
house.  There were several craftsmen on Gola
showing the proper mixing, uses and applica-
tions of traditional lime mortar. Most of the
traditional buildings on Gola were built with
local granite so the use of cement mortar is not
appropriate to their repair or to their long-term
conservation and survival. Participants also got
to hear about the history of Gola (abandoned
in the late 1960s) as each group was accompa-
nied by a local guide with family connections to
the island. Seminar participants were provided
with an information pack on the conservation
and restoration of traditional buildings. The
seminar was an action of the County Donegal
Heritage Plan (2007-2011).  

Joseph Gallagher, 
Heritage Officer, Donegal County Council

DONEGAL SEMINAR ON TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS



The number and distribution of several butter-
fly and moth species have changed dramatically
in Ireland over the past number of years.
Scientists attending a conference organised by
the National Biodiversity Data Centre in
Waterford agreed that butterflies and moths
are one of the main indicators of climate
change in Ireland and have called for funding
for a countryside  survey to track these changes

A new butterfly species, the Small
Skipper, was discovered breeding in Waterford
this year. The Marsh Fritillary and the Large
Heath are under threat due to land use changes
such as the draining of wetlands and the demise
of peatlands. Others, such as the Holly Blue,
are increasing in numbers and have spread fur-
ther north while many of our common butter-
fly species are flying earlier this year, with but-
terflies such as the small tortoiseshell and red
admiral flying in the depths of winter. A small
tortoiseshell was seen flying on New Year's Day
in Macroom.

“A nationwide countryside biodiversity
survey is now needed to provide a baseline to
track changes to our wildlife and natural
resources,” said Dr Liam Lysaght, Director of
the National Biodiversity Data Centre. The
centre was established by the Heritage Council
earlier this year. Its main function is to collect
baseline data and monitor Ireland's plants,
insects and animals.

“We are entering a phase where the influ-
ence of climate change is particularly evident
and it is difficult to predict what is likely to hap-
pen”, continued Dr
Lysaght. “We do not have
enough baseline data on
our biodiversity and this is
urgently required so that
we can track changes and
take corrective action
where required to protect
our biodiversity in the
future”.

BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS PROVIDE EARLY PROOF 
OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN IRELAND
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Young visitors to Windsor Bog in Coolrain, Co
Laois were very excited to find a large pink and
purple caterpillar during a guided walk organ-
ised by Coillte as part of the celebration of
Heritage Week. This moth gets its name from
the strong odour given off by the caterpillar,
which has been compared to the smell of a
goat. The larvae bore in the wood of living
trees and take up to five years to reach full size.
In Ireland, the goat moth has only been
recorded in Killarney National Park before this
Laois record, which represents a considerable
extension of its known range in Ireland, and a
great addition to our knowledge of the biodi-
versity of the midlands.

“We found a giant worm” was the cry
that went up as the beast, measuring over four
inches long and an inch thick, was carried
through the group for inspection. Having
posed for photographs with his find, Oisín
Bennett, who found it basking in the warm
afternoon sun, carefully replaced the caterpillar
where he had found it, to ensure it will be safe.
Heritage Officer with Laois County Council,
Catherine Casey said “We took some photos of
the caterpillar to help identify it, never thinking
it would turn out to be so rare. I sent the pho-
tograph to Clive Mellon, who specialises in
Irish moths and couldn’t believe it when I had
an e-mail straight back from him saying it was
the larva of a goat moth, only ever recorded in
Ireland in County Kerry.”

Windsor Bog is part of a Coillte project
aimed at restoring the Midlands Raised Bog,
funded by the EU LIFE-Nature scheme. An
important part of the project is raising aware-
ness of bogs among the local community at
each site,  and so Heritage Week was seen as an
ideal opportunity to bring local youngsters and
adults on a tour of the site.

YOUNG NATURALISTS DISCOVER RARE MOTH 
DURING HERITAGE WEEK

Oisín Bennett and Joe McCormack pictured with the goat
moth caterpillar they discovered on Windsor Bog, Coolrain,
during Heritage Week
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Traditional Buildings on Irish Farms is a new
publication produced as a joint initiative of the
Heritage Council and Teagasc. This new book
describes and celebrates the traditional and his-
torical farm buildings that are to be found in
the Irish countryside. These buildings bear wit-
ness to the skill and craftsmanship of our fore-
bears before the advent of modern industrial
agriculture, and add distinctiveness and charac-
ter to our landscapes. When we look around,
we discover that they are disappearing. It is
hoped that this book will highlight their impor-
tance and their potential for re-use into the
future.

ISBN 1 9011 3798 8
For more information on Heritage Council 

publications, please see www.heritagecouncil.ie

TRADITIONAL FARM BUILDINGS PUBLICATION

HERITAGE NEWS

The Heritage Office of Kilkenny County
Council and Kilkenny County Library have
jointly funded the collection of 51 oral histo-
ry recordings from around County Kilkenny.
These eye-witness accounts and oral histories
include topics such as local and national his-
tory, customs, beliefs, archaeology, religious
orders, trade routes, farming traditions,
matchmaking, weddings and wakes, place
names, myths and legends, old local ballads
and verses, the famine, fishing and Celtic
spirituality. Much of the material was collect-
ed from older people, whose stories were in
danger of being lost forever.

This collection is now a permanent
archive and also a research resource for all.
Students of local history and schools are
encouraged to use these as a valuable source of
information. 

The collection is available in the Kilkenny
City Library, John's Quay, Kilkenny, for bor-
rowing, and in the Local Studies Department,
6 Rose Inn Street, Kilkenny, for reference. To
find out more information about this project,
view the catalogue and hear snippets of the
recordings, visit www.kilkennylibrary.ie

Dearbhala Ledwidge, 
Kilkenny Heritage Officer 

KILKENNY LIFE AND LORE - 
RECORDING THE PAST, SHARING FOR THE FUTURE

The Kilkenny Life
and Lore collection
was launched in
May 2007 at the
Parade Tower,
Kilkenny Castle.
Guest speaker was
Micheal Ó
Muircheartaigh.
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Next summer, Ireland has the honour of hosting
the Sixth World Archeological Congress (WAC-
6), from 29th June to 4th July 2008. This is the
first time that the Congress has been held in
Ireland, and it promises to be a truly internation-
al and memorable event. Mary McAleese,
President of Ireland, has honoured the Congress
by acting as sole patron, and the campus of
University College Dublin will be the main
venue. A varied and engaging thematic pro-
gramme complemented by a wide range of social
events will run in parallel to the World Congress.
Participants from all over the globe, together
with their Irish colleagues, will have the opportu-
nity to experience Ireland’s outstanding
Archeological heritage on several major field
excursions, and to enjoy the rich cultural and
social life of Dublin. 

The World Archeological Congress (WAC)
is the only fully international organisation of prac-
tising archaeologists with elected global represen-
tation, and operates on a non-governmental, not-
for-profit basis. Membership is open to archaeol-
ogists, heritage managers, students and members
of the public. 

WAC holds an international Congress every
four years to promote discussion of new
Archeological research as well as Archeological
policy, practice and politics. Previous congresses
were held in the United States, South Africa,
India, Venezuela and England. Patrons for past
congresses include Prince Charles (WAC-1),
Nelson Mandela (WAC-4) and Harriet Fulbright
(WAC-5). A key focus for each congress is to raise
funding to enable heritage experts and represen-
tatives from developing nations and indigenous
communities to attend the congress alongside
their colleagues from developed nations and aca-
demic institutions. Selected sessions and papers
from each congress are published in the One
World Archaeology Series.

The provisional WAC-6 Programme is avail-
able online at www.ucd.ie/wac-6, and this will be
regularly updated in the lead-up to the congress.

For further information on the WAC-6
Programme, guidelines for submitting session,
paper and poster proposals, as well as details on
accommodation, registration, sponsorship and
exhibition, see www.ucd.ie/wac-6. Together
with our friends and colleagues across Ireland,
the Local and National Working Committees
look forward to welcoming the world to WAC-6! 

THE WORLD ARCHEOLOGICAL CONGRESS 
COMES TO IRELAND
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Funding 
the Conservation 

of Biodiversity
The objective of the Biodiversity Fund is to sup-
port site conservation and management for
the enhancement of biological diversity at the
local level, in order to contribute to Ireland’s
commitments under the Convention on
Biological Diversity. 

The Biodiversity Fund fills a critical
niche in providing financial support that
enables individuals, community groups, local
authorities, and non-governmental organisa-
tions to engage in capital works activities that
will provide direct benefits to biodiversity con-
servation in Ireland. This is of growing
importance given the imminent arrival of
2010 - the date by which the Irish Government,
along with EU and global counterparts, have
committed to reduce or halt the loss of biodi-
versity - and the knowledge that biodiversity
loss is continuing apace. The Biodiversity
Fund was initially set up by the Department
of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government for a two-year period, 2006 and
2007, and was administered by the Heritage
Council. The Department is currently consid-
ering the feasibility of continuing the Fund in
2008.

In 2007, the Irish Peatland
Conservation Council (IPCC) was awarded
funding through the Biodiversity Fund for
their Butterfly Conservation Project at
Lullymore West Bog in Co. Kildare. Here, Dr
Catherine O’Connell describes the project:

Above: Marsh Fritillary © Robert Thompson

Top and Right: 
Volunteers clear willow and birch at Lullymore

West Bog during Heritage Week. © Gary O’Neill
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The Butterfly Conservation project at
Lullymore West Bog which was initiat-
ed this year is about protecting part of

the Bog of Allen for wildlife and particularly for
the endangered marsh fritillary butterfly. The
Conservation Plan for the Lullymore West Bog
set out priorities for action to protect and
enhance the population of marsh fritillary but-
terflies on the site in 2007. These included pro-
tection, research and education.

Industrial peat extraction left a shallow
layer of peat on Lullymore West Bog which has
allowed the regeneration of humid grassland
rich in moor grass and devil’s bit scabious, two
plants which are vital for the survival of the
marsh fritillary butterfly. Moor grass clumps
provide shelter for the overwintering nests of
the butterfly, while devil’s bit scabious is the
food plant of its caterpillars. The achievements
of the project this year have been tremendous
thanks largely to the work of a dedicated team
of volunteers. 

With the help of Pádraic Fogarty of the
Open Field (www.openfield.ie) a habitat map
has been drawn up for the site. This shows the
extent of the six habitats found on the bog.
Scrub woodland is the most common habitat
and we found that it is encroaching on the
important grassland habitat for the marsh fritil-
lary. 

Another aspect of the research was to
draw a map showing the abundance of devil's
bit scabious across the site. From this informa-
tion we can determine which are the best habi-
tats for the butterfly, and we can also try to
improve the site for the butterfly through man-
agement. Preliminary results show that this
may involve removing some of the woodland
habitat. The mapping of the food plant distri-
bution can be repeated in five years to track any
changes in the abundance and spread of the
devil's bit scabious. 

In spring and autumn, volunteers count-
ed and photographed the number of nests of
caterpillars of the marsh fritillary on Lullymore
West. In spring, 21 nests were found to have
survived the winter. So far this autumn 11 nests

have been found. The latter will overwinter on
the bog. The nests consist of webbing material
which hold one or more leaves of the devil's bit
scabious together. Sometimes large nests were
found to contain up to 100 tiny caterpillars. 

Monthly records of the variety of butter-
fly species on the bog have been kept since
April and 20 species have been recorded. A
1km butterfly walk through the range of habi-
tats on the site and through areas we may like
to change through management was set up.
IPCC organised a contractor to install 1,008m
of fencing around the perimeter of the site
using pressure treated, soft wood timber with
an access gate and stile.

A map of drains left behind from industri-
al turf cutting has been completed. Next year
IPCC hope to block drains to retain water on
the bog.

IPCC installed an information panel
about the importance of Lullymore West Bog
at the site. We organised a public awareness day
during Biodiversity Week. Those who attended
were very excited to see marsh fritillary butter-
flies on the wing. IPCC also organised a volun-
teer training programme for a group of 10 vol-
unteers who have since been involved in
monthly recording of butterflies and manage-
ment work on the site.

Volunteers from IPCC and a group from
White Young Green removed two tonnes of
rubbish from the site during National Spring
Clean month in April. During Heritage Week,
IPCC had a good turnout of volunteers who
helped with the removal of birch and willow
trees that had invaded the grassland habitat of
the marsh fritillary butterfly. This work created
wonderful space in the grassland habitat.

As ever, thanks must go to our wonderful
supporters and volunteers who have given so
generously to this project. It has been a super
year at Lullymore West Bog. 

Dr Catherine O’Connell, IPCC. 
To find out more about the work of the IPCC,

please see www.ipcc.ie
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From Rags 
toRiches

CATHERINE HAYES 
IRELAND’S FIRST OPERATIC DIVA
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I f there was ever a classic rags to riches story
this is it. In 1818, Catherine Hayes was
born at No. 4 Patrick Street, Limerick,

into poverty and hardship. Her father, a band-
master, abandoned the home leaving her moth-
er to provide for the family. 

Catherine’s success began when she was
discovered at the age of 16. While she waited
for her mother, who worked as a maid at the
Earl of Limerick’s mansion at 105 Henry
Street, Catherine started singing in the garden.
The Earl’s next door neighbour Bishop
Edmond Knox heard her and recognised the
quality and potential in her voice. The Bishop
arranged for some of Limerick’s merchant
princes of the time to hear Catherine sing and
they agreed to fund the cost of her formal
training with Signor Sapia in Dublin. 

In 1840 Signor Sapia arranged for
Catherine to give a recital at Swinbourne’s
Hotel, Brunswick Street, now Sarsfield Street,
Limerick (this was also the same venue where
Franz Liszt gave two concerts in 1841). Bishop
Knox and his merchant acquaintances were so
impressed that they renewed their bursary sup-
port for a further year’s training. Soon
Catherine progressed to advanced voice train-
ing in Paris and Milan. It was not long before
she was starring in opera and once she made
her debut at La Scala in Milan in 1845 the
world was at her feet.

Hayes captivated audiences throughout
Europe, Canada, the United States, South
America, Australia, Asia and India. Full houses,
and near riots over ticket demand, were the
norm wherever she performed. A hospital in
Sydney was named after her, along with drinks,

ships and race horses, and songs and poems
were written especially for her, such was the
public adoration of the ‘Irish Nightingale’. 

In addition to her international acclaim,
Catherine was, of course, greatly appreciated in
her home town. In 1850 Catherine performed
in Limerick’s Royal Theatre, and her shows
were sold out immediately even though tickets
were priced at three times the premium rate.
According to archive sources, hoards of people
gathered outside the theatre to catch a glimpse
of Hayes as she travelled from Cruise’s Hotel
to the theatre, and police were called to man-
age the growing crowd. Before leaving the city
Catherine donated £20 to two hospitals and
the city dispensary. Despite all the fame and
fortune she experienced during her short life
Hayes never forgot the hardship of her early
years. There are many accounts of her charita-
ble deeds and benefit concerts to help fund
orphanages, churches and hospitals. 

Catherine Hayes lived the last years of her
life in London. When she died in 1861, she was
buried in Kensal Green Cemetery where many
royal, rich and famous are also interred.
Interestingly close by her grave are the burial
places of the famous Irish composers William
Vincent Wallace and Michael Balfe who both
wrote and dedicated music to her.               ➤

Opposite Page: The 27-year-old Catherine Hayes at the
time of her La Scala debut, November 1845, in Linda di
Chamounix by Donizetti. Image courtesy of the National
Library of New South Wales, Australia. 
Right: Catherine Hayes & Sims Reeves in Lucia di
Lammermoor at La Scala, Milan, in 1846.
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RESTORATION 
In 1982, Limerick Civic Trust, the first civic
trust to be established in Ireland, tried to
acquire No. 4 Patrick Street, the birthplace of
Catherine Hayes, to restore it, as they have
done with their other two properties, the
Bishop’s Palace and the Georgian House.
Though they failed to gain ownership the
Trust secured the building for a peppercorn
rent in perpetuity and the Trust’s interests in
the property have ensured that No. 4 became a
protected building. The Trust actively
fundraises to complete restoration works at
No. 4 to ensure that Catherine Hayes will once
again hold a revered place in her native city. 

No. 4 Patrick Street is located at the far
end of O’Connell Street towards the Dublin
Road. The terrace of six houses incorporates
Hayes’ former home and is close to the site of
a new retail development to be known as the
‘Opera Centre’. The area in question dates
back to early Georgian Limerick; it is estimated
to have been built in the late 1780s. 

Taking No.4 as a typical example of a
Georgian building in Limerick, it lacks the size
and grandeur of properties in O’Connell Street
or Pery Square which were built in the early
1800s. This shop-fronted building, four
storeys over basement, does not have any
ornate plasterwork or fancy woodwork but it
still represents an important example of
Georgian architecture as it is part of the earli-
est developments in Newtown Pery. The inte-
rior of the shop is possibly the oldest in the city.
Its quaint charm is unique and something spe-
cial. Trade directories, census records and so
forth record that No. 4 was a busy place, at var-
ious times selling confectionery, straw hats,
tobacco, toys and fancy goods. But No. 4 has
an added significance as it is soon to be a mon-
ument to Catherine Hayes.

Above: Denis Leonard (Right), Director of Limerick Civic
Trust and Martin Bourke (Left), Chairman of Limerick Civic
Trust, sifting through the debris at No.4 Patrick Street in
2007 before restoration. 
Below: Side profile of Catherine Hayes. 
Bottom: Patrick Street Before & After - Recognised as one
of the oldest existing shopfronts in Limerick City, No.4
Patrick Street dates from the early 1700s with census records
showing that the shop at various times sold confectionery,
tobacco, straw hats and toys. 
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Just like her Limerick childhood home,
due to neglect and natural decay, her burial
place and monument fell into a state of disre-
pair. These two reminders of the extraordinary
worldwide achievements of a diva in classical
music were in deep contrast to the adulation
she enjoyed for her personality and soprano
voice. In early 2007 Limerick Civic Trust
arranged and funded the restoration of her sar-
cophagus in Kensal Green, London. Once
again her burial place is a fitting tribute to her
memory.

Limerick Civic Trust will be involved in a
complete, faithful restoration of the Hayes
home. The restored building will be a public
visitor centre with a unique display on Hayes’
life and career, the shop occupied by Limerick
Civic Trust. The top two floors will become
artist-in-residence accommodation. Most
importantly the house is to be the home of the
Catherine Hayes Bursary through which it is
planned to financially assist students of classical
music. So from its current ragged state
Limerick Civic Trust will faithfully restore this
Georgian house into a thriving arts venue wor-
thy of the memory of Limerick’s ‘Swan of
Erin’. 

Limerick Civic Trust is a non-profit, voluntary
organisation. For further details contact Kate
Meany, Project Coordinator, Limerick Civic

Trust, Church Street, King’s Island, Limerick
on 061-313399 or visit www.catherinehayes.ie

Top: The kitchen in the uninhabited No.4 Patrick Street.
The last resident left the building in the 1960s  
Above: Director of Limerick Civic Trust Denis Leonard sift-
ing through the debris at No. 4 Patrick Street before the
premises is cleared for restoration works. 
Below: The grave of Catherine Hayes (1816-1861) and her
mother Mary Hayes (d.1871) was restored by Limerick
Civic Trust at a cost of €14,000. Before restoration the
monument looked more like a vessel sinking below the
waves due to the sheer weight of the monument.
Fundraising for this project continues.
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GALLERY Heritage Week 2007

All images © Gary O’Neill unless stated

The great weather this year for Heritage Week brought people out in droves to participate in the 
various activities organised around the country.

Above: The Family Day at Farmleigh House in the Phoenix Park in Dublin to launch Heritage Week 2007. Activities designed
for children included a heritage quiz, guided tree walks, a traditional games workshop, music and more. 
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GALLERY Heritage Week 2007

Above: A group walk through the Gearagh, Macroom, Co.
Cork, an international natural heritage site, led by Kevin
Corcoran and Ted Cook, who talked about the cultural and
natural significance of the area. (© Kieran McCarthy)
Left: Wildlife expert Michael Jacob explains the ecology of

canals to young naturalists during a canal walk at Edenderry
during Heritage Week.
Below: A guided tour for children of Kilmainham Gaol,
Dublin.
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GALLERY Heritage Week 2007

Above: A guided tour of the Casino, Marino, Dublin. One
of the finest 18th century neo-classical buildings in Europe,
the Marino Casino was a pleasure house for James Caulfield,
1st Earl of Charlemont.
Right: A guided tour of Wicklow Head lighthouse.
Below: Wildlife expert and broadcaster Éanna Ní Lamhna
explores our natural heritage at a wild plant and herb walk in
the grounds of the Royal Hospital Kilmainham, Dublin.
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Though Ireland today is fast becoming a
more urban-based, cosmopolitan, mul-

ticultural society, many Irish people still retain
a strong connection with the land. For some,
this relates back to youthful summers spent
with the country cousins, saving hay, footing
turf or picking blackberries. These rose-tinted
childhood memories evoke images of a blissful
countryside existence: when the weather was
invariably sunny, the fields rife with birdsong
and wildflowers, the food simple but whole-
some. Central to this rural idyll was the farmer,
honest and hardworking, ostensibly making a
tough but deeply fulfiling living on the land,
custodian of a rich and ancient heritage. 

Perhaps this helps to explain the sense of
personal loss many of us experience when, as
adults, we revisit these childhood haunts to
find hedgerows replaced with electric fences,
flowering pastures with silage swards, square
bales of hay with black bales of silage, the scent
of flowers with the stench of slurry. We some-
how resent the fact that many farmers have
‘moved on’ like the rest of us, adopting new

HIGH NATURE 
VALUE FARMING

A new approach to managing our rural heritage
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technologies and systems in order to increase
their efficiencies and earn a standard of living
comparable with ourselves, their Celtic Tiger
brethren. We are upset with this ‘simplification’
of the landscape, and yearn for the complex
web of intimate interaction which defined the
smaller, more diverse farming systems of our
memories.

Yet in Ireland we are relatively fortunate
in that significant refuges of the traditional
farmed landscape still survive, where the farmer
maintains an intimate relationship with the land
and the forces of modern ‘industrial’ farming
have yet to prevail. In many of these places,
geographical and climatic constraints have lim-
ited the relevance of new technologies
designed to ‘improve’ the land or the livestock.
As a result the farmer has had little choice but
to continue with relatively ‘traditional’ man-
agement systems, facilitating the continued
presence of the plants, animals and countryside
that have evolved in harmony with these sys-
tems over many generations. 

John McGahern immortalised such places
in his simple but evocative writings of the
laneways and hedgerow-lined fields of Sligo
and Letrim, and the simple but significant exis-
tence of their inhabitants. Tim Robinson
explored the intimacy of the landscape of
Connemara and the Aran Islands, with their
intriguing vestiges of agriculture. Many of us
exalt in the expansive sweeps of heather-blan-
keted slopes of the Wicklow, Comeragh or
Slieve Bloom mountains, where the ruined
stone huts and straggly mountainy sheep earth
the wild beauty, largely bereft of the presence

of the modern interventions that elsewhere
dominate our countryside. Similarly, our off-
shore islands constitute unique repositories of
traditional farming practices and the associated
landscape mosaic that these practices have cre-
ated and sustained.  

Worryingly however for these special
places, current trends in farming would suggest
that they face an increasingly uncertain future.  

FARMING ON THE EDGE
One of the clearest trends in the Irish country-
side today is a polarising of the distinction
between the commercially viable full-time
farmer, and the subsidy-dependent small, main-
ly part-time farmer. Many studies project a con-
tinued decline in farming activity on most of
our more remote, marginal farmland, as our
agriculture industry continues to rationalise
and the ongoing strength of the off-farm econ-
omy lures ever more young farmers from their
increasingly isolated rural existence. The
process is accelerated by the vagaries of global
food markets and agricultural policy, as well as
continuing animal health and food scares. 

While the impact of agricultural intensifi-
cation on our environment has been well doc-
umented, the threat posed by agricultural
decline has scarcely raised an eyebrow. Though
there may be short term biodiversity gain, in
the long term the heritage value and intrinsic
character of the countryside is often diminished
as the farming systems that sustained it disap-
pear. It is no coincidence that many of the
‘marginal areas’ most severely threatened by
agricultural decline are our main repositories of
natural and cultural heritage, as Natura 2000
maps, National Monument records - and
indeed our tourism industry - will readily attest.

MANAGING OUR 
RURAL HERITAGE

Heritage management is a relatively new con-
cept in Ireland. To some observers, our efforts
thus far at managing the rich heritage of the

Opposite Top: Managing High Nature Value farmland in
the Burren involves an entire range of activities from wall

building to access and water provision for livestock.  

Opposite Bottom: Farming on more marginal lands is in
serious decline, resulting in a whole new suite of challenges

for nature conservationists in these heritage-rich areas.

Left: While ‘traditional’ stock breeds such as the ‘Old Irish
Goat’ may have limited current relevance for production,

they may be important for their cultural value and their role
in conservation.

Images © Burrenbeo.com

we revisit these childhood haunts to find
hedgerows replaced with electric fences, 
flowering pastures with silage swards,

square bales of hay with black bales of silage,
the scent of flowers with the stench of slurry
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Irish countryside have not been very successful.
EU-led designations such as Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs) have been lambasted by
farmers as being too nature-centred with scant
regard for people who have farmed the land. In
many cases the process of designation itself has
driven a wedge between people and their her-
itage, and the sense of pride, ownership and
responsibility necessary to effect meaningful
heritage management has been lost. The agri-
environmental approach on the other hand, as
delivered through 55,000 farmers in the Rural
Environment Protection Scheme (REPS), has
been criticised as overly focused on supporting
farm incomes with insufficient regard for the
needs of heritage conservation. 

In light of these shortcomings, and cog-
nisant of the impending threat posed by a
decline in farming on areas of high natural and
cultural value, there is an urgent need for a new
approach, one that celebrates and supports the
positive role that farming plays in conservation. 

HIGH NATURE VALUE
FARMING - A NEW APPROACH 
One interesting emerging model in this regard
is that of High Nature Value (HNV) Farming
Systems, a concept that has received EU back-
ing and is currently developing significant
momentum across other areas of Europe.
According to the European Environment
Agency:

‘High Nature Value farmland comprises
those areas in Europe where agriculture is a
major (usually the dominant) land use and
where that agriculture supports or is associated
with either a high species and habitat diversity or
the presence of species of European conservation
concern or both’. 

Three main types of HNV farmland have
been defined: farms with a high proportion of
semi-natural vegetation, farms with a mosaic of
habitats and/or low-intensity land uses, and
farms that support a significant number of rare
or important species. HNV farming areas in
Europe include a wide range of landscapes and
habitats such as the Spanish dehesas and
Portuguese montados, Alpine pastures, grazed
salt marshes of northern Germany, and small,
mixed farming systems that still prevail in many
of the accession states.

But the term ‘HNV’ also represents a new
approach to managing our countryside, one
that acknowledges the integrity of existing
farming systems, respects their inherent diversi-
ty and fosters the continuation of these systems
without prescribing management 'ideals' for
them. In terms of land management, HNV
recognises that the nature value of any particu-
lar area is not delineated by a field boundary or
a line on a map, but that it is wholly intercon-
nected with, and dependent on, other areas
within - and indeed beyond - that farm.
Sustaining farming systems and their practi-
tioners is central to the HNV approach, so the
HNV approach is one of engagement, not
estrangement.

HNV FARMING IN IRELAND
In Ireland the HNV concept is not widely
known. This may be about to change however
as one of the listed objectives of the new REPS
IV scheme is to promote “the conservation of
high nature value-farmed environments which
are under threat”. The Heritage Council for
their part have commissioned a report on HNV
in Ireland (available from www.heritagecoun-
cil.ie) and convened two workshops to stimu-
late debate on the issue. 

While the impact of agricultural 
intensification on our environment has 
been well documented, the threat posed 
by agricultural decline has scarcely raised
an eyebrow.
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The report recommends that HNV farm-
land in Ireland is defined and concentrations of
HNV farmland are delimited. There should be
regionalised HNV schemes specifically adapted
to supporting the farming systems required to
maintain the heritage value of a HNV region
e.g. the Burren, Connemara, South Kerry or
the Islands. Payments should reflect the real
costs rather than taking a compensation-based
approach, for example supporting minimum
grazing densities where farming is uneconom-
ic, encouraging mixed grazing systems over
sheep only, rewarding the production of hay or
small-scale tillage crops using traditional meth-
ods, encouraging breed types suitable for HNV
farmland and/or supporting the targeted win-
ter/summer grazing of livestock.

HNV farming would complement the
REPS approach, but with a greater weighting
towards more marginal, socially vulnerable
areas which make such a large contribution to
Irish biodiversity. While some would argue that
REPS works to protect the environment from
farming, the HNV approach recognises the
need to promote and sustain proactive farming
activity. This is a good selling point for a tax-
payer increasingly cynical about compensation-
based payments to farmers.

FARMING FOR CONSERVATION
An interesting example of how a HNV
approach might work on the ground comes
from the Burren, one of Ireland's more excep-
tional farmed landscapes, where an EC LIFE
Nature-funded project ‘BurrenLIFE’
(www.burrenlife.com) has revised the prevail-
ing (negative) farming-conservation paradigm
by seeking instead to exploit the interdepend-
ence of farming and conservation. For the proj-
ect partners - NPWS, Teagasc and Burren IFA
- this new approach is something of a leap of
faith, but one which is already paying divi-
dends.

A few traits differentiate this approach
from that of REPS or SACs. Firstly, the project
and its staff are deeply embedded within the
community so a bottom-up approach to meet
the specific needs of the area and its people is
ensured. Project actions operate at a farm level,
relying heavily on advice and input from land
managers and the systems they have developed
over many generations to farm their land. The
project embraces change and strives to evolve:
rather than freeze-frame existing systems,
BurrenLIFE attempts to accommodate change
and optimise environmental and socio-eco-
nomic outputs through ongoing practical
research and innovations. 

Each of the 20 monitor farms in this pilot

project has its own unique plan, one that places
the heritage value of the land on a footing with
its agricultural value. Rather than restricting
activity, the project promotes a proactive
approach, implementing innovative methods of
food, water and access provision for livestock in
order to maintain suitable farming systems on
marginal land, while recognising the time and
labour constraints under which the farmer
operates. Payments are made only for work
completed, and in all cases the farmer is expect-
ed to cover a proportion of the costs involved.

Within BurrenLIFE the farmer is placed
firmly at the centre of the conservation process.
Farmer liaison groups, producer groups and
farmer collectives have been set up to support
and empower the fractured farming communi-
ty. Farmers themselves are contracted to do
heritage work such as scrub removal, water
provision and wall repair, while the farmers are
also reclaiming their countryside custodian sta-
tus in a meaningful way by delivering lectures
and walks for the general public. For these
farmers, farming for conservation is not a
threat - instead, it is a new approach to the land
which is creating exciting new options and
opportunities. 

THE FUTURE OF HNV
While HNV does appear to offer a model of
some potential for Irish farmers and their her-
itage, a great amount of work will need to be
done - including possibly the establishment of
pilot schemes - before it can come close to ful-
filing its worthy objectives. Lessons from the
Burren show that a ‘HNV’ approach can pro-
vide an effective model for conservation while
contributing significantly, and in a real way, to
rural economies. Many people would baulk at
the notion of yet another 'scheme' and the
bureaucracy that it might entail, yet if we con-
tinue to lose our farmers and our rural heritage
is in decline, we may have no choice but to
embrace this new way forward and hope that it
can succeed where other schemes have failed: in
helping to sustain a vibrant Irish countryside
where there is a meaningful and sustainable
balance between the needs of farming and of
heritage.

Brendan Dunford is a member of the
Heritage Council and Chairman of the

Council’s Wildlife Committee. He is Project
Manager of the BurrenLIFE project and co-

founder of Burrenbeo (www.burrenbeo.com),
a non-profit information and education

provider for the Burren.
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Hedgerows are such a familiar part of
the Irish landscape. The main peri-
od of land enclosure in Ireland was

from the middle of the 18th century to the
mid-19th century. Agricultural improvement
through land rotation programmes necessi-
tated protection of crops by restricting the
movement of livestock to particular fields. It
was during this period that much of the
familiar patchwork landscape of hedged fields
originated. 

Data collected by the Department of
Agriculture and the National Parks and
Wildlife Service at the end of the 1980s and
beginning of the 1990s indicates that there
could be as much as 380,000km of
hedgerow in the Republic (Smal, 1995). If
the average hedge is 2m wide this means that
approximately 1.5% of the land area of the
country is made up of hedgerows. This is
more land than is covered by native wood-
lands. 

Hedgerows hold different values for
different people, some specific, some gener-
al. Hedgerows were traditionally planted as
livestock barriers. To the farmer they are
fences, and provide shade and shelter to live-
stock. In fact, a hedge provides shelter 15
times its own height on its leeward side, and

three times its height on the windy side.
Hedgerows also form a barrier to the spread
of airborne diseases such as brucellosis and
tuberculosis. 

To think of the landscape value of
hedgerows just cast your mind back to May
when the countryside was smothered in
whitethorn blossom. This landscape value of
hedgerows was highlighted in a study by
O'Leary, McCormack and Clinch (1998)
who asked tourists which elements of the
Irish landscape they deemed “most impor-
tant” in respect of their image of Ireland.
Contrary to expectations, it wasn't the hills,
mountains, lakes, rivers or sea that topped
the poll. Some 64% of those questioned con-
sidered the hedgerows, stone walls and green
fields as the defining feature of the Irish land-
scape. 

Some benefits of hedgerows are not
widely appreciated or understood. On the
continent one facet of hedgerows that is
drawing the attention of researchers is the
impact on water quality. In parts of France
and Holland hedgerow loss as a result of
agricultural changes in the latter part of the
20th century has been significant. In
Holland they have lost over 80% of their
hedgerow resource. Hedgerow restoration

ARE WE CONSERVING 
THE ARTERIES OF 

THE IRISH COUNTRYSIDE? 
Neil Foulkes explores the value of Ireland’s hedgerows - 

for tourism, agriculture, biodiversity and heritage conservation.
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programmes are ongoing there, and in other
parts of Europe, and the driving force is
often water quality. Hedges play a role in
regulating the movement of water in the
landscape. Hedgerow root systems act
like sponges, soaking up moisture and
releasing it slowly into watercourses.
This can help in reducing the potential
for flooding. This is particularly relevant to
hedges that run across sloping land. Hedges
also act as a buffer to nutrient loss from agri-
cultural land, minimising the potential for
eutrophication of waterways. 

The wildlife value of hedgerows is well
documented. They are habitats in their own
right and are recognised as surrogate wood-
land habitat in a country such as Ireland with
very little woodland cover. Hedgerows also
form ‘arteries’ for the movement of wildlife
through the landscape. 

What makes a good hedge for nature
conservation? Research on hedgerow ecolo-
gy points to certain characteristics that, over-
all, are beneficial for flora and fauna. These
can be broken down into four categories:
Structure, Species Composition,
Connectivity, and Associated Species.

Structure: Tall and wide hedgerows are bet-
ter than short, narrow ones, especially if
there are hedgerow trees. Basically the more
volume of woody growth the better. Dense
woody growth at the base of the hedge is
important.

Species Composition: The diversity of
species that comprise a hedge impacts on its
value for wildlife. More species means more

types of food for insects and birds; and the
flowering season is extended which is good
for bees. 

Connectivity: If hedges link with other nat-
ural and semi-natural habitats (woodlands,
ponds, bogs, etc.) the value for wildlife is
increased -this includes links with other
hedgerows. Research has shown that there is
a significantly higher bird nesting density at
hedgerow intersections than in straight sec-
tions of hedge. Gaps in hedgerows are gen-
erally detrimental to the wildlife value of
hedges. They break the continuity of cover
that means security for species moving across
the landscape. 

Associated Features: As part of their overall
construction many hedgerows have an earth
bank, a wall, and/or a drain. All of these fea-
tures can improve the habitat potential of the
hedgerow. Banks and walls provide a nuance
of habitat and micro-climate that increase the
opportunities for ground flora species. Wet
drains offer refuge for amphibians.

So in terms of wildlife value all hedges
are not the same - quality is as important as
quantity. Baseline data on the quality of
hedges in Ireland is limited. Fortunately,
over the last four years a number of local
authorities, with the support of the Heritage
Council, have recognised the importance of
improving our knowledge of the resource
and have commissioned surveys of
hedgerows based on a standard methodology
(Murray and Foulkes, 2007). The authorities
concerned are Cavan, Dublin City, Galway,
Kildare, Laois, Leitrim, Longford, Mayo,
Offaly, Roscommon and Westmeath.

In Britain, as part of the Biodiversity
Action Plan for Species Rich Hedgerows, a
series of nine ‘Favourable Condition’ criteria
have been identified to guide conservation
practice. Of these five were sufficiently con-
sistent with data recorded in Ireland to allow
comparison. These were:                         ➤

Hedgerows are habitats in their own right 
and are recognised as surrogate woodland 

habitat in a country such as Ireland with very
little woodland cover.

Above Left: Recently laid hedge. Above Right: Conifer hedge (arrow) linked in to Species rich townland boundary hedge.
Opposite Page: Hedgerow Landscape, Co. Laois.  
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• Average height at least 2m.
• Average width at least 1.5m.
• Less than 10% gaps, with no individual

gap wider than 5m.
• Base of woody component closer than

50cm to the ground.
• Less than 10% introduced/non-native

species.
Surveying has shown that, at best, only

a quarter of Irish hedges meet all of these
favourable condition criteria indicating that
there is plenty of room for improvement in
the quality of hedges if they are to fulfil their
potential as wildlife habitats.

THE HERITAGE HEDGEROW
The recognition that hedgerows vary signifi-
cantly in their quality and condition needs to
be given more prominence in the planning
process. There is a big difference in the her-
itage and ecological value between a single-
species whitethorn hedge planted as a result
of Land Commission divisions in the early
20th century and a species-rich townland
boundary hedge with a large earthen bank
and drain that may have been in existence for
hundreds of years. I’ve seen planning appli-
cations, County Development Plans and
Environmental Impact Statements that refer
to “hedgerows” but don’t differentiate
between different types of hedge.

To help shape the distinction, I would
like to see the introduction of the idea of the
‘Heritage Hedgerow’. A Heritage Hedgerow

would be one with important historical or
landscape value, or with notable structural or
species composition characteristics. These
hedges could then be given greater consider-
ation in the planning process and could be
prioritised for appropriate management in the
Rural Environmental Protection Scheme
(REPS).

A CONSERVATION ISSUE
There is a now a small new wave of hedge
planting going on as a result of REPS. This is
a voluntary scheme operated by the
Department of Agriculture open to farmers
who are recompensed for carrying out their
farming activities in an environmentally sen-
sitive way.  The latest version of the Scheme,
REPS 3, has an optional measure for partici-
pant farmers to plant new hedgerows during
the course of their five year plan. Based on
figures given at the National REPS
Conference (Tullamore November 2003)
this could result in over 2,000 km of new
hedgerows being planted annually under the
scheme.

One factor that concerns me in relation
to this new phase of hedgerow establishment
is the issue of the provenance of the shrubs
and trees  being planted in new hedges.
Provenance relates to where the seed for a
plant comes from. The most common shrub
in Irish hedgerows is the whitethorn, but not
all whitethorns are the same. Regional varia-
tions in environmental factors have resulted
in small adaptations by plants to survive
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which means that an Irish whitethorn is not
exactly the same as one from Britain or fur-
ther a field. In fact, a Cork whitethorn will be
slightly different to a Louth whitethorn and
an upland thorn will have slightly different
characteristics to a lowland thorn.

The results of research carried out on
new hedge planting by Jones et al (2001) in
Wales indicates greater establishment success
where whitethorn provenance is closely
matched to the planting site and that locally
provenanced plants can be superior to com-
mercially available material. 

Anecdotal evidence from nursery grow-
ers and Teagasc staff would suggest that well
over 90% of the whitethorn quicks currently
available in Ireland are not of Irish prove-
nance, much of it is of East European origin.
Most plants are imported but Irish nurseries
may also be producing plants from seed
gathered in other European countries.

What are the implications for biodiver-
sity of this influx of non-native genetic mate-
rial? Next spring take a look at the young
(almost certainly non-Irish provenance)
hedgerows that have been planted along new
roads over the last few years. They will come
into leaf (budburst) much earlier than the
older hedges lining the fields beyond - up to
four weeks earlier in some cases. This has
repercussions for wildlife. Many insect and
bird species have lifecycles that are

timed to coincide with the seasonal
growth patterns of trees and shrubs on
which they depend. 

Some species may be able to adapt
quickly to these imported provenance plants,
others may not. Ultimately, perhaps hybrids
between local and imported varieties of the
same species will prove suitable for wildlife.
But what must be recognised at this point is
that these are complex issues and we should-
n’t be walking blind down this road. 

Hedgerows are an extensive and valu-
able part of our heritage. They have utility in
the present but also mark the past. Their val-
ues are multi-functional in both practical and
spiritual terms. They enrich our history, land-
scape, ecology, rural society and farming
practices; they give character to an area and
aesthetic appeal, creating a sense of place. We
need to develop a considered and practical
approach to their long term conservation.

Neil Foulkes is Chairman of the Hedge
Laying Association of Ireland. 

Email: hlai@eircom.net

Opposite Top: The Wall on Hazel leaf.  
Opposite Bottom Left: Badger sett. 

Opposite Bottom Right: Hedge with
poor base structure. 

Right: Mature oak tree in 
roadside hedge.

. . .well over 90% of the
whitethorn quicks 

currently available in
Ireland are not of Irish

provenance, much of it is of
East European origin.
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The Buildings at Risk programme
which has been running since 1998 has
played an influential role in improving
the care and quality of conservation of
many of the rare buildings in Ireland.
From stately homes to vernacular thatched
cottages the role of the grant scheme has
been to provide financial assistance but
also expert advice and help when it comes
to the ‘hows’ and ‘whys’ of conservation. It
is a massively over subscribed grants
scheme and the waiting lists are for the
hardy and patient. Here Jim Kennedy
reports on one project that has received
some of the limited funds available.

Clonaslee 
Heritage Centre
The former Church of Ireland in Clonaslee,
Co. Laois, stands tall and proud at the top of
main street. Its role as a visual node to the vil-
lage is emphasised by a finely tapering stone
spire visible over a wide area.

Built in 1814, on its prime site donated
by the local landlord General Edward Dunne,
this building served the religious needs of the
local protestant community for almost 180
years, until the building was sold in 1994. In
1814, Clonaslee's Church of Ireland communi-
ty were of a sizeable number and Clonaslee was
an independent parish with its own rectory. Yet
140 years later the numbers attending church
were down to 30. In 1950 the church wit-
nessed amalgamation with neighbouring parish
Rosenallis. Service attendance continued to fall
and in 1970 the new parish of Clonaslee-
Rosenallis was joined to Mountmellick-
Coolbanagher. By the 1980s only 10 people
were attending Sunday service and the
‘Sparsely Populated Area Commission’ recom-
mended to the Diocese of Kildare and Meath

In 2005 the CCDA received a grant through the
Heritage Council’s Buildings at Risk Scheme

towards restoration of the church spire.

Restoring 
Buildings at Risk
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that the church in Clonaslee be closed. Rev
Kevin Brew held the last service in 1993, and
the doors closed as a house of worship.

In 1994 the former church and its small
site went up for auction in Portlaoise. There
was only one bidder. Clonaslee Community
Development Association (CCDA), in partner-
ship with Laois County Council, bought the
building.

The condition of the building at the time
was poor. Two lightning strikes in the 1970s
had damaged the spire, and the roof over the
main body was leaking, while the interior was
cold and damp. The plasterwork was literally
falling off the walls, while outside the steps and
railings were cracked and missing parts.

The CCDA and the County Council
applied for and received a substantial European
Restoration Grant and work began on the roof
and the interior. The spire was left for the time
being as the metal banding installed in 1979
was considered to be working well.

On the main roof, all the original slates
were re-used. New felt and lead flashing were
added. Underfloor heating was installed under
new porcelain tiles. Two new bathrooms were
added and the heating, lighting and electrical
systems overhauled. With the help of the local
FÁS scheme the walls were repainted and some
of the plaster cornice repaired. The original
side windows were taken out and sent for re-
leading.

By 1997, work had been completed and it
was decided the ‘new’ Clonaslee Heritage
Centre would hold the local library. The for-
mer church would be transformed into a repos-
itory for books. The new design left as little
imprint on the 150-year-old interior as possible
by the ingenious use of folding bookcases.
These wooden bookcases open up to reveal the
books and journals, yet when closed look like

well-crafted wall cabinets. A curving desk near
the entrance hides the stairs to the balcony.

By 2004 it was obvious that the stone
spire needed help. Wide gaps appeared in the
stone joints and some plants had begun to
grow on the side of the spire, while the inside
of the bell tower was damp and damaged. In
2005 the CCDA applied for a grant through
the Heritage Council’s Buildings at Risk
Scheme.

The CCDA Chairman, Mr Chris Horan
commissioned a conservation architect to
inspect the tower and the stone spire. In a very
detailed report the estimate for the renovations
came to €222,600. Restoring a 190-year-old
spire is an expensive venture.

In 2005 the Heritage Council approved a
grant of €22,000 towards work on Clonaslee
Heritage Centre, while Laois County Council
contributed €13,000 under a Conservation
Grant Scheme. The CCDA came up with a fur-
ther €25,000 it had raised from the parish
lotto, table quizzes, music nights, church gate
collections and activities run in the Community
Centre. The total restoration was planned to be
carried out in phases.

In summer 2006, phase 1, the restoration
of the stone spire began. Six months later, the
first phase was complete. The top one third of
the spire had been removed and the stones re-
laid. Several of the top stones and the finial had
to be replaced. With phase 1 completed the
CCDA look forward to continuing the restora-
tion of this fine building.

For more information about the Heritage
Council Grants Programme, please see

www.heritagecouncil.ie

The former Church of Ireland Church
at Clonaslee, Co. Laois, has been beau-

tifully restored and now houses a her-
itage centre and local library branch,

thanks to the commitment of a group
of local residents, the Clonaslee

Community Development Association.
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Walled Towns Day 2007
Thousands celebrate Irish Walled Towns Day 2007 in twenty historic walled towns

A s part of National Heritage Week, Irish
Walled Towns Day 2007 was celebrated
by thousands of people on Sunday 26th

August in 20 historic walled towns throughout
Ireland, both north and south. These celebrations
aim to enhance public awareness, appreciation
and enjoyment of Ireland’s walled and fortified
towns; a unique and somewhat neglected nation-
al asset of our cultural heritage. The annual event
is a part of the Irish Walled Towns Network’s pro-
gramme. 

This year’s events were supported by Fáilte
Ireland and have grown significantly since the
inaugural celebrations held in August 2005. 

Irish Walled Towns Day 2007 (WTD) was
an outstanding success with the main all-day
events taking place in Athenry, Carlingford,
Carrickfergus, Derry, Fethard and Youghal. For
example, 6,000 people turned out in Youghal for
their first-ever WTD family event and 2,000 peo-
ple took part in Athenry’s Celebrations. This
year’s events also included the launch of the

IWTN Local Photographic Competition 2007.
Planning for Irish Walled Towns Day 2008

has already commenced and we look forward to
seeing you in your nearest walled town on Sunday
August 24th, 2008!

For further information on the Irish Walled
Towns Network (IWTN) please visit 

www.heritagecouncil.ie or contact Alison Harvey,
Planning Officer and IWTN Coordinator.

Left: Walled Towns Day 
celebrations in front of the southern
section of the town wall in Fethard,
Co. Tipperary.
Below: Alison Harvey, Planning
Officer, the Heritage Council; Sean
Canney, Mayor of Galway County
Council; and Finnian Varden-Kenny
(age 9), 
winner of the National Walled Towns
Photographic Competition 2006, pic-
tured holding the IWTN postcards that
feature his winning 
photograph, at the Athenry celebra-
tions of Irish Walled Towns Day 2007.

Two of the winners from the 2007 photographic competition. 
Left: Tower, Waterford – Adult Winner – Noel Brown.  Right: Boy beside Wall – Children’s Winner – Nora Quinlan, Aged 7 yrs.
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Planning &Design 
FOR HERITAGE AND DEVELOPMENT

In October Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County
Council, in association with the Heritage
Council, held a two-day conference on
Planning and Design for Heritage and
Development: Projects, Policies and Practice
Beyond Either/Or. The conference featured
speakers from Ireland, Britain, Sweden, Italy
and Spain and covered a wide array of subjects
and projects. 

The conference looked at what Tim
Carey, Heritage Officer with Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council, described as the
grey area where most heritage and develop-
ment takes place. It is rarely a black and white
issue and more attention needs to be focused
on imaginative and creative ways of keeping

what is best from the past and allowing society
to develop into the future. This conference was
about moving on the debate about heritage
and development beyond mere confrontation.
It is planned to hold another conference on
Planning and Design for Heritage and
Development in two years’ time.

In the following article, one of the speak-
ers at the conference, Daniel Kihlgren, talks
about a village in Italy that is very close to his
heart and explains how heritage and develop-
ment can work together to offer something very
rare and beautiful.

➤



Santo Stefano
Development that respects local beauty,

identity and cultural heritage
In 2007, Daniele Kihlgren received the

Europa Nostra award for the Conservation

of Cultural Landscapes for his Sextantio 

project in the hilltop village of Santo Stefano,

in the Abruzzo region of Italy. Recently he

was one of the speakers at the Planning and

Design for Heritage and Development

Conference organised by Dún Laoghaire-

Rathdown County Council and the Heritage

Council.

In this project Kihlgren has managed to

achieve the often-opposing goals of an innova-

tive project that seeks to sustain the beauty

and identity of a local area while also being

a viable commercial entity. In this project

Kihlgren, born in Milan, found a truly

meaningful occupation in which cultural,

aesthetic and economic value would be driven

by affection and understanding. In this arti-

cle Daniel outlines the project that has drawn

worldwide media attention.                        ➤
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Eight years ago I arrived by chance in the
semi-abandoned hill town of Santo
Stefano di Sassanio in the region of

Abruzzo. While riding my motorcycle I got
lost among the dirt tracks around Rocca di
Calascio, and took the road to Campo
Imperatore. 

Below the plains of the Campo was a for-
tified town next to a spring-fed lake - a town
and its surrounding countryside frozen in time.
It was unchanged for centuries. There were no
cement constructions, no industrial warehous-
es, no Swiss-style tourist chalets which blight so
many historic towns in the Abruzzi and other
parts of Italy. 

All that remained was the stone village,
with its rich but dilapidated rural heritage. For
years I had been searching for places where the
landscape had not been corrupted, and this was
my ‘Road to Damascus’ - an essential landscape
that had not been lost to invasive development. 

I spoke with my financial advisor about
the potential of this village, which had been
paradoxically saved by abandonment and emi-
gration. He cautiously suggested some research
into the possibilities and parameters for invest-
ment. Meanwhile I threw myself into exploring
the territory as a place in which to live and to
participate. I was entranced by its arcane
appeal, and I began to develop the idea for a
project that this extraordinary terrain merited,
a place which, when it was colonised 500 years
ago, always looked to the outside world for
solutions. 

I tried to evaluate this landscape. Why is
this rural heritage and its architecture so under-
valued? Perhaps it is not surprising - for many
people it represented miserable poverty. But
poverty does not mean a lack of culture.  

We looked for a new approach to con-
serving the area. In 1999 we set up Sextantio
Ltd to create a hotel that functioned in harmo-
ny with the region’s historic past. Tourism was
the vehicle, but this tourism was different from
the norm. We bought one third of the most
historic part of the town and now provide 74
bedrooms. We retained the original use of the
rooms, made repairs and restorations using
materials sourced from the local area. We locat-
ed native furnishings from the nearby moun-
tains. We used the skills of the area, some of
which had practically died out. The project has
become a means to regenerating an area that
had been dying economically. Santo Stefano is
the essence of experiential tourism.

Our idea is to present a tourist destination
which maintains real links with the history of
the local people and their culture. Unlike many
modernizations of ancient structures, we
retained the signs of village life - traces left in
the bricks and mortar which tell the story of
the people.  

With the irreversible monolith of global-
ization, generic artisan workshops are replicat-
ed from Tuscany to Provence, from San Marino
to San Giminiano selling the notion of a popu-
lar national folklore and fantasy ‘medievalism’.   

The Santo Stefano project, on the other
hand, was based on research of the real cultures
and traditions which have their roots among
the local people. This was undertaken by the

Here we have found a way to develop an area
that sees local culture not as a burden, but as 
a force to be proud of
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Museum of the People of Abruzzo, and via
interviews with older members of the local
community. Our research informed our deci-
sions on the local cuisine and the village work-
shops, which produce traditional blankets and
sheets and local crafts with their roots firmly
embedded in local ceremonies such as wed-
dings. 

Our most difficult challenge was political.
The beauty of the hill town is not a single
building, but its urban form and that setting
within the landscape. All this can easily be
destroyed by insensitive modern development.
Together with the local council we needed to
protect the town from unsuitable building once
the conservation project was complete. 

Fortunately - and despite our fears - we
met will little political opposition. In empower-
ing the local people to rediscover their her-
itage, they soon got behind the project. We
also managed an Italian first, the local council
and the National Park signing an agreement

with a private company to preserve the hill
town with an agreement that the relationship
between town and surrounding countryside
will be maintained. An ancient and glorious
symbiosis, which too often has been abused
due to shabby local politics and urban blight.
And all this happened on the distant edges of
civilisation where, by tradition, people leave in
search of a better life, where progress normally
comes from the outside, where people have
emigrated to become Americans or French. 

And it is here we have found a way to
develop an area that sees local culture not as a
burden, but as a force to be proud of. This
change has brought travellers and visitors from
the four corners of the world to this remote
town in the mountains of Abruzzo. Travellers
who by tradition would head for Tuscany but
who are now beginning to find that Santo
Stefano is the antidote to that region’s
‘Chiantishireisation’.  

For further information on the 
Santo Stefano project, visit

www.sextantio.it
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Valuing Heritage
How do we value our heritage? How does it enhance our lives?

And, crucially, how much are we willing to pay for it? 
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Because heritage is largely free and open
to all it can be difficult to calculate its
worth in monetary terms. But there is a

good reason for putting a value on heritage -
public funding through taxation ensures that
our heritage remains intact and accessible. A
recent Heritage Council survey discovered that
the vast majority of people would be prepared
to pay more taxes if they were assured that the
money will be used to safeguard heritage and
protect it from the impact of development. 

The in-depth study, Valuing Heritage in
Ireland, undertaken by the Heritage Council in
2006 and published in July 2007, revealed that
people's main motivation to preserve heritage
is personal health. When asked why heritage
should be protected, 68% felt that protecting
and enhancing our natural heritage for walks,
enjoyment, and recreation is vital for health
protection and physical wellbeing. The restora-
tion of rivers, canals, and coastal landscapes and
their habitats were considered a priority by
most of the participants. 

“This research shows a huge growth in
public support and awareness for safeguarding
and protecting our heritage,” said Michael
Starrett, Chief Executive of the Heritage
Council. “It also shows that people are willing
to pay to safeguard heritage and that protecting
heritage ranked fifth in line for public spending
after health and ahead of roads or the arts.”

The most encouraging output from the
study was that an overwhelming majority of
respondents (95%) thought that it was impor-
tant to protect our heritage. This shows an

increase from figures generated by previous
studies. In 1999 only 85% felt that it was
important to protect our heritage, although
this had risen to 94% by 2004. In general peo-
ple accepted that heritage protection is a public
good that requires government funding. The
majority would be willing to pay an average of
€47 per person per year for enhanced protec-
tion of heritage, through the taxation system.
This figure, aggregated to the total adult pop-
ulation, represents around €90 million per year
in additional spending. While heritage preser-
vation may have been perceived as a low prior-
ity in the past, in today’s affluent Ireland it is a
source of national and local pride, and 90% of
people are proud of heritage, compared to 88%
in 2004, and 83% in 1999.  

Although 83% overall declared themselves
interested in heritage, and one in four very
interested, it also revealed a worrying lack in
interest in heritage among teenagers. Young
people in the 15-24 age bracket tended to asso-
ciate heritage with old things, and 49% of this
group admitted to having either little or no
interest in heritage. Those who had visited her-
itage sites on family trips or on school outings
tended to have a greater interest, and the sur-
vey indicated a need for initiatives that increase
awareness and interest among this age group,
including education and access to heritage.
This low rate of interest may be partially due to
a narrow understanding of what heritage it.
Among all the age groups, once people under-
stood what was meant by heritage, as defined in
the Heritage Act to include flora, fauna,

The study, the largest of its kind to take
place in Ireland, was carried out for the
Heritage Council by Lansdowne Market
Research in conjunction with Keith
Simpson Associates and Optimise
Consultants. Building on previous surveys
on public opinion carried out for the
Heritage Council from 1999 to 2004, the
study was undertaken in two phases, one
qualitative, and the other quantitative. The
main purpose of the initial qualitative phase
was to review the attitudes, opinions, and
experiences of the general public regarding

heritage and heritage related issues. This
second, quantitative, phase was proceeded
by a pilot study and comprised a nationally
representative sample of 1,000 adults aged
from 15-65 years. One of the main aims of
the study was to establish the extent to
which the public is willing to pay for extra
heritage protection or provision, and it
included an internationally tested process to
examine if growth in public support and
awareness can be translated into a public
willingness to pay for heritage protection. 
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wildlife habitats, landscapes, seascapes, wrecks,
geology, heritage gardens, parks and inland
waterways, they were better able to identify
aspects of heritage that they valued highly.

There also appears to be an increased
awareness that our heritage is under threat.
Some of this perceived threat is linked to glob-
al warming and the wider environment, but
there was also a prevalent concern about the
rapid rate of newly built development and the
impact this is having in the countryside and on
rural towns and villages. Concern about the
impact of property development on heritage
and the environment has increased significant-
ly. Older members of the discussion groups
associated development with social change and
with its impact on communities. Many felt that
development is marring rural communities and
that villages are losing their original character.
There was a resignation amongst this genera-

tion that important aspects of Irish culture
were being lost. While 58% agreed that protec-
tion should not interfere with necessary infra-
structure, many feel that as a nation we have
not always been very good at protecting our
heritage. Although most people acknowledged
that heritage has an important tourism value,
some felt displaced from key heritage features
marketed principally for tourism, and also felt
that other important aspects of heritage are
being neglected. In general people were more
likely to associate the benefits of heritage with
their own wellbeing and quality of life than
with bringing tourism into the country. 

There appears to be an increased awareness 
that our heritage is under threat

Above: Sheeps Head, Donegal © Shirley Green

Left: Visitors in Glendalough © Gary O’Neill

Far Left: The Grand Canal © Gary O’Neill
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The preoccupation with personal health
and recreation was combined with a concern
for future generations, expressed by 52% of
respondents. Inevitably, this also is associated
with threats to heritage and the question of
what heritage will be left for one's children to
enjoy. Possibly due to the media attention
given to water or food quality, 65% agreed that
safeguarding water quality and biodiversity is
vital for our environment. Allied with this
awareness of the public good of heritage, is an
increasing acceptance that heritage protection
is everyone's responsibility and that public tax-
ation should be a key source of funding its pro-
tection. Given that heritage is already being
protected, the study indicated that current
spending is far less than the utility that people
associate with heritage. Additional public
spending on heritage protection was supported
by 68% of respondents to the survey. 

People were asked if they were willing to
pay to enhance the existing level of heritage
protection. The survey used a contingent valu-
ation method, which asked them to trade off
the benefits they perceived from heritage
against other ways in which they might want to
spend their money, like visits to the cinema,
eating out, watching sports, or weekends away.
By this stage of the questionnaire, the respon-
dents had acquired a broad understanding of
heritage. Overall, it is encouraging that over
two-thirds of respondents were, in principle,
willing to pay additional tax to support
improved protection of heritage. The study
showed that most people in Ireland attach an
importance to heritage and place a high value
on its protection. In monetary terms, the value
placed on an enhancement of heritage is more
than is currently spent on baseline heritage pro-
tection by the Heritage Council and other pub-

lic organisations. Only a small minority, 11.5%,
indicated that they were definitely not willing
to pay any additional tax.

There is evidence that those who had a
stronger understanding of, and who were in
the habit of consciously enjoying, heritage were
more likely to be willing to pay for its protec-
tion. The study demonstrated that the public
wished that additional spend on heritage be
directed to protect rivers and canals and coastal
landscapes, particularly where associated with
facilities for recreation and wildlife habitat. 29%
of the public wished to see additional funds
directed towards inland waterways and the
restoration of rivers, canals, lakes, along with
associated facilities, while a further 22% priori-
tised improving coastal landscapes and their
amenities. Protecting and improving habitats
for wildlife (12.3%), improved heritage educa-
tion programmes in schools (10%) and protect-
ing rural landscapes (9%) were also identified.

Altogether, the results indicate that peo-
ple support improved protection of heritage
but that they wish to see this protection con-
tributing directly to their quality of life. They
want the opportunity to experience heritage
through recreation and amenity. It was agreed
by almost all participants in the study that
progress and some change is inevitable and that
heritage protection should not significantly
impede the nation’s progress, but that the pur-
suit of progress must respect the nation’s her-
itage. One of the key conclusions of the study
was that there is a need to encourage a more
comprehensive relationship between people
and heritage, one that will allow the overall
value placed on heritage to be realised in terms
of benefits to health and wellbeing as well as to
the economy and employment.
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Lough Neagh Places: 
Their Names and Origins 
By Patrick McKay and Kay Muhr
The history and origins of 1,150 place names surrounding
Lough Neagh are revealed in a this new book. The first
illustrated book on place names in Ireland, it features over
200 photographs and illustrations. Researched and written
by the staff of the Northern Ireland Place-Name Project,
which is based in the Department of Irish and Celtic
Studies at Queen’s, the book takes the form of a journey
around Lough Neagh, starting and ending at the historic
town of Antrim. 

In addition to an explanation of each place name, a mix of
modern Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland maps and
numerous historical maps illustrate the area’s past and how
cartographical representations of it have changed.
Publisher of the book, Dr John Kirk, from the School of
English at Queen's, said: “When the idea for this book first
came about, I was struck by the hiddenness of Lough
Neagh for many people in Northern Ireland. What I think
we have succeeded in doing with this book is to open the
lough up and make it more visible for everyone.”

The publication of Lough Neagh Places coincides with the
publication of a completely revised version of A Dictionary
of Ulster Place Names by Patrick McKay, also published by
Cló Ollscoil na Banríona.

Published by Cló Ollscoil na Banríona, Queen's University
Belfast.

Both publications are available from the Bookshop at
Queen’s or by contacting John Kirk directly at
j.m.kirk@qub.ac.uk or by telephone on + 44 (0)28 9097
3815.

Stones of Adoration - 
Sacred Stones and Mystic Megaliths
of Ireland
By Christine Zucchelli
The current controversy over the discovery of ancient bur-
ial sites on the route of the planned M3 road has reminded
us of the importance of our heritage. Questions have been
raised over some people’s willingness to sacrifice these
ancient monuments for the sake of progress when there are
alternatives available. Sacred stones and stone monuments
feature the world over and Ireland is no exception.

Our landscape is dotted with them, from the Cloch Daha
in Ardmore to St Brigid’s Chair at Lough Derg. Since pre-
historic times people have acknowledged their special
nature, an unbroken link from ancient sun-oriented monu-
ments to the present. Some are considered the abodes of
deities or otherworld ladies, some are memorials to mythi-
cal heroes and historical kings, others reminders of the mir-
acles of early saints. This book explores their secrets, myths,
legends and folktales, many persisting to this day, and
describes the role of sacred stones in the religious and spir-
itual life of modern Ireland.

Different beliefs, practices and rituals behind the notion of
their magical powers and virtues are revealed, and the situ-
ations in which people resorted to them, such as determin-
ing chieftains, establishing the truth, curing sickness, and
promoting fertility. This is a wonderful reminder of our
spiritual past as some of these stones and monuments enter
their fifth millennium and the wisdom of the Celtic tradi-
tion re-emerges.

Christine Zuchelli first visited Ireland in the 1980s.
Captivated by the wealth of the country’s heritage, after
graduating from Innsbruck University she studied Irish
Folklore at University College Dublin and travelled the
country in search of the myths, legends and folklore behind
the veneration of particular stones. She worked as a guide
and organised special-interest tours to Ireland but now
concentrates on research into aspects of the sacred land-
scape. She lives in West Clare and Innsbruck.

Published by The Collins Press

ISBN: 978-1905172368

“BOOKS”
The following books are supported
under the Heritage Council’s
Publications Grant Scheme:
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A Walker’s Guide to West Cork
By Seán Higgisson
This booklet covers a selection of 14 road walks over an
area of West Cork between Oysterhaven and Mizen Head.
Explore the picturesque towns of Kinsale, Clonakilty,
Skibbereen and Bantry and the villages of Timoleague,
Courtmacsherry and Ross Carbery. The walks vary in
length between 5km and 10km and all the walks can be
completed comfortably in less than three hours.

A good walk can be a treat for the senses, bringing us clos-
er for a few brief hours to the natural world surrounding
us. Take in the magnificent scenery of the Irish rural land-
scape, listen to birds singing in the hedgerows, smell the
countryside, feel the wind against your skin and taste the
salt sea air. These treats and more are all here for you to dis-
cover at your leisure. Wonder at those who lived in famine
cottages in simpler times without electricity or the modern
conveniences we take for granted.

All the walks are on quiet back-country roads, forest paths
and beaches. Wander around the ruins of a castle or church.
Stroll aimlessly on a quiet beach. Take in the view from a
remote headland or enjoy the solitude of a forest walk.

Published by Seán Higgisson

ISBN 0 9530194 4 6

The Story of Woodstock,
Inistioge. 
The fascinating history of a great
Kilkenny estate and the restoration
of its magnificent gardens.
By Thomas J. Whyte
In 1737, 26-year-old Sir William Fownes commissioned an
elegant mansion on the Woodstock estate he had inherited
near Inistioge in Co. Kilkenny. He hoped thereby to estab-
lish himself with the gentry of the area - and ultimately to
impress the Earl of Bessborough, whose daughter,
Elizabeth, he planned to marry. Over the next 45 years,
Woodstock was the background to a series of spectacular
personal dramas that led to the untimely deaths of William,
Elizabeth and their son-in-law, William Tighe.

The full story of the Tighe descendents, their marriage
alliances, their households and their political and scholarly
involvements is told here for the first time. Along the way
we meet a wide variety of characters - the illegitimate off-
spring of King Charles II; the controversial ‘Ladies of
Llangollen’ who ‘eloped’ from Woodstock; an unlikely
opponent of the Act of Union; the man who made
Buckingham Palace fit for a queen; the gentlewoman at
whose funeral a bishop cried; and above all the people of
Inistioge, with whose history the estate has been so closely
bound for over four hundred years.

Published by Cappagh Press

ISBN 978 0 9556029

Reusing Farm Buildings - 
A Kildare Perspective
By Laura Bowen and Nicki Matthews
Travelling through the Irish countryside today, the dra-
matic changes in our building tradition are very evident.
Changing society and cultural values have influenced our
view and experience of rural settlement. Lack of under-
standing of past settlement patterns, site arrangement,
building design and material selection have altered the
character of the rural landscape.

Kildare has a rich farm building heritage, a resource which
offers huge potential for future living in the countryside.
The tradition of farm buildings in County Kildare is cele-
brated in this publication through the description of the
various building types, their origin and the pattern of set-
tlement throughout the country. The key elements of past
design are identified.

This publication highlights some of the threats to the sur-
vival of these farm complexes and, through a series of case
studies, provides suggestions as to sensitive modification
and alterations to farm buildings as well as design consid-
erations that can encompass and respect the historic fabric
whilst creating contemporary living accommodation.

Whilst it is targeted at those responsible for the care and
continued use of farm buildings - farmers, developers and
architects - this publication will provide food for thought
for anyone with an interest in rural buildings and the chal-
lenges they present.

Published by Kildare County Council

ISBN 095524591-5

Longford Women’s Voices - 
A social history of women in Co.
Longford in the Twentieth Century
Edited by Ann Donohoe
This book came about through the work of five local like-
minded women who decided to pool their knowledge of
women and of history and to write an account of what life was
really like for women in Co. Longford in the last century. 

The authors felt that memories of the early part of the 20th
century were slipping away so they planned this publication,
conducting interviews with women, asking them to recount
their experiences and memories. The taped interviews have
been donated to the county archives. The book includes fasci-
nating extracts from these interviews covering such topics as
education, religion, marriage and motherhood, education,
employment, and emigration. This is an intriguing social his-
tory and its aim was to “show what life was like for ordinary
women in those days”. It also examines the changes that came
about in the later decades of the 20th century. 

Published by the County Longford Federation of the Irish
Countrywomen’s Association

ISBN 0 9541424 5 4
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A Nature Guide to the
Ardara Portnoo Area of
County Donegal
By Richard Nairn
The Ardara Portnoo area of west Donegal holds
a wealth of wildlife and natural landscapes that is
unique to Ireland. This book is an essential
guide to the nature of the area for naturalists,
tourists and anyone who enjoys the outdoors.
With descriptions of geology, wildlife and places
to visit, it provides a handy reference guide to
the area. The book also contains checklists of
species recorded in this beautiful area and is fully
illustrated with colour photographs and maps.

Published by The Nature Press, www.nature-
press.ie

ISBN 978 0 9556328 0 8

The Field Day Archive
By Cormac Ó Duibhne
The Field Day Archive is a guide to the letters,
minutes, photographs, scripts, programmes,
reels of film, audio recordings and other items
that comprise the files of the well-known theatre
and publishing company. The resources listed
and described here are indispensable for anyone
interested in Irish political and literary culture
since 1979, when the first plans for founding the
company were mooted. The Archive contains
correspondence of the company founders and
Stephen Rea and minutes of the meetings of the
Board of Directors, which included Seamus
Heaney, Thomas Kilroy and Tom Paulin. Also
included in the Archive is a range of material
relating to other leading figures in artistic, intel-
lectual and public life in Ireland and elsewhere.

With numerous illustrations of Field Day stage
productions, publications and other activities,
this book draws together the rich variety of the
items in the archive. Archivist Cormac Ó
Duibhne frames the highly detailed listings with
introductory material, a comprehensive chronol-
ogy and a list of names or prominent people
involved with Field Day.

Published by Field Day Publications

ISBN 0 946755 34 5

Irish Walled Towns
By John Givens
As Ireland continues to evolve into a modern,
multi-cultural state, it is important to remember
that momentous change has always characterised
the history of this island. The Viking raiders of
the ninth century and the Anglo-Norman
invaders of the twelfth created disruptions that
over time ultimately came to enrich the fabric of
Irish life. Critical to the survival of both these
groups was the establishment of defensive
strongholds that evolved into medieval walled
towns and came to function as the political, cul-
tural and economic engines that drove the devel-
opment of Ireland - and continue to dominate it
today.

Irish Walled Towns tells this story by describing
the historical development of the 20 towns of
the Irish Walled Towns Network. The range is
wide and includes major urban centres and quiet
rural hamlets. Some towns are coastal, others
inland. Leinster and Munster are most heavily
represented, but there are several towns in
Connacht and two in Ulster. Some towns had
Anglo-Norman castles, others were ecclesiastical
centres. The one essential criterion is that they
were walled, most typically by a stone curtain
wall with towers, gates, and ditches that formed
a complete enclosure and established a political
and economic distinction between inhabitant
and outsider. 

The book is richly illustrated with contemporary
photographs of important heritage sites, from
the massive barbican of St. Laurence’s Gate in
Drogheda to a lonely stretch of overgrown town
wall and moat in Athenry. Fascinating historical
paintings, drawings and antique maps are also
included. The shape of each medieval town is
defined by an illustrated map that indicates the
location of existing walls, gates, mural towers,
castles, and other structures; it also shows what
are believed to be original wall lines and the sites
of other lost components of the walled towns.

The history of Ireland can literally be found in
its walled towns. Readers of this volume will gain
a new appreciation and understanding of that
history through the stories of these twenty
towns that together make up an important, and
somewhat overlooked, aspect of Ireland's cultur-
al heritage.

Published by The Liffey Press

ISBN 978-1-905785-26-1.

Everyone has a book in
them... this is yours
Introduction by Maeve Binchy
This beautiful unique book has been created to
enable families, couples and individuals to begin
the process of compiling and writing their own
life histories. Edited by journalist John Waters,
and with inspiring passages by John McGahern,
Brian Keenan, Daniel O’Donnell, Gay Byrne,
Micheál Ó Muircheartaigh and Bob Geldof, the
aim of the book is to raise much-needed funds
for the wonderful work of the Irish Hospice
Foundation. The book is divided into 21 man-
ageable sections to help people capture key
moments in their lives from their early years and
work to sports and important turning points.

Designed by Ed Milano, LifeStory is a beautiful
clothbound book with its own slipcase, ribbon
marker, and a built-in folder to store momentos.

LifeStory will make a wonderful and special gift
for loved ones - the perfect Christmas gift.

Maeve Binchy: “This book can help you to rescue
the memories from a jumble into something coher-
ent and to make sense of our lives. It will become a
family heirloom and will ensure that the extraor-
dinary life events of ordinary people will not be
forgotten.”

To purchase online, see www.lifestory.ie or
phone 01-8611580.

ISBN 0 9534880 4 7

All proceeds from this publication will support
the work of the Irish Hospice Foundation
www.hospice-foundation.ie

Lifestory 
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Some of the best songs of the Pogues, like ‘Thousands are
Sailing’, are about the nature of being Irish in another land: 

Did the old songs taunt or cheer you
And did they make you cry…
What, though, about the thousands who did not make that fate-
ful journey to Cobh, those who stayed on the land and managed
to eke out a living, resisting the lure of America and England?
Many of those who were able to stay in Ireland after independ-
ence came from the better-off classes, the small merchants and
larger farmers who were the beneficiaries of the War of
Independence, and it was not so much these as the working class
of towns and the families of small farms in the countryside who
really felt the pinch of continuing poverty.

Jack’s World is the story of one person from such an impoverished
rural family. His name was Jack Sheehan and he lived and
laboured all of his 83 years on his farm, on the Sheep’s Head
peninsula in West Cork, and he died there in 2003. All of his 10
brothers and sisters left home to find employment but Jack, born
in 1920, stayed at home with his parents and worked the land,
keeping the farm going through some desperate decades until
better times finally arrived. He never married, never had children,
and it required discipline and dedication, as well as strength of
character, to sustain a living on a farm and improve it when the
odds were not in his favour. The same challenge was faced by his
neighbours and it was only by helping each other that they got by.  

Still a working farmer when the 21st century arrived, Jack
watched the land around him being turned into building plots,
not so much for homes in a community but for the benefit of
profit-seeking speculators. Towards the end of his life, he did feel
consternation at seeing what was happening to the land with
which he had shared his life. The impoverishment that one kind
of wealth was bringing to Ireland was playing itself out in the
landscape, despoiling what were once fields where people
laboured, disinheriting the land and defacing it. 

Jack liked to quote the words of a representative of a farmers’
union who warned once that rural Ireland risked becoming a land
of ‘briars, bullocks and bachelors’ but he lived to see an alterna-
tive possibility: the land becoming a place for sedentary lives in
second homes with satellite television, a kind of Switzerland on
the western seaboard. The landscape of Jack’s world was perspic-
uous, suffused with the meaning it embodied, but towards the
end of his life he saw how it was in danger of being scarred by sets
of new investment/tax-break houses, agglomerations of ugliness
signifying little more than the private possession of capital. 

On 13 October 2000, Jack made a note in his diary of something
that was happening near the village: ‘cutting down wood in build-
ing site’ and, three days later, ‘building first of new houses above
Fitzpatricks in Ardahill’. A field north of Fitzpatrick’s, the pub in
the village where the Goat’s Path road begins, was being turned
into a building site and a small wood in the field was being felled
to clear the ground. Jack wrote down the name of the soon-to-
disappear field, Páirc a Muinne, and three weeks later, on a trip to
Dublin to visit his brother, he saw a production of Brian Friel’s
Translations, a play about the love and loss of place and the frag-
menting of an organic community.

All, though, is not gloom. Translations also asserts how the power
of imagination can prove stronger than the ‘landscape of fact’
being recorded by the Ordnance Surveyors as they go about
replacing Gaelic with Anglicised names. A book like Jack’s World,
enriched by over 80 insightful colour photographs of Jack’s farm,
his fields and his habitat, is an example of just this possibility.

Jack’s World is published by Cork University Press.

Jack’s World - Farming on the Sheep’s Head Peninsula, 1920-2003
Text by Sean Sheehan. Photography by Danny Gralton and Ciaran Watson

Towards the end of his life, he did feel 
consternation at seeing what was happening
to the land with which he had shared his life. 
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Spring Drive - The Vee
for Hannah

Whin. Heather. Scraggy thorn.
Dollops of pudding stone. The air
whetted with chill. Bright and weak,
the sun strikes the bare knuckle
of a sandstone ridge.

On this narrow, high road
I clamber to a vantage point
to watch a hen harrier fall from its brink,
sweep down-valley to where
a patch of spruce borders the sky -

or is it sea? A steely blue.
And lingering for a while,
my longing shies, holds me back
from the slow, inevitable descent
to the floodplain.

By Edward Denniston, Waterford.

Letters to the Editor
The Reintroduction of Red Deer to the Burren
Dear Editor,
I read with interest Ian Doyle’s article ‘The Burren -
Preserving an outstanding cultural landscape?’ in the
summer/autumn 2007 edition of Heritage Outlook.
I agree strongly with his plea, that something needs to be
done about the widespread encroachment of hazel scrub
into the region. Over the past two decades I have
watched the problem get worse and have agonised over
what could be the solution. The impact on Archeological
sites and access to them has become as problematic as the
decline in area of species-rich grasslands. In a few places
fine woodland has developed adding a welcome, legiti-
mate dimension to the ecology of this otherwise open
landscape but most people agree that an overgrown
Burren is an undesirable state of affairs.
I feel that in order for the existing range of heritage val-
ues to be maintained it will be necessary to respond in a
concerted, far-sighted way rather than on an ad hoc basis,
which has been the way to date. The task is onerous: to
use mechanical means - JCBs and the like - often results
in the destruction of the delicate soil cover with its
unique plant associations and widespread, often subtle,
Archeological features; to use chemical sprays to the
degree required would inevitably result in local chemical
build-up and ultimately long-term pollution of the
Burren Aquifer. So where do we go?
The answer, or part of it, as I see it, lies in reintroduction
of the native scrub-browsing specialist, the red deer.
Essentially a woodland species the red deer would browse
the hazel shoots and bark, thus greatly restricting the
spread of the scrub.
Of course there could be problems as there inevitably are
with reintroductions, but careful planning and a pro-
gramme of consultation with the landowners would help
to minimise these. The winterage farmers, protective of
their precious upland grazing, have been at war with the
expanding goat herds. Not only do the goats exploit the
easily accessed upland grazing at the expense of the cat-
tle, but they have a reputation for knocking down the
drystone walls, thus exacerbating the problem. Would
not red deer do the same? Possibly, but to a much lesser
degree, in my view. They would browse in preference
and, being more agile/less sheep-like in group behaviour,
would tend to jump rather than knock the walls. They
would graze some winterage but so do the many hares of
the region and I have heard no objections to them.
Overall the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages.

To begin with, Archeological and literary evidence (most
recently from Glencurran Cave, per Marion Dowd)
shows that the red deer was an important long-standing
member of the Burren’s native fauna, probably since early
post-glacial times. 
It appears to have died out (or was exterminated, as was
the case throughout most of Ireland) in the Early Modern
Period due to the final extensive clearances of its wood-
land habitat and overhunting. In principle, therefore, red
deer reintroduction has historical legitimacy. The conser-
vation advantages are obvious and do not need to be
restated. The benefits to the local economy would
undoubtedly be significant. The main benefit would be to
tourism: the visual impact of this large yet benign ungu-
late in open country would be a considerable additional
ecotourism draw in a place already famous for its plants. 
Detractors will of course raise the issue of control. How
do you keep such a large independent animal where you
want it? Obviously ring-fencing the Burren with deer fence
would be prohibitively expensive and aesthetically undesir-
able. Though I am not offering a solution to this very real
problem it is my belief that the deer would tend to stay
where the food is, i.e. in the scrub. In the absence of the
wolf, its natural predator (don't worry I am not advocat-
ing its return - yet), it will be necessary to cull the deer. I
have no problems with that and ‘Burren Organic Venison’
sounds like an exceptionally good brand idea to me.
The issue of deer road-kills and the occasional associated
accident in the Scottish highlands and elsewhere has been
given much media coverage, much over the top, I feel. In
any case, the road system in the Burren is positively
archaic (long may it remain so), a strong inhibitory factor
against speeding.
It is in the interests of the guardians of the native
Killarney herd, for reasons of conservation and genetic
strain maintenance, to distribute deer to satellite locali-
ties. Surely the case of the Burren with its additional
practical consideration ranks as one such location.
The recent reintroductions of golden eagle (into
Donegal) and white-tailed eagle (into Kerry), despite ini-
tial teething problems, have been successful. They have
also been accepted and have gained ‘ownership’ locally,
not least for their tourism ramifications. 
In my view similar potential exists for red deer in the
Burren. 
- Gordon D’Arcy, Kilcolgan, Co. Galway

Poetry

The editor welcomes your letters. Please send submissions to: The Editor, 
Heritage Outlook, The Heritage Council, Rothe House, Parliament St, Kilkenny. 

Or email: mail@heritagecouncil.ie
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ACROSS
1. And 34 Across.‘Super-weed’ from

the Orient - Fallopia japonica
(8,8)

5. Along with 31 Across, one of our
burial mounds (6)

10. Type of Norman fortification -
surrounded by Bailey? (5)

11. Can’t make it plainer - it’s like a
cold-blooded vertebrate! (9)

12. And 15 Across. Template for com-
munities to record their own area
(9) See Heritage Outlook
Summer/Autumn 2007 

13. Was the Bard’s on Mid-summer’s
night? (5)

15. See 12 Across
17. Could one look this worn or

gaunt in the old farmyard? (7)
21. Store for all the weapons and

equipment  (7)
24. Place of origin of one of our two

finest illuminated manuscripts  (6)
26. This book was brought to this

location c.804 - now in Trinity (5)
29. Type of boatman who might

ignore old Venetians? (9)
31. Neolithic passage tomb built to

mark winter solstice (9)
32. One who works with metal specif-

ically (5)
33. Medieval clerk or calligrapher (6)
34. See 1 Across.

DOWN
1. Confused multitude of things (6)
2. Strengths or capacities to produce

strong effects  (9)
3. Requirements... necessities (5)
4. Saw-toothed or jagged (7)
6. Mythological Greek nymph of

lakes and rivers (5)
7. Produce a literary work or compo-

sition (5)
8. Stitched or crafted individually (8)
9. Gift of communication by word of

mouth (6)
14. Formation of masts, sails on a ves-

sel (3)
16. Caddy or tin container  (3)
18. Lough ___ has crannogs and

standing stones in Co Limerick (3)
19. Earliest known inhabitants of a

region, not just antipodean! (9)
20. Certain distinguishing symbols or

brands (8)
22. Smooth, snake-like marine or

freshwater fish  (3)
23. Story about mythical or supernat-

ural beings or events (6)
24. Dark underground cell in medieval

castle or fortress (7)
25. Wild plant such as Butterfly,

Pyramid or O’Kelly’s Spotted ___(6)
27. Inferior or subordinate (5)
28. Clean this vegetation, like the

Burren’s hazel (5)
30. Beginning or early stages (5)

To win a book voucher
worth €50, please send
your completed grid, plus
name and address, to:

HERITAGE OUTLOOK
Crossword Competition,
Attention: Isabell
The Heritage Council,
Rothe House, Parliament
Street, Kilkenny, 
Co Kilkenny.
Closing date: March 1st 2008

Congratulations to 
Edward Cunningham, 
Raheen, Limerick, who sent in
the winning entry to our last
crossword competition.
Solution to Crossword No. 8, Heritage
Outlook Summer/Autumn 2007: 

ACROSS: 1. clay and wattle; 
8. windmill; 9. ovine; 10. an; 11. adieu;
12. inaugural; 13. lineal; 15. sonic; 
17. ruins; 18. sumach; 21. estuaries; 
23. cobra; 24. ra; 25. tired; 
26. monolith; 27. climate change.

DOWN: 2. aeneid; 3. armouries; 
4. dulcimers; 5. thong; 6. emigrant; 
7. the black death; 8. weather-beaten;
10. auk; 14. limestone; 15. sackcloth;
16. historic; 19. era; 20. obrien; 
22. ard-rí.

Crossword No.9 
(compiled by Nóinín)
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FIELDS OF DEMETER 
Fields of Demeter - Seasons in the European Landscape is
a documentary on DVD that explores our common
European Cultural Landscape Heritage. Cultural landscapes
give us a sense of place and reveal our relationship with
the land over time. These are special places that contain
aspects of our origin and development through their
forms, features and history of use. Fields of Demeter is a
voyage through the diversity, trends and challenges of our
everyday cultural landscapes in Europe. 

This film was produced by the ECL project under the EU
Culture 2000 programme. The ECL project aims to com-
municate the universal importance of European Cultural
Landscapes and enable a greater understanding and
appreciation of their significance. This will help to raise
awareness about the urgent need to protect our cultural
landscape heritage through sustainable agricultural and
land use practices. 

46 minutes. Produced in cooperation with the National
University of Ireland, Galway. For more information see
www.fieldsofdemeter.org

COILLTE NATURE CONSERVATION
Coillte are delighted to launch their most recent nature
conservation project, in conjunction with European Union
DG-Environment under the LIFE nature programme. This
project, titled ‘Restoring Priority Woodland Habitats in
Ireland’, is managed by Coillte and focuses on the restora-
tion of nine Coillte owned sites, totalling 550.8 hectares of
priority woodland habitat. The aim of the four-year project
is to put in place conditions that will allow priority wood-
land to regenerate in future years.  To coincide with this
launch the project website has been released. Please see
www.woodlandrestoration.ie

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND - 
COUNTRY LIFE
Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo.

Sunday 2 December, 2.30-3.30pm. History of the GAA.
Join Mike Cronin, author of Sport and Nationalism in
Ireland, for a talk explaining how the GAA came into being
and why it has been so significant in Irish History. Age 7+

Sunday 16 December, 2.30-3.30pm. Performance: ‘The
devil shouldn't get all the good tunes’. All ages. Join the
Castlebar Gospel Choir in a rousing afternoon of Negro
spiritual and folk songs of North America.

Wednesday 19 December, 3.30-4.30pm. Mummers
Masks workshop. The Mummers were a group of people
who traditionally performed an intricate play with varied
characters around Christmas time. Join Ted Kelly to make
a Mummer's mask. Age 7+

ATHY HERITAGE CENTRE
April 13, 2008, South Kildare Medieval Festival

April - Cecil Day Lewis Poetry/Literary Awards. 

May - Athy Water Festival and Art Exhibition.  

Contact the Athy Heritage Centre-Museum, Emily Square,
Athy, Co. Kildare. Phone 059-8633075. 
email athyheritage@eircom.net  
www.athyheritagecentre-museum.ie

EXPLORE THE BURREN
Walking in a Winter Wonderland - Free guided walks
exploring the extraordinary heritage of the Burren. First
Sunday of every month. 10.30am, Kinvara, Co. Galway. 
Contact info@burrenbeo.com or 091-638096 for details.
Burrenbeo is a non-profit information and education
provider for the Burren. 
See www.burrenbeo.com

Notice Board
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IPCC BOG OF ALLEN NATURE CENTRE
Friday 2 February - WORLD WETLANDS DAY
Why not come along and take part in the Bog of Allen
Nature Centre World Wetlands Fun Day for children aged
between 7 and 13 years. Activities supervised by experi-
enced tutors to include: nature crafts, a visit to Lodge Bog;
and pond dipping, 10am 1pm. Bring a snack pack, rain-
coat and outdoor shoes. Places limited. Cost €15. Contact
IPCC at 045-860133.

Tuesday 29 January - Wet Wonderful and Wild Bogs and
Fens - six-week evening course at the Botany Department,
University College Dublin. The course includes six two-
hour workshops on the heritage, wildlife and conservation
of bogs. Hands-on classes and slide shows are a feature
of each session. The course will also include a field trip on
Saturday 1 March to three peatland sites in the Bog of
Allen. Bookings through the Adult Education Centre, UCD,
on tel 01-7167123. Please quote HN207. Fee €210.

Monday 31 March - Bog of Allen Nature Centre re-opens
for school visits and special interest groups. Brochure of
programmes available by post (tel. 045-860133) or see
www.ipcc.ie.

Thursday 20 March - Easter Frogs Day - Easter Fun Day at
the Bog of Allen Nature Centre for children aged 7-13yrs.
Activities supervised by experienced tutors to include:
Pond Dipping, Frog Search and Froggy Crafts, 10am-1pm.
Bring a snack pack, raincoat and outdoor shoes. Places
limited. €15 Contact IPCC.

Sunday 25 May - Wildlife Gardening and Composting
Open Day at the Bog of Allen Nature Centre, Lullymore,
Rathangan, Co. Kildare, 12-4pm. Events will include illus-
trated slideshow on Wildlife Gardening. Guided tours of
the gardens at the Bog of Allen Nature Centre, composting
workshop, sale of plants and wildlife gardening books and
composting cones in the Nature Shop. Funds raised go
towards the Save the Bogs Campaign. Contact IPCC at
045-860133. Volunteers and donations of goods welcome.
Families and friends welcome. Bring picnics. Admission
€2, children free.

CHESTER BEATTY LIBRARY 
‘One Hundred Aspects of the Moon’ - Japanese Woodblock
Prints by Yoshitoshi. This new exhibition at the Chester
Beatty Library will run from 16 November 2007 to 17
February 2008. 

The life of the artist Tsukioka Yoshitoshi (1839-1892)
spanned the violent transformation of Japan from a
medieval to a modern society. Working in the ephemeral
medium of woodblock prints or ukiyo-e, literally ‘pictures
of the floating world’, Yoshitoshi at first confronted the
savagery of his time. By the 1880s, he created ‘One
Hundred Aspects of the Moon’, a more tranquil series of a
hundred portraits imaginatively linked to phases of the
moon. These portrayals of individuals, both ordinary and
great, combined native lyricism with a dynamic, modern
look resulting from his adoption of western spatial tech-
niques and colouring. For his brilliance as a print designer,
Yoshitoshi is today celebrated as one of the masters of the
ukiyo-e tradition.

This print collection was formed by the late Else and
Joseph Chapman. The exhibition is lent by the Museum of
International Folk Art, Museum of New Mexico, USA, and
is accompanied by a catalogue. Entry is free.

Chester Beatty Library, Dublin Castle, Dublin 2. Phone 01-
4070750. www.cbl.ie

Notice Board
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Cliona O’Brien recently took up the post of
Wildlife Officer for the Heritage Council. A native
of Cork, Cliona earned her BSc at University
College Cork in 1996 and went on to do a Masters
in Conservation Biology at the Durrell Institute of
Conservation and Ecology, Canterbury, UK. The
focus of Cliona’s Masters research was on the
impact of an introduced snake on an endemic
amphibian in Mallorca.

In 2000, Cliona took up a position with WWF’s
(World Wide Fund for Nature) office in the United
Kingdom and then moved to the post of Senior
Policy Analyst- Wildlife Trade for WWF
International, initially based in the UK, but most
recently in Rome, Italy. The focus of Cliona’s work
with WWF was the development and co-ordination
of WWF policy with regard to international wildlife
trade issues (predominantly related to CITES- the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species in Wild Fauna and Flora) and associated
advocacy with government. 

Appointment
Wildlife Officer

IRISH WILDLIFE TRUST 
Saturday 8 December - ‘Winter Ramble’ in Dublin.
10.30am-3pm. Call 01-8602839 to book a place.

Tuesday 11 December - ‘Explore’ somewhere different
every month - Dalkey and Killiney Hill Park. 10am - 12pm.
Ring the office for meeting place. Join Andrew as he
explores this hillside area of Dublin.

Saturday 15 December - ‘Conservation in Action -
Hedgelaying Training’ - Turvey Park, Donabate. Ever want-
ed to learn how to lay a hedge? 10am-3pm. We join forces
with Conservation Volunteers Fingal for a day of hedgelay-
ing. Call 01-8602839 for details. See www.iwt.ie

GLOBAL WARMING WEBSITE 
Ireland’s attitudes towards ‘green issues’ is changing.
Once seen as the preserve of the ‘woolly sandal’ brigade,
green issues are now centre stage. To reflect this changing
mood and provide a forum for discussion on the issues, 
www.globalwarming.ie has been launched. In it we have
daily updated news, videos, and the green pages. Watch
the videos, register and comment. Is it impending disas-
ter? See http://www.globalwarming.ie/impending-disas-
ter.html 

What’s clear so far is that we don’t know all the facts
about global warming. It’s interesting to see the differing
views, let us know what you think. The website will also
offer more sections on carbon offsetting and education,
where we will be looking at some of the ways each of us
can get involved. 
The debate has just begun, join in.
www.globalwarming.ie

USE YOUR PHONE TO HELP THE ISPCA
The Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
has just launched the ISPCA Phone Community. This ini-
tiative does not cost you any money. You become a mem-
ber of the ISPCA Phone Community by switching your
home and/or business phone account over to the service.
Your calls are still routed over the Eircom network so
everything remains the same but you could be donating
€100 per year to the ISPCA at no cost to yourself. To
learn more about this scheme, please phone 1800 855
550. www.ispca.ie

RESTORING THE ASGARD 1
The RTÉ Radio 1 Monday night programme Seascapes

has produced an exclusive programme (to be aired on
December 10) on the restoration of the most historic ves-
sel in Ireland –  Asgard 1. The vessel currently resides in
the National Museum, Dublin and has massive historic sig-
nificance. The Asgard 1 brought the guns to Howth in
1914 that armed the Irish Volunteers for the Easter Rising
of 1916. Erskine Childers (father of the later President of
Ireland) owned it and was part of the Easter Rising and
was later executed for his part in the Civil War by the then
Irish Free Government, as it was called at the time.

Notice Board
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Cavan: Ann Marie Ward
Cavan County Council, 
The Farnham Centre,
Farnham Street, Cavan
Tel. 049-4378614 email:
amcurley@cavancoco.ie

Cork: Sharon Casey
Heritage Unit
Cork County Council
Millview House
Victoria Cross, Cork
021-4818006 email:
sharon.casey@corkcoco.ie

Cork City: Niamh
Twomey
Cork City Council, 
City Hall, Cork
Tel. 021-4924018  email:
niamh_twomey@corkcity.ie

Clare: Congella McGuire
Clare County Council
New Road, Ennis, Co Clare
Tel. 065-6846408
email: cmcguire@clarecoco.ie

Dublin City: 
Donncha O’Dulaing
Dublin City Council
Planning & Development
Department
Block 3 Floor 3
Civic Offices, Wood Quay
Dublin 8. Tel. 01-222 3184
email:
donncha.odulaing@dublincity.ie

Donegal: Dr Joe Gallagher
Donegal County Council
Station Island, Lifford
Co Donegal
Tel. 074-9172576  email:
j.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown:
Tim Carey
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown
County Council
County Hall, Dun Laoghaire
County Dublin
Tel. 01-2054868
email: tcarey@dlrcoco.ie

Fingal: Dr Gerry Clabby
Fingal County Council
PO Box 174, County Hall 
Swords, Co Dublin
Tel. 01-8905697  email:
gerryclabby@fingalcoco.ie

Galway City: Jim Higgins
Galway City Council
City Hall, College Road
Galway
Tel. 091-526574 Ext. 547
email: 
jim.higgins@galwaycity.ie

Galway County:
Marie Mannion
Galway County Council
Forward Planning Section
County Hall, Prospect Hill
Galway  Tel. 091-509000
Ext. 198  email: 
mmannion@galwaycoco.ie

Kerry: Una Cosgrave
Kerry County Council
Aras an Chontae
Tralee, Co Kerry
Tel. 066-7121111  email: 
una.cosgrave@kerrycoco.ie

Kildare: Bridget Loughlin
Kildare County Council
Aras Chill Dara, Devoy
Park, Naas, Co Kildare
Tel. 045-980791
email: Bloughlin@kildarecoco.ie

Kilkenny:
Dearbhala Ledwidge
Kilkenny County Council
County Hall, John Street
Kilkenny
Tel. 056-7794126
email: 
dearbhala.ledwidge@kilkennycoco.ie

Laois: Catherine Casey
Laois County Council
Áras an Chontae
Portlaoise, Co Laois
Tel. 0502-8674348
email: ccasey@laoiscoco.ie

Limerick: Tom O’Neill
Limerick County Council
County Buildings
79/84 O’Connell Street
Limerick  Tel. 061-496000 
email:
toneill@limerickcoco.ie

Longford: 
Mairead Ni Chonghaile
Longford County Council
Áras an Chontae
Great Water Street
Longford, Co. Longford
Tel. 043-40731
email: 
mnichonghaile@longfordcoco.ie

Louth: 
Brendan McSherry
Louth County Council,
County Hall, Millennium
Centre, Dundalk, Co Louth
Tel. 042-9324109  email:
brendan.mcsherry@louthcoco.ie

Mayo: 
Dr. Deirdre Cunningham
Mayo County Council
Áras an Chontae
Castlebar, Co Mayo
Tel. 094-9047684  email:
dcunningham@mayococo.ie

Meath: 
Dr. Loretto Guinan
Meath County Council
County Hall
Navan, Co Meath
Tel. 046-9097404
email: lguinan@meathcoco.ie

Monaghan: 
Shirley Clerkin
Monaghan County Council,
Community and Enterprise,
Market Street, Monaghan
Tel. 047-38140 Ext. 312
email: 
sclerkin@monaghancoco.ie

North Tipperary:
Dr Siobhan Geraghty
North Tipperary County
Council, Civic Offices,
Limerick Rd, Nenagh  
Tel. 067-44587  email: 
sgeraghty@northtippcoco.ie

Offaly: Amanda Pedlow
Offaly County Council
Charleville Rd
Tullamore, Co Offaly
Tel. 057-9346839
email:
apedlow@offalycoco.ie

Roscommon: 
Nollaig McKeon
Roscommon County
Council, Courthouse
Roscommon
Tel. 090-6637100
email: 
nmckeon@roscommoncoco.ie

Sligo: Siobhan Ryan
Sligo County Council
Riverside. Sligo
Tel. 071-9111226
email: sryan@sligococo.ie
or heritage@sligococo.ie

Waterford: 
Dominic Berridge
Waterford County Council
Civic Offices, Dungarvan
Co Waterford
Tel. 058-21199  email: 
dberridge@waterfordcoco.ie

Wicklow: Deirdre Burns
Wicklow County Council
County Buildings
Wicklow
Tel. 0404-20100  email:
dburns@wicklowcoco.ie

Michael Starrett
Chief Executive

Anne Barcoe
P.A. to Chief Executive 

and Chairperson 

Ger Croke
Temporary 

Secretarial Support

Ian Doyle
Archaeologist

Paula Drohan 
Financial Controller

Alison Harvey
Planning and 

Development Officer

Oonagh Duggan
Inland Waterways/

Marine Officer

Shirley Kelly  
Secretarial Support

Dr. Hugh Maguire
Museums and 

Archives Officer

Martina Malone 
Secretarial Support

Colm Murray
Architect

Amanda Ryan 
Grants Administrator

Liam Scott 
Human Resources Manager 

Isabell Smyth
Communications and

Education Officer

Cliona O’Brien
Wildlife Officer

HERITAGE COUNCIL STAFF

LOCAL AUTHORITY HERITAGE OFFICERS

What is Heritage?
Under the National Heritage Act

(1995), 
‘heritage’ is defined as 

including the following areas:

- Monuments

- Archeological Objects

- Heritage Objects

- Architectural heritage

- Flora and Fauna

- Wildlife Habitats - Landscapes

- Seascapes and Wrecks - Geology

- Heritage Gardens and Parks

- Inland Waterways

Heritage Council staff can be contacted at: 
The Heritage Council, Rothe House, Parliament Street, Kilkenny, Co Kilkenny. 

Tel. 056-7770777  Fax. 056-7770788  Email: mail@heritagecouncil.com
www.heritagecouncil.ie




