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The Heritage Council has recently transferred across to the new
department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, under Minister
Jimmy Deenihan. This new configuration seems to acknowledge
the importance of exploring and mining the interface between
living and historical culture, and presents new and exciting
challenges for the heritage sector. Firmly placed at the creative
edge of contemporary Irish culture, the ‘Irishness’ of the arts
(and indeed also of craft) is drawn from the well of heritage, the
conservation and authenticity of which is the concern of bodies
like the Heritage Council. 

The authenticity of our heritage is not something that can be
left to chance, and safeguarding it becomes an even more
urgent challenge when, as is now the case, heritage and culture
are seen as crucial to ‘national recovery’. More than simply our
international shop window, it is claimed that, as a direct product
of our heritage, the idiosyncrasies of the Irish character are
uniquely suited to the demands for imagination and creativity in
modern product design and delivery. In this context heritage is
not a lifeless archive where the historical roots of our love affair
with ambiguity, word-play, image-play and so on, are kept in
aspic, rather, it is a well-spring to which we must return again
and again to nourish and inspire our imaginations. 

Stirring stuff perhaps, but the 60% cut in expenditure on
heritage this year suggests that this is just empty rhetoric, that
we are slipping back into the old mode of preferencing
appearance over substance. Is the authenticity of our heritage to
be sacrificed on the altar of fiscal recovery or is it to be
cherished? How contemporary Ireland draws upon its heritage
over the next few years will reveal a lot about our values. 

Everyone knows that the phrase ‘national recovery’ means
much more than just fiscal recovery: in fact, in the long term,
fiscal recovery is inevitable. Recovering from the assault on the
values we associate with Irishness (including caring for our
landscape) is just as pressing a challenge. We have to make sure
that in the rush to recover financial stability that Irishness is not
doubly burgled through the cynical commodification of our
heritage and our landscapes.

In the first instance we should be recovering Ireland for
ourselves. We should be gifting Ireland back to ourselves. If we
do that we will make Ireland an even more attractive place to
visit and to do business. Our place is our resource.

If, for instance, we are to increase our heritage and eco-
tourism offering we need to make sure that it is done in a
sustainable way. Today’s heritage and eco-tourist is a discerning
customer who will quickly see through the veneer of appearance
over substance. In fact, making visible the actual mechanics of
sustainable heritage management is becoming de rigueur and
has the added benefit of literally publicising best practice in the
stewardship of public heritage. 

Conor Newman, Chairman, the Heritage Council
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Our Place is our Resource

Heritage Outlook Comment
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National Heritage Week 2011
YOUR HISTORY. YOUR CULTURE. YOUR NATURE.

National Heritage Week takes place during the last
week of August each year and is now firmly established
in Ireland’s annual event calendar as a unique week-
long programme of events which celebrates our
natural, cultural and built heritage. 

The Heritage Council has coordinated Heritage Week
since 2005 and each year it has gone from strength to
strength. In 2010 there were a record breaking 1,300
events organised all around Ireland with over 700 event
organisers from all walks of life involved. Feedback from
event organisers told us that nearly 400,000 people took
part in 2010 events, which is a testimony to the enduring
interest Irish people have for heritage, and to the benefits
and necessity of protecting our heritage, from a cultural
and tourism perspective. The week provides oppor-
tunities to promote Ireland’s ‘off the beaten track’
treasures and to increase visitor numbers to heritage
sites, museums, galleries, parks, gardens and buildings of
historical interest. Significantly it also facilitates grass-root
heritage experiences, upon which the survival and growth
of our heritage-tourism industry depends. It does this
through making heritage accessible to everyone, and by
creating education and awareness opportunities
regarding heritage issues.

At the time of print, event registration for 2011 has kicked
off. We hope that with the help and support of our national
institutions, state agencies, community groups and all
heritage enthusiasts, all of whom are vital to the success of
the week, that National Heritage Week 2011 will be the
biggest and best yet!
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For further information, full event listings
or to find out how you can get involved
in National Heritage Week check out
www.heritageweek.ie, email
heritageweek@heritagecouncil.ie,
CallSave 1850 200 878 or connect with
us on Facebook or Twitter.

National Heritage Week is supported by
Fáilte Ireland and part of European
Heritage Days which take place in over
40 countries across Europe.
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New Perspective
Newly Appointed Minister of Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht Affairs,
Jimmy Deenihan T.D., outlines his heritage priorities

 Promote the role which Ireland’s heritage has to play
in making Ireland an attractive destination for
sustainable tourism and inward investment.

 Ensure that we strengthen the conservation and
protection of Ireland’s heritage, including through
improved compliance with national and EU law. 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department
operates Ireland’s six National Parks and seventy two nature
reserves. These parks and reserves can play a much more
dynamic role in bringing tourists to Ireland and to particular
regions than they previously have. I believe that through
working closely with tourism interests, local authorities and
the local community we can strengthen this role throughout
the country. 

In regard to the built heritage side of my brief, I believe
that we must increase the appreciation of the importance of
those elements of our built heritage which are unique or
distinct to this island. That distinction may come from the
archaeological wonder of Brú na Bóinne or Sceilig Mhichíl, the
iconic thatched cottage, or the wealth of the “Big House”, or
of Georgian Dublin. In addition to the many economic benefits
these cultural assets bring, it is through our heritage that we,
as Irish people experience the history of Ireland itself and find
understanding of how we have developed as a nation. 

We all know that resources are very limited. I believe
therefore, that we need to work more creatively with both
public and private interests to carry out the job of heritage
protection and promotion. We need to pull together the
creative energy of all heritage interests in delivering high
quality heritage protection and promotion. I intend to work

closely with key partner bodies such as the OPW, the Heritage
Council, the Irish Heritage Trust, the Landmark Trust and other
heritage interests in delivering these overall objectives.

One of my biggest challenges will be to work towards a
greater understanding of the issues we face in protecting our
natural heritage. The boom years of construction brought
about particular pressures on our environment. Mistrust has
arisen in recent years in rural Ireland about what are perceived
to be “urban” views of the countryside. Much has been
achieved in ensuring that agricultural policy and practice is
more compatible with nature conservation, but I believe that
we still have some way to go in this regard. This will be a
significant issue for me as we work through the CAP reform
agenda over the next two years. We are also under significant
pressure to ensure that we are in full compliance with EU law
on nature conservation.

I believe that we can reconcile many of the differences
that have arisen. We can do this by building strong coalitions
of interest nationally, and in our local communities, which
view nature conservation, not as an imposition on a
traditional way of life, but as an opening up of new
possibilities to appreciate the beauty of our countryside, 
and the rich heritage of nature, as something which we
celebrate and which can bring new sources of income to
local communities. 

The Government’s intent in this area can be seen already
with the establishment of an independently chaired Peatlands
Council. While difficult issues still remain in relation to turf
cutting, the fact that we have brought together all the various
interests in one forum will help break down mistrust and will, I
hope, bring about agreed solutions to outstanding issues.  

It was always important in my mind to work together in
protecting our heritage, and I have done that down the
years within my own local community. The State cannot do
it all on its own. The more long-term and sustainable
approach is for local people and the community itself to
feel that they are the guardians of our built and natural
heritage with the support of the State behind them. I will be
working hard over the next number of years to put that
sustainable approach in place. 

Jimmy Deenihan T.D.
Minister of Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht Affairs

Biodiversity Inventory Launch,
March 2011: l-r Conor Newman,

Chair of the Heritage Council.
Dr. Liam Lysaght, Director of

National Biodiversity Data
Centre, Mr Jimmy Deenihan,

Minister for Arts, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht and Dr Mary Kelly

Quinn, Chair of National
Biodiversity Data Centre

Ireland’s rich heritage 
can play a central role in
national economic
recovery and employment
generation. In my term of
office I will have two key
overarching objectives in
the heritage area, these
are to: 

Heritage News 
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The Heritage Council has estimated that there are
38,171 protected structures in Ireland. It has
published an index to the Records of Protected
Structures held by each planning authority on its
website. Colm Murray, Architecture Officer for the
Heritage Council said that “the information is very much
in draft form at the moment, and we welcome any
external feedback that will improve its accuracy. For the
moment it should be considered as a work in progress,
but the framework for keeping tabs on the total numbers
is now in place.”

Since 1999, 87 planning authorities (County Councils,
City Councils and Borough Councils) have had the
responsibility of protecting architectural heritage by
including buildings of special architectural, artistic,
archaeological, cultural, historic, scientific, social or
technical interest in lists in their development plans. 
Most of these are now available on planning authorities’
websites, and a spreadsheet of the ones that are, with
web links to the pages, has been published on the
Council’s website. It is available at www.heritagecouncil.ie
and the Council hopes to be able to keep this up-to-date
from year to year. The protection of structures by
including them in the Record of Protected Structures
remains the responsibility of each of these 87 planning
authorities, and the final word on what is or is not a
protected structure also remains with them.  

Colm Murray went on to say “getting to grips with the
number of protected structures nationwide is long
overdue. This information will be of use in formulating
grant policy to support building conservation, especially
now that it is likely to be based on the value of such
investment to national economic recovery. Protected
structures deserve to be maintained and repaired with the
special care and attention of skilled conservation

craftspeople. With unemployment hitting construction
workers hardest in the last two years, providing
employment opportunities in maintaining our built
heritage surely ought to be a priority. Conservation work
is labour-intensive, adds value to existing assets, and
improves our collective quality of life.  

A further use for this information is as an indicator of
the state of the historic environment. Environmental
Impact Assessments, Strategic Environmental
Assessments and Regional Planning Guidelines all require
indicators to monitor environmental trends. The number
of protected structures in a given region is one such
indicator that can, over time, tell the story of the evolution
of our capacity for stewardship of the environment.

The smallest protected structure listed was a
milestone near the Deadman’s Inn in Lucan, Co. Dublin.
The largest complex of buildings covered by a single
entry is likely to be St. Ita’s Hospital complex, Portrane,
Co. Dublin. This is an extensive C19th mental hospital
complex of around one hundred structures.

Please contact Colm Murray at the Heritage 
Council on 056 777 0777 with any feedback, or for further
information on this project.  

Index to Protected Structures Published Online

Left: St Patrick’s Church,
Ardagh, Co. Longford, one of 
c. 38,171 protected structures
in the country.

Below: Milestone near the
Deadman’s Inn in Lucan, 
Co. Dublin.

Heritage News 



The existing Clare County Council heritage booklet –
Rian Na Manach – or ‘Pathway of the Monks’ has been
converted into a free-to-download, user-friendly
application for the iPhone and iPad. The App was 100%
funded by the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport
through the Cultural Technology Grant Scheme 2010
and was the first initiative of its kind within the Clare
local authorities. 

The trails were developed following a comprehensive
audit of over 80 early Christian, medieval and Celtic
ecclesiastical buildings throughout County Clare. The
App features thirty three ecclesiatical sites from across
four heritage trails throughout County Clare, supported
by photographs and detailed descriptive text. Sites
include Ennis Franciscan Friary, Dysert O’Dea
Romanesque Church near Corofin, Inis Cealtra in
Mountshannon, Kilfarboy Church near Miltown Malbay,
St. Cronán’s C10th Church at Tuamgraney, Kilchreest
Church in Ballynacally and North Clare’s Corcomroe
Abbey. These sites are some of the best examples in
Ireland of churches for worship, round towers, enclosure
walls, crypts and gravestones and are of huge heritage
value as sites of archaeological and architectural
interest, as wildlife habitats, as repositories of local
genealogy and for the sculpture and art which was often
part of the fabric of these buildings. 

Clare County Council is hoping the project will
increase awareness of County Clare’s rich history,
culture and heritage, reach out to a wider audience,
boost visitor numbers and provide the basis for the
future roll-out of similar ICT projects. It is also hoped
that the increased awareness generated through this
App will form the basis for enhanced protection of these
and other sites, with improved accessibility afforded to
the public, as appropriate. 

The App provides a unique contrast, using 21st
Century cutting edge technology to showcase some of the
finest examples of the county’s ecclesiastical heritage. It
has been live and available to download since the end of
last year and to date there have been approximately 170
downloads. If you own an iPhone or iPad and happen to
be in County Clare, why not download the App for free at
www.clarecoco.ie or www.clare.ie or alternatively,
directly from Apple’s App Store. 
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Pictured at Dysert Church at the launch of the downloadable App are (l-r):
Congella Maguire, Heritage Officer; Christy Curtin, Mayor of Clare; 
Eilis O’Nuallain, Executive Planner and Gordon Daly, Senior Planner, 
all Clare County Council.

South doorway of Kilfenora Cathedral, Co. Clare, photo by Sonia
Schorman, courtesy Clare County Library

County Clare Monuments now on iPhone App

Images from new iPhone heritage trail App

Heritage News 
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‘A splendid innovation which will help us record these
carvings for posterity. It brings up much more detail
than you can see with the naked eye.’ Dr Peter
Harbison, High Cross authority.

In April 2011, the main shopping centre in
Regensburg, Germany hosted an exhibition by the
company, Arctron which profiled the 3D scan of Durrow
High Cross from County Offaly. The interest from the
shoppers in Germany to this visual 3d image of one of
Offaly's high crosses was fantastic. They were also able
to see a block of glass with an image of the cross of
Durrow engraved into its core by laser. This is just one
project, supported by the Heritage Council, which began
back in 2008 when Arctron won the tender to scan
carved stone in county Offaly.

For the first year of the project, the focus was on the
high crosses at Durrow, Tihilly, Sier Kieran and Kinnitty,
and the carved stone at the monastic site of Rahan.
However the project evolved and also included the early
bridge of Ardara near Cadamstown and the only extant
17th Century glass furnace in Western Europe, which is
located outside of Shinrone. Arctron used a structured
light scanning technique to record the 3D geometries of
the stones. This technique is accurate to within a 10th of
a millimetre and is capable of capturing structures which
are not clearly visible to the naked eye. These high
resolution 3D models enable access to details of the
carvings and buildings that can be hard to examine in
detail on site and which are not always easily accessible. 

All of this data has now been processed and is
available on www.offaly.ie/heritage in three different
forms. There is an Adobe Flash animation providing a
short clip of each site which is an ideal introduction and

tourism tool; an Aspect 3D programme which allows the
user to zoom in and twist and turn the model to examine
the features in close detail from different angles, which is
ideal for in depth study; and orthophotos are also
included which provide details on scale.

Since the virtual gallery has gone up on the website,
the hits for this page have spiked. It allows people
worldwide who are interested in Irish carved stone and
structures to look at the details and hold conference calls
to discuss aspects of interpretation. While many visit
Ireland to see the sites, the ability to bring the details to
an international audience offers huge potential. The web
format allows the texture of the image to be changed so
that the lichen colouring can be switched off, making the
images far more legible. While visiting the physical site is
always an experience, insufficient light can often
decrease the legibility of the carving, as can physical
accessibility. The round Romanesque window at Rahan is
at first floor level making it difficult to see from the ground
- the scans now provide the small carved heads on
screen at a level and detail not possible otherwise. 

In addition, the Durrow High Cross was selected for
detailed interpretation. Peter Harbison kindly let us use
his information on Durrow High Cross to provide
interpretation for each panel. By clicking on a rotating
model, descriptions of each carving are given. This year
we are scanning the cross slabs from Lemanaghan and
Gallen, Co. Offaly, visit www.offaly.ie/heritage to follow
the development of these projects. 

Laser Scans bring Stone Carvings to Life 

Left: Arctron’s 3D laser scanner at Rahan Church, Co. Offaly.

Above left: Rahan Church Chancel Arch as seen to the naked eye.

Above right: Rahan Church Chancel Arch after profiling by the laser
scanner.

Heritage News 
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The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) and Craft Northern
Ireland (Craft NI) have designated 2011 as Year of Craft,
marking the 40th anniversary of CCoI.

The programme of events for 2011 includes
everything from exhibitions, festivals and open studios to
lectures and workshops for craft enthusiasts of all ages.
A dedicated website www.craftinireland.com features
details of all events relating to the Year of Craft and
organisations can submit their own event details online
for posting on the website. Also look out for the An Post
issue of a special stamp series featuring pieces of
contemporary Irish craft as part of the programme.

A highlight of the year will be hosting the Annual
General Assembly of the World Crafts Council - Europe in
June 2011. This three-day event will attract
representatives of national craft bodies from all over
Europe adding an international dimension to Year of Craft
2011. The Year of Craft 2011 public conference ‘Craft
Conscious: Re-shaping global futures in the innovation
age’ takes place on 9th June in Dublin and is open to all.
For more information and to book your place see
www.craftinireland.com. 

The National Craft Gallery (NCG) in Kilkenny will 
continue to present a stimulating series of exhibitions
throughout the year. 21st Century Icons, running from the
10th June - 28th July, will present contemporary
interpretations of the iconic Celtic torc by some of
Ireland’s most innovative makers. Modern Languages,
curated by Katy West looks at vernacular Irish craft
through the eyes of five makers with differing
relationships to Ireland – from tourist, to diaspora, to
resident. This is a co-production with Galway Arts
Festival and will be in the Galway Museum from 11th -
24th July and the NCG from 7th October 2011 - 11th
January 2012.

Craft will also be cultivated at this year’s Bloom event
taking place in the Phoenix Park in Dublin 2nd – 6th June.
Providing visitors with a wonderful opportunity to
experience the stunning craft-inspired garden, see craft
demonstrations, take part in craft workshops or simply
enjoy some retail therapy with some of the talented
craftspeople exhibiting at the event. 

Yaffe Mays Furniture, Mid Century Sligo, Irish Cherry, shellac finish. Neckpiece by Una Burke, photography by Diego Indraccolo, 
styling by Kay Korsh.

Heritage News 

Ireland gets Crafty with the Year of Craft 2011
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A feature of the Celtic Tiger development boom was a
dramatic increase in archaeological excavation and
survey, much of which was carried out in advance of road,
housing, and other construction works. Such was the
scale of archaeological activity that much of this
information, which will change our understanding of how
Irish society and its landscape has emerged, was
inaccessible and not widely communicated. As a
response to this, the Irish National Strategic
Archaeological Research (INSTAR) programme was
established in 2008 as a joint programme by the Heritage
Council and the National Monuments Service of the then
Department of Environment, Heritage and Local
Government (DoEHLG). 

The INSTAR programme was intended to bring about
collaborative archaeological projects between private
sector archaeological companies, independent
researchers, universities and State agencies/ local
authorities. The programme sought to address the growing
issue of unpublished archaeological excavations, in
addition to supporting collaborative research within the
sector. But how successful has it been and to what extent
has it achieved these aims?  

The initial group of projects included a project from the
University of Coleraine on archaeological information
provided by surveys of the seabed off the north coast of
Ireland; a project from Queen’s University Belfast
assessing the evidence for the establishment of farming in
Neolithic Ireland (www.chrono.qub.ac.uk/instar); a
palaeoenvironmental and landscape survey of the Brú na
Boinne World Heritage Site and the Neolithic landscape of
North Mayo’s Ceide Fields.

An independent review of the programme was
conducted by Dr B. Cunliffe, former Professor of
European Archaeology at the University of Oxford in early
2010. This review concluded that the programme was a
‘spectacular success and a model for other countries to
follow’. The report reinforced the significance of INSTAR’s
input to both the Irish archaeological profession and the
development of the ‘smart economy’.  

Many of the recommendations from the Cunliffe report
have been acted upon, including setting up the INSTAR
web archive on the Heritage Council’s website
(www.heritagecouncil.ie/archaeology/instar). Via web
links for archive entries, access can be gained to the
various databases that have been built as part of INSTAR
funding in advance of publication.

The sectoral impact of INSTAR funding has been very
wide ranging. For example, case studies from the INSTAR
project are now being used in the delivery of
undergraduate and postgraduate modules at the
University of Ulster. A huge amount of PhD, post-doctoral,
and private sector employment has also been created
through INSTAR. On the JIBS project alone, four people
were employed and have been kept on at the University of
Ulster, additionally funding for two PhD candidates was
part of the Making Christian Landscapes project at
University College Cork.

Unfortunately, INSTAR has not been immune to the
recent financial cutbacks. The initial 2008 INSTAR budget
of !1,000,000 has fallen to just !50,000 in 2011. Many
worthy projects have had to go unfunded of late, despite
this, INSTAR is now in its fourth year and altogether, has
funded 34 projects. A new project, funded in 2011 seeks
to investigate the origins of the Irish economy through the
examination of plant and animal remains from the period
500 – 1100 AD, and the importance of public
communication of this work will remain at the heart of the
INSTAR programme. 

While the private-sector archaeological companies
who carried out so much of these investigations have
either contracted, or in some cases disappeared due to
the recession, the information collected during the Celtic
Tiger period should be used to create an increased
understanding about life and the environment in Ireland in
former times.

The INSTAR programme is a partnership between the Heritage
Council and the National Monuments Service of the Department
of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG)/
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

INSTAR: 
Unlocking the Secrets of Ireland’s Archaeological Past
by Ian Doyle, Head of Conservation & Mary Teehan, INSTAR Programme Co-Ordinator, the Heritage Council

Kilgobnet, Aran, Co.Galway, 
from the Making Christian Landscapes project, UCC

Dr Eileen Murphy, Senior Lecturer in Osteoarchaeology at Queen's
University, Belfast analysing human skeletal remains

Heritage News 
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Since 2006 the Heritage Council has been
working with a number of the National Cultural
Institutions in sustaining a conservation
internship programme. To date the Chester Beatty
Library, the National Library, the Old Library in
Trinity College Dublin, the National Gallery and the
Hugh Lane Gallery in Dublin have availed of this
scheme. Interns are also encouraged to take part
in the Heritage Council’s Museums Standards
Programme of Ireland. 

The participants are students who have completed
specialised conservation courses usually in the areas
of paper, book-binding and painting. The scheme is
advertised internationally as there are no advanced
conservation courses currently available in Ireland.
The scheme generates much interest from both
international students and Irish students studying
abroad. In this way, the scheme helps to place
Ireland on an international stage as well as building
up a useful network within the conservation
community at home and elsewhere. 

Brannah McKensie 
One of the projects Brannah
is working on in Trinity
College Dublin involves the
repair and rebinding of the
Index of the 1641
Depositions. The rebinding
of this manuscript in quarter
vellum with vellum tips
presents a valuable
opportunity for Brannah to
learn techniques employed
in binding with vellum.  

Rachel Sawicki 
Rachel has been working in the Chester Beatty
Library on a number of projects including a
C17th volume of the Iranian epic, the
Shahnama which was exhibited in the library in
Spring 2011. She is also working on a
medieval Book of
Hours folio which
dates from C18th
France.

Right: Rachel
consolidating friable
pigments on a Book of
Hours folio at the
Chester Beatty Library

Left: Detail from the
book

Conservation Internships through the Heritage Council

Right: Brannah at Trinity College
Library working on the Index of the
1641 Depositions

Heritage News 
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Maria Canavan
Maria has been undertaking work in the National Gallery of
Ireland on the conservation of late C17th - early C18th
French paintings, similar to the one shown below, which
was conserved by Peggy Reme during last year’s internship.

Below: The Triumph of Amphitrite, C18th France, before and after
conservation treatments by Peggy Reme, intern 2009-10

Internships 2011-2012
The Heritage Council intends to support 
four similar internships in 2011-12 and

recruitment will take place during the summer,
2011 through participating institutions. 

Details will be available on the Heritage Council
website from the end of May 2011, 

please visit www.heritagecouncil.ie. 

Elodie Leveque
Elodie is working in the National Library of Ireland on a series of
posters and pamphlets relating to 1916-22 period. In this photo
she is cleaning and removing tape from a poster which depicts the
Lord Mayor of Dublin appealing for calm on the eve of an
appearance of Eamonn De Valera upon release from internship. 

Left: Elodie Leveque at the National Library of Ireland removing tape from a poster
printed in Dublin, 1919

Below: The poster, before and after treatment

Heritage News 



Traditional farm buildings can make a significant positive
contribution to the Irish landscape. Many were laid out
using local, tried and tested materials, built to patterns
and arrangements that made optimum use of resources.
They reveal a great deal about the way the countryside
has evolved and the changing fortunes of farming through
the ages. Unfortunately many traditional farm buildings
are being lost through neglect. Their timely repair prevents
dilapidation and the onset of serious structural problems,
which may lead to expensive restoration in the future. In
partnership with the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, the Heritage Council administers a grants
scheme to REPS 4 participants for the conservation and
repair of traditional farm buildings. A linhay building near
Tipperary Town was the recipient of this grant in 2010,
Stephen Fallon, the architect who oversaw the works
gives an overview of the project below.

This linhay (pronounced ‘linney’) in Tipperary is an
interesting and architecturally significant building, it
comprises an open gallery at first floor level for the
storage of fodder, with enclosed livestock pens at ground
level. Linhay buildings are medieval in origin and are found
across southern England and also in Normandy, from
where they may have originated. The significance of this
example lies therefore in the building type being rare for
Ireland and secondly, it displays an elegant formal design,
coupled with particularly fine levels of construction work. 

14 The Heritage Council

REPS 4 Traditional Farm Grant Scheme

Conservation of a Linhay Building
by Stephen Fallon, Fallon Architects
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Opposite page top: The linhay in 2010 following the repairs the
contrasting slate roof finish seen on the right hand side is that of the
rebuilt eastern bay.

Opposite page bottom: The decayed and collapsing sixth bay roof of
the linhay looking west in 2009 prior to the repairs.

Above: The linhay as seen from the north following the repairs of 2010
with the five original open gallery bays at first floor to the right and the
rebuilt sixth bay on the left hand side with the contrasting slate finish.

Below left: The linhay in 2009 as viewed from the south prior to the
commencement of the conservation based repair works of 2010.

Below right: The linhay roof from the sixth bay looking west following the
conservation works of 2010 including the consolidation/ repair /
reinstatement of the lime render finish to the underside of the slating.

The building is 14.25m long and 5.25m deep,
constructed in coursed local limestone with flat gables.
The main elevation comprises a solid base with five
symmetrical bays, overhead the loft floor is a suspended
timber type with the joists built into the walls with floor
boards fixed on top. The roof structure was replaced in
the mid to late Victorian period and comprises an
arrangement of rafters with collars and a mixed collection
of natural slates of various sizes with the underside lime
rendered. A later, sixth bay was created at the eastern end
of the linhay; this was of inferior construction and was in a
very dilapidated condition by 2009 and required
significant rebuilding. Bay numbers 4 and 5 were in-filled
in mass concrete dating, it appears, in the 1940s or 1950s
to form an enclosed store room. 

These two in-filled bays were removed as part of the
2010 phase of works to restore the original appearance of
the main elevation. The next task was to dismantle the
sixth bay in order to reuse sound ridge tiles, slates, timber
and associated material for the repair works to the main
linhay, supplementing any shortfall with salvage material
from the site. Wall heads and the walls generally were
repaired and replacement timber lintels using salvaged
beech railway sleepers with a slate cill detail were added.
The corner of the gable in the south eastern corner
required significant rebuilding and the previously open
apex area in-filled with horizontal timber boarding.

The original linhay roof was repaired using salvaged
slates and ridge tiles laid on repaired or replaced elements
of the roof structure, the lime ‘torch finish’ to the
underside was retained with replacement areas added as
required. The sixth bay was completely rebuilt with a new
timber roof structure, battens and reused slates with the
underside lime rendered. The western gable was rendered
and a new lead flashing added to the junction with the
adjoining corrugated roof. New cast iron gutters painted
‘Massey Fergusson grey’ completed the external work.

Unobtrusive and discreet conservation-based repair
works were achieved through the skill and attention to
detail of the contractor Dick McCormack, Kilross and
through the commitment and enthusiasm of the owners of
the building. Participation in this scheme has ensured that
this building can continue in active use, as well as
providing an important and significant example of our
agriculture heritage for future generations. 

This scheme is usually advertised annually in
February/March. If you would like further information
please contact Anna Meenan, Project Manager, REPS 4
Traditional Farm Buildings Grant Scheme at Telephone:
056 7770777 or ameenan@heritagecouncil.ie.

Linhay buildings are medieval in
origin and are found across
southern England and also in
Normandy, from where they may
have originated.
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The house in which I now write is perched on the
southern slopes of the Sliabh Margy hills overlooking

a great river plain through which courses the river Nore. In
the distance the Comeragh and Knockmealdown
mountain ranges are visible while in the middle distance
the dark rounded form of Sliabh na mBan floats on a blue
haze. Midway between that legendary hill and this
particular spot lies the city of Kilkenny, its west facing
walls and their glass bright in the last of the day’s
sunlight. An orderly patchwork of fields spreads out from
all sides of that glistening hub, growing smaller as they
rise on the hill towards this point, their hedgerows
orange-tipped with buds.

This landscape, like most Irish landscapes, is not only
a record of the geological but also of human agency. It is
the record of our history. Here almost every hill, hollow
and field has a name, a record not only of physical
appearance but also of human activity or belief.
Language is to place as dye to cloth. It is one of the
island’s greatest riches, offering continuous echoes to
lives long silent in the soil. 

My work in the world is that of an artist and I have
long sought to make the landscape in which I live its
central subject. The Townlands Project was begun in the
Spring of 2009, in collaboration with fellow artist Gypsy
Ray, as a creative exploration of a north- Kilkenny

An Art of Place
by Alan Counihan

Above: Bucket, © Counihan 2009

Below: View from Sliabh Margy, © Counihan 2009

Opposite Top: Traces, © Counihan 2009

Opposite Bottom: Martin’s Yard, © Counihan 2009
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landscape, specifically the nine townlands of the old civil
parish of Rathcoole, where we both reside. Its focus is
primarily on the “vernacular” history of the parish fields,
their form and use, and the names and stories by which
they are still remembered. The overall goal of the project
is the re-presentation of local place to and by local
people, among others, using creative means for the
exploration, distillation, and expression of its folklore,
history and contemporary landscape. The project is an in-
depth exploration of a particular landscape as an
inhabited and working environment. 

How does one, as a newcomer to a landscape, set
about its exploration and celebration? By the simple
processes of reading, field walking and neighbourly
conversation, of hearing the place-names and their
associated lore, of looking and listening closely. Out of
this shared work over several months an exhibition was
installed in Johnswell Hall, the parish hub, as part of the
Visual Arts Programme for Kilkenny Arts Festival 2009. 

This exhibition, in the purposefully darkened hall,
comprised large format black and white photographs of
the parish landscape, its monuments, farms, and fields.
Also, glowing like a beacon in the dark, was an internally lit
sculptural installation of a small house. Through its small
window opes one could see inscribed on its internal walls
maps of the local townland. In addition, Gypsy exhibited
drawings and a photographic series on the last days of the
old Kilkenny Livestock Mart . Given the collaborative goals
of the exhibition there was also a Process Room where
were laid out all the relevant six inch Ordnance Survey
maps of the parish townlands so that any interested party
could write their field names upon them. The positive local

The overall goal of the project is
the re-presentation of local place
to and by local people, among
others, using creative means for
the exploration, distillation, and
expression of its folklore, history
and contemporary landscape. 



response to the exhibition encouraged us to seek funding
for a further phase of the project.

The second phase, begun in February 2010, was an
action of the Kilkenny Heritage Plan and was made
possible through the support of the Heritage Office and the
Arts Office of Kilkenny County Council, the Kilkenny
Heritage Forum, and The Heritage Council. Central to the
process was the further gathering of field names and the
recording of oral histories. During the course of several
months almost 450 previously unrecorded field names were
collected from the community and digitally archived. The
location of each field was recorded using Global
Positioning System (GPS). The GPS coordinates will allow
fields be viewed through the Local Authority’s GIS mapping
service while the oral histories, Conversations around the
Home Place, are available through local libraries.

Children being the future guardians of our landscape,
we were delighted when the teachers and pupils of
Johnswell National School agreed to collaborate in the
process. For a designated time Gypsy worked within the
school developing a collaborative work based on the local
landscape and its folklore. Each pupil was given a “field”
in which to paint and the landscape banner they created
now hangs in the school foyer. The children were further
engaged through the collaboration of Barnstorm Theatre
Company in the process. Barnstorm devised three plays
with the pupils based on folklore gathered in this same
school seventy years previously under the aegis of the
Irish Folklore Commission’s schools initiative. These plays
proved a poignant bridge between the generations.

During Heritage Week 2010 another exhibition was
held in Johnswell Hall. New landscape-inspired drawings

18 The Heritage Council

This exhibition, in the purposefully
darkened hall, comprised large
format black and white
photographs of the parish
landscape, its monuments, farms,
and fields. Also, glowing like a
beacon in the dark, was an
internally lit sculptural installation
of a small house. 

Moving Along, Graphite Drawing, © G.Ray 2009
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and sculpture installations were exhibited along with a
short film, Field Song. The film was composed of
photographic portraits of the community, each image
accompanied by a field name spoken by those portrayed.
Part litany, part incantation, it is a celebration of
habitation and of human passage. The Process Room
again exhibited the large Ordnance Survey maps but now
with all the recorded field names inscribed and this
proved of great local interest. It seemed a communal
sharing of the privately owned. None of this could have
happened without the generous support of so many
people within the parish, the community of Johnswell and
further afield. We are deeply grateful to them.

To close the exhibition a public conversation, The
Landscapes of Home, was held in Johnswell Hall. Its goal
was to explore what makes a local landscape unique.
Participants were Kilkenny-based poets Carmel Cummins
and Kerry Hardie, the historical geographer Dr Patrick
J.Duffy and moderator Helen Carroll. Unfortunately Dervla
Murphy was unable to attend although I was privileged to
read her contribution on the night. Selections from
seminar papers and all relevant project information can
also be viewed at www.townlands.net

As an outgrowth of this public conversation,
Johnswell Development Committee, with the support of
the Kilkenny Leader Partnership, has commissioned a
handbook to facilitate the development of a consistent
method of field name and oral history research. This will
also draw from other experiences in similar projects
around the country. The handbook is presently being
prepared for publication and will also be made available
on the project website.

The Townlands Project through the process of field
name research and recording is ongoing. The Townlands
Exhibition continues to develop through new works and
to tour new venues. Given that so much of its process
has been ephemeral, it is a goal of the Project that it be
documented in a full-colour publication incorporating the
seminar papers. This will be a permanent record for all its
participants and a possible template for similar
engagement by others. The processes of art have proved
a great catalyst in developing a curiosity about this
landscape and its heritage, especially among the young.
As Paddy Duffy reminded us in his wonderful seminar
contribution: There are over 63,000 townlands in Ireland!
There is much work yet to be done. 

Alan Counihan is a visual artist living in Kilkenny, 
his practice engages with the human relationship to

landscape, with how it is inhabited, remembered and
imagined. Gypsy Ray is also a visual artist living in Kilkenny.

While resident in the USA, Gypsy gained a national reputation
for her social documentary photography. In Ireland she has
continued her creative engagement with place and people

using both photography and drawing.

www.alancounihan.net www.gypsyray.wordpress.com

Top: Black Bales, © Counihan 2009

Above: Shelter of the Past (internal view), © Counihan 2009

Below Left: Teatime, © G.Ray

Below Right: In the dairy, © G.Ray
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Floodlighting the exterior of a building is a modern
concept. Well executed, a designer may highlight a
structure’s attributes over its deficiencies and make it
more attractive. However, external lighting inevitably
transforms the nature of the building and its place
within the landscape. Lighting can render a dark,
hidden structure obvious and wholly legible. 

The meanings connected to all buildings change
when the sun goes down. New and distinct places are
created within façades whilst others are consumed in
space. At night, a building’s unlit exterior is unseen
and hard to negotiate. By day, it is known. Niches that
were not perceived as distinct places in daylight may
take on sinister undertones after dark. Similarly,
uneven surfaces, drips from down pipes and subtle
shadows are appreciated more deeply at night. 

By artificially lighting the exterior, the unknown is
again known. There is less room for imagination or
conflicting meanings as a typically monotone light
blankets the building. Delicate shadows and hidden
niches are removed, flattened or replaced by stark
areas of light and dark. Its mystery is lessened and
night-time meanings lost. 

Historic structures were not designed with exterior
floodlighting in mind. The only artificial lighting on a
historic building would come from internal sources
emitted through windows. Outside, the shape of the
building would be defined by the glow of the moon,
the black outline of night or by other buildings
surrounding it.

The practice of externally floodlighting historic
structures goes against the guiding document for the
conservation of these buildings, The Burra Charter,
Article 3.1 states that ‘conservation is based on a
respect for the existing fabric, use, associations and
meanings. It requires a cautious approach of changing
as much as necessary but as little as possible’1.
Exterior floodlighting discolours the façades, distorts
the buildings place within the landscape, and
transforms its meaning. What was once hidden is now
seen. Badly executed, floodlighting can create a two-
dimensional effect on an otherwise textured and
colourful exterior. The result is to create an image not
unlike a rectified photograph. On another level, it
could mean that wildlife using the previously unlit
building decide to leave (such as bats and birds,
whose roosting sites and nests are protected by law).
Thankfully though, exterior lighting is fully reversible. 

Monumental
Lighting
The use of external lighting
on historic structures
by Liam Mannix, Irish Walled Towns
Network Project Manager
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There are occasions where external lighting may
provide an overall conservation gain. In urban areas,
particularly city centres, historic structures are under
pressure to accommodate modern demands. There is an
urge to increase density in high cost areas and to demolish
relatively small historic buildings. Existing structures only
have a finite amount of space. Value must be found
elsewhere. That value may be in its exclusivity. Exterior
lighting can serve to increase the visibility and cachet of
the structure, highlighting its rarity, thereby helping to
ensure its survival. The Burra Charter, Article 6.32, does
provide for an owner’s needs to be considered. On a
broader level, exterior lighting may help to conserve the
esteem architectural heritage is held in by the public. It
enhances the night-time profile that may have been
reduced during the day by dominating modern structures.
However, when considering the conservation gain, one
must ensure that any lighting does not interfere with bat
roosts or nesting birds. 

Another positive aspect of exterior lighting is that it
provides a soft way of signifying change of use. In
Brisbane, the classical 19th century Treasury Building’s
atypical use as a casino is implied by the ever-changing
colours of the external lights, seen above. Its city centre
location and need to compete with larger casinos in

nearby Surfer’s Paradise also provides a reason for it to
shout “HERE I AM”. 

In rural settings, where competition for visibility within a
mental map is less of a concern, the presence of exterior
lighting can be rarely justified. It alters the meaning of the
place as a whole, its character, and its associations with
the wider landscape without any tangible benefit for owner
or building. If the Brisbane casino were located in the
countryside and lit as it is in the city it would be without
context and look ludicrous.

According to Derek Philips3 where exterior lighting is
used, a “less is more” ethos should be followed. Excessive
lighting may cause glare and leave carvings and recesses
flat. The result is that the three dimensional quality of the
building is lost. For him, an understanding of the daytime
appearance is central in assessing what should be
emphasised. Less light, from fewer sources at angles can
be used to create shadows and the impression of depth.
Where there are several colours and materials present,
different sources are required to maintain the complexity of
the structure at night. Brisbane’s Treasury Casino largely
goes against the above suggestions. The appearance of
depth is indeed created. However, it is realised by using
10,704 LEDs on 364 light fittings4. Furthermore, the
changing colours of its lighting does not respect the
building’s uniform daytime appearance. Nonetheless, the
effect of the changing colours is outweighed by the overall
conservation gain of ensuring a landmark building
continues to be occupied. 

Regardless of the historic structure, the use of exterior
lighting should be carefully considered. Its presence must
be justified and not decided upon a whim. Similarly, the
design of any eventual lighting should be considerate of the
structure’s form, the historic night-time meanings, its role in
society and of the protected wildlife it may be inhabited by.
A bright orange glow from floodlighting changes the
appearance of a building as surely as paint. It can also
simplify the nature of the structure and its interpretation.
However, exterior lighting does provide the possibility to
act as a sympathetic symbol of its evolution and enhance a
building’s place within a crowded urban centre.  

I wish to acknowledge the valuable input of Cliona
O’Brien, Heritage Council Wildlife Officer.  

There is less room for imagination or
conflicting meanings as a typically
monotone light blankets the building.
Delicate shadows and hidden niches
are removed, flattened or replaced by
stark areas of light and dark. Its
mystery is lessened and night-time
meanings lost. 

Opposite Page: Government Buildings, Dublin

Below Top: Treasury Building, Brisbane, Australia

Below Bottom: Timoleague Abbey, Co. Cork

1 The Burra Charter, The Australia ICOMOS charter for the conservation of
places of cultural significance, ICOMOS Australia, 1999
2 The Burra Charter, The Australia ICOMOS charter for the conservation of
places of cultural significance, ICOMOS Australia, 1999
3 Philips, D. Lighting Historic Buildings, Architectural Press, Oxford, 1997
4 www.treasurybrisbane.com.au/About_Us.htm [Accessed 14 July 2010]
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The research has been ongoing for some time and has
increasingly revealed the negative impact that
restricted access to the outdoors is having on our
children. Ireland has ample countryside, parks, walks,
woodlands and beaches to which many of us have
access. It is surprising then, the extent to which these
resources are not being enjoyed as they were by
previous generations of children. “Ask people older than
50 (especially women) what strikes them as different
between now and when they were young, and one
particular change is likely to get a mention. It is the way
today’s children are deprived of the freedom to lead a life
away from the house; to play and explore and grow in the
open air. Mucking about in the fields or in the woods is how
it is often described. We have lost it and we are only
beginning to realise the damage it is doing to people.”
(Helen Philips, Natural England, CRN V16 No. 1) 

Fears for our children’s safety and the all-pervasive
‘stranger-danger’ are overriding the many benefits of
‘mucking about in the fields’ for our children’s mental and
physical well-being. Recent research carried out by the
Heritage Council highlights the fact that over 80% of the
public feel that their children have the same access to wild
spaces and nature as they enjoyed as children. Yet the
same study indicates that the need for constant
supervision means that there is now an increase of 41% in
the number of children playing indoors, and an 18%
increase in those playing in supervised playgrounds. In
addition, there is a 23% decrease in the number of children
who play in fields, a 20% decrease in those who play in
wild spaces, and a 19% decrease in those who play in
woods. Overall, the shift is towards safe, protected, nature-
deprived spaces with little or no freedom to roam or
engage with the natural world. But does this mean that our
children are really safer? 

Some experts believe that we are now producing
‘battery-farmed’ children – children who are prone to

obesity, and not only physically harmed by a lack of
exercise but also frustrated with the mental tensions that
arise from a world where the child is the centre of the
universe rather than being inspired by the wonder of a
world in which they are but a small part. We readily
acknowledge the benefits that children gain from being
overly familiar with new communication technologies. But
we appear to see little or no value in the skills they could
develop while playing freely in the outdoors — self-reliance,
a spirit of adventure, the real communication skills gained
through socialising with their peers, improved
concentration, self-discipline. One particular study states
that play in the natural environment can be of value in
significantly reducing attention deficit disorders. 

And the costs continue to mount. What is bad for
children is bad for the rest of us. By 2010, Ireland had
acquired a new world title: we now have one of the highest
childhood obesity rates in the world. One-in-ten children in
Ireland aged 5-12 years is obese, and obesity is a leading
risk factor in the development of heart disease and cancer
later in life. Universities now spend vast sums of money
researching the causes of childhood obesity; its impacts
are treated in our costly hospitals. Yet the simple, cost-
effective, time-tested methods of supporting and

Running Free
The importance of children enjoying the outdoors
by Isabell Smyth, Head of Communications and Education, the Heritage Council

Left: Enjoying the
benefits of the
outdoors with
Eanna Ní Lamhna,
as part of the
Heritage Council’s
‘Heritage in Schools
Scheme’

Above top & right:
Enjoying the
benefits of the
outdoors as part of
the Heritage
Council’s ‘Heritage
in Schools Scheme’
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encouraging children to play outdoors in wild
environments are very low priorities in public policy. 

As children become detached from the natural
world to spend more of their time in a virtual one,
nature has become something to watch on a screen.
Those children who do have an interest in the natural
world find little support in our education system. As
the impact of climate change plays out on the natural
world, there is a growing need for specialists in all
environmental spheres. Experts warn that the
decrease in such specialists poses a serious threat to
our food security, health and ecosystems. For
example, we need entomologists who can identify
and control new insects arriving on our shores.
Insects have the power to change the world. They
pollinate our crops, but they also spread diseases
that kill millions worldwide. Collecting insects was
once a common childhood pastime, encouraging a
greater interest in and respect for the natural world. In
order to equip the next generation to deal with the
environmental problems they will face, a knowledge
of the natural world is essential. 

Supervised areas such as playgrounds or indoor
centres do not provide the same engaging learning
environment as the natural world. If future generations
are expected to protect and preserve it, they must be
encouraged to take a keen interest in experiencing the
real outdoors. A greater emphasis on outdoor
education in our schools could help start the process.
The Heritage in Schools scheme, funded by the
Heritage Council and administered by the INTO, is a
start. It has increasingly prioritised outdoor learning
and it continues to grow. Despite recent budget cuts, it
remains a priority programme for the Heritage Council.
In 2010, over 111,000 children participated in the
scheme. This, however, is not enough to help reverse
the decline in the time children spend outdoors.
Policy-makers who are serious about children’s health
and well-being, as well as those concerned with the
future of our environment, need to work together to
find practical and cost-effective solutions to getting
children outdoors. We in Ireland are fortunate in that
even the most urban areas have relatively easy access
to natural spaces. And over the past decade, there has
been a surge of interest in developing new walks and
gaining greater access to the outdoors. According to
the same research cited earlier, 20% of children in
Ireland between the ages of 7-11 have never been in
the sea — and 40% have never climbed a tree. This
provides a startling yet clear indication that much more
needs to be done to highlight the benefits — not to
mention the pure pleasure — that children will gain in
playing outdoors. Spread the word. 
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Ulster’s natural history is every bit as interesting as its human history,
and is many thousands of times as old. Nonetheless, it has been
unworthily neglected. Now, however, you can find out all about it in one
beautifully illustrated volume - The Natural History of Ulster. This is the
first book of its kind about wildlife and nature in one of Ireland’s
ancient provinces. It is packed full of information on everything from
the microscopic life of lakes to how nature adjusts to urban living. 

1. There are 12 main periods of world geological history
starting with the Precambrian of nearly 2000 million
years ago. Rocks representing all but one of these
periods can be found in Ulster. This makes the rock
foundation of Ulster exceptionally varied – indeed
more so than anywhere of comparable size on the
planet.

2. In the 18th Century, there was a big dispute among
academic geologists about the origin of rocks like
basalt and granite. Vulcanists believed they were
formed by the cooling of molten rock; Neptunists
believed they were formed by crystallization under
water. Rocks from Ramore Head at Portrush finally
settled this dispute in favour of the Vulcanists.

3. It was once believed that Ireland’s wild species arrived
here after the ice age by crossing across a
“landbridge” from Great Britain. Modern scientific
evidence suggests that our fauna and flora arrived by
much more varied means.

4. Twenty-nine species of wild mammal have bred in
Ulster in recent times. Eight of these are bats. Of the
others, only three can be confidently counted as
natives that arrived without human aid: otter, Irish hare
and stoat. 

5. There was one reptile which Saint Patrick did not
banish from Ireland – the common or vivparous lizard.
Likewise, Ulster has one native amphibian - the
Smooth Newt. Frogs are amphibians too, but they
were probably introduced in mediaeval times. Both the
Common Lizard and the Smooth Newt are widespread
although rarely seen unless you set out to find them. 

6. About two thirds of all wild species that occur in the
British Isles can be found in Ireland. Three quarters of
these Irish species are found in Ulster.

7. There are only a very few species that are known to
occur in Ireland but not in Great Britain. One of these is
Réal’s Wood White. It is fairly common in Ulster, but it
was not until 2001 that it was discovered to be distinct
from the Wood Whites occurring in England. 

8. Another local speciality is known as Saint Patrick’s
Cabbage. It grows on wet rocks and in damp
woodland along the western fringe of Europe from
Donegal in the north to Portugal in the south. Despite
its name, it is not really a cabbage but a saxifrage. 

9. By far the most abundant habitat in Ulster today is
grassland. It occupies nearly two thirds of the land
area. When people first arrived in Ulster, most of this
grassland would have been woodland. 

10. The wildlife value of much of this grassland is declining
because of the growth in farm livestock numbers, and
the use of fertiliser, field drainage, and silage making. 

11. In the nineteenth century, membership of Ulster’s Field
Clubs provided women with one of their few openings
to engage in scientific study in the company of men.
Though they were sometimes disparagingly known as
“flirt clubs”, some of their female members became
very distinguished naturalists. 

12. The rock formations of the Giant’s Causeway are so
special that the site is classed by the United Nations
as a World Heritage Site.

13. In winter, starlings are “reverse commuters”. They
roost overnight in large flocks in the relative warmth of
the towns and by day head out to feed in farmland.

14. Road verges can be a valuable habitat for wild flowers,
insects and small mammals. The best of them sport
populations of wild orchids and buttterflies, and on
others the resident mice attract predatory birds like
kestrel. There is enough length of road in Ulster for the

20 THINGS YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW ABOUT THE NATURAL HISTORY OF ULSTER

Gallery: The Natural History of Ulster
John Faulkner, Robert Thompson
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verges to stretch twice round the world, so the
potential is enormous. 

15. There is even more hedge than road verge. End-to-
end, Ulster’s hedges would stretch half way from
Belfast to the moon. Most hedges were originally
planted with hawthorn, making this species one of the
two most extensively propagated indigenous plants. 

16. Ulster’s wild flowering plants include a few that have
no green leaves or other green parts. They either live
as parasites on other plants (eg Toothwort) or seek the
aid of fungi to get nutriment from decaying organic
debris (eg Bird’s Nest Orchid). 

17. The blanket bogs which clothe the hills of Ulster were
probably initiated as an incidental result of human
activity around 3000 years ago. Lowland bogs such as
those around Lough Neagh have a natural origin and
date back much further. Both have suffered from many
depredations, but the lowland ones have been altered
more severely as they were more accessible to exploit
as turf or convert into farmland. 

18. Objects which become engulfed within wet peat bogs
can be preserved for hundreds of years because of the
lack of oxygen. One of the most remarkable was the
body of a young woman found at Meenybradden in

Donegal in 1978. Some of her skin, hair, eyelids and
lashes were well preserved, although she had died in
about AD1570. 

19. Storm petrels are the smallest seabird. They nest in
burrows on some of the Donegal islands. Except when
nesting, they spend their entire life at sea.

20. Females of the Minotaur Beetle dig small burrows into
which they lay their eggs. The eggs are laid inside rolls
of rabbit dung, which act as a source of food for the
larvae when they hatch. Within Ulster, Minotaur
Beetles are confined to dunes on the County Down
coast.

Publishing details and additional information:

The book is published by the National Museums Northern
Ireland and distributed by Blackstaff Press. It can be
purchased online at www.blackstaffpress.com and in
major bookshops. Book specification: hardback; 608
pages; over 600 photographs. Pricing: Republic of Ireland
!35 inc posting and packing, Northern Ireland £25 inc
postage and packing.

Inishtrahull, pictured here from the south-west lies 10km of Malin Head; the most northerly point of mainland Ireland. 
It has been shaped by the North Atlantic from the oldest rock formation in Ulster and Ireland dating back 1,780 million years.
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Gallery: The Natural History of Ulster

The colourful bill of the puffin, together with moans and growls, serves to attract a breeding partner. 
It is also highly efficient at carrying up to 12 sand eels back to the developing chicks.
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Monastery on Station Island, Lough Derg. 
This is the same Station Island used by Seamus Heaney as the title and setting of his epic poetic odyssey.

Copeland Islands, looking west. The Bird observatory is on the site of the former lighthouse on Lighthouse Island (far), 
while the modern lighthouse is on Mew Island (near).
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Gallery: The Natural History of Ulster

Slieve Donard at dawn across Dundrum Bay. Although the Mournes are not very high by the standards of British and Irish mountains, the proximity of
the tip of the tallest peak to the sea makes a big impression and inspired Percy French's well-known song, The Mountains of Mourne.

Errigal is a very distinctive conical mountain, with a ring of quartzite screes around its peak. 
It lies at the south-west end of a string of striking quartzite peaks within the Donegal Highlands.
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A squat lobster emerged from its protective crevice. When disturbed, it can swim backwards by rapidly flicking its tail.

Two of the characteristic sphagnum mosses of raised bog. Sphagnum cuspidatum (yellow-green), grows most luxuriantly in pools, 
while the Sphagnum magellanicum (red) tends to grow as lawns or wet hummocks.
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The International Year of Biodiversity took place in 2010.
While it got some media coverage in Ireland, by far the
dominant recurring news stories were obviously the state
of the economy, the banks and more latterly, EU and IMF
targets. Meanwhile, in October in Japan, over 190
countries were discussing another type of legacy to leave
to future generations - that of ecosystems and
biodiversity, our natural economy, our natural resource
assets, and how best to halt their loss. This was a
meeting of the members of the Convention on Biological
Diversity - the international agreement which aims to,
amongst other things, stem the loss of the variety of life
on Earth, also known as ‘biodiversity’. Ireland was
amongst the attendees, all of whom agreed on a new
plan of action to deliver a world where we live in harmony
with nature, or in the words of Ban Ki-moon, UN
Secretary General, “a rescue package”.

The decisions taken in Japan tackle numerous issues that
are very relevant to us here in Ireland, across all parts of
society, including:

 action to support local authorities’ engagement in
biodiversity issues

 farming and agricultural biodiversity

 invasive species and climate change

 forests, peatlands and wetlands

 the role of industry and business

 integrating biodiversity into national and local
policies and planning processes

 the need to strengthen policy commitment to
biodiversity at the highest level

The Global 
Biodiversity Strategy
What does it mean for Ireland?
by Cliona O'Brien, Wildlife Officer, the Heritage Council
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For the very significant proportion of us here that are
currently dealing with numerous economic and social
challenges in our daily lives, such discussions about
wildlife and biodiversity may well seem like ones that we
can’t afford to have. However, to quote Ban Ki-moon
again: “We must stop thinking of environmental protection
as a cost. It is an investment that goes hand in hand with
the other investments that you ... must make to
consolidate economic growth and human well-being in
your countries”. Mr Ki-moon also highlighted the
“importance of ecosystems to the well-being of species,
climate regulation, water supplies and food security”, all
of which are also critical to our own well-being. 

Obviously this type of language is now very familiar to
us here, although we are less used to hearing it being
used in relation to our biodiversity and our natural
heritage. What does it mean for us? A 2008 report by the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government estimated the value of the services provided
by our biodiversity to be worth over !2.6 billion per
annum to the economy. This however, is based only upon
a few examples of those services provided (such as
through agriculture and fisheries) and did not address
some very significant ones, including the role that nature
plays in benefiting and sustaining human health and
welfare. So, a preliminary (under)estimate of !2.6 billion
for the services provided by our wildlife; while this is
clearly dwarfed by the costs of our bank bailout, it is
certainly not so small or insignificant that it can or should
be dismissed lightly, or considered a luxury that we
cannot afford. 

This estimate also does not deal with how much it
would actually cost us to replace any of the services
provided by biodiversity and our ecosystems, should they
be lost through environmental damage and degradation -
even if they could be replaced. For instance, because
local pollinating insects have declined so seriously in
some parts of China, fruit producers have had to hire in
labour to pollinate some crops by hand. Bee populations
are also in decline in Ireland. More than half of our bee
species have declined substantially in number since
1980. Six are considered critically endangered, seven
endangered, 16 vulnerable, 13 near threatened, and 3
have become extinct within the last 80 years. It was
recently calculated by Simon Potts of Reading University
that insect pollinators in the UK were worth approximately
£440 million per annum, but the cost of replacing bee
pollination alone with hand pollination would cost around
£1,510 million per annum. Meanwhile, the estimated cost
to avoid the loss of pollinators (through conservation
initiatives) is less than 1% of the cost to replace them. It
makes sense to protect and manage well our wildlife
sooner, rather than trying to bring it back from the brink –
or replace it - later. 

What can we do? It is hoped that Ireland will soon
have a new National Biodiversity Action Plan, which if
implemented, will set us well on the way to achieving our
contribution to this new global strategy. The
implementation of such plans need resources, which will
clearly be difficult to find in these challenging times, but if
we can keep in mind a final quote from Ban Ki-moon,
hopefully we will find our way through to matching the
ambition set out for us in Japan, “preserving biodiversity
[is] inseparable from the fight against poverty and the
struggle to improve health and security for the present
and future generations.” 

It is worth browsing through the Decisions to see how
they might relate to what you do, or might do in the
future. While it looks like a rather dense read, if it is read
topic by topic, the weeks of deliberations can be reduced
to digestible bite-sized pieces. Full details can be found
at: www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2010/ntf-2010-223-
cop10-en.pdf  

International Day for Biodiversity2011 is Sunday, May 22nd.

It is hoped that Ireland will soon
have a new National Biodiversity
Action Plan, which if implemented,
will set us well on the way to
achieving our contribution to this
new global plan of action. 

Opposite Page: Invasive Rhododendron, Sligo

Below Top: Red-tailed Bumblebee

Below Bottom Left: Green Hairstreak Butterfly

Below Bottom Right: Removal of invasive Lagarosiphon, Lough Corrib,
Galway.
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The Irish Walled Towns Network (IWTN) was
established by The Heritage Council in 2005 and
currently comprises twenty four walled towns
throughout Ireland. The role of the IWTN is to unite and
co-ordinate the strategic efforts of local authorities
involved in the management, conservation and
enhancement of historic walled towns. A central aspect
of the network is the funding of conservation work to
sections of medieval town wall that are in danger of
collapse. Last year, work was carried out in fourteen
towns, one of which was Athenry in Co. Galway.

The medieval defensive walls of Athenry survive in a
remarkably intact state making it one of the most
important historic walled towns in Ireland. Extensive
stretches of wall survive, together with three substantial
structures, two mural towers one adjoining a ruined
guard house and the west gate, which remains the
principal vehicular entrance to the town. During the past
four years Howley Hayes Architects have overseen three
phases of repairs to the two mural towers and guard
house together with a substantial stretch of the town
wall. In 2010, it was the turn of the north-west tower to
undergo conservation work.

The tower presented a challenging problem. The
structure was so heavily covered in ivy that its true
structural condition was not fully appreciated by the
authors of the initial town wall survey, who had felt that
the tower was in a reasonable structural condition. When
the ivy was cut back to the face of the masonry, we

discovered that approximately fifty percent of the
structure was missing. Furthermore, the portion that
remained consisted of quite a spectacular corbel of
masonry, with an overhang of almost two meters. That
this had remained standing was largely due to the dense
network of ivy roots that had effectively created a natural
gabion, subtly moulded to the profile of the overhanging
masonry. The tower consisted of a chamber located on a
high solid stump, built at a corner point where the wall
changed direction. What became clear was that the
tower had been built partially off the earlier walls and
partly off ground lying just outside the wall. This was
most likely the cause of the spectacular collapse due to
the differential movement between these two different
bearing conditions. The Catch 22 condition was that the
stems of the ivy supported the unstable masonry, while
its roots were creating even more instability from within.
From an early stage it became clear that this was a
dangerous and challenging project and that a significant
intervention was necessary to provide long term support
to the overhanging corbel if the tower was to be
preserved and not present a health and safety hazard.
This latter consideration was all the more pertinent as the
tower existed and the convergence of three properties.

Within our tender documentation, we asked the
contractors to price for the temporary propping of the
structure using scaffolding, and also for the erection of a
more permanent steel framework. Remarkably the latter
proved to be the more cost effective option and this was

Low Lie the Fields
Repairing the Walls of Athenry

by James Howley, Howley Hayes Architects

1 2
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the solution carried out. The concept for the design of
the frame was to create a low cost, steel skeleton to
follow exactly the form of the missing portion of tower.
This ghost-like structure would illustrate the original form
of the tower in an unambiguous contemporary language,
while at the same time revealing the full extent of the
original historic masonry in its precarious structural
stage. Most importantly of all, the new frame would also
be used to prop the overhang reducing significantly what
had been a very real risk of collapse. The frame also
made the removal of the embedded ivy possible, it
facilitates ongoing maintenance and makes the roofless
upper chamber safe to enter, should an access staircase
ever be constructed. Like all radical interventions which
follow best conservation practice, the steel structure is
fully, and easily, reversible should another structural
solution is ever designed.

The work on the north-west tower was carried out
over two phases by Conservation and Restoration, with
the steel framework by Rhynn Engineering. Howley
Hayes Architect and Punch Consulting have also
designed a steel staircase leading up from the car park
to the base of the stone staircase at high level leading
from the ruined guard house to the tower. If constructed,
this staircase will allow controlled public-access to the
chamber in order to enjoy wonderful views over the
town. During the second phase of work on the north-
west tower, a substantial section of town wall running
between the supermarket car park and the school

playground was also repaired. When the dense ivy
growth was cut back on this stretch of wall, its roots
were also found to be embedded deeply, making the
wall heads very loose and unstable. This structural
problem was exacerbated by the removal or collapse 
of significant sections of the inner face of the wall,
creating tall thin portions of masonry consisting only of
the outer facings.

To enable this work to be carried out safely a full
timber bracing system was designed to prop the thin,
unstable upper sections while the ivy was removed and
the lower sections consolidated. Finally, the upper
portions of wall were consolidated, with some small
areas of removal and rebuilding and the wall retuned to a
more stable condition. With the thick covering of ivy
having been removed; the wall, the props and temporary
supports taken down, the ancient walls were revealed to
the public for the first time in many years.  

James Howley is an architect and author. His practice
Howley Hayes Architects undertakes work on both new
and historic buildings.

Images - Athenry town wall & north-west tower:

1. Prior to conservation works

2. During conservation works

3 & 4. Subsequent to conservation works

3 4
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The Kilkenny Design Workshops (KDW) were founded
in 1963 by Córas Tráchtála, the Irish Export Board, in

a radical move which in effect established a state-
sponsored design consultancy aimed at improving the
design of Irish products and thereby increasing exports.
Córas Tráchtála had been concerned with design,
packaging and marketing since its inception in 1951 and
as part of the national programme for economic growth,
full responsibility for design in industry was transferred
from the Arts Council to the newly reconstituted Córas
Tráchtála in 1960. 

The former stables at Kilkenny Castle were acquired
and converted, opening in 1965 with five workshops in
operation - silver and metalwork, textile weaving, textile
printing, ceramics and woodworking. Designers from
across Europe were employed as lead designers and
mentors, producing prototypes which were offered on a
royalty basis to industry. Initially the emphasis was on
craft-based industries but over time the workshops

Archiving Design
Cataloguing images from the Kilkenny Design Workshops
by Dr Una Walker, Post-Doctoral Researcher at the National Irish Visual Arts Library (NIVAL), NCAD
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Opposite Top: Wood & Sugan chair in two different styles, designed by
Peter Lorenzen, c. 1970.

Opposite Bottom: Official opening of KDW, November 1965. (r-l) Dr PJ
Hillary, Minister for Industry and Commerce and William H Walsh,
Chairman of KDW.

Above Left: Max-Mate stackable data storage unit designed for S-Com
by Sean McNulty, 1984.

Above Right: Farm trailer designed for Kilkenny Engineering by Sean
McNulty & Raymond Turner, 1983.

Below: KDW premises, Kilkenny, c.1965. expanded to include industrial and product design. KDW
provided an interdisciplinary environment for individual
designers who produced designs for goods using various
materials and techniques, and for different market
segments. Bertel Gardberg, KDW's design director in the
1960s, designed both ceramic tea sets for mass
production and silver hollowware which few could afford.
Throughout the 1970s and into the 1980s KDW moved
more overtly into the area of industrial design, producing
such items as toilet roll holders for Nokia Ireland, a farm
trailer for Kilkenny Engineering, and external data storage
for S-Com. 

In addition to the objective of improving the design of
Irish products KDW also had an educational role. KDW

Throughout the 1970s and into
the 1980s KDW moved more
overtly into the area of industrial
design, producing such items as
toilet roll holders for Nokia Ireland,
a farm trailer for Kilkenny
Engineering, and external data
storage for S-Com.
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organised exhibitions which celebrated traditional Irish
crafts, e.g. patchwork, which were toured in Ireland and
Europe. In the late 1970s KDW instigated a designer
development training scheme providing twelve recent
graduates annually from the country’s art schools with a
six-month residential placement at the workshops.
Schools competitions and annual design awards also
offered opportunities for aspiring designers. KDW made
access to good design available to the public through its
retail outlets – the first KDW shop opened in Kilkenny in
1966, a second was opened in Dublin in 1976. These
shops stocked examples of the craft-based products
designed by KDW and also goods produced by other
Irish craftspeople and manufacturers. The Dublin shop
included an exhibition space which hosted design related
events which were open to the public.

In the mid-1980s KDW instituted an economic plan
aimed at making the organisation totally self-sufficient.

Top: Official opening of KDW, November 1965.

Above: Irish linen glass cloth which may be cut out and
made into a rag doll, by Jennifer Trigwellc, 1969. 

Right: Two stoneware teapots, sugar bowl and cream jug
by Bertel Gardberg, c.1968.
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One component of this involved increasing income from
the retail part of the company and partly to this end, a
KDW shop was opened in Bond Street in London.
Unfortunately a drop in retail income combined with the
effects of the recession led to financial difficulties and in
1988 state support was withdrawn and KDW ceased
operation. The London shop was closed and the shop
premises in Kilkenny and Dublin were sold to cover
debts. 

The KDW archive, which includes approximately
20,000 photographic images, was donated to NIVAL by
the Crafts Council of Ireland in 2001. Cataloguing the
archive, with financial assistance from the Heritage
Council, the National College of Art and Design and the
Arts Council has been ongoing since 2009. Phase three
of this project, which will include completing the
catalogue of the photographic material, is underway at
present.  All images courtesy of NIVAL, all rights reserved

Above: Child’s wooden bed with under
bed storage by Gerald Tyler,
manufactured by Heals of London, 1971.

Right: ‘Design an Irish Typeface’ poster
by Richard Eckersley, 1978.

Below: KDW shop, Dublin, 1976.

The KDW archive,
which includes
approximately
20,000 photographic
images, was
donated to NIVAL by
the Crafts Council of
Ireland in 2001. 
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Teachers! - Signing up for the
Heritage in Schools Scheme is
easier than ever, just visit the
new website
www.heritageinschools.ie
to find out more.

Heritage in Schools
Website Launched

My Irish Family Tree 
This is a practical guide that will teach
children everything they need to know
about creating a family tree. With
information on using the internet, talking
to family members, accessing archives
and library records, this book has
everything required to build a family
history and find out about the past.
Published by Gill and Macmillan, priced

at !4.79. For further information contact Teresa Daly on
01 500 9521 or tdaly@gillmacmillan.ie

Dialann Dúlra by Tony McNally
This is a delightful and informative book
from Tony McNally. It guides the reader,
the parent, the teacher and the pupil on
a voyage of discovery about nature. Tony
follows the seasons from January to
December with colour photographs
throughout. Visit www.gaelink.ie or email
info@gaelink.ie for more information. 

The Irish Famine Workhouse Diary
This is the story of a family and how they
survived the Irish famine. Told through
the eyes of nine year old Declan, we see
the failure of the potato crop in 1845 and
the family’s attempts to survive on the
land. Eventually, the family is forced to
seek refuge in the workhouse and we
experience the squalor of day to day life
there for both the adults and children.

Through flaps, pop-up and vivid illustrations, the reality of
the Irish famine is brought to life for children. Published
by Gill and Macmillan, priced at !6.39. For further
information contact Teresa Daly on 01 500 9521 or
tdaly@gillmacmillan.ie

Three New Books Bring Irish History, Legend and Nature to Life for Children

The wonders of Irish marine
life came to the LifeTime Lab
in Cork during March with
the launch of a fortnight of
school visits, in collaboration
with the Explorers Primary
Marine Outreach and
Education Programme. The
Explorers programme has
already been successfully
rolled out to some forty

primary schools in the west of Ireland and in six schools in
the greater Dublin area. The programme is a collaborative
effort between the Marine Institute; Forfas Discover Primary
Science; the Galway Atlantaquaria; Galway, Mayo and Clare
Education Centres; Bray Sea Life Centre and the Blackrock
Education Centre. The aim of the programme is to empower
primary school teachers to include marine themes into their
classes by providing specially devised lesson plans and
other support services adapted to the SESE primary

curriculum. As well as providing specially adapted lesson
plans via its website at www.explorers.ie, the programme
also assists local education centres with special in-service
courses for teachers on seashore ecology, marine history,
arts, crafts and mathematics. Check out the full Explorers
website at www.explorers.ie.

Explorers Programme Visits Cork

Education

38
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Heritage News Extra

A series of information panels celebrating the industrial,
built and natural heritage of Portlaw was unveiled to a
large attendance in Malcolmson’s Square in April. The
information panels were commissioned by Waterford
County Council in conjunction with the Portlaw Heritage
Committee and co-funded by the Heritage Council as part
of Co. Waterford’s Heritage Plan work programme.
Attending the launch were Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Ger Barron,
Deputy Paudie Coffey, Fr. Ned Hassett and Reverend
George Cliffe. 

Speaking at the launch, Deputy Mayor Cllr. Ger Barron
stated that “these panels remind us of the wealth of
heritage contained in archaeological sites and buildings
within Portlaw and in the wider area. When you consider
the presence of the 8th century Kilbunny Church, the
medieval Rocketts Castle, Currraghmore Demesne, and
the industrial buildings and large houses associated with
the Malcomsons you cannot but be impressed and it is
only right that this heritage is publicly celebrated by a
project such as this. It reminds of us of why we should
have pride in Portlaw and also will serve to make a
visitor’s trip to the town more interesting”. He formally
unveiled the heritage panel in Malcomson Square with the
oldest resident of Portlaw, Mr. Maurice Nugent. Portlaw is
unique in that it was one of the first ‘model’ or ‘company’
towns to be built in Ireland in the 18th Century. Developed
around the cotton mill built by the Malcolmson family, the
town was a social and town planning first, in which the
employers became responsible, to a large degree for the
wellbeing of the workforce.

Heritage Trail Launched in Portlaw, Waterford

An appeal to An Bord Pleanala recently taken by An Taisce, the
National Trust for Ireland, has successfully prevented the destruction
of the landmark Arklow Rock by quarrying. This 125m high headland,
which is visible from a wide area of both land and sea across south
east county Wicklow and the north east of County Wexford, was
threatened by an extension of a long established quarry.

Although permission was given for extension to the quarry; due to
requests made by the charity, the summit and surrounding area of
Arklow Rock have been protected. The conditions given with the
permission mean that extraction shall only be carried out vertically, by
deepening the quarry rather than by extending horizontally and biting
into the coastal feature.

The Board stated in its reasons for this condition was that it was
“in the interest of visual amenity and recreational amenity in this
designated area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, to protect the
proposed National Heritage Area…” An Taisce has welcomed this
decision in securing the protection of an important landscape feature
of the east coast. For further information please contact, Ian Lumley,
Heritage Officer, An Taisce on 01 4541786. Image © Owen Humphreys

Wicklow Coastal Landmark Preserved

Above: Unveiling of Portlaw
Heritage Trail signage by Deputy

Mayor, Cllr. Ger Barron, Waterford
Co. Co. and resident of Portlaw,

Mr. Maurice Nugent

Right: Heritage Officer, Bernadette
Guest highlighting features of

heritage interest detailed in the
Portlaw Heritage Signs.

Below: Local Historian Willie
Power points out features of

wildlife interest around Portlaw.
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The field courses hosted by BirdWatch Ireland’s Cape
Clear Bird Observatory on Cape Clear Island, off the west
Cork coast, have been expanded and developed to offer
something for everyone. The observatory has been an
island feature for over 50 years now, and is a key
destination for bird watchers and naturalists 
throughout Ireland and Europe. The courses are designed
to aid the beginner and those with some experience in
the craft of bird watching and natural history subjects,
depending on the course chosen. Courses vary from two
to five days duration and each course will combine both
practical indoor and outdoor sessions in some of the
finest scenery in the country. Visitors will soon learn to
adjust to the relaxed pace of island life! For further
information visit the BirdWatch Ireland website at
www.birdwatchireland.ie.

Beginning Birdwatching: How to Identify Birds &
Improve your Observation Skills
4th – 5th June / 2nd – 3rd July/ 30th – 31st July/ 6th – 7th
August / 3rd – 4th September
Course Leader: CCBO Warden, Steve Wing
Course fee: !95
Maximum of 7 participants per course

Wonderful Wildlife: Nature Photography for Beginners
23rd - 27th May/ 22nd – 26th August 
Course Leader: John Murphy
Course fee: !250
Maximum of 10 participants per course

Biodiversity on Cape Clear: Birds, Butterflies, Flowers
& More...
20th – 24th June 
Course Leader Geoff Oliver with Steve Wing
Course fee: !250
Maximum of 12 participants per course

Magnificent Moths & More
15th – 19th August 
Course Leader: Dave Allen
Course fee: !250
Maximum of 10 participants per course

The Wonders of Bird Migration 
12th – 16th September 
Course Leader: Dick Coombes
Course fee : !250
Maximum of 12 participants per course

Wildlife Courses Cape Clear May to September 2011

Heritage News Extra

As part of the implementation of the County Donegal
Heritage Plan, a free booklet entitled ‘Donegal’s Farming
Heritage’ by Dr. Jonathan Bell & Mr. Mervyn Watson has
just been launched. The booklet is based on an audit of
heritage objects associated with farming and fishing in
County Donegal commissioned by the County Donegal
Heritage Office, Donegal County Council and The
Heritage Council. The booklet highlights the hand-held
implements (such as spades, loys, rakes, sickles and
flails) and horse-operated implements (such as swing
ploughs, drill ploughs, harrows, seed drills, reaping
machines and threshing machines) used in farming in the
county. The mechanisation of agriculture and the
conservation of Donegal’s farming heritage are also
addressed. The booklet is illustrated with historical and
modern photographs from around the county and
includes a glossary of selected farming heritage objects
and practices. Copies of the booklet are available free-of-
charge from County Donegal Heritage Office, Cultural
Services, Donegal County Council on (074) 917 2576 or
by e-mail at heritage@donegalcoco.ie

Donegal’s Farming Heritage – Booklet Launch 
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Heritage News Extra

The Chairman and Trustees of the
Chester Beatty Library have
announced the appointment of Ms
Fionnuala Croke as Director of the

Library. The appointment follows an international search
for a Director to succeed Dr Michael Ryan who retired
from the post at the end of December. Dr Ryan joined the
library from the National Museum in 1992 and oversaw
the move of the collections from Shrewsbury Road to
Dublin Castle. He led the Library to the awards, including
the European Museum of the Year (2002) and Irish
Museum of the Year (2000) and served in several
capacities, including President, in the Royal Irish
Academy. Dr Ryan intends to return to his archaeological
interests in his retirement, which he will devote to
research and writing.

Ms Croke, who has been Keeper and Head of
Collections at the National Gallery of Ireland since 2008,
took up her position at the Library on March 1st. She
joined the National Gallery as a research fellow in 1987
and has held several key positions there, including Senior
Curator and Head of Exhibitions. From Churchtown in
Dublin, Ms Croke has published widely on a wide range
of art-related subjects and is an internationally respected

museum professional. She holds a BA with honours in the
History of Art & Archaeology from UCD, an MA from UCD
and an MBA from the Smurfit Business School. On being
offered the role, Ms Croke commented: “While I have
hugely enjoyed my time at the National Gallery, I am
delighted to take up this position as Director of the
Chester Beatty Library. With its magnificent collections
the Library is truly a jewel in the heart of Dublin. It has
gone from strength to strength since its move to Dublin
Castle, and I consider this appointment a great
opportunity to build on the tremendous work of Dr
Michael Ryan and his team.”

Chester Beatty Library Appoints New Director

The Irish Artist Blacksmiths Association is holding an
International Forge-In in Monaghan Town in June to
create unique sculptures using traditional blacksmithing
techniques forged by artist blacksmiths from all around
the world. Over the weekend, artist blacksmiths will
hand-forge sculptures for the town, using traditional
blacksmithing techniques in a contemporary way. On the
Sunday, these sculptures will be assembled and exhibited
together in the main square in Monaghan. The event will
also include lectures, exhibitions, demonstrations and

classes which will be given by international master
blacksmiths. All are welcome and visiting smiths from
around the world will be offered subsidised
accommodation in the town. It is planned to have up to
four forging stations set up around the town where the
sculptures will be hand forged. For more information, 
visit www.craftinireland.com or contact Shirley Clerkin,
Heritage Officer, Monaghan Town Council at (047) 38140,
shclerkin@monaghancoco.ie. 

International Forge-In at Monaghan Town

D. Thornton, The Queen Flower,
From Temple of Flora, 
or Garden of the Botanist,
Thornton, 1812, London

Islamic Section, 
Sacred Traditions Gallery, 
The Chester Beatty Library
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BioBlitz is a scientific race against time. The aim of this
fun event is to find as many species as possible within a
park, over a 24 hour period. During last year’s event, the
champions, Connemara National Park recorded a massive
542 species over a 24 hour period. Again this year, five of
Ireland's magnificent state-owned properties will be vying
for the title of BioBlitz 2011 Champions, with each site
pitted against one another to see which property can find
most species. From soaring eagles to the smallest bugs in
the undergrowth, teams of scientists and volunteers will
comb the parks recording what they find.

Participating this year will be:

• Ballycroy National Park, Co Mayo

• Dromore Woods, Co Clare

• Killarney National Park, Co Kerry

• Raven National Nature Reserve/ Wexford Wildfowl
Reserve, Co Wexford

• Liffey Valley Park, Waterstown, Dublin 20

The event will commence at 17.00 hrs on the 20th May
and finish at 17.00 hrs on 21st May 2011.

This is a unique event where scientists, students and the
general public can come together and learn how
scientists and recorders use their skills to study the
wildlife of an area. It will also introduce the non-specialist
to the fabulous wealth of biodiversity that occurs all
around us. If you are interested in finding out more about
Ireland’s natural heritage or would like to join one of the
participating teams, please contact the National
Biodiversity Data Centre for further details,
info@biodiversityireland.ie/ 051 306 240.

BioBlitz! 20 - 21 May 2011

Heritage News Extra

Winning Team BioBlitz 2010 - Connemara National Park

The National Museum of Ireland celebrated record
breaking numbers in 2010 as 992,953 visitors passed
through its four museum sites. This is just 7,047 short of
1 million to the four sites.

Dr Pat Wallace, Director of the National Museum of
Ireland said, “We are absolutely delighted with our visitor
numbers in 2010. I am extremely proud to be in a position
to say that after almost a decade of development and
improvements at our four sites, the National Museum
continues to appeal to a cross section of visitors and
frequently features as Ireland’s top visitor attraction. 
To increase visitor numbers by over 200,000 since 2009,
particularly in a recession proves that the National
Museum of Ireland offers a superb visitor experience. 
We feel we are fortunate to be in a position to offer a
great experience with the added advantage of having 
free admission”. 

Some of the major highlights in 2010 included the re-
opening of our Natural History site in Merrion Street,
where over ! million visitors came since the opening in

April 2010; the launch of the Irish High Cross exhibition in
Collins Barracks and the showing of the Cross of Cong at
Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo. Dr Wallace also
welcomed the appointment of Mayo man, Taoiseach,
Enda Kenny, T.D. who was first to propose investment in
the establishment of the Mayo branch of the National
Museum in Castlebar (the only cultural institution outside
of Dublin). This year will be the 10th anniversary of the
establishment of the Country Life branch of the National
Museum in Castlebar at which we hope to welcome the
Taoiseach to celebrate the success of the site. 

Record Breaking Visitor Numbers at the National Museum of Ireland

National Museum of Ireland-Decorative Arts & History, 
Collins Barracks. © NMI
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Pollination services provided by insects, mainly bees, are
worth !153 billion a year, and are vital for the production
of more than three-quarters of world crops. Bees are the
most important pollinator of crops and native plant
species in Ireland, and according to a recent study by the
Department of the Environment, are worth an estimated
!85 million per annum to the Irish economy. 

People are often surprised to learn that in addition to
the honeybee, Ireland also has 20 species of bumblebee
and 80 species of solitary bees, all of whom contribute to
maintaining an effective Irish pollination service.
Unfortunately more than half of Ireland’s 101 native bee
species have undergone substantial declines in their
numbers since 1980, and one third are now threatened

with extinction. “Habitat loss and the intensification of
agriculture have resulted in a crisis in Irish bees” said Dr
Úna FitzPatrick, an ecologist at tha Data Centre. “The
Irish Pollinator Initiative is about pooling our expertise to
tackle this problem and come up with positive actions”
she added. 

The Irish Pollinator Initiative website provides a
centralised information source on the importance of
pollination, and on the ecology, distribution, and
conservation of Ireland’s key pollinators. “There is no
denying Irish bees are declining, but the solution lies in
simply providing them with adequate habitat and forage
sources within the landscape” said Dr FitzPatrick. She
also stressed that “Ireland is fortunate to have an active
pollination ecology research group that can supply
scientific information to help support effective policy
decisions”. 

Whether it is making our farms, parks, or gardens more
pollinator friendly, or by getting involved in citizen science
initiatives like the Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme, there are
steps we can all take to protect this valuable economic
resource, and charismatic component of our wildlife into the
future. Visit the Irish Pollinator Initiative website at:
www.pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie

National Biodiversity Data Centre launches an Irish Pollinator Initiative  

The draft Sandymount Village Design Statement (VDS) is
the second urban 'pilot’ VDS project to be carried out
under the Heritage Council’s new community-led Village
Design Statement Programme II, following the Ministerial
launch of the Julianstown VDS (rural ‘pilot’) in October
2010. As with Julianstown, the Sandymount VDS involves
a robust collaborative and participative process, which
seeks the active involvement of all residents and
stakeholders. The draft VDS has been produced by a
Steering Committee with support from Soltys Brewster
Consulting and has been jointly funded by the Heritage
Council and Dublin City Council. To download a copy of
the statement visit www.heritagecouncil.ie/planning.

Sandymount Village Design Statement

The findings from
the ‘Archaeological
Profession in
Ireland’ workshop
are now accessible
in a report
downloadable from
the Heritage
Council website.
The workshop was
hosted by the
Heritage Council in
Kilkenny in March,
2011. The aim was
to facilitate
discussion of issues facing the archaeological profession.
Members of the profession were invited to attend on a
first come, first served basis. 

Through an open forum and four focus groups, attendees
worked together in articulating their opinions with a
particular emphasis on looking at solutions to changes,
due to the turbulent economic and political climate of
recent years. The document is intended to record the
constructive discussions that took place and to
communicate them to a wider audience in the hope of
stimulating further progress and to strengthen the
profession. Please visit www.heritagecouncil.ie/
archaeology to download a copy of the report.

The Archaeological Profession in Ireland
– Workshop Report
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Best Practice Guidance for Habitat
Survey and Mapping 
The final version of the Heritage Council's
Best Practice Guidance for Habitat Survey
and Mapping has just been published. This
publication presents current best practice
guidance for survey and mapping of habitats
in the Republic of Ireland, and is aimed
primarily at those who conduct or
commission habitat surveys. Its objective is
to standardise and improve habitat survey
and mapping methods in order to achieve
compatability among surveys and surveyors,
and to ensure the quality and consistency of
the maps and data produced”. A PDF
version of the publication is now available at
www.heritagecouncil.ie

Assessors, Training and Participant
Advisor Panellists required 
The Museum Standards Programme for
Ireland. 
The Heritage Council of Ireland promotes a
standards programme for the museum
sector within the Republic of Ireland. To
complement its existing panels of assessors
and trainers the Council is seeking to update
and add to the expertise of these panels to
support the delivery of the programme. The
Heritage Council is also seeking to appoint a
new panel of Participant Advisors. 
Panellists will be required to be available to
work in Ireland on an assignment basis.
Successful applicants, from across a range
of disciplines, will be expected to display
knowledge and experience of best practice
in museum culture and/or conservation
practice internationally. Preference will be
given to those with considerable experience
across a range of museum operations and to
those capable of understanding the needs,
and potential, of small-scale museum
operations. Assessor Panel members should
be available to attend an initial briefing
meeting in Dublin, on 1 June 2011. Closing
date for applications: 5pm, Thursday 21 April
2011. For more information on these
positions please visit
www.heritagecouncil.ie/jobs-tenders. 

Multi-Disciplinary LCA CPD Training
Course 
September 2011 - Spanish Point and Tulla,
Co. Clare
The May multi-
disciplinary
LCA CPD
Course is now
fully booked.
The Heritage
Council is now
taking bookings
for September’s
course. For
further details
of the course, please contact Alison Harvey,
Course Co-ordinator at
aharvey@heritagecouncil.ie

‘Burren in Bloom’ Festival
The Burren in Bloom Festival
returns this year with a series
of illustrated talks and
organised walks throughout
the month of May. The festival,
in association with the Burren
College of Art and the
Burrenbeo Trust, will give
people an understanding and
appreciation of the Burren and
its formation, and how it

continues to be a source of great botanical,
archaeological, and cultural wealth with its
unique wild flowers and ancient sites. Events
include film festivals, treasure hunts,
marathons, farmer’s markets and much
much more... We have a full downloadable
programme of events and full contact details
(with Facebook and Twitter links) on our
website: www.burreninbloom.com

Centre - Environmental Living &
Training Courses (CELT)
Two-day training courses at introductory
level in blacksmithing, natural building, herb-
lore, dry stone walling, Súgán chair making,
longbow making, greenwood furniture
making, wet felting, wood carving, basketry,
dry-stone walling, spinning & weaving,
silversmithing and coppersmithing. Bealkelly
Woods is a privately owned and sustainably
managed woodland on the eastern shore of
Lough Derg.
Summer in the Woods - July 2nd & 3rd
2011
Two-day training courses at 
intermediate level in natural building,
silversmithing, spinning & weaving,
woodcarving and felting.
Weekend in the Woods - October 1st &
2nd 2011
Two-day training courses at 
intermediate level in natural building,
silversmithing, spinning & weaving,
woodcarving and felting.
Course fees are !120 for the Spring and
Autumn weekends (early booking rate when
paid before 31st March (or 31st
August), (!150 after this date). Fees for 8-18
yr olds are !100. Fee for six-weekend Boat
Building course is !360 (subsidised by
LEADER funding and payable in
installments).
Annual Membership of CELT is a
requirement for all courses, at !15 individual
rate or !25 for a family.  Annual membership
will cover you for all CELT events within a
calendar year. All courses are held outdoors,
under shelter in a woodland setting, so
appropriate footwear & clothing is required.
A cafe will be serving teas, coffees & home-
baked goods throughout the
weekend. Lunches are available on-site at
very reasonable cost. Handmade pizzas will
be served in the evenings from our hand-
built cob oven. Free camping is available (for
participants only).
Full details & directions will be given when
confirming bookings. To book, please send a
cheque / PO, payable to CELT to:
CELT, Main Street, Scariff, Co Clare. 
Please ensure you give your name, contact

details and course choice(s). Further
descriptions of these courses and
photographs, can be viewed at:
www.celtnet.org

Call for Public
Participation in
National Frog
Survey – 

Report a Frog Now!
Help is needed from
members of the public to

report frog sightings throughout
2011. If you have a garden pond or know a
pond near you, or are in a school with a
wildlife garden you could contribute useful
scientific data. Despite being relatively
widespread in Ireland, there is growing
concern about the status of frog
populations, which have undergone recent
declines across Europe.
If you see a frog in your local area in the
coming months go to www.arc-trust.org/
loscan and fill in the survey form giving
details such as the date and location. This
will help add to a
database of frog
records and may
fill in missing areas
on the national
distribution map.
The results will also
assist the National Parks & Wildlife Service
to identify threats and assess conservation
priorities, and will help ensure that our
common frogs remain a familiar sight.

Rothe House, Kilkenny - Events
Rothe House
& Garden in
Kilkenny
city, will
continue to
open to the
public during
the summer
of 2011,
while at the
same time
undertaking
the final
phase of its
Conservation
Plan. A
permanent

exhibition display is being installed to tell the
story of the house’s development, the family
who lived in it in the 1600s and politics and
society in Kilkenny city in the 17th century.
This will open in the Autumn of 2011.
During construction, Rothe House & Garden
will have limited access by the public, by
guided tour only. Visitors will enjoy elements
of the house & courtyards, and particularly
the reconstructed 17th century garden to the
rear of the house. For more information call
056 772 2893, or email:
info@rothehouse.com. Also see
www.rothehouse.com.
June 2011
Saturday 11th: Rothe House & Garden Plant
Sale
Sunday 19th: KAS Picnic outing to
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Graiguenamangh and St. Mullins, using own
car. Guides are Owen Doyle and Frank
Clarke. Meet at the Quay, Graiguenamanagh,
3 pm. 
July 2011
Saturday 4th: Rothe House & Garden Party
Sunday 17th July: KAS Coach outing to
Johnstown and area, Guide is Una Hughes.
Leave from Dean Street car park at 2.30 pm.
Johnstown Historical Society have invited
participants to tea in their local hall at the
end of the visit. 
August 2011
Saturday 20th – Sunday 28th: National
Heritage Week
• Guided Tour of KAS Library 21st & 28th

August, 3-5pm
• Family History Consultations 22nd – 24th

August, 2.30 – 4pm
• Irish Family History Foundation

Information evening 25th & 28th August,
7 – 9pm

• Guided Tour of Rothe House Garden
22nd – 28th August, 11 – 12am

• Wednesday 24th: KAS: Notable Ossory
Bishops (Dr. Adrian Empey) in St.
Canice’s Cathedral at 7.30 pm, followed
by a social evening in Rothe House 

September 2011
Sunday 25th: KAS All day field trip to Dublin:
Christchurch Cathedral, Collins Barracks and
Glasnevin Cemetery, departing from Dean
Street car park at 9.30 am. 
October 2011
Thursday 27th: KAS Lecture Kilkenny
Folklore and Superstitions (Dr. Dáithí Ó
hÓgáin) 
November 2011
Thursday 4th: KAS Lecture Aspects and
Examples of Early Kilkenny Heraldry (Dr.
Colette O’Flaherty, Chief Herald of Ireland) 
December 2010
Wednesday 7th Christmas Miscellany at
Rothe House
Sunday 11th: KAS Christmas Luncheon and
Party

National Museum of Ireland – 
Decorative Arts
Sun May 22nd: 3 - 4pm
Hands-on History
Fun family learning with the Museum’s
collection of objects especially for handling.
Drop-in event. Adults and children 5 years+.
Thu May 26th: 11.30am - 12.15pm
Babies on Board: Corsets and Crinolines -
objects of beauty or torture devices?
Handle beautiful replica corsets, see some
original undergarments on display and learn
more aboutwomen’s clothing from 19th
Century. No booking required. Places are
limited and are allocated on a first come, first
served basis. Adults with toddlers and
babies.

Fri May 27th: 12.30 - 1pm
Gallery Tour: The North Strand bombings -
27th May 1941
To mark the 70th anniversary of the bombing
of the North Strand, curator Lar Joye will
recall this extraordinary event in Dublin’s
history during the Second World War. Places
are limited and allocated on a first-come
basis. Adults - Bealtaine event.
Sat May 28th: All Day
National Drawing Day at Collins Barracks

Drop into Collins Barracks on National
Drawing Day and discover what a source of
inspiration the Museum can be for budding
artists and designers of all ages. There’s a
free drawing pack for you to pick up and a
drawing workshop for families. Check out
www.museum.ie for more information. All
Ages.
Sun May 29th: 3-3.45pm
Public Tour: Whet your appetite for history
on a short stroll through the galleries,
learning more about the fascinating objects
along the way. No booking required. Places
are limited and allocated on a first-come
basis. Adults and children 10 yrs +.
Sun June 5th: 3 - 4pm
Hands-on History: Fun family learning with
the Museum’s collection of objects
especially for handling. Drop-in event.
Families and children 5 years +.
Wed June 8th: 2.30-3.30pm
Conservation Tour: An opportunity to get
behind the scenes at the Museum to see
how artefacts are conserved for the future.
Includes a look at furniture and textile
conservation and archaeological
conservation. Booking required. Adults.
Fri June 10th: 12.30 - 1pm
Gallery Tour: From the Hole in the Ground
to the Hole in the Wall
A chance to delve into the history of Irish
money on a tour of the ‘Airgead’ exhibition
with its curator, Michael Kenny. Places are
limited and allocated on a first-come basis.
Adults.
Sat June 11th: 12-12.30pm
The Craft of Aviation: The Vampire Jet
Focus on flight with Major General Ralph
James who will be talking about his
experiences of flying the amazing Vampire
Jet on display in the ‘Soldiers and Chiefs’
exhibition. Places are limited and allocated
on a first-come basis. Adults.
Sun June 12th: 3 - 4pm
Hands-on History: Fun family learning with
the Museum’s collection of objects
especially for handling. Drop-in event. Adults
and children 5 years +.
Sun June 19th: 3-4pm

My Museum: Marvelous Mugs - 
Mask-Making Workshop
Make fantastic faces with artist and Macnas
prop maker Orla Clogher. Take your cue from
the masks on display in the Museum and
then recreate a mask of your own. No
booking required. Places are limited and are
allocated on a first-come basis. Families with
children aged 8-12.
Fri June 24th: 12.30 - 1pm
Gallery Tour: Eileen Gray - Designer and
Architect
Be inspired by Ireland’s most famous
designer and architect - join curator Jennifer
Goff on a tour of the exhibition about the life
and work of internationally acclaimed
Irishwoman Eileen Gray. No booking
required. Places are limited and allocated on
a first-come basis. Adults.
Sun June 26th: 3-3.45pm
Public Tour: Whet your appetite for history
on a short stroll through the galleries,
learning more about the fascinating objects
along the way. No booking required. Places
are limited and allocated on a first-come
basis. Adults and children 10 yrs +.
Thu June 30th: 11.30am - 12.15pm
Babies on Board: On the Big Screen
Join Dr Audrey Whitty, curator, who’ll
introduce you to the beautiful stained glass
windows on display at the Museum by Irish
artist Harry Clarke. Then watch an excerpt
from the film ‘A Revel in Blue, The Life and
Work of Harry Clarke.’ No booking required.
Places are limited and allocated on a first-
come basis. Adults with toddlers and babies.

National Museum of Ireland –
Archaeology
Sat May 21st: 12-12.30pm
Bealtaine 2011 Gallery Talk: ‘Dublin’s
Place in the Viking World’
Join Louise Troy, archaeologist, to discover
more about the establishment of Dublin by
the Vikings and it’s significance in Europe
during the Viking Age. No booking required.
Not wheelchair accessible. Adults
Sun May 22nd: 3.30-4.30pm
Tour Bealtaine 2011: Prehistoric Ireland
Tour 
Hear the story of Ireland’s earliest people
from the Mesolithic or Middle Stone Age to
the Late Bronze Age, including a look at the
impressive Irish Gold Collection. No booking
required. Wheelchair accessible. All ages.
Sat May 28th: 2-4.30pm
Workshop National Drawing Day 2011:
Medieval Power Dressing
Get sketching in Medieval Ireland, with the
guidance of archaeological illustrator, Aoife
Patterson. Choose from warriors’ chainmail,
churchmen’s embroidered cloaks or Anglo-
Norman ladies’ elaborate head-dresses.
Materials will be provided free of charge.
This is held in association with the National
Gallery of Ireland’s National Drawing Day. No
booking required. Ages 12+.
Sun May 29th: 3.30-4.30
My Museum: Making Faces
Come face to face with people from our
past, from Egyptian mummies to Iron Age
bog men. Once inspired by these ancient
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faces, make your own mask with
archaeologist, Natasha Walsh. Places are
limited to 20, first come basis. No booking
required. Not wheelchair accessible. 
Ages 7+.
Sat June 4th to Sun 5th: 3.30-4.30pm
Tour Public Tour: Ireland’s Earliest People
Hear the story of Ireland’s earliest people
from the Mesolithic or Middle Stone Age to
the Late Bronze Age, including a look at the
impressive Irish Gold Collection. Tickets !2
from Museum shop. Age 16 and under free.
No booking required. Wheelchair accessible.
All ages.
Sat June 11th to Sun 12th: 3.30-4.30pm
Tour Public Tour: Kingship and Sacrifice 
Examine Iron Age finds from Irish wetlands
including bog butter and the mysterious
2,000 year old bog bodies. Tickets !2 from
Museum shop. Age 16 and under free. No
Booking required. Wheelchair accessible. All
ages
Sat June 18th: 12-12.30pm
Talk Gallery Talk: The Shrine of the
Cathach
Join Cillian de Grás, historian, to explore one
of the holiest reliquaries in Medieval Ireland,
the shrine of the ‘Cathach’ or ‘battler’, made
in the 11th Century to house one of the
earliest Irish manuscripts. No booking
required. Not wheelchair accessible. All
ages.
Sun June 19th: 3.30-4.30pm
Public Tour: Viking Ireland
Did you know that Dublin was founded by
the Vikings? Discover more about the lives of
Vikings who lived here and see warrior
graves, gleaming silver and ice-skates made
of bone. Tickets !2 from Museum shop. Age
16 and under free. No booking required. Not
wheelchair accessible. All ages
Sat June 25th: 3.30-4.30pm
Public Tour: Ireland’s Earliest People
Hear the story of Ireland’s earliest people
from the Middle Stone Age to the Late
Bronze Age, including viewing the
impressive Irish Gold Collection. Tickets !2
from Museum shop. Age 16 and under free.
No booking required. Wheelchair accessible.
All ages.
Sun June 26th: 3.00-4.15
My Museum: Sun & Moon-Printmaking
Spot the moon and solar shapes in our gold
collection and capture them in your very own
print with expert printmaker Niamh Flanagan.
No booking required. Places limited to 10,
first come basis. Not wheelchair accessible.
Ages 8+.

National Museum of Ireland – 
Natural History
Tue May 17th: 11am - 12pm
Workshop Bealtaine 2011: Gemstones -
Making Choices
Join our geological curator, Matthew Parkes
and learn more about gemstones - their
colour, durability, value, treatments and the
ethics of sourcing stones. Booking required.
Contact the Education Department at 01 648
6316 or educationnh@museum.ie. Not
wheelchair accessible. Adults.
Sat May 21st: 3pm-4pm

Tour Family Tour: All Kinds of Everything
What does a mouse and a giraffe have in
common? Find out more on this family tour
for International Biodiversity Week. No
booking required. Not wheelchair accessible.
Families
Sat May 28th: 11.30am - 12.30pm
National Drawing Day: Draw with Don
Get sketching with Don Conroy in the
Discovery Zone and practice drawing
animals. No booking required. Wheelchair
accessible. Families.
Sat May 28th to Sun May 29th: 10am -
5pm
Native Species Weekend at Dublin Zoo
Come visit our stand at Dublin Zoo’s Native
Species Weekend to learn more about our
native speices, past and present. Location:
Dublin Zoo, Phoenix Park, Dublin 8. Normal
zoo admission rates apply; please visit
www.dublinzoo.ie for more details.
Wheelchair accessible. All Ages.
Tue May 31st: 11am - 4pm
Workshop Bealtaine 2011: Identifying Irish
Butterflies
Join Eugenie Regan of the Irish Butterfly
Monitoring Scheme and learn how to identify
Irish butterfly species. Booking required.
Places limited. Contact the Education
Department at 01 648 6316 or
educationnh@museum.ie. Not wheelchair
accessible. Adults.
Sun June 12th: 3pm-4pm
Tour My Museum: Tall Tales
One tour, two tour guides - but one of them
isn’t telling the truth! See if you can spot
animal facts from animal fiction. No booking
required. Not wheelchair accessible.
Families.
Sat June 18th: 3pm-4pm
Family Tour: Big Fish in a Little Pond
Join this tour to learn about some of the
Museum’s stranger exhibits, including
Ireland’s largest goldfish. No booking
required. Wheelchair accessible. Families.
Sat June 25th: 12noon-12.30pm
Gallery Talk: Gardening Monsters
June is a time for gardening and finding
mysterious bugs. Join this gallery talk to find
out about some of the stranger beasts in
your garden. No booking required. Not
wheelchair accessible. Adults.
Sun June 26th: 3pm-4pm
Family Tour: Do you Twitter?
Animals make various noises for different
reasons. Learn more about animal sounds
and calls on this tour, including the deer that
barks! No booking required. Non wheelchair
accessible. Families

National Museum of Ireland –
Country Life
Sat May 21st to Sun 22nd: 12- 5pm
Féile na Tuaithe-Turlough Park
Enjoy the best in rural Irish tradition, food,
craft and fun at this FREE family-friendly
event. Music Circle, Connacht Textile
Crafters, Knitting Circle, Museums’ Handling
Collection, Harvest Knots, Decorating
Ceramics Workshops and much more... See
www.museum.ie for full programme.
Families.

Thu May 26th: 3-4pm 
The Seasons
Rare screening of this vintage silent film of
Kilkelly, Co. Mayo in the 1930s in association
with the Irish Film Institute. No Booking
required. Adults.
Sat May 28th: 10- 5pm
Sketchfest: Drawing Day in association
with the National Gallery of Ireland
Drop in to draw and sketch using the
museums’ collection as inspiration. We have
all the materials you will need. Learn new
techniques and get expert tuition. 3pm:
Adult session with Deirdre Keetley. 4pm:
Children’s session with Lisa Fahy (5-12yrs).
Enter our ‘Sketchfest Competition’ on the
day. First come, first served. Tickets for
workshops at reception. Adults and children.
5yrs+.
Wed June 1st to Thu June 30th: 3-4pm
Daily Gallery Tour: Focus on Summertime
Find out what life was like 100 years ago and
learn about Summer life in the past. !2 per
adult. Free for children aged 16yrs and
under. Tuesday to Saturday. First come, first
served. Group tours at other times can be
pre-booked through the Booking Office. All
ages.
Fri June 3rd: 11-1pm
Knitting: Not Just for Nanas! Beginners
Welcome
Forget that image of granny knitting in the
rocking chair. Knitting is for everyone! Make
fashionable clothes, hats and bags in your
own style. Join us for fun, chat and learn a
skill for life. Starter kits for kids available. No
Booking required. Adults and children. 7yrs+.
Sat June 4th:3- 5pm
Re-awaken the Musician within You
Clear away the ‘Foggy Dew’ and play that
forgotten tune. Take the opportunity to come
together with other learners to share and
practice tunes and songs. No Booking
required. Adults and accompanied children.
7yrs+.
Sun June 5th: 2.30-3.30pm
‘Thugamar Féin an Samhradh Linn’
Enjoy a feast of traditional Irish music with
Emer Mayock and special guests as they
welcome the Summer in with tunes and
songs. No Booking required. Families.
Thu June 9th: 12-5pm
RDS National Craft Competition Winners
2010
To celebrate the International Year of Craft
we are inviting some of the prize winners to
demonstrate their contemporary and
traditional skills. There will be handling
samples, chat and much more... 12 noon -
embroidery and batik - Bernadette Madden.
3pm patchwork and quilting - Mary Palmer.
4pm - Lace crochet - Kathie Earle. Booking
required. Adults.
Fri June 10th: 3.30-4.30pm
The Three Little Pigs
Kidzpuppets presents the much loved story
of the three little pigs and don’t forget the big
bad wolf! After the show make your own
puppet with Carmel Balfe. Booking required.
Children 6yrs and under accompanied by an
adult.
Fri June 17th: 11-1pm
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Knitting: Not Just for Nanas! Beginners
Welcome
See Friday 3rd for details. No Booking
required. Adults and children 7yrs+.
Sat June 18th: 3- 5pm
Re-awaken the Musician within You
See Saturday 4th for details. Special session
with music teacher Brian Lofthouse. Adults
and accompanied children. 14yrs+.
Sun June 19th: 2.30-3.30pm
Taking the Boat: Irish Emigration to Leeds
Join author Brendan McGowan to hear
about the post war exodus from rural Ireland
to Britain and how it has resonance today.
Booking required. Adults.

Trinity College Library
The School of
Medicine 1711 to
2011 (7th April to 2nd
October 2011) “The
best doctors in the
world are Doctor
Quiet, Doctor Diet and Doctor Merryman”
(Jonathan Swift). Admission to this exhibition
also includes viewing the Book of Kells
exhibition. Open daily Monday to Saturday,
9.30am to 5pm and Sunday 9.30am to
4.30pm. Adults !9, Family ticket !18 (2
adults & 4 children) See www.bookofkells.ie
for more details.

Donegal County
Museum - 
‘How We
Remember’ 
This exhibition has
been created to
honour the Irish
Defence Forces,
and in particular,

the men and women of the 28th Infantry
Battalion in Donegal. The exhibition contains
images, oral histories, uniforms and
equipment, as well as the Rockhill
Remembered documentary for the visitor to
explore. 
The exhibition runs until 30th June 2011.
Schools and community groups are
welcome to visit - it might be a perfect part
of a June school-tour! Bright, easy to use
education booklet has been produced to
accompany the exhibition. All guided tours
and are free but pre-booking is essential as
places are limited. To book, or find out more,
call Sally Murphy on 087 147 6339, email
howweremember@gmail.com This project is
supported by the PEACE III Programme
managed for the Special EU Programmes
Body by Donegal County Council. Admission

to Donegal County Museum and all events is
free. See it on youtube:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-oeEfCLffvs
Invitation to the Irish Army - Careers Talk
in Donegal County Museum
Donegal County Museum in association with
the 28th Infantry Battalion, Permanent
Defence Forces (Irish Army) is hosting a
Career talk on Friday 20th May 2011. This is
an opportunity to meet personnel from the
Defence Forces, who will provide information
on the Role of the Defence Forces, the range
of careers available and a Question &
Answer session. The Permanent Defence
Forces are currently recruiting. For bookings,
contact the museum on 074 9124613 or by
email museum@donegalcoco.ie  All are
welcome. 
‘How We Remember’ - Thursday May 16th 1pm
Come along for an afternoon of memories
and stories from 28th Infantry Battallion
veterans. All are welcome and admission is
free.
‘Not That Long Ago’ - In assocation with
the Bealtaine Festival for Older People 

Caroline Carr, Donegal County Museum and
Niamh Brennan, County Archivist, bring
objects from their collections to several
venues all over Donegal.
Objects from our Collections - Buncrana
Library, Friday 17th May, 12.30 – 3pm.
Contact: Sinead McLaughlin, 074 9361941.
National Drawing Day - Saturday May
28th, 1.30 - 4pm
We invite you to come in and draw your
favourite museum objects. Paper, pencils
and some other materials will be provided.
The aim of ‘National Drawing Day’ is to give
everyone an opportunity to try his or her
hand at drawing. Admission is free.

National Gallery 
of Ireland
May 2011
Jack B. Yeats (1871-
1957): An Artist of His
Time will be the subject of
a major lecture series at the
National Gallery of Ireland
in May 2011. The Series,
which will include ten

lectures by well known figures covering
every aspect of the artist’s career, will be
accompanied by two readings focusing on
the work of Jack and William B. Yeats by
Kathleen Watkins and Professor Maurice
Harmon. See www.nationalgallery.ie for
details.
18th May – International Museums Day at

the National Gallery 
1pm  Readings from the work of Jack B. and
W.B. Yeats
2pm  New Parent’s Tour
28th May – Nationwide ‘Drawing Day’
11.00-4.00pm  As part of the Irish Museums
Association's, Catch up on Culture Week,
21st - 29th May, the National Gallery is
holding ‘Drawing Day’ at the RHA, 15 Ely
Place, Dublin 2 – See the Gallery website for
details www.nationalgallery.ie. 
There will a series of short talks on
‘highlights of the European and the Irish
collections’ together with the screening of a
film throughout the months of July and
August. Due to the refurbishment
programme currently taking place at the
National Gallery, see the Gallery website,
www.nationalgallery.ie for up to date
details of the autumn programmes or
contact 01-6633504/5/6.

Chester Beatty Library, Dublin

Friday 20th May 11.45am
‘Members’ Event. Old Master Prints: The
Madden/Arnolz Collection. Guided visit to
the Irish Museum of Modern Art. Booking
essential. Contact Mary Dowling on 01
4070759, email: members@cbl.ie
Thursday 26th May: The Art Books of
Matisse exhibition opens
The library is delighted to host this
exhibition The Art Books of Henri
Matisse. This exhibition is on loan from the
Bank of America Merrill Lynch Collection
together with works by Matisse belonging to
the Chester Beatty Library.
Thursday 26th May 5.30pm
‘Members’ Event. After hours viewing of
The Art Books of Henri Matisse exhibition
followed by the Members Summer Party.
Booking essential. Contact Mary Dowling,
tel: 4070759, email: members@cbl.ie
Friday 27th - Sunday 29th May
Bealtaine Festival for Older People
celebrates The Art Books of Henri Matisse
exhibition. A three-day workshop with artists
Fiona Cashell and Lorraine Lawlor.
Participants will explore the works of Henri
Matisse and create their own responses
which will be recorded on a podcast. Please
book with Justyna Chmielewska from
Monday 23 May, 9.30am, tel: 4070772 or
email: jchmielewska@cbl.ie. Limited to 15
places. Free.

Demonstration Day - 
National Print Museum
Visit the National Print Museum to witness a
tradition that has virtually disappeared. The
Museum will host an exciting 'Demonstration
Day' on Saturday 25th June from 12pm until
4pm. Practical demonstrations of the
Linotype, Wharfedale, Heidelberg and many
other machines will be given by active-
retired typesetters and printers. Free
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admission. For further information contact
info@nationalprintmuseum.ie or 01 6603770
or see www.nationalprintmuseum.ie

MA in Arts & Heritage Management 
Applications are open for the MA in Arts &
Heritage Management, at Waterford Institute
of Technology. This is a one-year programme
run over three semesters. The aim of the
Masters in Arts & Heritage Management is to
address specific and identified needs within
the arts and heritage industry for
management training in the area of cultural
administration, and to provide you with the
necessary skills for effective cultural
leadership and management. It offers you an
opportunity to reflect on your professional
practice (work placement) and gain a
theoretical and critical perspective on
managing organisations and events in the
cultural/heritage sector. The closing date for
applications is 10 June, 2011, please visit
www.wit.ie for more details.

Survey of
Graveyards in
Laois
The Heritage Office
of Laois County
Council, with the
support of the
Heritage Council,

wishes to contract suitably qualified
professionals to carry out a survey of Burial
Grounds in Laois. This project is an action of
the Laois Heritage Plan 2007-2011. To
register your interest in this notice and obtain
any additional information please visit the
eTenders website at www.etenders.gov.ie.
Closing date for tenders is mid-day on April
21st 2011.

Irish Museums Association - 
Field Trip
The IMA annual field trip will take place on
Saturday 21st May in Armagh. The trip will
include Armagh County Museum, St.
Patricks Church of Ireland Cathedral, No. 5
Vicars Hill and the Armagh Public Library.
The trip costs !15 for members and !20 for
non members. This fare provides a bus from
Earlsfort Terrace. For further details contact
Katherine Scott, on 01 412 0939/
office@irishmuseums.org.

The Casino at Marino
The Casino at Marino will re-open daily for
the 2011 season on Thursday, 28th April.
Opening Times: April, May and October:
10am – 5pm, June - September 10am –

6pm. Last admission 45 mins before closing.
To book guided tours for groups and for
access to St. Mary’s Abbey, off Capel Street,
Dublin 1, please contact 01 8331618 or 086
606 2729. See our website at
www.heritageireland.ie for further details. 

Events at the Butler Gallery
National Drawing Day: Saturday, 28 May,
11am - 3pm

The nation’s biggest contribution to National
Drawing Day takes place once again in
Kilkenny Castle Park coordinated by the
Butler Gallery. Come along to this mini-
festival of drawing and try your hand at
drawing with string and willow, drawing on
wood and other creative approaches to the
practice of drawing outdoors! 
Free of charge. Materials provided. No
booking necessary. All welcome.
Red Square Curates – Opening Reception:
Saturday, 25 June, 3 - 5pm 
This year, the Butler Gallery have worked
with twelve 16-18 year olds to curate an
exhibition from the gallery’s collection of
modern and contemporary art. The group
have been meeting with gallery staff and
facilitators since February 2011, including an
adventure to visit another exhibiton curated
by young people from Liverpool, London,
Paris and Helsinki. Come along and see the
results!
Free of charge. Exhibition continues until 24
July (10am – 5.30pm).

Collections at Risk: 
Safeguarding our Cultural Heritage

A one-day International Committee on
Museum Security workshop organised 
by Trinity College Library and The Hunt
Museum
Hosted by:
Trinity College Library - 20th June 
The Hunt Museum, Limerick - 22nd June 
The Museum of Country Life, Castlebar -
24th June
Draft Programme
09:30 Registration

10:00 Opening and Welcome Address
Willem Hekman - Chair of ICMS,
Susan Bioletti - Keeper of
Preservation & Conservation, Trinity
College Library 

10:15 Irish Collections at Risk and Some
Solutions!
Hugh Maguire - Director, The Hunt
Museum, Limerick

10:45 Risk Analysis
Willem Hekman - Chair of ICMS,
Canada

11:15 Coffee
11:45 The Ideal Museum

Michael John - Technical Managing
Director, State Art Collections
Dresden, Germany

12:15 Terrorist Threats for Museums
and Cultural Institutions 
Serge Bercovici - Safety & Security
Consulting engineer of Haifa
Municipality, Israel

12:45 Training of Museum Security
Personnel
Dick Drent - Head of Security, Van
Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, The
Netherlands  

13:15 Lunch 
14:30 Technical Implementation of

Museum Security 
Hans-Juergen Harras - Head of
Security, State Museum of Berlin,
Germany  

15:00 Impact of Water Damage on
Museum Collections
Michael John - Technical Managing
Director, State Art Collections
Dresden, Germany

15.30 (To be confirmed)
Herb Lottier - Director of Protection
Services Philadelphia Museum of
Art, USA 

16:00 Tea
16:30 Cultural Relic Mobile Security

Assessment
Tian Kai - Vice-Director Henan
Museum Zhengzhou, Henan, China

17:00 Closing Remarks

The workshop will be repeated at three
venues. Registration at each venue is !50. 
20 June
Trinity Long Room Hub, Neill / Hoey Theatre,
Trinity College Dublin
Location see: www.tcd.ie/Maps
22 June
The Hunt Museum, Limerick
Location see: www.huntmuseum.com
24 June
The Museum of Country Life, Turlough Park,
Castlebar. Location see:
www.museum.ie/en/intro/country-life.aspx
This programme, along with the registration
form, is available at: www.tcd.ie/Library/
preservation/. If you have any queries please
contact: preserve@tcd.ie
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A Natural History of Ireland
by John Faulkner & Robert Thompson 

This is the first comprehensive book on
natural history in the nine-county province
of Ulster - a subject that has been
remarkably overlooked in such an
otherwise well-exposed region. Nature in
Ulster is uniquely varied and reveals much
about how humanity relates to the natural
world. The heart of the book deals with the
habitats that characterise Ulster’s
landscapes. Chapters cover farmland and
woodland, bogs, mountains and lakes, the
coast, the sea and urban habitats. 

The Natural History of Ulster will appeal to
anyone with an interest in the province,
whether resident, visitor or expatriate.
Contributions from some of Ulster’s most
experienced naturalists have been
carefully woven together to produce an
engaging narrative. It is a book that
delights you with the lavish beauty of its
imagery, and invites you to develop new
outlooks on both natural history and on
Ulster. The 608 page book is lavishly
illustrated with over 600 high quality
photographs, many specially
commissioned for this publication.
Particular highlights are the aerial
landscapes and stunning close-ups.

ISBN: 978-0-900761-49-2
Format: Hardback/ 608 p/ 275 x 220mm
Publishers: Blackstaff Press
Web: www.blackstaffpress.com/
ProductInfo.aspx?Product=171
Email: info@blackstaffpress.com
Price: £25

Suburban Affiliations: 
Social Relations in the Greater
Dublin Area 
by Mary P. Corcoran, Jane Gray & Michel
Peillon

Drawing on four case studies –Lucan, Co.
Dublin; Leixlip, Co. Kildare, Mullingar, Co.
Westmeath and Ratoath, Co. Meath – the
authors offer a wealth of sociological
insights into the contemporary suburban
experience. The authors re-visit and
robustly challenge the mainly negative
assessment that has been made of the
suburban social fabric. The title Suburban
Affiliations, summarizes the book’s main
conclusions. Residents in suburban
estates are not disaffiliated: they are in fact
connected with the place where they live
and with each other in many different
ways. The book maps the nature, quality
and focus of these affiliations in terms of
attachment to place, prevalence of social
support networks and levels of civic and
social participation. The study will be of
interest not only to social scientists but
also to architects, planners, policy makers
and the general public.

Mary P. Corcoran is Professor of Sociology
at the National University of Ireland
Maynooth, where she is also a research
associate at the National Institute for
Regional and Spatial Analysis. She has
also spoke at the Heritage Council’s ‘The
Future of Ireland’s Villages’ conference in
Durrow in 2005. Jane Gray is a Senior
Lecturer and Head of the Department of
Sociology, at the National University of
Ireland Maynooth. She is a research
associate at the National Institute of
Regional and Spatial Analysis and
programme leader for the Irish Qualitative
Data Archive. Michel Peillon is Professor of
Sociology at the National University of
Ireland Maynooth.

ISBN: 978-1-906359-47-8 
Format: Paperback/ 360 pp
Publishers: (10% discount on all direct
orders from UCD Press) 
Web: www.ucdpress.ie 
Email: Noelle.Moran@ucd.ie
Price: !28/ £24

The Story of Irish Museums
1790-2000: Culture, Identity 
and Education
by Marie Bourke

This is the first book to give a long-term
and comprehensive account of the stories,
the histories and the evolution of Irish
museums and galleries. From 1790, when
the ‘cabinet of curiosities’ was an
important asset in a gentleman’s home to
the new millennium, when museums and
galleries are at once physical and virtual
spaces, this is a fascinating history of the
human desire to collect, catalogue,
conserve and create stories around our
shared heritage.

The author brings museum buildings and
their contents to life in a very new way.
The stories behind the collections make
for fascinating reading. The reader quickly
begins to appreciate the nature of the
cultural space provided by the
museum/gallery and to understand that
beyond housing the collections for which
they were created, these spaces are far
more than architecture and objets d’art—
they are a direct reflection of social mores
in any given period, of artistic trends and
counter-trends, of the politics of a nation
and of the aspirations of those who use
‘culture’ for various agenda. Marie Bourke
is Keeper and Head of Education at the
National Gallery of Ireland.

ISBN: 9781859184752
Format: Hardback/ 234 x 156mm
Publishers: Cork University Press
Price: !49

Books Please note that books are not available from the Heritage Council, please contact
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Serving A City: The Story of
Cork’s English Market

by Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil & Donal Ó
Drisceoil

The English Market, Ireland’s most famous
food emporium, has been serving the city
of Cork since 1788. It has survived
revolution, fire and famine, depression and
boom, and changing tastes in food and
retailing. Yet it remains what it always was:
a food market and a bustling social hub of
the city. This history traces the
development of the market from its origins
to the present day. Its eclectic mix of the
traditional, such as tripe and drisheen,
pig’s heads and spiced beef, and the new,
such as artisan cheeses, olives and
spices, family-run stalls and personal
service, all contribute to its unique appeal,
which is celebrated widely, especially by
visitors to the city.

The story of the market is in many ways
the story of Cork. Lavishly illustrated,
Serving a City captures the tastes and
colours of this central part of Cork life,
past and present, and highlights the
architecture, stallholders, customers and
products. From offal to olives, it is a
celebration of an essential part of the Cork
experience.

Donal Ó Drisceoi lectures in History at
University College Cork and is joint editor
of Saothar, the Irish labour history journal.
He is the author of Censorship in Ireland,
1939-45: Neutrality, Politics and Society
(1996), Peadar O’Donnell (2001) and co-
author of The Murphy’s Story: The History
of Lady’s Well Brewery, Cork (1997).
Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil is a former teacher
with a background in archaeology and
history. He has written widely on early Irish
cooking practices and co-wrote The
Murphy’s Story: The History of Lady’s Well
Brewery, Cork (1997).

‘Fascinating book’ Myrtle Allen

‘Wonderful offering’ Southern Star

‘Sumptuous book…totally irresistible’
Ireland of the Welcomes

‘A must for all lovers of Cork, food or Cork
food’ Sunday Independent

‘Beautiful publication…a great book’
Evening Echo

ISBN: 978-1848891098
Format: Paperback/ 264 pp/ 277 x 219 mm
Publishers: Collins Press
Web: www.collinspress.ie
Email: enquiries@collinspress.ie
Price: !19.99/£17.99

The Making of Ireland’s
Landscapes since the Ice Age
by Valerie Hall

The fascinating story of Ireland’s changing
landscape begins over 11,000 years ago
as the last Ice Age ended. Through a
combination of authoritative text and
photographs, this easily accessible book
describes how the landscape of Ireland
has been shaped. It tells the story of how
natural forces as well as people influenced
the landscape, its plants and animals, and
traces the history of the wild places as
well as the development of the farmed
landscape. The photographs, many of
which are of modern subjects, emphasise
how the past Irish landscape continues to
resonate today.

Valerie Hall has had a life-long interest in
plants and the Irish landscape. A botanist
before specialising in the history of the
Irish environment, she contributed to radio
and television programmes. After a lifetime
of field observation and studies at Queen’s
University, Belfast, she is now Professor
Emerita of Palaeoecology. She was joint
author of Flora Hibernica (2001).

Praise for Flora Hibernica

‘Handsome mix of photography and
information’ The Irish Times

‘Informative…easy to read’ Irish Examiner

‘Stunning photographs, beautifully
produced’ IPCC Peatland News

ISBN: 978-1-84889-115-9      
Format: Paperback/ 256 pp/ 245 x 172 mm
Publishers: Collins Press
Web: www.collinspress.ie
Email: enquiries@collinspress.ie
Price: !19.99/£17.99

Burren Archaeology – 
A Tour Guide
by Hugh Carthy

The Burren in County Clare contains one
of the densest concentrations of
archaeological remains in Ireland. Its
monuments illustrate the story of human
activity since it began here nearly 10,000
years ago. Many people are daunted by
the prospect of reading about ‘stones and
bones’; this guide makes the stones and
bones of the Burren understandable by
telling the stories behind the monuments.
Archaeology is ultimately about real
people: whether they were cheeky monks
at Corcomroe or arthritic farmers at
Poulnabrone, people built or made these
monuments and artefacts. Hugh Carthy
relates what was happening in the Burren
to events as far away as Iceland and
Egypt and includes background
information relevant to an understanding
of Burren archaeology. This is followed by
description of over 40 individual sites and
monuments with full location information
for all.

This compact area contains a lot of
archaeology, so it is ideal for those who
want a whirlwind tour of 10,000 years of
human activity.

Hugh Carthy developed an interest in the
Burren after moving to Co. Clare in 1992.
He studied Archaeology for two years at
NUIG during his degree programme in
1976–1979. In 2008 he obtained an Hons.
Diploma in Archaeology from NUIG,
dealing specifically with the Burren and
the Aran Islands. He now provides guided
tours from his base in Ennis, Co. Clare.

ISBN: 9781848891050
Format: Paperback/ 220 pp/ 198 x 128 mm
Publishers: Collins Press
Web: www.collinspress.ie
Email: enquiries@collinspress.ie
Price: !14.99/ £12.99
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Burren Country: 
Travels Through An Irish
Limestone Landscape
by Paul Clements 

The Burren in County Clare is slow to give
up its secrets. For years Paul Clements
has been drawn to its history, mystery and
peculiarities. Here he writes absorbingly
about the rocks, hills and walls, the
colours, the animals, and subjects that
excite him, such as the exotic wild flowers,
ancient ruins, early morning birdsong, and
the smell of whiskey in historic pubs. A
hunter and gatherer of information, the
author ferrets out little-known facts and
lore on the Burren and weaves them
together.

Burren Country is infused with warmth and
wit, with the ordinary and the
extraordinary. It celebrates outdoor life
and uncovers what the Burren means to
writers, painters and musicians who know
it intimately. It focuses on particularities of
place: Poulnabrone dolmen seen through
the eyes of photographers; a patch of
ground at Gleninagh where he joins a
pilgrimage; a tour of the wandering
boulders; and an epiphany on the summit
of Mullaghmore Mountain. Join him in a
fascinating odyssey into one of Ireland’s
magical and unique places.

Paul Clements, from County Tyrone, lives
in Belfast and spends part of each year in
the West of Ireland researching, writing,
walking, and seeking inspiration in the
Burren’s limestone hills. His acclaimed The
Height of Nonsense (2005) was a
bestseller. A former BBC journalist, he now
contributes to newspapers and magazines
and to travel guides to Ireland. He is a
Fellow of Green-Templeton College,
Oxford, and of the Royal Society of
Antiquaries of Ireland.

ISBN: 978-1848891173    
Format: Paperback/ 260 pp/ 198 x 128 mm
Publishers: Collins Press
Web: www.collinspress.ie
Email: enquiries@collinspress.ie
Price: !12.99/ £11.99

Connemara and Mayo – 
A Walking Guide: Mountain,
Coastal & Island Walks
by Paul Phelan

Connemara and Mayo form an area known
for stunning scenery and this guidebook
describes some of the region’s best and
most spectacular walks. A wide variety of
walks and terrains are covered: easy two-
hour walks on surfaced paths; two- to
three-hour island and coastal walks; two-
to four-hour gentle hill and mountain hikes;
and four- to seven-hour strenuous hill
walks. Detailed instructions are provided
along with information regarding
archaeology, history, landscape, flora and
wildlife. Maps are included for each walk
while photographs illustrate the routes and
give a sense of the beautiful landscape.
This is the most comprehensive walking
guide to the area published for some time.

Paul Phelan worked in research and
marketing in Ireland and overseas before
starting his own business consultancy. He
lives and works in Connemara, enjoys
taking people on walks on the hills and
islands, and also provides guiding
services.

ISBN: 978-1-84889-102-9
Format: Flexicover/ 128 pp / 198 x 128 mm
Publishers: Collins Press
Web: www.collinspress.ie
Email: enquiries@collinspress.ie
Price: !14.99/ £12.99

Scenic Walks in West Cork: 
A Walking Guide
by Damien Enright

West Cork and its unique combination of
flora, fauna, history and landscape, is
quietly explored by visitors annually. This

guide to some of the best walks in the
region has clear descriptions and
engaging commentaries on natural and
human history to enhance enjoyment and
appreciation of the walks. From the scenic
interior to spectacular coastal scenery and
islands, these cross-country, road and
waterside excursions have something for
everyone. Walks vary from 1.5 km strolls
to that on Sherkin Island at 13 km. Boat
and cable-car timetables are included. The
author has put his experience and
knowledge of the area to great use in this
evocative guide. Each route has a sketch
map and colour photographs to show the
beauty of the landscape, its wild creatures,
wild flowers, and built heritage. This is a
treasury of information to take readers on
the ways less travelled, not just a turn-left,
turn-right guide.

Damien Enright is a journalist, television
writer-presenter and broadcaster. He has
written a weekly nature column in the Irish
Examiner since 1990, contributed articles
to Walking World Ireland magazine,
presented Enright’s Way, a three-part
series for RTE television, and is the author
of eight popular walking guides to West
Cork and Kerry. His critically-acclaimed A
Place Near Heaven: A Year in West Cork
was published in 2004.

ISBN: 978-1-84889-104-3
Format: Paperback/ 128 pp / 198 x 128 mm
Publishers: Collins Press
Web: www.collinspress.ie
Email: enquiries@collinspress.ie
Price: !14.99/ £12.99

The Dingle, Iveragh & Beara
Peninsulas: A Walking Guide
by Adrian Hendroff

The Dingle, Iveragh and Beara peninsulas
dominate the spectacular landscape of
southwest Ireland. Their rugged peaks,
dramatic ridges, captivating valleys,
glittering lakes and stunning Atlantic
coastline form a treasure chest of walking
options. This guide describes exhilarating
walks in each peninsula, accompanied by
the author’s photographs and specially
drawn maps. These walks provide a range
of options, both for those familiar with the
region and for first-time visitors. This
region attracts thousands of walkers
annually and, since most routes are not
signposted or waymarked, an up-to-date
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guidebook is essential. The walk
descriptions also include material on the
fauna, flora, folklore, history, geology and
place names of the area. 

Adrian Hendroff, a qualified Mountain
Leader, is a photographer and writer on
Ireland’s mountains. He has explored the
mountains of Ireland since 1999, and is
one of the few to have ascended all 268 of
its summits over 600 m. His articles have
featured in The Irish Times’ Go
supplement and magazines such as TGO
and Irish Mountain Log. He has also
walked in the mountain ranges of
Scotland, Wales, England, Romania,
Iceland, and the Alps and the Dolomites,
but he thinks of the Irish mountains as
home. His previous book From High
Places: A Journey Through Ireland’s Great
Mountains was published in 2010. 

ISBN: 978-1-84889-103-6           
Format: Flexicover/ 128 pp / 198 x 128 mm
Publishers: Collins Press
Web: www.collinspress.ie
Email: enquiries@collinspress.ie
Price: !14.99/ £12.99

Eleanor: Countess of Desmond
by Anne Chambers

Married to Garret Fitzgerald, the powerful
Earl of Desmond and the biggest land
owner in Ireland, Lady Eleanor Butler
became embroiled in the political chaos
surrounding the Tudor conquest of Ireland
over five-hundred years ago. As Eleanor
and her husband fought against Queen
Elizabeth I to save the House of Desmond,
she endured imprisonment, exile, poverty,
hunger, deprivation and her only son held
hostage in the tower of England, yet she
bravely confronted each new challenge in
a heroic bid to save her family from
annihilation. 

Eleanor is the story of the triumph of the
human spirit against the most horrific
adversity. Sourced from primary
contemporaneous manuscripts, including
the Countess of Desmond’s own letters,
Anne Chambers vividly brings the life of
this neglected heroine to light against the
backdrop of one of the most convoluted
and traumatic periods in Irish history.

Anne Chambers has written seven
biographies, a historical novel, a collection
of short stories, as well as several film

screen- plays and stage dramas. Her short
stories were short-listed for the 2004
Hennessy Literary Awards and her
screenplay Lorna was short-listed for the
2009 Jameson Dublin International Film
Festival. Previous books include Granuaile:
Ireland’s Pirate Queen; Adorable Diva:
Margaret Burke Sheridan; Ranji: Maharajah
of Connemara and At Arm’s Length:
Aristocrats in the Republic of Ireland. Anne
holds an MA in Irish history from the
National University of Ireland.

ISBN: 9780717148288
Format: Paperback/ 224 pp / 216 x 135 mm
Publishers: Gill & Macmillan
Web: www.gillmacmillan.ie
Price: !11.99

Buen Camino! 
by Peter Murtagh and Natasha Murtagh 

This is the story of an Irish father and his
18-year-old daughter and their 900-
kilometre walk together across northern
Spain along the ancient pilgrim route to
the tomb of St James. Peter and
Natasha’s journey starts in drizzle and
wind as they scale Croagh Patrick,
Ireland’s Holy Mountain in Mayo, before
setting off immediately afterwards for the
Pyrénées in France. Along the way, they
meet a motley collection of other
pilgrims – men and women, young and
old, from many countries – with whom
they laugh, cry and above all have fun
amid moments of high drama, exhilaration
and sometimes exhaustion. They run with
the bulls and parade in a fiesta; they pray
with the faithful, and explore the Camino’s
rich Christian and pagan history, its tiny
churches and majestic cathedrals; they
stay in its sometimes Spartan pilgrim
hostels and appreciate the richness of
living simply, with few possessions, on
about !20 each a day. And after five
weeks’ walking, do they still love each
other? Absolutely… and would do it all
again tomorrow if they could…

Natasha Murtagh is a first-year student of
English and Philosophy at University
College Dublin. Peter Murtagh is a
managing editor at The Irish Times. He is
co-author (with Joe Joyce) of two books,
The Boss, Charles J Haughey in
Government (1983) and Blind Justice, the
Sallins Mail Train Robbery (1984). He is
author of The Rape of Greece - The King,

The Colonels and the Resistance (1994)
and has edited 11 editions of The Irish
Times Book of the Year. He received the
Award for Outstanding Work in Irish
Journalism in 1984 and was Reporter of
the Year in Britain in 1986 while working
for The Guardian. 

ISBN: 9780717148431
Format: Paperback/ 256 pp / 234 x 156 mm
Publishers: Gill & Macmillan
Web: www.gillmacmillan.ie
Price: !13.59

Ireland, Design and Visual
Culture: Negotiating Modernity
1922-1992
by Linda King & Elaine Sisson 

Ireland, Design and Visual Culture is an
edited collection of interdisciplinary essays
on the subject of design and visual culture
in Ireland from 1922 to the early 1990s.
The essays, written from different
disciplinary and academic perspectives,
explore the tensions inherent in the
visualisation of the newly emergent State
from the 1920s. The book explores the
shaping of Irish modernity within such
visual discourses as architecture,
advertising, currency, illustration, industrial
design, print ephemera, public spectacle
and theatre design, within an international
context and suggests that Irish society
was more open to European and American
visual and cultural influence than has
previously been considered.

Linda King is a lecturer in Design History
and Theory, and Visual Communication
Design at The Institute of Art, Design and
Technology, Dun Laoghaire (IADT). Elaine
Sisson is a Senior Lecturer at The Institute
of Art, Design and Technology, Dun
Laoghaire (IADT) and is the author of
Pearse’s Patriots: St Enda’s and the Cult
of Boyhood (Cork University Press, 2004).

ISBN: 9781859184721
Format: Hardback/ 234 x 156mm
Publishers: Cork University Press
Web: www.corkuniversitypress.com
Price: !39.00
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Restoration 

by Maurice Eakin

They have taken the Great Irish Bogs
And cut them down to the marl.

Like a big cat’s claws on the belly of a cow
Deep ditches were ripped through the scraw;
The canvas despoiled;
The skin punctured,
Bog water oozed from the bog body;
‘Til lifeless.

Having gorged on the memories
All that remains
Are the scraggy stumps of pine and oak,
Like the bones of a chicken
Piled at the side of a plate.

Cut away,
All that remains is worthless; thank God.

Water seeps in 
Restitution begins.

The editor welcomes your letters, poems and other submissions. Please send your contributions to: 
The Editor, Heritage Outlook, The Heritage Council, Church Lane, Kilkenny. Or email: heritageoutlook@gmail.com

Poetry
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ACROSS
1. Book of ___, 8th century illuminated gospel (6)
4 Sturdy shovel - useful on a dig (5)
9 1840’s scientific instrument housed in Birr Castle (9)
11 William John ___, Dublin-born painter and illustrator (5)
12 Adornments consisting of ornamental shoulder pads (8)
14 Kilmainham was one such correctional institution (6)
16 Group of many islands in a large body of water (11)
19 Unique Neolithic landscape in Co Mayo (5,6)
22 Old style building which sold alcohol (6)
24 In accordance with the Good Book (8)
27 Co Louth town where Cappock’s Gate and St Mary’s Abbey

are found (5)
28 Napoleon III won the battle of ___ in 1859 (9)
30 Projecting bay window, supported by corbels (5)
31 Age of copper and tin alloy? (6)

DOWN
1 Native amphibian - Bufo calamita - could attack and joke,

lays strings of spawn (10,4)
2 10th century Munster kingdom (3,4)
3 In Ireland, it’s a race! (3)
5 Existing within Arctic or Antarctic Circles (5)
6 In the depths of the ocean (4-3)
7 Wooden pin - sounds like novel of the Blaskets! (3)
8 Lapwing, Curlew and Redshank are at home on this wetland

north of L.Derg (7,7)
10 Cereal used to make porridge (3)
13 Contract granting occupation of property (5)
15 Five fluid ounces or Yeats’s Co Sligo lake? (4)
17 Disc such as shilling, farthing or guinea (4)
18 Upright tripod used by an artist (5)
20 One such as a Norman or Viking who raved in Ireland! (7)
21 Depository containing historical records (7)
23 Did ‘e ever see this female ruff? (5)
25 Sick or ailing (3)
26 Native tree, used in manufacture of hurleys (3)
29 One very long division of geological time (3)

To win a book voucher worth
!50, please send your
completed grid, plus your name
and address, to:

HERITAGE OUTLOOK
Crossword Competition,
Attention: Isabell,
The Heritage Council,
Church Lane, Kilkenny, Co.
Kilkenny.

Closing Date: August 1st 2011.

Congratulations to 
Gareth Parry, 28 Queens Park,
Coleraine, Co Derry , BT 51
3JU, N. Ireland, who sent in the
winning entry to our last
crossword competition.

Solutions to Crossword No. 15, Heritage Outlook Winter 2010:

ACROSS: 1. town, 3. ivory, 6. barm, 11. ringlet, 12. crozier, 13. omens, 14. christian, 15. icon, 17. swift, 19. hag, 21. emo, 23. proof, 25. reed,
28. artifacts, 30. spear, 31. immures, 32. barn owl, 33. oast, 34. sages, 35. wren

DOWN: 1. turlough, 2. winter, 4. vatican, 5. records, 7. alibi, 8. marino, 9. alms, 10. solstice, 16. clonfert, 18. te, 20. gp, 22. o'carolan, 24.
fuchsia, 25. risible, 26. casino, 27. memoir, 29. tombs, 30. serf
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What is Heritage?
Under the National Heritage Act
(1995), ‘heritage’ is defined as
including the following areas:

Monuments

Archeological Objects

Heritage Objects

Architectural Heritage

Flora and Fauna

Wildlife Habitats

Landscapes

Seascapes and Wrecks

Geology

Heritage Gardens 
and Parks

Inland Waterways
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