
Taoiseach Enda Kenny launches Beara-Breifne Way Heritage Stamps and Walking 

Passport  

500km route, 12 walking trails across 10 counties and 4 provinces  

 

Thursday 16
th

 May 2013: An Taoiseach, Enda Kenny T.D. has launched the Beara-Breifne Way Heritage 

Stamps and Walking Passport for the longest walking trail in Ireland. Involving over sixty community 

groups from the Beara Peninsula in Co. Cork to Blacklion in Co. Cavan, the Beara-Breifne Way project 

is the largest community based project undertaken in the country, involving twelve local walking trails 

in ten counties and four provinces.   

The route links counties Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Tipperary, Offaly, Galway, Roscommon, Sligo, Leitrim 

and Cavan. As part of the initiative, all walkers on the Beara-Breifne Way will collect stamp in their 

Walking Passport books based on the heritage of each town and village along the route which they 

visit.  

Speaking at the launch, An Taoiseach Enda Kenny commented, "I am very pleased to be here to 

officially launch the Beara-Breifne Way.  I would like to pay tribute to the organising committee led by 

Jim O'Sullivan, the numerous community groups and members of the farming community who have 

come together to make this project happen, and the Heritage Council and the many other public 

bodies who have supported it along the way.  This is a truly exciting development which will ultimately 

provide walkers and cyclists, either visiting Ireland or holidaying at home, with a unique experience of 

our countryside on a route through ten counties from Cork to Leitrim.  It is great to see tourism 

infrastructure like this being delivered in the year of the Gathering 2013 and there is no doubt that 

projects like this will encourage continued growth for the future."  

Michael Starrett, Chief Executive of the Heritage Council, supporters of the project said, “The 

Heritage Council has been involved in this project since 2001. This has been a long term project driven 

by the commitment of  Jim O’Sullivan and Beara Tourism who were determined that the historical 

march of O’ Sullivan Beare Chieftain in 1603 from Beara to Leitrim would not be forgotten, and who 

recognized the potential economic and tourism impact the development of this route could have for a 

number of communities. Its uniqueness is the sheer size of the route, crossing 10 counties, giving 

walkers the opportunity to experience the whole range of beautiful landscapes that Ireland has to 

offer - seascapes, mountains, woodland, bogs, riversides and rolling farmlands”. 

To date over 40,000 people have walked sections of the Beara-Breifne trail. The route has been 

developed to the highest standards required by the National Trails Office and all aspects of the 

route’s heritage will be presented along the walk with plaques and map-boards being erected along 

the way, covering topics ranging from local mythology to bird life and hedgerows.  



“Almost all of the land used is private and farmers and landowners have come together to grant 

access to walkers. With 240 farmers living on the Beara Way alone, the scale of community 

collaboration becomes clear. It is this local community involvement which makes the trail unique”, 

added Ms. Starrett.  

The project is part funded by Failte Ireland, the Heritage Council, local County Councils, a number of 

partnership companies and community groups along the route.   

 

ENDS  

Note to Editor: 

The Heritage Council is the statutory body charged with identifying, protecting, preserving and 

enhancing Ireland’s national heritage. National heritage includes Monuments, Archaeological objects, 

Heritage objects, Architectural heritage, Flora, Fauna, Wildlife habitats, Landscapes, Seascapes, 

Wrecks, Geology, Heritage gardens and parks, and Inland waterways.  

Established under the Heritage Act 1995, and operating under the aegis of the Department of Arts, 

Heritage and Gaeltacht, the Heritage Council provides advice to the Minister, and partners and 

networks with Local Authorities and a wide range of other organisations and individuals to promote 

Ireland’s heritage. 

Involving over sixty community groups from the Beara Peninsula in Co. Cork to Blacklion in Co. Cavan, 

the Beara-Breifne Way project is the largest community based project undertaken in the country, 

involving twelve local walking trails in ten counties and four provinces.   

Further information:  

Isabell Smyth, Head of Communications & Education, The Heritage Council, 056 7770777 / 087 967 

6889 

Beatrice Kelly, Head of Policy & Research,  0872358801 

Michelle Tritschler, MKC Communications 01 703 8604 / 086 3846630 

 

 


