
Heritage Council’s Irish Walled Towns Network wins  
prestigious European Heritage award 

 
The Heritage Council’s Irish Walled Towns Network (IWTN) has won a highly sought after European 
heritage award. The Irish win is in the European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra 
Awards 2013 in the Education, Training and Awareness-Raising category. Known as the Oscars of 
European heritage, this accolade was won due to the efforts of the IWTN to train representatives of 
Irish historic towns to care for and advocate for their heritage. 
 
The Irish Walled Towns Network (IWTN) educational programme is designed to impact upon how 
people in Ireland’s historic towns protect and use their medieval heritage. The overall aim of the 
programme is to create energized, educated heritage champions from local professionals and 
community groups that will drive the sustainable use of our medieval urban inheritance. 
 
There are three stands of the programme: 
 
• conservation, 
• planning/town centre economy, 
• and heritage tourism/community group development. 
 
The Irish Walled Towns Network (IWTN) was founded by the Heritage Council in 2005 to unite and 
coordinate local authorities involved in the management, conservation and enhancement of 23 
historic walled towns in Ireland both north and south. Members come from historic towns such as 
Athenry, Trim, Wexford, Kilmallock, Derry, Rindoon, and Fethard. The IWTN’s role had been to give 
grants for town wall conservation plans, the implementation of those plans (some 60 conservation 
and repair projects have been carried out to date), and the running of Walled Towns Day festivals. 
By late 2010, amid diminishing financial resources, it was decided to take a more imaginative 
approach involving a programme of education, outreach and capacity building. 
 
Since starting, 348 people have attended sixteen separate training events. From January 2011 up 
until March 2013 the educational programme has cost €22,025 to run. According to Heritage Council 
CEO Michael Starrett this ‘demonstrates how the heritage sector is responding to the dramatic 
financial cuts that have afflicted it by innovating and by creating value in such a lean and efficient 
way. It is really encouraging to receive such prestigious European recognition for the efforts of the 
Heritage Council and its IWTN partners in the face of such extreme circumstances’. 
 
The Europa Nostra/European Union jury stated that ‘this initiative is an example to other European 
towns in how to organize their common interest in tourism, economic development and maintenance 
of their built medieval heritage.’ 
 
In 2013 the Heritage Council IWTN entry has been selected from amongst 200 entries from 30 
countries as a prize winner. It is the first time in four years that any Irish project has won a Europa 
Nostra award. Previous Irish winners have been Trim Castle and the National Irish Architectural 
Heritage Designed Landscapes Survey. 
 
Ends 
 
Contact info- Liam Mannix 086 0550755,  IWTN Coordinator  
Isabell Smyth 087 9676889 
 
Further details at www.heritagecouncil.ie and www.europanostra.org/laureates-2013/ 
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